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the 1915-;6 Reports for thef'Tara'n Abafany and ﬁnrak;;
Islonds cempiled by the Dilfrict vtiicer,
2, ¥r Grimblae hses added en appendix in
placa ¢f ‘Genaral rosarks' wnioh is of consideranble
_ loecal interest and which should be of w:lue to the
, e ‘\ Lands Cosmission which is to =24t &n each lslind as
2 ’}397"} soon as the n-wtq?vornment vessol is upoquirad,
T > I a;m sending o copy of xr Crimble‘’s repcrt for ihe

favour of Kr durdech's resarks aespecially as ré&jards
lang custous in the Central and Bouthern Gilbe:ts,
I have alse asked Lessrs Hurdooh and ‘riuble to ke
goed enouygh te confer to-gether, ant to let ne have

sample sheets for the printing ef thoe ney Tandt Resiiters

_an@ of any furthar boaks of recerd which will have to

be printed in ;-zpti.g;lga'tion of the sitiina-c of the

Jands Cemmissien,

3. I would 4raw Your iimcellency's :tit@ntion

to the adble and thorough manner in whjich kr Griudle

has approachod' this mest diffiewls of all native pro-
®lens in this Coleny. '
1 have thc henour.to be,

8ir,

L L

Your most obedicent servant

CE. G0 EL DT, -%

e ks e e e

nesident Commi:sicner,

el (b L ey v
e s e b Ll ke . . . ‘L Yeme o
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Ng, 3 _of 1917, OILRERT & AILICE ILLAMDY CULONY,
Betio, Taraws, 30 Januery,
1917
3z,

‘e

1 have the honour to sutmit herawith /mnual Raporis
roi the Ialands of nargkwi, Abaiang, and Tarawsa for th»
period lst July, 191§, to 30th June, 1916, e particuliars
have yot arrived from the island of ruimaa, Attached
to the statistics, and ia plsce of *General Remarks by tae
Digtrict Officer®, I add an sjpendix dealing »ith matters
concerning all the Islands under my cherge, and wfid ch rasy
be regarded as complementary %o yr, Smith Lewse's apzendix
of 1914-15. In a separate lgtter 1 propose to deal with
80n¢ aspects of the Sutive Sovernmment of this Distriot, whioh
ie in meed of reorganisatioan.

8. 1% 18 fitting to exprese in this place my oblige-
tien to N.¥,P.Sewani, whe, on my arrival, -1thin¢h ot in my
department, was at all times willing to place at my disposal
his great kmowledge of the Native sharacter and his still
greater influemee over the people.

3. A covering remark, applicable to all Reports on
the Tarswa District, 4a that Tzrawa 18 suffering acutely
from diicontipuity of poliey. Esnch uf%}cer in charge
zust naturally im;.ort his own methods of attacking the
work to be done in the Dietrict - he may, in fac$® roguire
several menths himeslf to settle upon his own volicy =
and the Native Covermments do not attain their full

‘ working

Resident Coummissjioner,

¢ CE AN 18 5 U By
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full werking effisiency until they have ashieved a grasp of
the neveomer's attituds. It is hignly desirable that the
Tesidenee of Cffieers should be more parnantnt then has been
the ease for the past three years.

4, Angther abgolute necessity for this Distriet is
that the Gfficer in charge shauld'havc 8 good knuw.edge of
the Gilbers language. 1. ean emphatieslly voueh for the i o5-
8ibility of lserming overything that it is necessnry for o
Distriot Officer %o know from the average Gildert interprater.
A 01lhert Native remains befere all things a G11bert Native,
thewefore seeretive, and will eongeal anything whieh hig
rrejudicen prompt him to conceal. Mis attitude towards the
Distriet Offfeer is as ¥ele merely that of a grsaophnnc -
ke recerds what he ig 1lttruct'l %o resord. I4 ia by constant
visitation of villages and oonvntnatxon with thn pcoplo that
the heart of the Distriet is loarned.

5. I have mot Yot had time to PE@pare and dind eopies
of this Regewrd for trnnm.uuu $o His Exocsllency the High
Commissioner, bus will post them in the mext mail direet to
Fij4 in order that ne further times may be less.

1 have the hemour to be,
8ir,
Your obedient servant

- 7 .
( ‘\'é—.] { I('-L/.-I/‘(':d‘\_'t& L/I"’I:T .‘-

Distyict Officer.
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Froam let July,191%5, to 30th June, 1914.

