Ky ! IO f
It is consoling, however, to learn from
the same eminent writer that “hundreds
who are predisposed to it by inheritance
through life frequently free from it.’
is ‘'one of the greatest scourges of
the world, the causation of which, de-
spite every effort on the part of the medi-
cal profession to elucidate the problem,
still remaing unsolved. Scientists nll over

the world are working with the object of

discovering tho cause of cancer, for once
this is revealed the cure should not be
difficult to nd. From fime to time hopes
of cure are raised by announcements that
have go far proved premature, but it was
consoling to learn from a cable from Lon-
don, published in The Register on Wed-
nesday, that, at a meeting held in con-
nection with the Empire cancer campaign,
the belief was eoxpressed that the dis
covery of the cause would not be long de-
layed. It was a coincidence that Sir
Neville Howse, V.C., Minister in charge
oi Health and Repatriation, should have
been in Adelaide at this time, and, gpmk-
ing on the question of the mulignity of

cancer and its increase in .&.u‘:tralin.
said he would be glad to assist in any
way ible in the inauguration of a

South Australian cancer research fund. H:
having made reference to the work car-
ried on in this ﬁn&fﬁt:nu :t the Adelawde
University dur e past two years, a
| rmntt:tiﬂ of Thu_ﬁe ister called on
jﬁ%fmr T. Brailsford Robertson, Pro-
fessor of Physiology and Bio-Chemistry, at
the University, on Wednesday, with the
object of learning at first-hand what ad-
vance in the matter of research bad been
achieved.

. Professor Brailsford Robertson’s Views.

| Professor Robertson's - name has been
identified for & considerable time with
cancer rescarch. “Yes,' he sad, "'Sir
Neville Howse i correct in sayin, :ikat
for the past two years we have been worl-
ing on the subject of cancer. The work
las been dope in my laboratory, and our
object has been to understand cancer a
little better.© We are satisfied with the
advance made, Naturally, it has been
slow, but you can’t expect any quick ad-
vance in work like that. The postion

in 7regard to cancer iz that we
lack fundamental knowledge, and
in the absence ol that know-

ledge all attempts to find a curc become a
pure matter of guesswork. There is no
gign at present that we are getting any
nearer the elucidation of the problem, but
we know from the historical development
that we must be getting nearer to it. 1
am sorry to say, howéver, that we can't
sco through the fog vet. Cancer is essen-
tially a disease of old age. But the old
must die off, and it really forms o less
Berious pmhl'nn than tuberculosis, which
attacks the young, and as regards the iu-
crease of cancer eases in Yecent years that
iz attributable to our greatly improved
hygiene. During the last 30 years the
AvErage h of human life has increas

11 vears, which means that ever o many
more people are living on - to the cancer
age than formerly, and the man or woman
who now dies of cancer would, in a pre-
vious generation, have died of some infan-
H;Ilp'nﬂ'ttthn. or of typhoid in middle

e
Effect of Meat Consumption,

Asked if le thought that the large
amount of meat consumed by the people
of Australia had any bearing on the in
crease of cancer cases, Professor Robertson
quoted from s work on physiology, writ.
ten by him some time ago, and In the
pourse of which he said, “Taking Australia
as an extreme jnstance of a community
which i# mocnstomed to a high protein in-
take, we find from the pre-war statistice
of the Commonwealth Go J
that the deathrate was L ax-
traordinarily  low, ftnrlr one-half
that which prevailed in Jtaly and Austria,

wer in fact than in any country excopt-

New Zealand, which is also a com-
nity of high protein consumption. The
ggw death rate was Intermedinte be-
tween that of Italy, and that of Francs,
fwo communitien cath consuming far lrss
meat per capita than the Ausivelian. The
birth weight of Australian infants of Bri-
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direction of discoveri

cause, Tt is more n question nmfﬁi
methodieally - to ~ discover some likely
avenue of attack. which may halr wa to
unravel the mysterv. of cancer, and to
mntrn! it, - According to Sir Naville
Hnm_s- res. it Jooks as if Lhere was
a biz inerease in cares of cancer, but the
public should not be alarmed. as rame
areat authorities even go so I

_ Ar ar to
deny there ic an increase, The mujorily,

'hﬂ-qurer. think there is, but we bhave to
eonsider how of late years, the cinectas
tions of I:fn"hnn heen  inereascd In-
ﬂnh;lttlp mnrtlnlttv hag been greatly redunced,
nd a greater percentage of peonle, there-
fora reach adult life. On: an average
many more peonle now reach the eanecer
age than would have bheen the ense nre-
viouely, as thev wonld have probably died
from _ infantile diarrhoen. or {from
tnbercle hefore they were 25, or from in-
fections disenses snch ax tyvphoid, whereas
now they reach the age when cancer is
likely to oceur, This, however. being the
cage, 1t hehoves evervone to do all they
ean to help in attacking what is a menace
to every {;‘?hnf? ns.”’
Methods of Treatment,

Asked what advanee had besn made in
the wav of trentment, thiz medieal antho-
rity gaid that recently 3 method of treat-
ment had been developed in Great Britain
:-"-"hll‘h appeared to ba well worth follow-
me un. and it looked ne if in some cases
i+ :rrmﬂrl heln in eontrallinge the disease.
Tf it was ahle to da thiz in one instance
ont of M it waa eortainly worth elaborat-
ine, Wark in thie direction had been
:i:nritﬂ onistle in Adelafde. hut of thia
=i Naville Haowse wna nrnllﬂtﬂ‘l." 1IIMMawnre

Thoes eomducting tha ITmperial eancer
research worl invarinbly congidered anv
sugrertinng which gave anv promi=se. hows-
nver .F““"ht.. of ﬂt{'\.’ﬂﬂf‘;ﬂf onr real knn‘ﬁ'-
Tedes of the dizsage, Naturally they were
bombarded  with gugpestions, many of
them anite ridienlous, but they were in-
variahly made in gond faith by neople
who had no real knowledee of whnt cancer
actmliv wax, All aver the world to-das
hundreds of scientists were workine in
the hope of =alving the eancer problem.

