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Grirable Papers - Part V

String Figures

Field Notes MS ^8p.
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Two string figures have been published in H.C. and H E
String Figures from the Gilbert Islands. 1958'60-63

65, with acknowledgement, while others were collected
independently and published in the same book.
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Ilei Auti (Trie gleiads.). C-iven by old a en in the naneaha. of T.Iakin.

1. Double yoLir loop (i.e., make it into, a double-strixii^ed loop of
half the usual size), and insert the thumbs into it pointing
a^xraj from you. Let it halig loosely from the backs of the thujubs,

u •

^ #

3.

9.

•^ass the little finger of your right Ixand towards you over the •
klorsal strings of the left thumb. Prom proxiioal' side insert the,
little finger into thumb loopj return to right carrying dorsal
thumb strings. Extend.

Pass the left little finger between the radial little- finger-
strings and the ulnar thumb strings of the right hand, and uiider
the palmar string from the proximal side; return v/ith this string.

Prom proximal side x-dss tliumbs into little finger loops, and
return with radial little finger strings. . ' . •

From^proximal side pick up ulnar t̂humb;'strings'on the tips of'
indices. Extend figui-e by pressing up thumbs, atraighteninj',

indices, and turning palxiis a,Y/ay from ,you. , . • •

Lou now have a double string sagging below ,the figiire from
i.mumo to tnumo. Taxe one of these strings azid iravaho thum;

numos

Pass tla^bs distal to the string you have just Havaho-ed and
strings. Drop these strings on the

reton timte! releaslixs tiie Indices froiu their loops;
Repeat 5, 6, and 7.

To extend, repeat 5,

A" g ' »• ' -h • yV- V^..ykiUi. .-f,' .."vt/rfpJPv"

if "

> r-A* hr



Te Ba-Auriaria (ifo. 2) Given Toy AitintfsBuaica of BanaToa,

•ff'i- A' •

V

py

1.

2.

3.

4.

5-

••• •• .V'« •

Make Te Ba-Auriaria No. 1., as far as t'ne end of moveraent 11,

Release indices.

Pull the Tiands gently apart until the loose loops are
shortened hy about Toalf Ttheir length.

With indices, from the proximal side pick up tlie ulnar thumb
strings, keeping thumbs well pressed in.

Hold down tlie ulnar little finger string to the palm with
the tips of middle and ring fingers.

Extend by straightening indices and turning palms away from
you.

(N.B.

...;/r •

It is necessary to keep the tension on the strings
Tery gentle throughout these two figures. A friand
should also stand by to arrange the strings properly
when you have extended the figure).

fr-;
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* '̂3 3a-Auriaria (Aur j ai'ia's loaf), Givon Toy Ai tinto'bualca of
Panaba. Goon nowhere else in the
Gilbert Group.

1,

2,

3'

5.

6.

7-

3.

9^

10.

11.

12.

13.

Opening A.

Turn each thumb and finger cloclcwise under its own loop.

Pass thumbs distal to middle finger loops and into little
finger loops from the proximal side; return with radial
little finger strings.

Pass indices into thumb loops from the proximal side; return
with ulnar thumb strings.

Release thumbs from all strings.

Pass thujabs through the proximal index loops from the distal
side, and on Into the little finger loops from the proximal
Bide; return with radial little finger strings through the
proximal index loops.

Release little fingers

Insert little fingers from the distal side into the distal
index loops; pull dovm distal ulnar index strings to the
palrn; then pass little fingers piroxlimal to the proximal

,index lo«,ps and into the thumb loops from the proxiraal side.
On ba#hs of little fingers pick xip the ulnar thumb strings
and return.

Re 1 ease thiimb s.

Pass thumbs between the distal and proximal index loops,
and then into the distal index loops from the distal side;
release indices from their distal loops.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops and into little finger
loops from the proximal side; return with radial little
finger strings.

Prom the proximal side pick up on the indices the ulnar
thumb strings.

To extend, press thumbs up to hold loose strings, straighten
indices, and turn palms away from you.
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f Te Roata (the Centipede) Given by liika of Arorae, aged 40.
Universal to Gilbert Islands.

1.

2.

3.

4.

11.

12.

Position 1;

Turn left thiimb counterclockwise over and under its own
radial string.

Thumb is now in a loop; from proximal side insert right
index into this loop, and draw out;

Pass left index between ulnar and radial index strings of
right hand, and insert it from proximal side under right
palmar string; return.

Pass right index between ulnar and radial strings of left
index, and insert it from proximal side under left palmar
string; return.

Release all fingers of left hand, letting the figure hang
from right hand with palm downward.

Prom distal- side pass little finger and thumb of left hand
into the distal loop of right index, and lift it off, so
that it hangs loosely in Position 1 on left hand; do not
extend.