WSBRhow Sotd K LB
18140 OF |
Men Wemsu Boys @Girle Absentess T O T A L.
Population 791 818 378 ﬂ e 2,417,
Births 92 '
Deaths 26 ’
Barrisges 27

Number of charges, Hative lesgistrate's Ceurt 625
Kunber of Convietions ........cevecvcesncess 563

Total Priscnexs for the yeer: lale .........127
Pemsle ... 70

A‘Dut Of nn.. lm.d .--.....o............i?z- 9"' Q.
M“ .r Tr‘“u uo.n'.. 49 @S 008090 ee 890 g0e ?
Eumber of Pirearms Regilstrations ....cc00000 @
Humbe® of Deg Reglistrations ...cccevsscscece 91
Blinfau ‘or ‘h. Fm @ e & 9 % 9400 qasdeod oo 19.‘1 1"‘...
Number treated in Hospital ...iccccivconnasne
Humbexr of out patitntl teevavvcevncsssrpeocasn
Bumber of kissions and Denominations ....... 2 (Protestant: Poaston
R, Catholio: Hociet
of the Baored Heart).
Changes of Native Offioizls:- Four Kaubure, 6 Island Polics.
Charges againet Native Offieisls and result of enquiries:-
Poligeman, Karotu, Adultery (aggravatod).!nprloonod 1l year.
. , Tutu, Bpreading false reports. : 3 months.
Beribde, Indocont behavisar in publie ....Suspended : P ——
Chief of Police, Adultery (firast offence)lin;risoned: & weeks.

Eature of fublio Works coxmpleted:- (a) Village eazting hcuses;
(b) Male and Pemale Gaols, N.G.Station; (c) House thutchas.

and in hand:- (a) Wells, (b) Eating hcuses, (e6) Ccok houses, (d) Can-
oos ©88 for Hoepital and Village work, (e) Replanting wuste
lands.
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From 1st July, 1915, to st June, 1916.

ISIAND OF A B A X ANG,
Mgn Woemen Boye @irls Absentees T O T A L.
Pepulationm _ 229 742 390 303 21 2,185,
Bi¥tNO coceavsnsnnass80 |
Doathe ..sc00000000008
HaX2iages ccoceocvscadd
Numder of Charges,Native Magistrate's Court .......-llP

m“ 0‘ cm*’tiﬂn' LA R B R RS A L R R N R RN ] “

"“1 rﬂ".m ‘“ ‘h. y“r l.....llﬂ-.......'..l.l-.. “hl.
. 22 Pemale.

Amount of Tin08 18VE0& ..cccoorsvscvcccorsorvecaccccddl = B = 0
5 dumber of Trading Lieenses ...sccvcevscccscoscsocese §

Number of Pirearme Begistrations ...ccovccccsveccsoe 2

Nwaber of Dog Ragistirations .................,......l‘ 50

Rainfall £for tBO YO8 scoscsssscoosscssccscnnsessces HO FoQOrd,

Fumber treated in npnpttsl ceasessssssesessessssssssIbl

Fumber of QuS patdent®d ..ccvcccccccenccscssssspcnses 42 |

Bumber of lissiong and DenoBminatioNs .seccceccvscsee 2 (Protestant:
R.Catholier
Bacred Heart)

Ghangss of Netive Offioiele:- 1 Seride; 3 Peliss; 4 Ksubure.

Charges sgainst MNative Offieials and reswls ef saquiries: - |

1. Dali:g-nn: ain%tarr ....................Inprtaontd: é months.

2. A
3. L) Disobeying Xaubure's order... o 1 month.

Natere of Publie Wesks completed:- (1) Dwellimg Howses, (2) Wells,
(3) Three village mangebas, (4) Latrines.

and 4= hand:- (a) Wharf, () Resonstyuction on sanitary lines of all
' vill o (9) Replanting of waste plases, (&) Deetruetid®
Y of vo Gevernment Station and reconatruction en a
: aystamatie plan,
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From let July,1915, to 30th June, 1916,
ABE b

5

SLAND O AR P

en Women 3Boys Girls Absenteszs TO?D?AL
Poyulation ...... 399 441 273 278 11 1,391
BiXth® cvceecencncesa 54
DOAMNS sivus ivcunnisas 36 :
BaPrriages ....covceee 14
Humber of Charges Mutive Magistrate's Court .....282
Humber of Convicions ..ioceecesccocncvccossococes 96

Total Prilanil‘_' for M JOAP cucocevcssssoncecacs 5& ¥ale
38 Femc.e.

Amount of Fines 1ovied ..ccevivoscrcsacssccances 52= 2« O,
Hunber of Trading LiCenses ..ccccieocesvccnsovecos 3

Humber of Firearams Registrations ...cecceevsvecese 2

Humber of Dog ReGIBIIXation® ...c.ivevcencccscoscedsldd

Rainfall for thHe year "escencsecsrcvesccanssvsessedle79 inclas.
Buaber trezted in Hoepital sesssscsssssssssnnnce 7S

Numbor of out-patients .....cococvecocscctoscvcen 7

Bumber of ﬁllicnl and D.nmmttun. cespPsesevanos 2 (i)rﬂteﬂtﬁntin()lta
R.Ci:tholio:Beal-
ety of the Buo-
red Heart).

Changes of Native 0ffieials:- 4 K:zubure, 5 Policemen.

