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The crabs upon the beach, the fis

These
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Our stowes include the choices/flesh,

Thin acs a lecf, of deep—sec fish:

- -
Bara-kua, Ingimén,

And Tewé” - yellow in grect shocls.
These cre the fish that we sholl cotch
As Frvoer ou~ (rams o fare .
/

2

The waves will rise end fell and will your pillow be,

The choppy seo pill réck my proud conoe.
L Lon Lf ”‘ﬂ"‘* Lo peite

And youlll lie doi i to- -edeep os on the ocean rolls

Bgn N eapm s

No splashing water will diaturd—your peace.

You may trust your captein, ¢ master mariner

St tbsre oty aa AN s EF y
#ho knows the stap—lere—o; Uu%-lzem_ah}ee, i

Omr 2
Yho—ie-a -sailor bred, ewe who can read.the clouds oo r Aovos sy bhood
Thet— G&’r} ,hovering high;above the dand. il
@"t’t(_ le mados I'( = _-.'cfur...c tharnt fa) s fhoniarly AR QaR

That we moy soil awoy in weather kKind and calm,
I'11 ecoll upon the knowlédge of the past.

It11 eost my lots to tell which of the days to come

¥i11 bring us stormy weather or foir winds.

0 let the prow of my canoe
Cut through the seas to clearer skies,
And mey I kKeep o knowing eye

Upon the tell-tcle clouds cbove.

Thére! s mony on omen to behold.

Therels one that wells up from th@ deep
Aot
i &ggr;‘_wd o 5he w theE %eﬂcgwls

N
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Ky floot éhims o'er the woves before a friendly wind.
o
But, when;windg sweepsuson us from the west,
::f"'
From Nobonobo, then, taesr force can overturn

@onoes and leave ux foundering in the sea.

At dawn, I'11 cast a magic spell
Above the woke of my conoe;

And, from the ocecn, roisge my net,
Threod all the fish upon é; line

Anet
Po pile them for'ard in the bow.

See, on the skyline for auoy,

In loyers the clouds are piling up.
For, ne I scatter wide the wake,

It shimmers, glimmers,and it bursts
Into o halo where the lIands

Of #otong from Tomoo lie.

Now the wind is blowing, sweeping down the path
Thot winds from Kebintongo, far beyond
The forthest reoches of the ebbing tide; out there
The Kiuz ond Nei Teboiburé obide.

My sight ie set upon the dork horizon, where
The Kuo rnd Urikemeren will rise.
I fix the glow of light, whence Koburara sprang,

And concentrate on steering to its source.

The Tropic Birds take off into the southern shy-—
The flock was j&éﬁting, waiting on the sec ——
They cryﬁb fgfe the light is but a feebdble glow,

. Gy oh M~y luc :
But ithwidl guide me as—£===ﬁi;;ﬂuqﬁ

You will see the heavenly station
or Ibbukaré', my homeland
When the day hos turned to darkness.
Set o course benecth the night-sky,
Straight for thot celestial station

Low upon the west horizon.

You will see the #troil the turtle,
Nei Katutetong,is making;
And the long-teiled swollows swooping
Doum to scroteh her shell, ot mmkdgmy midday.
She wéll snop ond they will scatlter,
Round her smooth shell, pounce and peck her.
I will toke my spike and capture
Nei Kotutelang, the turtle —

She who drifted douwn from heaven
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20.

21.

22-

25.

349

£

Source of cll my art and wisdomé

And where cre oll my rivals now?
0, they cre standing ot my side.
There, they unit to pick mg/ﬁrains ond

Gether up my pecrgs o

F'ish for tiny bits, 0f knowledge,

Fry in every hole and corner.

Byt I'11 adorn the prow of my canoe with shells
And scil awey ccrosgss the oceaq/fd;.

Once, tuwice, I smock the waves to overcome their uwrath,

i

-
To reach the londs -,B§%u ond Onotoa.

In idle mood, I ride wupon the”ﬁnzy sea

Jhere gtrecky currents frow; and there I wctch
A bobbing Bukc branc
A bolmy wind from N

drift slowly past me as

bonaba blows.

I'11 speck of Trutebu end Nerdau, and how
On their conoe, Te-Anga-ilonono,

They sciled from Terawe, though to their anchor-rope
Nei Rotébenic held firm cnd fost. :
They met their quorry on the reef —

Nei Kinctau—-tekoko who

In fury, sped cuay to sec

And to her deoth, when suddenly

They roughly stirred her from her slieep.
Her home ros Biké in the hoze

And mists of dribing rain; and there

Her coconuts cnd screw-pines stood.

She turned into a fowl and beot

Her wings, ond like a cockerel criedg »

d v —-‘u—ﬁ-—-\_ P
As,-dead, into the sec she rell,
o hbger (Cioo. fann - fa e Ok o

Cut douwn by the men of,Mhtcng
F'rom Tamoa who did not want

To hove to fight ond slay ogain.
None of her kin were Feft clive
By the two sons of Naréou,

Bold Matd&—kikin@ and

His brother Mhtﬁa - rirco.

Yhen two foes meet far out ot sea

There will be bitter rivoléry.

Hurry, O hurry on that you may follow douwn
The path the starry cross of Komo takes

Across the night-time sky. JIts tronsit lies betuween
Rivm Rimwimato and Net Tebaiburd. ~L

£
!

e e
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31.

32.

To mork the courses of the currente, west and east,
And note their 1limits where the sec divides;
You must be master of the novigetor's art,

Yhich is unknowm to ordinory men.