On right hand it will be seen that the radial little finger
string and the ulnar index string are crossed; pass left
thumb from distal side into the triangle thus formed, apd
then from proximal side into the index loop; lift off this
loop and extend.

Release left thumb from radial little finger string

With fingers of right hand lift off left thumb loop, give it
a half turn counterclockwise and replace it on thumb.
Repeat this on right thumb.

Prom proximal side pass thumbs into little finger loops,
and return with radial little finger strings.

Prom proximal side pass indices into thumb loops, and return
with ulnar thumb strings on their tips. Press thumbs up,
and extend by turning palms away from you.

'-V-.
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Ha Uiiiako (•Mr. Uiruike) Given "by Hei Tenainonrenga of Tarawa.
Universal throughout Gilbert Islands

2.

3.

4-.

5.

6.

7.

ViTith hands about six inches apart, hold string between
thumbs and indices, letting the rest hang free.

Make a little loop of the string between your hands, so as
to bring your whole string into the shape of the figure 3,
with a very srivill loop on top and a large one hanging below.

Into the small loop insert the indices, pointing away from
you; into the large loop ^insert the thumbs, also pointing
away from you. Draw hands^ apart.

Prom the distal side pass thumbs into index loops; transfer
these loops to thumbs by releasing indices.

From the disto-l side pass little fingers into the distal
thumb loops; crook little fingers over ulnar string of
distal looTj, and hold down to palm.

Prom the proxijnal side pass indices into proxirrual thumb
loops_^ On tips cf indices pick up ulnar strings of proximal
loops.

To extend, press up thumbs to hold loose strings, straighten
indices, and turn palms away from you.
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Tenua ni inani'ba ( Three waterholes) Given "by Nei Kaintia of Tahlt-
euea. CorniTicn to South Gilherts

1.Positionl.

2. Frora proximal side insert left index under right palmxir string
and return. Release left thumb and little finger. Extend.

3. Transfer left index loop to Position 1 on thumb and little
finger.

4. Repeat 2 and 3 above.

5. Prom proximal side insert left index under right palmar string
and return.

6. Pass right thumb into little finger loop of same hand, from
the proximal side; return with radial little finger string.

7. Pass left thumb from distal side into index loop of same hand,
transfer loop to thumb and return.

8. From proximal side pass indices into thotab loop», pick up
ulnar thumb strings on tips.

9. Press thumbs close to hold loose strings, straighten indices
and extend by turning palms away from you.

Right hand..
You now have before you a figure consisting of a central
diamond and an incoif^jlete diamond on either side of it. With
the middle finger ©f the right hand push the ulnar little
finger string towards you through the right hand (incomplete)
diamond, and hold it betv/een the teeth.

Release little finger. ^

Transfer index loop to little finger.

Releas e thumb.

Insert thumb from proximal side into little finger loop, then
pass it distal to intervening strings towards you, and down
into the mouth loop. Then turn thumb to your right under the
right mouth string, and release string from teeth.

Left hand.

15. On the left hand are seen two radial thumb strings. Pass
the ulnar little finger string towards you between these
strings; hold between teeth.

16. Release little finger.

17. Transfer to the little finger the loop over thumb and index.

18. With tlramb and forefinger of right hand remove the remaining
thumb loop and hold it in position, while the thumb is
inserted from the proximal side into the little finger loop;
then repla,ce the thumb loop,

19. Release mouth string.

Roth hands.
1 20T From the proximal side xjiok up the ulnar thumb strings on the
< indices. Keep thumbs pressed up to hold loose strings, and

extend figure by straightenlng indices and turning away palms.



Kani rnuniun (Flight of the vanquished). Given by Ten '{oakai^of^^—^ Maiana; widely distiibuted
through northern Gilberts.

1.

2.

4.

5.

6.

3.

9.

Opening A.

Transfer index loops to v/rists

Pass indices through little finger loops from distal side,
then on into thumb loops, also from distal side;^ on tips of
indices pick up ulnar thumb strings and return with -hese
through the little finger loops.

Release thumbs, and then transfer index loops to thumbs.

Transfer wrist loops to Position 1 on th\ambs and little
fingers.

Repeat movement 3 above.

Release little fingers.

From distal side pass little fingers into index loops, lift
them off and return.

Th'-re is now seen to be a middle string running across the
figure parallel to the ulnar little finger string. This
middle string forms the base of four small triangles, WitOse
apices depend upon the ulnar little finger string.
the right and left of these triangles insert the right and
left indices, from the distal side; pick up the middle
string on their tips.

10. ILxtend by straightening indices and releasing thumbs.

N,
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Tlipourllou t the G i 1 ber t s. v.

GhlB: same is for tvro persons,, preferably in the Gilberts, a m£in
and a woman,each of whom opens with one hand. The'players sit
faclnp each other. * •

1^1. Opening M is made on the right hand of the man and the left hand
-*• I'-l ^ •.✓S,of the v'onan.