Churges against NHative Officials and result of encuiries:-
2 Eeubure. Meglect of duties, Diemisgsed, ° '
Policeman, Adultery .........lmpriscned: 6 months.

" « Qut after ourfew..Dismisged. v

Nature of rublic Works compieted:-(2) Repairs t o dwelling houses,
(b) Olearing %0 5 fathoms deside 11 rouds, (o) Penoe of
Bospital.

and in hand: - Eu) lew Mative Government Statieu, (b} Bating houases,
¢) Coek houges.




APPEEDIX to Anmual Hepert en Tarawn Distriot, 1915-1916,
GG 0 AR '

i. Betip Btatioen.
1. BNative Affairs.
Ii1. The Land Question. L
e o e TR T

Ao _BETIC_BTATION,

1t is rosrlttabli that.my predecessor, Mr.8mith
Rewss, haéd not the epportunity to make hias own annusl rejyr k-
oén the work of improvement c:rried ocut on Betic Btation durigy
hie residenge. I hope it may not ;ppllr impertinent in sitier
senee of the word to express my admiration of the results
achisved both 4n bullding =2nd &n organisation. I ahnuld naver

have besn 2blg %0 cerry om in the duties of both Clerk snd

Police Offiger in addition to thees of Distriot Officer had
not the Btatiom bdeen in almost perfeot runnfing order snd the
Native Officinls methodically drilled ir their Tespective
Spheres. : .
On arpival I was adble to compare the new Folice Bzrr- '
acks with my memory of the 0lé, nnd %0 apprecinte the change,
The new lines consist of a model village uiéhin'an enclosure,
whieh flanks the mush snlarged Perncie Ground., It ise laid out in
orderly and lani§n11 fashion, 4n rows, esch row consisting of
houses of unifurm type, suiterble to the rank of the inaate.
Bzch house® hns cookehouse and eating-liouse, built to sc=le,
Bath-houses, weils, !3trines unm-rried barr-cks, and unm rried
@es® are arranged with =n aye tog -ightlinaaa and accesaibility.

Any zdditions oy compxutiuna mady aiaco ¥r. Bmith
Rewse's departure have been cffocted with siriot regard to that

Cfficerts plan.

Otlier works completed on the Str tion , since my srrivs: '
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a¥Fival are a cement slip lid landiag steps b:.thn boat harbour,
&nd a derriek sapadle of 1ifting heavy material frea boats,
which was construeted frem -pm gear of the »s.ws. *Tokelau®,

The ead of the ocontaining wall ef the Boet harbour has been
resonstructed in reinforced concrete, calculated io withatond
Vesterly gales. A further 50 feet have been added to the
dressed stone sga-wall ai-ﬁu Station, nearly completing 1%,
Werk has procseded satisfastorily on the Feolemation of land
before the Polise Lines started by Mr. Smith Rewse, who, in the
period undswy mtu; enclosed the ares to be reclerimed in o sea-
wall of umdressed stone, which finishes off the Bﬁtion at the
Westera ead, -

in Mt the foundations were 1aid of a 25,000 galion
cutm. ia an for work im the periocd 1916»-17.

ﬂu of the two new housas for Tarsws was teken in hand
et ke beginning of June, and, By the end of tlnt month was well
under way.

. The outter “Flotsam®, feund dereliet in i9.4, has now
ﬁ'tl fitted end rigged, enabling the Sletrict Oftinor 10 make
mﬁlr Tisiis to the Island of Adajang, 3 miles digtant. This
sutter has gaved many pounds on the Hospital and Polies Trans;ort
votes, ia the tyaffie of patients and prisomers teo and from
Ahlw: '

The remaining more imporiant I’nl‘k: dimc during the per-
i0d4 191¥-16 weva the sompletion ef the white ward io Betio Ceg-
el Nespital; the further extemsion of the sione jetly townods
doop watey; and the improvement of wedls on the 8%atien; the
lilo!ntloﬁ of all mative latrines, =nd the improveasnt of the
female prlaoa.r-';'nrkiua ceartere.

Il. BATEVE .FPAlns,
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The villages of Tarawa end of the other three Islands
of the Distrioct are on thie whole untidy. They heve not Leen
subjected to suech nyltamatic building methods as tuoﬂﬂ in the
Southern Islznds o! the Greup. Betio hag baen t-len in h:ac
and when cempleted will serve as = model for the imitatich of
all Native Governments, although eaoh Island will HHHHK call
for adaptations of the original to meet locnl peculiaritises.

