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VEGA, ALTAIR AND DELPHINUS  —
\N ABORIGINAL STELLAK MYTH

Altair in the consteliation of the Eayle was a woman inm the
long ago times. Her name was lrdibilyi; end she and her husbend
Wommainys (Vege im Lyra) and their two boys (two stars above Vega)
lived at Ngai-yenup, beside the Southorn Sea. Kerder the lizard,
(Delyhinus) was Irdibilyi's brother and he sat down beside
Wommainya's camp and was fed by Wommainya and Irdibilyi.  Karder
was lagzy and slow, but being Wommainyu's brother-in-lﬁw he was
very well fed with meat and vegetable food, because brothers-in-law
‘must always feed each other and never guurrel between themselves.

Wommainya was verk fond of bardi (large edible grubb) and
Irdibilyi always brought home a supply of these from her day's food
hunting. The special kind that Womuaiﬁya was so fond of were in
fh. roots of the trees and were very difficult to gét, and frdi-
bilyi having s¢ nuoh‘frouble to obtain them aiways kept those
special kind for Womxainya. : :

The two boys sccomyanied their mother, oarnying.little
pointed dowuk (eclubs) that their ;nele had made for thew - they
were t00 joung to go hunting with their father - and while their
mother gathered rocts and fruit and gum and bardi, the boys dug
for noney ants and balga (blackboy) bardi and ate everything they
found, yet always came home hungry.

One day irdibilyi had gone a long way to get bardi which she
was ocarrying home in a yorla (bark scoop) when the bdoys cried out,
nGive us some bardi, we are hingry, give us bardi.”
nlo," said Irdibilyi, "bardi belong to father."

But the boys eried and beat their mother and when the, reached
their kal'(flrc, home) they 8till cried, "Give us bardi," and
Irdibilyi said, v"Neo, these are your father's bardl - you find some
for yourselves," and the boys went orying from the kal.

By and by 1lrdibvilyi called to the boys but nc answer ceame
to her andi she called again and again and locked all sround but she
gould not see the boys. "Brother," she said, "go and bring your

moyer (nephews) home. They have gone o lock for bardi." - But



Karder hasAvanJ lazy - he went only a little way and said, "I can't
see them. They will soon come back. I'11 go by and by,perhaps they
sewW their father end are coming back with him," and Karder agein
lay down by the fire.

.Irdibilyi was greatly frighbenod, for she kmew the boys must
never be sent away from the camp by themselves, and sne had sent
them away . Presently Wommainya came along to his fire with his
meat on his shoulder. |

wilhere are the boyst" he said.

Irdibilyi teld him they wanted to eat the bardi she had
gathered for him and she would not let thum have any, telling them
to find thelr own bardi, and she cried aloud in fear and grief.
Wommainya was very angry. He looked at the tracks all about and he
saw that Kerder ha@‘only‘walkad & little, but as brothers-in=law
must never quarrel with each other, ﬁommainya'dia not spear Karder.

He walked a long, long way, tracking and tracking until he
came to Ngai-yinup water, and there in the middle of the lake he
saw his boys, with only their heads above water. Aommal Iy a
stretched out his long beard and said, "Catch hold, catch hold,
and 1711 pull you out,” and the boys caught their father's beard
and he pulled and pulled but the water was pulling them down and
they could not hold on to their father's beard. Wommainya &gain
called out, "Cateh hold, eateh hold," but the boys went down under
the water and were drowned. :

Then Wommainys caught hold of Sie Beard and put it in his

- mouth and spat it out agaln ir his anger and sorrow. All the way
pack to his kal he was biting his beard and spitting it out.
Irdibilyi saw him coming back alone and she know her boys were dead
and that she would be killed for sending them awa, by themselves.
dommsinye ran up %0 Irdibilyi and when hc.W&s close to her he
grove his spear through her heart and she died.

dommainya could not spear Karder beeause he was his brother-
jn-law, but he said to him, "You were too lazy 1o bring back your
moyer and 80 jou may 8it by your sister. Ivdo not want a kobong

(mate, friend) who won't look out for his meyer. Lazy men wust
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8it with women and not with men.n

Wommainya died of grief for his drowned boys and now they
may all be Esen in'the sky, Wommainye (Vega)_standing up holding
out his/%gggd to his two sons (two stars south of Vega in Lyra)’
and away to the south-east Irdibilyl sits (Altair) with the spsar
Sticking out at esch side of her heart.

Because Karder (Delphinus) was lazy and would not hunt for meat
Or g0 to search for his lost nephews he has to sit up in the sky
near Irdibilyi and he is thin ard small and weak and cries and cries
because he has to sit beside his sistsr always. When he loogks
at Irdibilyi, he sees the anger shining in hereye and he hears afar
off the loud and angry crying of Wommdnya who is always standing
beside the lake where his children were drowned.

At Berung-up, not far from Mgal-yinup there is a nhill witn
two springs near it which white men cell ™"a pair of spectaclesy

but which the Bibbulmun believed were the two boys drowned in

Ngai-yinup water.



Wommulyu waé wordang and jiuk borangar and Irdabilyi, a
Manitohmat and wit borangar was his kord. Karder was brother to
Irdabil;i.

.Irdabilyi was getting bert (grubds) and her two children were
trying to take them from her. She would not leét them, and hunted
them away . By and by she asked Karder to follow them up and
"~ ‘bring them back, but Karder would not and Wommulyu had to go.

He followed the boys' tracks until he came to a lake and there he
found them with the water up to their necks. He called out to them
and told them to catch his'beard, but they were stuck in the mud and
couldn't hold on, and scon they were drowned in the hole.

Near Ngaiyinap, about 12 miles from Jeramengup is the place -
bwalak gul yjogarda - where the two brothers got drowned in the hole.
At Berangap ciose up to Ngaiyinap there is a hill end the two springs
. beside it are the bwalak,

Wommulyu speared Irdabilyi and Karder followed her up to the
sy . They are all stars now, Womulyu is away towards the north.
Irdabilyli can be seen in the East near the Milky Way, the two ends
of the spear sticking out at either side, three stars, Irdabilyi
the big one in the middle. Karder is & little more east, and is
now four_stars, shaped like a small southern cross. fiomulyu is

only one big star.

(My informant Wirij was Maniton. Irdabilyl was her manyog,

Karder was her mammat or man, and Womulyu wes her konk.)



$tan legouid,
—_—
: The dark putch in the Milky Way is We) Mor, the greut father

-

Mor
of dej) and yoongar may not loock &t Wej/toc closely or they will

net be able to spear any WeJ), but Wej borungur may; look at Wej Mor
without fear after they have passed their beeduwong periocd and

are men.




The dark patoh in the Milky Way is called Wej Mor (emu's

own father), By some district natives this is supposed to

be the wej that Jutiteh tried to burn, but wej escaped and
went up into the sky.
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