The movements now to be described will be those made by the player
who ims opened with the right.hand. The raovenients of his partner
are exactly similar, but are ma,de '.7ith the oxjposite. hand.' ^ :

2. From proximal side insert free left hand through the index loop;
paxs left little finger from distal side into right little finger
loop, and plch iilnar string. ' , . • • , . , ,• .

3. Wiuhdraw rignt nand from all its loops, and carry''figuh^'e^way to
t#]l6 ISits

i ,.:h'

r y:;
'rr-:

11,1. Pass right little finger proximal to all strings, and then into
wrist loop of left hand from the distal side, Plcx up ulnar
wris sGTing, and xrall it over to right proximal to all strings.

2.

3,

Pass right thumb from distal side into little finger loco- pick
up ulnar HHIHfl strinv. ^j-wgex leop, picx

the^*rluht^^^^ uand from all its strings and carry figure av;ay to

N

III,U MW on your right hand. Paas rl^ thunb from proximal
' String? little finger loop; return with radial little finger
2, pas# Index from proximal side into thumb loop; pick up ulnar

to index ti preven?striiig- xrom slipping; extend figure by straightening iiidex, and

.jr-.•-•hato - .
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'>

turning palm tov/arcls 'tlie left.

1
m
iS V

I'S>, A doutle string is now seen to sag loosely fron tlie middle of
the ulnar index string to the thumbs o Pass the
little finger of your free left hand betvreen this loose string

your end) and the index string; from the proximal side pick(at
up the ulnar little finger string,

le :'ia3'-e3

and retui-'n to the lef 0 •

4, Pa.Gs txie left thumb proximal to the right index string, and lift-
it off tiie index. Release right thumb and carry figure over to

. the left.

, IV,4, On your-left hand repeat the movements described in III t and 2
<• - ^ above. '

K'r/': :•
V •

it 2, ^Keeping the figui^e extended, make a counter-clockwise sweep thro'
4" circle with your left ha,nd and forearm (3^our partner will ner-
form it clockwise with his right), so that the hand is brought
palm upwards before your body.

V,1 There are two corner triangles at your end of the figure, up
Iiand corner

cornew -.oL right hand; into the right hand
1 little linger, i)ointing dovmwards,

^coonin!I rignt hand away from you tovfards your partner,strings with little finger and thumb

vou'~inte.-middle. Your partner does the same with his left;you interlace your fingers with his in the centre, kee-ing voiirs

handrpSrh^pSm!^ oorrespond on his hand. Close
2. Withdraw your left hand from all strings, and let them fall loose

Your partner does not release his right hand. loose.
3. Drawn tight from the back of your partner^s left hand you will

Tur.h half right so that you are ahie to point your left Hand



4.

3.

the saiae direction as Ills; pass little finger and thunh dovra
between the strings irientioned^ and pick up his thumb string on
your tnuniD and his little finger string on your little finger.
from proximal side (belov/).

Your partner no\r releases both hands, and you extend the strln>-s
on yours, ^

Pass tnumbs j-rom proxlma,l side Into little finger loopj return
v/itii radia.l^ little finger string, Pa.ss indices from proximal

thumb loops, and pick up ulnar strings on tips. Press
hiimbs^ up to prevent loose strings frto slipping, and extend by

straig.icening indices and turning palms a.y/ay from you.

r-'.

VI, 1. lu tne xipare you have made there are two small triangles at the
+, '£072" partner takes the strings forming the outer sides01 tnese uriangles (marked A, A In figure) betv/een flir-'ers and

thumos, and pulls them right and left towards your hands.

"* index and thumb loops; present your thumbs at nartner;he ^viits tne strings ne holds over them. Pull strings tight.

takel palmar string. Your partner
fxFure "sn6mfTf° loops that are on his side of theixgure, and puts tnem over your thumbs.

ortlJs^orind??ei'̂ ^^T.^° strings and pick these up
straiphten io'dippQ* thumbs to hold loose strings,

clovmwards) clockwise, and right hand
^ counter-clockwise, and the figure will appear.

Display tne figure by brln-'ln^'" Troer> i «a"f + Y->nim • j.
and carrying ^our rlrht hanfl J palm against your stomach,
you, ciownwards straight m front of '

0^

7



4,

VII, 1. In tlie fi5ure you have extended tov;ards your partner are tiiree
- interior diamonds and eight exterior triangles, the*latter hased

upon the top and hottom strings.

Your .partner turns his pains towards you, with thuabs outwatd and
fingers pointing dorri. From above, into the t-,vo triangles up
against your.right hand, he plunges his little fingers. Into
the next pair away from hin, also from .above, he passes his
tlurmbs. He pushes his thumbs onwards under the intermediate cent
ral diaraond^ and upwards again into the third pair of triangles
aWrtj' i.roiii nim. His little fingers lie pa,sses from heloAT upv^ards
into the last pair of triangles against your left hand.