As fTar as possidble the villages will ve replicas of those in
the Southerm Gilberts. |

abalnng being mev subject to monthliy visite of tne
Diatrict Officer is au:koninj fzom the enervated sttitude
towards all werk which seozs to be the ahnractnrt-t;o of itis
popilation, he Motive Govermment of this Illand'il distingtly

| feeble. - The Magistyate, althauah hﬂcdit#ry Eing, i® « person

. of 1xtt1¢ sharaster and smell tnrlnqnco. the real power being
held by his cousin garmain, Ten Tenana {alsoc called Iuribahn)
whe 48 a mative of singular tnt.lll.anuc and one of ths few
natives of Abalsng with a distinct pcrucnaltty. The kegistrate
and Xing, Te Keiea (wnose name i3 herxeditrry, =nd n;alagou-
to the Roman "Caeser), has in = high degree the defect of moat
I'lkllnCt = lack of disorstion. His Gourt work, hie adainistrs.
tion and his eheics of Kaubure 2re feeble in th¢ extreme. The

Chief Xaubure, Pioti, deing old, will sgon retiro.
be 2n efficient

It wouwld
boleter to the Government if Ten Tonrna weT a
ehosen ap hip suoceessor.

larakel is without doubt thae

Distriot from the point of view
due to

premi ey Illﬁpd of ihe

o:'apps«r*nooa. This is perhspa
She great matura) benuty of the island,
Small sise and grsater Tertiiity,
wielded influence

ogether with jtg
Thc  ®trong hold ang wisely

of bath Iinaiona unnng the people k-

Yo zlge
Pieyed . helpfyl pard.,
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Hsiaps, owing to lack of sommuniestion, has not been visited
during the year, but is, by repoPt of Mrtives mnd Miesionsries
arriving themce, in grest need of su ervision.

Bifficulty having been enccuntered at Turnwa in the
transport of patients trﬁm éistant villzges to ﬁhn Conirz{ Hus=
pital 24 Betio, the Netive Govermment very neartily embracdd p
pRapossl that gach villa&. should subscoridve to build its gen conoe
for Hospital uﬁrk. The scheme involved sn average expenditurs
per usdult head of 2/4, or 281be of copra, which wrs no fiay dship
aven to the smallest landowsner. The people then apprcrched e
with a propossl to obtaim a second cxnoe, for fiaving, fur each
village By pubiic subseription,

It is hardly possible to everrute thel;hportancc of en-
coursging the native to use his own o=znoe. Besides beiag a source
of hardiness and health, it ia 3 source cf .ivelihuud. The
lagoon of Terawa teems with fiah, which the ighabitunts neg.soct
Wore as the years pass, The Islandews, in the aufhnntic npirxi
of ®garpe diem”, argue thet cop?a, whieh means wmoney, is easy to
get, while fishing involves effort and esrns Mo silver. Bventunle
1y they have become, 2g 2 ¢lass, inexpert fishermen, and zps
vulnerable to colde upon the water »s habitusl landamen. These
are the charesteristics of the rising ¢onnratton on Tarawn, It
lays up for iteself the cerininty of h= rlihtp in times of drought
when coconuis ruiA, and pendanus withers, and every man muet willy
nilly fish for 1ife.

This condition in a comuunity whose home ig but a wiap
of land between sea and ses is »n unnntural thing. The results
are (a) Bemi ptarvstion during droughts;

{®) Qolde, infiuenza, pusuz.onia, phthisis - mhen the soft
alid unpractiged are driven by want tc undergoe protracted
@Xposurs in search of t;od. )
It is desirable to stimulate the training by easy stages of the
Triaing gcnsrutionlln all matters pestaining to sailiing and
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and fishing. 1% &» satisfactory tc note that the othervics
incompetent peepls of Abainng shew g marked su- eriority to

the other lslanders in marine natiers. This is perhehs dué

to the fact that their lugoon is less forbidding thin those

of Maiana and of Tara»a. The latter in particulor 1w of «
dangercus and wicked habit, which m~kes it the more imfwérarive

that Tsrawans should not lose the hobit of secmanshij

Bensvolent Wep Funds.

' Prom the 1st July, 1915 to the 3Cth June,Igié, the
sum of £1,137 « G = 10 hes been subscribed to wer funaa.b;
Natives, Missions, Traders, =ad Ofiicials. Of this over
#1,000 was given by the Hatives, in the form of coyr:.
Before ene donation of copra was 80ld the satives wou.d pre-
pere a second instelment. There are further end larger suams
to be reported, which were collected inIGOprn in the yeor
under review but not gold until the beginning of the pericd
1916-17.: The figures on record spesk for themselves: remarks
by the Pistriet Officer would de superflucus.

Missione.