So fer, you do not know enough chout the sea,
Nor when the weather's fit for trocvelling.
I've learnt all the statione across the starry skg

And how, throughout my boyage, they will move.

You'1l see from very for away

The croun of E@ié;etia,

That noble tree, thot splendid tree,
¥hich gove its shelter to the FE=k folk
Of ifatang who from Tomoa come.

To look wpon that hondsome race

Would dozzle you; ond you would turn
j;;ﬁggégﬁblunge into o nool.

The tide is on the moke, the equinoctiol tide
Wells up and floods in from the ocecn deep,

It'e nearly ot its peck and forms ¢ shining sheep

0f water cobering up the shallow reef.

Look up into the sky cs though it were a roof,
And from the middle rofter & toke a line
High up to the ridge-pole. On one side is the east

And on the other one there lies the west.

The pillors of the sky are leoning, out of plumb.
I'11 push them over, clecve the sky in tuwo.

3pe s
Thus wos the piteher, filled with glory, Split=tn=tawo

Upon the humbled Matang from Tomoo..

I will be foithful to each one of my taboos
Until L reacech my home, Kinoe, which lies
Under the southern stors, {est my conoe be wrecked
By tempest ond the fury of the deep.

Or, though I hove to drift upon o burnished colm
Of ozure-blue secs stérring lazily,
Where porpoises cnd whales jump high end dive below

The surfoce, rippled by their endless gomes.

- 27 e



34.

35.

36 .

37.

38-

39.

Then my conoe will speed cuay,

Dip out of sight ocmong the woves,

And rise cgoin as it scils off

Towerds the skyline in the eocst.

Aucy it scuds to meet the clouds

Low doim in the night-time sky,

here giant Rimwimoto shines

And Kamanukce redly glows.

Then, in the guickening daorkness rise

Kuo ond Nei Tebaraitoc

And Komaidki ond Keméong.

The wnves reverberate as mighty Ibkég

And Rebuc roll on in noisy glee.

The white-caps toss and donce, whipped up on choppy secs,
So ® Gxxjxidx I shell calm my ardour to cet sail.

bt [
If wou should toke o chamee ond scil in my canoe
Before the proper sciling season's come.
You'd quickly lose your way cnd wander aimlessly

About, and then be utterly conjfused.

bonld
Yes, you === be deceived by those beguiling clouds
s i
Which Float and puff abou?Kthe sky;
For those that tell you where the shores and islonds lie

Look like o Bonéawo, paarly white.

Urge on our fosgt canoe, cut through this motchless sea,
To meet the down when Boinimon sinks down
Into the surge and rose-red wo¥Wes thot Iap

The shores of Timirau cnd Tongaroa.

Yait til1l the seoson comes, the fifth phose of Nei Auti,
Vhich ushers in the time for wvoyocging;
When the waves diminish, ond écean currents flow

Westwards in the doy, ecstwards in the night.

Thot ie when fair weather invites us to embark,
When storms and dangers to canoes hove passed;
And when we read the sky to note each passing phase

hoist
Thaet leads up to the time to ratee our scils.

Far off onthe east horizon

Cutting through the woves, hull down,
iy conoe, with rigging shrieking

In the wind, outsails the roving
Trre ons from Abohow., Ah,

Homw it flies ncrose the ocean |

TR
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48 -

There!s o certain season in which the sperm— whole runse
And rises on the bow of my cenoe;
It leops ond twists cnd turns then, threshing angrily,

“zavs

It mencces our sofety oas it Ilowre.

I dob my cheeks with sand and red pandanus fruit,
I cast o spell upon my fishing spear
From Bikena, ond send it, shorp, upon its way

To etrike the whale down, dead, deep in the sea.

Bewore the deadly wake, the wake of the canoe
Of Euérrnd Rirongo, which spurts up
Into the sky ond clouds, brim—full with rain, to form

A woterspout colled Nei lckiniuwce.

Ihough you may try your best, though you moy seek them out,
You' 11 never catch o sight of their canoe.
Though stlly, unskilled sailors chose the uwaterspout

And think to pull it down =~ it soars ouay.

Above, the sky is overcast,

A1l pound, the sea is turbulent,
My dim eyes strain as heavy clouds
£ip11 in upon me from the south;
Por, I an sailing my canoeg

Towards the Matang and Tomoa.

So thot I may recch there sofely,

I'11 chomge direction, turn about

And set my course stroight for the land,

Ashore, I'11 Iloy up my canoe

And chock the keed cbove the ground.

I'11 toke the strongest, toughest lecves

0f a pondonus tree ond tie

Them tight to the outrigger float;

Then threcd them thoough the forward spor
And bock ond round the outer stolY.

So my conoe lies safe and sound.

Do not be foint-heorted, nor fear to make for lond,
The moegic sond will find its own woy home.
I secatter some oand watch it while it floats auwoy

Upon the seo oheod of my conoe.

Rirongo, my conoe, well-fourd and tight sails on,
T om obout to run her to the shorej
For ny rig te eitprining, ond my scils ore shredding

4s I confront on angry, roging sec.




50.

S51.

i

And when his senses elip away

in fears cnd doubts omid the se@y ffevm
The meriner cries out cloud:

"I do not know which way to turn

Anong the mists olerwhelning me .

I'11 chide my coward heart and sweep my fears auay
For I hove for o go to reocch my home;
0 mogic coconut, let me of courage drink

4And clear the cobwebs of my troubled meénd.

The clouds chove my home are light and thinly sprecd
Across the sec. They hong deceptively
And o'er the lond disslove. The fleet of Matang saids

In through the threshold of the eastern sky !
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