2. .Release both your hands from all strings, and let your nartner
extend figure on his thumbs and little finners.

•; f e . vf i.-J

• fe j .*2 • "
, .V V

Vril, 1. i».eeping tne figure extended, your partner presents at you the
, '̂c^ck of his rignt hand. From the side pass your little
fingers into nis little finger and thumb looos ( '̂'our rlnht to his

little fixiger, your left to his thWo):

p.

Crook your right little finger round his ulnar little finner strin~
round his radial thumb string"^ and

lift loops off his right hand.

Your paj. ''̂ der nov/ xirocceds to hold his end of the figure exactly
cs you are holding yours. Extend between you, palms upward.

4. down into the corner triangles of

diamond strings into the central
and le-ft f^n finger^round right side strings of diamond
does the sai^^ft^his ond^^ strings, at your end; your partner

5,

6,

7.

Release little fi.ngers, and extend figure on indices.
fransfei index loops to little fingers, in same position 'as before.

-'oth

ono-uaqa, itl-taca.j van-taba. raa-taba. te-,i''a{7hrr~^'

thumbs into little finger loops from the
fingers. ^ ^ loops on backs of thumbs, and release little

9, to diamond"^Sring3 thumb loops, then on distal
strings proximal to thumb loops, and release tliumbs.'
Transfer index loops to tnu-ibs, pctsoing ^numbs from the uxider

... • •• •• h

10.



•*>

H 5.

-A'.,

side uiJ Into Inde." loops^ ^.nd releasing indices,

tj . •Ilovements 8 and ,9 a.re also, to le made ten tines in succession,
"bptla partners intoninri' aloud, "Tcuana oki-ra

"One
<•: ten-oki. a-o

" • -tc-naaun" .•••..

12« To fiiiltoli tlie (^ane. lou nill see tnat tne Tinure pou iiold con
sists of an upper and a lower layer of strinca. Drop your lefit
tnano loop, and let striiii^s hang from your right tiiuinh (partiier'i

^* -'^--1'Gi.ully piclc out on you.r pi^iit t.iunb. tlue looo v/hicli
cUstal layer ol' atiilngs: pass all flnveJ-B EtUiklEC

• M»««mmimiroaaiM or the lert hana lAto it rroa thS «istel
hi"?,!"'' « '"'111 reappearfnot held
{"It a/je^rs"o'o;") -•""''I'"'-®'''® ®''i' aloud to£;et!ier, "E otl-o-o!"

; /•'. .

•

'• * f.

' ' '

-; k: .i,.^*.,.

i'lfh-np j •

't'-'/' '• :'i" ••
,v>'

ill..v"rv'.
.i. ... ... n, .. ...

, ua-Oiix ,
retuini-our, tno~returns,

niaa-onl, ono-ol:l. Itl-oni.. van-okin rua-oki.

• " •* v-y )*.• 1- • ^\Tf >•" »i»-s

Jd h
..'I ..If. •. , 'vA^.^ .N,"'. *• .X ' \c^*','_iX.

... ,/.v. -i. . - •

.. , a, r'

"i •♦'
. : "p'iS'C

\s\

"A-rfi,:!!-. tryru : 0 '0

•• IL." t^n H ^•• —• ' ' Vn.V.,.k •uv.,/ .n'M ^::J y-y..* vl/.-

i ."d'h'i*
i' y/w *

!• •iW('' .



Kav/ai -n 17 *5 i I ku (iTei Iku'3 way of doing it). Given by Nei Kuintia of
Tabiteuea and Berii. Corainon in South Gilberts.

1. Opening A,

2. Release right index and extend.

Broia the distal side insert right index into index loop of left hand
and lift it off; return with this loop on right index. You will-
see that it catches up the palmar string of the left hand: do not
allow the palmar string to be extended more than four inches from
the left palm.

Right hand.

4-, Give each loop on right hand a twist by turning little finger and
index loops clockwise, and thumb counterclockwise!, under their loops ^

5. Transfer thumb loop to index.

6. Pass thumb from distal side through proximal index loop, and on into
little finger loop from the proximal side; return with radial littlefinger string through the proximal index loop. - ^

7. Release little finger.

3. Transfer distal index loop to thumb.

9, Pass indices towards you, distal to distal thumb loops, and then
into proxiiiml thumb loops from the distal side; return with radial
stx'ing of proxirrval thumb loop distal to distal loop, at the sairie
time releasing thumb from proximal loop.

10. Repeat 8 and 9*

11. Transfer distal index loop to thumb.

12. Twist thumb counterclockwise under its loops

13. Prom distal rxide push radial index string throixgh thumb loops, and
hold in teeth.

14. Pass ulnar index string towards you distal to thumb loops, and also
hold in teeth, at the same time relefising index.