It 8 = great pleasure to report on the wise sad
good mannier® in waich Eissions of both denominations exart
thelr influsnce among the natives. kztive Ufficials are
often lacking in tact, and on outlfina islands oanwoauap
much friction betwoen Govermaeni =nd Lissions througk .ﬁ:ﬁ?
stupidity. In view of the grest difficu.iies with which the
Kissions hxzve :%n contend in their everyday endeavour, it is
not surpPieing thst smail! additiensl worries caused by
indisoreet Mstive Ufficisls should sometimes cvertax ihe
patience of individual Missionzries., Thie leads to eccasional

cuarrels, in which right (in the great mejority of cusse) s

on the side
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of the Mimelom at the begimning. The kissiom rould begin to
find itself in the wrong only when driven by.thncr irritatioa
te the indiserstion of interfering with the Nrtive Gceveranment.
This is ecertainly to be derreczied, but it is not impoessible
of understending, by any Officer who has had exper.eace of
the lative vis inertia. He case of such nntu?q has arxsaﬁ in
the District within ihe year, although some nembers ot the
Terawa Bative Govermment, nov.being giosely watoched, have
given cause of justifiable resentment to the Catholic
Migeion. The Missicne on Tarawa deserve commendstion for
the mederation of their dameanour, and for the good wi({
they have shown im observing the formalities of Govermnent
during pericds of diffieulty.

it will be n‘l‘ll&ry %0 eomplete the nrraugim.nti
started by My. Smith Rewse on -?nra‘n, for the ltnndni'diaatlon
on all Islands of the number of ndult inmates yearly excused

Communal Work for entry into Mission fences.

131, LAND.

Fhroughout the Distriot thie ia 2 thoray gquestion.
Land i3 the entity of the Oilbert Hotive's existence. How
desp the love of it is serted may be 111untrét§d in the remarj
made to li'ﬁy en mged Tarawen landowner who refused o meke
provision for his son. “The land®, he seid, "was my father's
and my grandfather's, who won it &n wars snd kept it through
other wars. I made my son. 1 cannot make lend., I will keep
ell my land®". This csase i3 typlecal. To regaré it as extrn-
ordinary i@ to run tiie riek of misunderstsnding the pressing
need of the rerdjustment of the present 1-nd situation.

For a consideration of the aetual stats of nffairs

4% &» necessary to begin with the subject of Land Registers.

Reghatexs.



WESTERN FACIWFIC ARCHIVES
REPRODUCTION RIGHTS RESERVED

-AROLISINRE.

Hach Island at present posseszes its own Register,
which remains in the safe of the Nntive Government. These
Registers were first eom)iled 2about sixteen years ugo, with twe
ends in view: first, they were intended as proof of finaf set-
tlement of ownership, and seccndly &as a basis lor the asscssment
of the.land (ocopra) tax, The question which now requires an
answe¥ is - "Are the registers, as they stand, wyeli-ble proofs
of ownership?®: If 4t is taken as conceded (And it must be 80)
that th;y were in the first pDlace ourrect, ithe: cnswer to this
questien §s certaimly im the negative. The Registers have,
in fact, suffersd z{teration.

L4 g i}

8uch is the pertinacity of the lative regurding land
that ne maohinery of the law hna'up to this day convinced him
that & cause, onoe settled, is lost. It must be borne ia mind
that Island Officials are also Natives. ¥ven the Registers
failed to comvince them of finmlity. Thus 1% ﬁappcnad that
Basive Magistrates, nowv long deesased, contimmed tc entertain
apynnln;'to adjudicate afresh; to reverss the very rulings on
waich the Registers were founded; to erase 'du o_ntri‘c.-. aad to
substitute tham by new .

fhe majority of these things were dene ten years ago
and more. With the Service so thialy mﬁnng§ by whlto_offiqinls
and 8till in »n embryonic atage, it wia, if 1 may suy so, a
marvellous achievesent to preduce o register at sli. Small
wonder indeed, that the Native GoWernments were able to nltci
the land beocke from time Lo time unknewn to resident white afflotr}_
A9 fox the lantive .ngistruites themseives, they were aeting well
within the limits of the Oilbert, though not the Rn;liuh; code,
and posesibly failed entirely to und.rstagd'tgo\fxnality of the
Registers. Whatever thoif‘mpt;va-, their action was, hﬁvtvor.

res;unsible for mueh of the present confusion.

The : ' The
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The ttrii claus'if land nlntna,_thlrcfarc. to investigate nre
those laid by those whose numes were ousted from the Lapd
Registers in ad.unlauful Banner between ten and Fifteen yesra

uga, ‘ o
Ara :

Another elzsg of claim emanstes from the praotise
(very desirable if 1ngicully followed out) of "te katoka ara®
or "registration ef ownership®, On decssse of the owner a/(
next of kin and rarties othervisa 1ntereut¢d appear defore the
next Bowi to submit their cla&n. fhe estute is then diviced ag-
cording te thbcrt usage of succession after prao:'nr claim,
and tha namee of the new owners sre duly snscrided against the
land allptted them. 7The 1nportn#f madter in subh-é PRocess is
8f oourse, that g11 tu&creat;h varties should be sither present
or reprtacntaﬂg Ané this is preécisely the point wh&oh the
dative Governments have centinually disregarded, There are
cases in whigh it is alnin.d that the cousin oy nephew of the
daooanod has had his nane registered, to the excliusjon of ehild-
ren oY brothnrl, b: virtue of havlng won the race to the Cours.