It was hriq: atltacked from everv
n._nuql'l.-'lﬂ AN, and manv
nito rdvances had tindonhtedlr

been made. The medienl man conld now

mot ago laden with
e 8 land University. in,
he has set many of his Itudil:lttt

(f]pﬁ. jourmil of the American Chemieal ,"':mriv'l:_u.'

oa the
pith of useful research and st the same
time has himself done wvaluable work in
the luboratory.
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Chemical Society, which scoffed =t him,
awarded him the Davey Medal for his
discovery, In 1800 Mendeleef and Muyer
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sity, At the end of 1023 he was nwarded
s doctorate for a thesis on “The Kine-
ties of Sucrose Inversion.””  He published
two papoers on’ the some subject in the

and in the journal of the Chemical Society
ol ].ﬁ:llti‘l‘ﬂ,

discovered. Within 20 years of
predictions were fulﬁllei g

an hitherto unsuspected group of
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at the elements, as arranged Y, Mg
lxnds, fell natorally into mh H‘.

lesf fitted the elements into groups am
witere there were gups mﬁ:&g dis-
roverieg to fill them, and even deseribed
the properties of the clements and the
probable way in which they would B
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Latest Discoveries, I
In 1835 Ramsay and Rayleigh discovered

g

Q=
: . Becquerel discovered that
uramum emitted a continuons streamy of
raye. This was followed by M.
Curit’s experiments with
piteh blend and the discovery of a new
clement, radium, which took its place

¢ maturslly in  Mendeleef's table.
tadivm was also found to be emitiing
“rays,” and Rutherford and Soddy were
able to show that the elements, othorium,

vranium, and radiom are unstalile, and

that the so-called “raye” were fragments

of themselves cjected into space from ez
ploding atoms.

pomt where the new knowledge
but the old views of the ninetesnth oon-
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try and its periodic table of elements
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controllat hy snreical means,
A SPLENDID BENEFACTION.

WELLINGTON (N.Z.), Wadnesday.
The sum nf £40.000 has been bequeached
by the lake Mr, William Henry Traviz, n
very old resident of Christehureh, for the
areigtance of individoals eapablg of scien-
tifically investigating the cause and cure
aof cancer and econsamption,

The Chief Sceretary’s View,

The Chief Seerotary (Hon, H, Tassie)
was questioned regarding the statement by
Sir Neville Howse. He replied that all be
wished to say ot the moment woae that he
was thoroughly in agreement with the con
tention that there was mnecemity that
everything possible should be done in thu
direction of reascarch for the discovory
of the ¢aoee and cure of cancer. He did
not know, however, that any good pur-
pose way served by giving such details
ag had been quoted by Sir Newille m re
spect to the prevalence of the disenee 10

ustralia, From the gomewhat himitec
rending which he had, personally, done in
roelation to the influence of the mind on
the health of the body, he was rather in:
clined to think that the publication ol
details of that character would be more
likely to have a prejudicial than a beual
cial affect ovpon certain people,
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agily_ re When cancer [1 Scott, B.Se, His work s his hobby, but
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RY OF MATTER.

The first of a course of three leciures on
the “Discovery of matter” was delivered
in, the physics lecture room, at the Uni-
versity of Adelaide, on Tuesday night by
Professor C, Stanton Hicks, There was
a lavge attendance, and the lecture, which
wasg illustrated by lantern slides and clasai-
cal experiments, was followed with atten-
fion.,

The carliest know :
the subject, said the protessor, wos gained
by the Chaldeans 6, B.C., who knew
of copper. About 2,50 I}.C'._they camo
to a knowledge of lead, tin, iron, silver
and gold, The Hindue, in 2,000 B.C, La
a .definite gpotion of arra the ele
ments, They considered the elemente to
ba fire, earth, and cother, and Kanada
devaloped an atomic theory. In China
fiva elements weore defined in 2,200 ‘I.Lﬂ..
waler, fire, metal, wootl, and earth. t
had ouly two substances, fire and earth.
The Grecks, being a much more observant
people, noticed that things whick grew
irom earth and water went back to enrth
nnd water when they died, and about 450
RB.C. one of them went as far as to £Ay
that there were fowr primary clements,
carth, fire, water, and ar. which wore
combmed in different proportious through-
out the wmiverse, under
two defined powers, akin to love and
hatred, That waw a distinct step forward
Apalonied  th:
critus referred fo

erties. It was not
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Democritug and  Lucippuos
the theory of the atom, Demo.

An Important Recommenda-
tion.

Sir Neville Howse's Views.

Development of Atomic Theory. i question on which, according to S

Neville Howse (Minister in  Charge ol
Health and Repatriation), Bouth Austraha

d is lagging behind some of the other States,

ls that o the alarming increase in the
mortality rate of cancer. The Minister,
during a flying visit to Adelaide on Tues
day, told -a Register represeutative that
the need for research work in that divecs
tion wag generally sed throughout
the Commonwealth, and in other States a
sonsiderable mpount of work had been
jone in the establishment of radivm insti-
lutes and caneer clinics. “New South