15. Transfer thumb loops to little finger and mouth loops to thumb.

Left hand.

16. On the left hand are a thumb looxJ and a little finger loop. Prom
the distal side, between thumb and index of right hand, pinch tog
ether the ulnar thinab string and the radial little finger string.
Lift off the left thumb and little finger loops, letting them hang
respectively on the thumb and index of the right hand.

17. Prom the proximal side, pass your left little finger into the new
hanging thumb loop; lift it off.

18. Insert thumb from proximal side into little finger loop, so that it
Is in Position 1 on left hand.%

19. Prom distal side pass thu-mb into hanging loop on right index; lift
it off and extend strings by separating hands.

20. To extend figure: Pass index of right hand into little finger loop
from distal side, and pick up fro7fl proximal side the double string
dividing it from thumb loop. Pass index of left hand proxi'mal to
ulnar thumb string, and jxick up, Keep left tliumb pressed up to
hold loose strings; release right thumb, and straighten indices,
turning palms away from you.



TaboniVjai irii>?roore (Striped fingers) Riyen hy Kabaua of
Tatiang village, Boru.

1.

2.

#

4.

5.

6.

7.

12.

13.

Mouth loop;

Insert right hand towards you into racuth looj); pass it to
left "between your "body and the left mouth string; pick up
this string on the hack of right wrist, and return to right
so that it is clear of the right mouth string.

Pass left hand between your body and the right mouth string;
return to left with string on back of left wrist.

Insert both little fingers towards you into m«uth loop^i.e.,
above the point v/here the right and left mouth string cross
each other),

Drop string from mouth and extend.

Prom distal side pass mouth through little finger loops, and
between the teeth pick up ulnar wrist string; pull this
to\7ards you through little finger loops.

Pass right thumb to left, distal to new mouth loop; then
from proxiimil side into mouth loop. On back of thumb pick
up left mouth string and return to right so that it clears
right mouth string.

Pass left thumb to right distal to right mouth string; then
from the proximal side pick up this string on the back of
the thumb, and return to left.

Drop mouth string and extend figure.

Transfer wrist loops to middle fingers.

Pass thurabs distal to middle finger loops, and into little
finger loops from the proximal side; return with radial
little finger strings. 4

Pass indices into thumb loops from proxiiaal side, and pick
up ulnar thumb strings on their tips.

Press up thumb to hold loose strings, straighten indices,
and extend figure by tiirning palms away from you.

\

i
•••v". wtv* iw;



-atel-aaneaba (The builclins .of Hhe raeetins-house)

Universal throUi^liout C-ilherts.

t. Tv;q plajers sit facin- each other, each v^ith his separate strirv
- un-mane Opening A. • ^ ^

a. Firsu player passes ."both hancis v/ith strings exte:id.ed from
side txirough nis partner's index loops.

5. Second pla^a^r drops his index loops across dorsal asoect of
iirsc player's wrists.

handsy. earryins,partner's index loops ^

strings extended from distalside into partner's index loops.

y"

Index loops across dorsal aspect of MMsh
^ Ul Xo ufc> t

ITSJ ^ »»»«•.• =a^-rjln3 partner's Index loops
na/cr j oleases nis hands from all strip -s which he the-

oaiies ana vanas several tisies round t' ij--tj. (PXUC.J rouna one second player 's figure,

9. Second player gives oartner his ri -1^1- Tumj i-i+x- jr..
to hold in rix-ht hand and i ^̂ finger loop
Un ^ -•ihx.nc^^ ana xiis unumo loo'; zo hold in 1pft ".an-iic nimself x-emoves his Tpff fvinmv, i - , d, lex u .lano^,
hand. ^^olds it in his righl

10, Partners now v/ork the strin-'S back -ind a
ally the tanale in th^ n? xorth oexvreen them; gradu-
plan of the aaneaba ar^pears. and at last the ground

• • V '''/I i *"•' J •'• J '
.3-

. r:h *•'

'/"i • '.CZjfi y'V' P ' ' • •• v'i X .
• • '••1 ♦ 1.1 , •:-x »'•• -. f.< ••<::• •; . > ♦ .- , x,c , ••l ii i •I /- ' y

I '

/ ••••.' ('h, ••
/.\W ,y3'yJA- r .yi:"

••• d.tj::

^

'•y.w
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tiff;

Te Roata (the Centipede),. Given "b;/ Mika of Arorae, aged 40.
Universal to Gilbert Islands.

1. Position 1;

2. Turn left thumb counterclockwise over and under its own
radial string. _ ,,

3. Thumb is now in a<4oep; from proxiiml side insert right
index into this loop, and draw out;

4. Pass left index between ulnar and radial index strings of
right hand, and insert it from proxlams,! aide under right
palmsir string; return.