Bdeputes arising out of 8uch eonditions aye of twe
36Tts -~ the old and the reeent. 1In ocsces whieh hnpp.n to be
within tho mewory of the existing Bowi it is pcanzhlc to recpen
maitlers with all interested parties present, aut in the
oclder disputes §t not 1n£r¢quently hsypcna thnt nany ef thl
wilnesses eorx parties originally interestec 6re dead, and for feay
of caanin; yot a fregh injustice, the Court ruet order a mereg

inscription of the complaint in the Lnnd Cluims soek, for sete

f tlement by the projected Lands Commiesion,
Conscerning this Commiseion some few rem;rkl-wlll ke .
offered 1ater,
Aoundayjes,
The thirdknlaeS'qi lnnd Slaims relntes %o Boundaries,
Re -

2 2"
)
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and in this cat;sory hay ®e incluced disputes eonnected witlh
land whioh has grown by acecretions to foreshore, |
Boudaries are na 2 rule marked by stoﬁos of no grest
8129; they may 1:180 be indicated by mnrks s¢ erheneri! s small
holes in the ground. In s;ite of the fact inat they arée otherviepe
an honest race there are few (Gildert N-tives too scrupulous to
meve a bouhﬂfpy stone lfhﬁh;-éhanpl offers. lotty czses wre not
Giffigult of settlement, but th?ra sre many digputes awaiting
adjudisation in vhiech the difference in position of the respeci-
ive boundaries claimed is grest. The sres to be lost or guined
by a changs of boundary iomctimen amcunts te an aore - an arde
large enough to suppert a housshold if well tended.
e ' o guide tu tiig Gours.
The Register contains marolyviha';annn'cf the vagious pieces of
land sppeasite the bunar'u name. The work of the Court is to
degide precissly tne boundaries within whish such lund-n:mes
applys . |
Thus the ssttlement of sueh di.phta- depends upon HY
the mest meticulous sifting of the evidence rained from the cloud
of witnesses sonjured up by the disvutante. And this evidence id
of such a nsture ss only e native Court ooule for » moment enter-
tain or waderstand. It is of no importanse tov = Mative whether
he be on the side of truth or of cupidity in o land dispute. e
— is as willing sm 2 Gewman mercencry to aarsi either purty. He ie
i% harrowingly untruthful at all times.
Asepetions.
| Under the heading *Boundaries” fall guseu ¢of foreshore
agoretions. The rival theories on which settiements have been
baged are two:e (1) Some cfaim that the length of the sea frent.
' age of adJaecntzlandownor' decides the
length of the "riki® or “grown land® (vids
mmm A);
(48)
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A PR
{11) __'_'Th‘_ov_xs_et_!enﬁ soheel states that the ses frontage
.: is unim'porstunt and that the old bounurry lines

shﬁlci be ;e'roducld in their original directiom
across the new land ic weter-m .rk (Diug.rumﬁi).

In ccses where land has grown all along the :sea firontnge of iwo

adjoining properties ar(_-,umept (1) has achieved a rough and ready

Justige saultact*ory to all,

liew lsnd, however, hag not as & Fule grown with sucn
iymetry. in g-ﬁaral t.ho "riki " under dispute is @ locnlised
piece, at a pomt where adjoining prnr:ertun meet (Diagram C).
Under such cirmtuota argunent (ii) is alone sble to solve the
direction of the new boundury 11!10.

Let it be supposed tkmt 1nlmt¢d agcretions cccur ot tHE
iaah end of a cortatn holding (Magra.n D). Bonndar_:l.ca vould have
te bc drawn nndOMM teo cugum,cnl (11[ Iﬂt a later date the land
betwesn the two a.carnuons gradually fills wp. The resuit would be
& sirip of asoretion along the whole ses-front with boundaries
drewn as mm already in Diagram B.:'. 'l‘hxn would seem to show
that argument {44) 4s the more oonsistent of the two.

e

i “Plogram B wouid huwwn---&lilu'su-nc a Eaiu in which it
would not solve sll poseible difficuities. But such a o=se is
hardiy i1ikely to appcar,: "as & "riki" is not as a ru.e so extensive
a8 to roigs the point, -

There is taim sﬁriking difference between accretioh
@laims and other forms of land digrute nlrendy dealt with:- that
while the latter =re baged upon u¥leged infraction of a recognised
@ilbert uaagc. the former arise from the wiciation of no ﬁ.xad
lml nj a.l_;L. l‘htro is no law on the aubJact tuera\ are merely twe

rivu npinion-, either of whioh na.y bo ulo;:tod by a Hagistrate e
8080rding %o his lighta or, @ore proba‘bly. his interess.

e

' p_gba; Eits,
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: Claime counern}ha Babail Fite are perhans more numerous
fhan any others, Thie is & class of dieputes which wil¥l afford
infinfte difficulty to the Lznds Commicsion, since there hre never
been a register raeorﬂina ownership of pits. It fe:y freguently
happens that the pit of A is situsted in the very centre cf 3's
lamd, Such a condition qweuhiil origin to the daye when B’
angestors made the proginttors of A the Oarqtakcri of their fund.
In the time of the kingly families the curetakers were morc or [ess
the-v@lltiui of the landowners, but by degrees acquired the right
to amess a ggrglof 'poculiun? through their poraonai industry,

A Babai Pit. f&i example, dug by = caretakir on tlie 'lend of tre
everlord, bq;an to be rccognii;d.ai whe pcculiar proverty of the
ti;gor. she cauld rams it on to his son even though the latter

- pere not caretnktr of that piecs of land,

" ¥hus many {ond possibly the mejority) of the Habai Pits
arpe évn.d tyﬂlntttce who have no rights in the 1znd surrounding
them. It follows sp a matter of sourse tha$ the ussal tyne of
quarrel has srigén out of the alleged ;-urrapuuoug enlargement of

pits at a date when the ownership of -the land nnd the pit bad
become sharply divided. The abeence of registers and the wild-
neas of ev&#tdco hsve been fifurrod te. Clear information ai to
the originsl size of the pits is diffigult to ebtain.
M

:! - . w

Apother clusa of real eatszte of which no register has ‘

Ll

been made {z “to ma® or "fish wall®., There ure several unsettled
disputes under this heed still awaiting decision by tue LnnduIUnlf‘
Bission. The fieh wells nre circular enclosures buils of rough
stones-en ithe reef, in which fish cre t;appqg by the failing tide.
cgrjsgq aonﬁitlonn of tide, surrent #nd bottom ure indispensable

te the efficacy of the irapp. and favourable sites 4:. comparste
iysly rare. anoh_sitcn h=nve ﬁrohghly been kn;'n and used fyr een-

turies, and were at first the apanrtuajnad- of <ingly families,
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rnn!iito. Puring the p&lt:ﬂo yeurs, since the coming of the
Flag, ;onc,of the "m2® have cnanged hinds with simoat ezch new
magisirate. /,s thers hag bern no register there has been

eveh leess chonce tawn ususl of finality. All to=% con Le (one
at present {3 to guarantee undisturbed gomsecrion to the actual
holder unti) the fin:l degision of the L-onds Gommission.
SPECIAL FITLES,

’ In sdditien to the ususl process 11nhar1tance) Dy
whioh land nhangol hands in these lIslands, there sre severw/
amethods et ;llnnutiun whidh need OOnaideratlon, inegmucl ne
they lun Mfuud thc exist%ng lands rashtorn in the paat

.9 appear tq dcmand special trumat in the future.
“(4) Te sbe B A4bu_ ("Land of the sdapsed?).
T tds 4s land given by the adoptive parent to the ud-
opted ch&ld. ﬁth rmmder te the heirs of hu ox her body,
or, flillu}lm& ef tiie adoptied ohild, with sontingent remein-
der to the -tm;ly ﬁf the giver. ' |
I1f the odopted child have 1&:&3, the lund passes fine
ally to ";ucn in fee simple. |
ooy rm- is very clear Gilberi ussge a,al nhould be quite
simple 1n opeEption, bud ,
{a) Buch gifts ure ssldom registered.The
~ land tharqx‘oro remaine in the register ia tiw nsome of the giver.
Thus, although the adoptive child may heve enaoyod full posnllu-
fon during the life :gf the giver, he loses the 1:nd after the
latter's ;gq_gncaec,"fﬂor laci of proof thut the actuci gift was
ever uade. The heirs of his Lody w«y suffer in the same wony,

' B (v) un the otier baund the family of the

: d‘ut may be the snfterora through tuﬂty registration:e The
unpt;vg parasat ngut.cr- the nane of ths adopt..d eon ugrinet a
- qeptain pigce of land, hw__l. 0o nots is made of the nature of tue

e
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.th! gifs, He ﬂi.;. loter, the adoyted dies, without issue.
Rightly, the lald=lhoﬁld return to the fanlly of the giver; but
os the adoyrted son®s noze is regletered without rem~ark under -
date when the onnir wes knowa to be nfive, the iamd remnins in
the fomily of the adepted.

In a highly orgcnised gommunity of iuropeans tie
law ndheres rigidly to doou%antnry evidence in such mstturs
but it is difficelt to apply 'unh'rulou of litercry sxcciiiude
to the ad:udioa&&ﬂn of Uilibert lasnd ciaims, in view of the fol-
lowing ocnsidoratxona.

i, The Bative does not yet understand
~ the funetions of the Register:

44,  Certain Magistrates in the past sp-
peur to have discourzged exsotituce;

iid. The Registers are eonsecuentiy now

no longer reliable.:
Te Ba o ¥,, ;