5. Pass right index between ulnar and radial strings of left
index, and insert it from proximal side under left palmar
string; return.

6. Release all fingers of left hand, letting the figure hw^g
from right hand with palm downward.

7. Prom distal side pass little finger and thumb of left hand
into the distal loop of right index, ».nd lift it off, so
that it hangs loosely in Position 1 on left hand; do not
extend.

8. On right hand it will be seen that the radial little finger
string and the ulnar indbx string are cr^iBsed; pass left
thumb from distal side into the triangle thus forined, and
then from proximal side into the index loop; lift off this
loop and extend.

9. Release left thumb from radial little finger string (i.e.,
ITavaho thumb).

10. With fingers of right hand lift off left thumb loop, give it
a half turn counterclockwiee and replace it on thumb.
Repeat this on right thumb.

11. From proximal side pass thumbs into little finger loops,
and return v/ith radial little finger strings.

12. From proxinial side pass indices into thumb loops, and return
with ulnar thuirib strings on their tips. Press thumbs up,
and extend by turning palms away from yo\i.
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Kawal-n Hel Iku (Kei Iku's way of doing it). Given "by Kei Kaintia of
Tabiteuea and Beru. Goianon in South Gilherte.

i- 1. opening A.

2. Release right index and extend.

3. From the distal side insert right index into ind-ex loop of left hand
and lift it off; return with this loop on right index. You will
see that it catches up the palmar string of the left hand: do not
allow the palrmir atring to be extended more than four inches from
the left palm.

Kight hand.

4, Give each loop on rjght hand a twist by turning little finger and
index loops clockwise, and thumb counterclockv/ise, under their loops

5. Transfer thumb loop to index.

6. Pass thuijil) from diatal Bide through proximal index loop, and on into
little finger loop from the proxlrmil side; return with radial little
finger string through the proxliTual index loop.

7- Release little finger.

3. Transfer distal index loop to thumb.

9. Pass indices towards you, distal to distal thumb loops, and then
into prox'hryil thumb loops from tVie distal side; return with radial
string of proximal thumb loop distal to distal loop, at the same

> time releasing thumb from proximal loop.

10. Repeat 8 and 9.

11. Tranafer diet!!,! index loop to thumb.

12. Twist thuuib co\interclockwlse under its loops.

13. From distal side push radial index string thro\igh thumb loops, and
hold in teeth.

14, Pass ulnar index string towards you distal to thumb loops, and also
hold in teeth, at the same time releasing index.

Ij?, Transfer thumb loops to little finger and mouth loops to thumb.

Left hand.

16. On the left hand are a thurab loop and a little finger loop. From
the distal side, between thumb <and index of right hand, pinch tog
ether the ulnar thumb string and the radial little finger string.
Lift off the left thumb and little finger loops, letting them hang
respectively on the thumb and index of the right hand-

17i From the proximal side, nass your left little finger into the new ^
hanging thumb loop; lift it off. 1

18, Insert thumb from proximal side into little finger loop, so that it
is in Position 1 on left hand.

19, From distal side pass thumb into hanging loop on right index- lift
it off and extend yifgHWfH strings by separating hands.

; on TO extend figure: Pass index of right hand into little finger loop
r from distal side, and pick up from proximal side the double string
1 ^jriding it from thumb loop. Pass index of left hand nroxitrun to
|L 'Si 'j'lnar thumb string, and pick up. Keep 1eft thumb pressed up to
^ » piAld 10000 strings; release right thumb, and, straighten indices,
A I Vurnlng paW" y"""



'i-vC

Ilel ;lTtaj:ea-. (Old' meri••of Ilakin).

OpeniiiG. A, •' Cast off .risht index loop,

Pass ri^ht tliujuD froLi proxiraal side into little fxn^er loop;
return nith radial little finder string.

3. Pass index (riilit) from proxi'mal side into thumo loop; picx
up ulnar tiaum'b"'string on index, and release tnumt from all
strinas. Transfer index loop to tliunb.

4. Pass ri^lit little finder from proximal side into thuml) loop;
return with ulns-r thumb string.

Pass fight index from proximal side into little finger loop;
pick up radial little finger string on index, and release^tne
little finger from all strings. Transfer index loop to lit
tle finger.

o.

7.

8,

9.

10.

11.

1 ^

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

Turn the thumh (right) clockv.'-ise and the little finger (right)
counterclockwise around its own loop.

Insert right index into left index loop from the distal side-;
lift off this loop on the right index and return, pulling it
over the left palmar string.

Pass right thumb into the index loop from the proximal side;
return with radial index striiig.

Pass right index from proximal side into thumb loop; pick up
ulnar thumb string on tip of index, and release thumb from all
strings.

Transfer distal index loop to thumb.

Pass right little finger from proximal side into index loop;
return v.fith uiiiAr index: string.

Pass right index from proximal side into little finger loop;
pick up radial little finger string, and release little finger
from all strings.

Transfer distal index loop to little finger.

Drop the loop from the right index; gently separate the hands,
but do not drav/ the loose strings quite tight.

Pass indices of both hands from,the distal side into thumb
loops; pick up radial thumb strings on indices, and release
thumbs from the loops.

Pass thumbs proximal to index loops and iaoo little finger
loops fi-'om proxiiQal side; return v/ith radial little finger
strings'proximal to index loops.

Transfer index loops to thumiOS ,

Pass indices from proximal side into thumb loops; on their
tips pick up^ ulnar thiuab strings. Extend the figure by pres-
si^ up thumbs to prevent loose strings from siippixig, atraight-
ening indices, and turning palms away from you.

,rs
, The number of diamonds in this figure may be increased

by repcatixig movements 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 before proceed-
iiOg with 7.

n
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Kabae'oaea baara (Catch the kingfish) . Given hy Aitintehuaka of
Tahiang village, Banaha. Coramon to all the
Gilbert Islands.

1.

2.

4.

5'

\Vith hands about a foot apart and pointing away from you,
let loop hang loosely over backs of thumbs.

Pass l.ittle finger of right hand towards you over the dorsal
thumb string; pick string up on back of little finger and
return. Extend.

Prom proximal side pick up right palmar string on back of
left little finger, a^d. return, iZu^U sb^yy.a

From proximal side pass thumbs into little finger loops;
return with radial little finger strings.

Pass indices into thumb l^ops from proximal side; on tips
pick up ulnar thumb strings.

1

6. Extend by pressing up thumbs to hold loose strings, straight
ening indices and turning palms away from you.

7-

3.

r

I

»

A radial thumb string now sags loosely down, on your side
of the figure. A friend sitting opposite you pulls this
string towards him, and passing his free hand iinder it,
introduces the hand into the middle triangle of the figure

You work the figure to and fro with a sawing movement across
your friencfs wrist, and intone these words -

I

na

shall

kabae-a,, ke
catch-it, or

IT na

I shall

kakom-a?

release-it?

If he answers, "Kabae-a (catch it)", cast off left hand
and jerk strings to right; if the answer is "Kalcom-a (rel
ease lt)V cast off, right and jerk left.

^ -f.'

, ;
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Na Tunikun i-nano (Na Tunikun dovm "below). Given "by I-Tei Kaintia
of Tabiteuea.

1. Make Kabaebaea baara( No...).

2.

4.

5.

As the figure stands before you, a loose string sags radially
from thumb to thumb. Lift this string over the tips of the
thumbs, so that it lies across their palmr aspect (i.e.,
Navaho thumbs). Extend figure.

Pass thumbs from distal side into index loops; on their
dorsal aspect pick up ulnar index strings and return;
release indices.

Pass indices thrni J, i I I, r*

ti jy^ .

To extend, press thumbs up to hoW loose strings, straighten
indices, and turn palms away from you.

^iSBi

i

' r--'

• N.

*CT i'Jl
.•'Zm



Ha Tunlkun 1-eta (Mr. Tunilain on trpp) Given "by Nei Kaintia of
Beru and TaToiteuea.
Universal through Gilberts.

2-

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Malce Ka Tunikun i-nano.

In the top rigjit^^?j,nd left corners of the figure are triangles
enclosed in a jmmwik thu'nh string, an ulnar index string
and the radial side of the teSMtMi.

Pass the raouth through the top right triangle, pick up
between teeth the ulnar little finger string, and return
through triangle, at the same time releasing little finger,

Transfer index loop to little finger,

Release thumbCright).

Prom proximal side insert right thumb into little finger
loop.

^ - vr

A double string divides little finger loop from mouth, loop;
with back of thumb from dista,l side press down this double
string, and then pass thumb to right under the right raouth
string.

Release mouth loop. ,

Repeat 3i 4., 7i ^ 0^ left hand.

Pass Indices from proximal side into thumb loops. On tips
pick up ulnar thumb strings.

Extend by pressing up thumbs, straightening indices, and
turning pairas away from you.

'.H' \ ...V-

.1



Kay/aj-n ana rrLarii"ba I'a Akinran (Path^vay of his well >Ta Akinrara)
Given "by Kahaua of Tahiang village,
Beru Island. Seen also on the

1.

2.

3-

4,

5.

6.

7.

8.

9-

10.

island of Tahiteuea.

Opening A.

Pass thumbs distal to raiddle finger loops and frora proximal
side into little finger loops; return with radial little
finger strings.

Pass indices from proximal side into thumb loops and return
ivith ulnar thumb strings.

Release thumbs.

Prora distal side pass thumbs through proxirmil index loops,
then on into little finger loops from proxiraal side; return
with- radial little finger strings through the proximal index
loop.

Release little fingers.
thr•ugh

From distal side pass little fingers IHHH distal index loops,
then proximal to proximal index loops, and from proximal
side into the thumb loops; return with ulnar thumb strings
through the distal index loops.

Release thumbs.

Pass thumbs between distal and proximal index loops; then
distal to ulnar string of distal index loop; return thumbs
with these strings, at the same time releasing indices from
distal loops.

index

Pass thumbs distal t» iSfEHHHHRSlHgHH loops, and into little
finger loops from the proximal side; return with radial

little finger strings.

From proximal side pass indices into thumb loops; on tips
of indices pick up ulnar thumb strings; straighten indices,
press up thumbs to hold loose strings, and turn p.alms away
from you.

w ' •:•••• bit

"4:'
5
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llamalcaina (lloon), UniverGal tlirougliout the Gilbert Islands, but
called Taai (Sun) in some islands.
Given by Ila Aiti-n-te-bualca of Banaba, aged
o-bout 65.

Coiiipare with this figure that of the same name recorded by LTiss^
Kaddon from Central Africa, "Cats' cradles from many lands", p.31
Though tlie Central African method is somewhat different, the
result arrived at is very nearly identical with the Gilbei-tese;
the additional similarity of names is strikingly suggestive of a
coirrnon source of distribution.

1. Todce string between the teeth, so that the loop hangs dovm
from the corners of the mouth;

Pass right hand towards you into the mouth loop; on its
dorsal aspect take up the left mouth string, and return to
right;

Pass left hand between your body and the right mouth string;
return left with this string on back of hand;

Put little fingers of both hands towards you into the mouth
loop, crooking the right round the right string and the left
round the left string; release loop frora mouth, and piill
apart by returning hands right and left;

Prom nroxiiTUil side take ulnar little finger string between
t eeth"and pull towards you;

Pass right thumb distal to mouth loop, and on its dorsal
aspect pick up left mouth string; pull this string to the
right so that it is clear of right mouth string;

Pass left tlwfib distal to right mouth string, picking up the
latter on dorsal o.spect of thumb;

8. Release mouth loop and extend strings;

9'

10.

Prom proxiimal side insert thumbs into little finger loops,
and return with radial little finger strings;

Prom proximal side with Indices pick up ulnar thumb strings;
straighten Indices, at the same time releasing thumbs and lit-»
tie fingers, and drawing the hands gently ajiai't. Exclaim,
as the figure appears, "Naraakainal Pamalcaina! (MoonlMoon'.) "»
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Te R1 nl kua (the hone of the porpoise). Prom Beru Island; given
hy Nei Boira'of Teteirio village. Also seen on
Tahiteuea, Nikunau, Arorae and Onotoa, all islands
of the southern half of the Gilbert Groi;ip. Sought
hut not found in the northern islands.

1. Mouth loop;

2.

4.

5-

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Right hand towards you into mouth loop, and then to left
between body and left mouth string; return hand right with
this string on back of wrist.

Pass left hand to right between body and right mouth string;
return hand left with this string on back of wrist.

Put both little fingers towards you into mouth loop; drop
string from mouth; extend.

Pass mouth distal to little finger loops, and between teeth
pick up ulnar wrist string; pull it towards you, distal to
all strings.

Pass right thumb to left over the mouth loop; on back of
thumb pick up left mouth string, and pull it to your right
80 that it clears the right mouth string.

Pass left thumb to right over the right mouth string; on back
of thumb nick up this string. Drop mouth loop, and extend
strings.

Insert thumbs from the proximal side into little finger loopi
and return with radial little finger strings.

Pass indices from the proximal side into thumb loops, and on
their tips pick up ulnar thumb strings. Press thumbs close
to indices to hold loose strings, and straighten indices.

In the figure before you are two triangles depending from their
apices upon the ulnar index string. With the teeth, draw the
ulnar little finger string towards you through the right hand
triangle, at the same time releasing the right little finger. |
Transfer index loop to little finger, and release thumb;

Pass thumb from proximal side into little finger loop, then
onwards, distal to intervening strings, into mouth loop from
distal side. Turn the thumb back towards the right, so that
it passes under the right mouth string. Then drop mouth loop.

13. Repeat 10, 11 and 12 on left hand.

14, Pass indices into thumb loops from the proximal side; on their
tips pick up ulnar thumb strings. Keeping thumbs close, to
hold loose strings, straighten indices and extend bp turning
palms away from you.

Variant of same, seen in Owntfta.

After coHtpleting movement 13 above, transfer wrist loops to
thumbs. Prom proximal side pass indices into proximal thumb
loops; pick up on tips the ulnar strings of proximal loops;
press up thumbs to hold loose strings, straighten indices,
and turn palms away from you.
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