2. Mm leaf of the uri-tree)

thln tyve of ctnvqyancn is the tenrorao of the
abovcm xg s- a gift of land by the true parenss to the adoptor
of their ebild.: The objeos of the 837t is %e recay the adepter
fll‘hli tr'nhln ln bringing up the thld hance its mingular
lllc. na Qh' lissom lesf of the Uri ip used by iatzvo. in the
llfaat'- Sodlet nnoh as a flannel is used by Euripoant.

ek a |1ft is abnoiuto, being subject to no rever=-
sdon and 30 special remainder. Nevertheless, omission to regis-
ter the gift in the name of the beneficinry hgi given rise to
olaimg at the decesse of the adopted ohild, Phe ohild's family
hag claimed that the llnﬂ..'ﬂ,l only given on eundition th;."_t the
ehild 1ived, and have won bagkx the fand « thus ;efeating the
intention of the original giver. |

3. 2¢ Mangko (The fécding bowl).
On marriage of & daughter her father uaﬁally given

a picoo of lang te htr-ruth.r-tn-laQ. The yowung wirc is sup-
rosedly fed from such land: honca ltn name. Among lattvcn the
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the gift 1s alse coneidered a due rew.rd ic the father whe

gives his eon in murrisge. The Tand resses in fee sim.le to

the fatherein-law. It may ;130 be given to the motner-in.low
if her husband be decsased. The Gilvert usage is quitz clenyp

as to the person to whon i% pasee® under any given circu . ‘tunces
and need not be examingd in this repcrt. 211 difficuftéfs ar-
ise, 28 ucual, from failure to register such gifis. If Che naue
of the new owner is not regiatered, the family of the givexr
would not be true Gilbert if it falled to olaim that the fand
had enly been "lent® during the 1ife of the girl. As lend
lending ig of frequeat ocourrence anong the hstives suoh &

claim would nsver seem utterly prepusterous.
blal
4. 2o 2'ad g sing (the woman's prige)

This 1s payment of land made by a geducer to an
aggrieved husband, in lieu of mortsl combat. Pransmcticus of
this nature were forbvidden at the boisting of the ¥iag, but are
allisged to have ocontinued even after the eompilatidm of the
Registers. Change of ownership wag recorded in the Tegisters,
but ne nots added coneerning the nature of thes transfer. Claims
are founded upon dllegality of registration. Desoendunts of
those sedusers who were lnveigled into paying a land-pennlity
uow elaim that the transaction ahould be eonsidered veid, and

o

the land returned to the Tomily of the gzver{

5. %8 Nengbo (blood payment)

Restitution in the iumn of 1  ad nade by a murdorer
to the family of the vioctim, ihis yrictise ceased at the hoist-
ing of the fiag-and dues not aifect the Aegisters, Lut it is
connecied wiih some boundary dis;utes. A4 T.ypiéal cuse is us
follows:- ‘ and 3 nfo pdjoining lundowners. A olaiws
that a member of Higs family wos kilied by B'e amocestcor, AB

Festitution, the murderer agreed to the emiarzanent of the
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the boundaries of A's 1land so th .t a rorticn of his om

sbould be contained therein. Afterwnrds, Ly courage ¢r cun-
®ing, he destroyed the new beundary smd reverted to the old,
3 does not deny the murder nor the restitution. He of.ius
that A's DYoundery, as 4t now stands, is actually the enlargsd
ﬁoundary c¢onoedsd by his sncestor.

As before nolod, the Register gives only :u.. nsmes
net areas nor boundary marks.

The Court must thersfore decide by verbal svidence
{a) what was the original boundary ¢f A's isnd and (o, what

vas the area concoded by B's ancesiur,

SIABSIFICATION OF GAUSES.

the foregoing susmary of poesible causes of dis-ute
is besed upou @ series of more than 300 agtual eaess, waich I
have plrsonally discuseed in an unnrfloial manney with all clsge
8es of the people. Bvery exampls given is a conerets came,
whieh hag h.oﬁ. or will be, brought before the Court at some
time. Por compazative rurposes, after the viers of one party
bad been heard, the coantestant was visited and hie tale eliceited.
Cases have been discumsed in the oourse of friendly ecnversstion:
it is not a metter of difficulty to lend a Native to spe~k of
his, o® ancther rerson'e, land.

The sineerity of 21 cl'sims thu% digcussaed Qatur-
ally cannot be vouched for: but ii is & matier of wbsclute cer-
tainty that ut lesst ene, and in wmost oases a greet rany aore
than ons, of the types clted will come boicre the l.nds Comds-
sion, It hrs tnareforc been conslidered uiOiUL te b.xxg them

-

under notice, \
it is now ppseible to elassify the causes which
hove given rise to the vaPious tynes of land 1iapute of wLinh

£ shiovt aucouﬂt has been given adeve: -

(}J L
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Slaspification of Causen (continued).

(1)

2% n of the new 1and Registers by
upid or biamssed Kagistrates;

{2) En;.gj;xj_gllgtggafg of the Regiaters in pursurnge oi
e not illega’ ebject {Kegietration .fter deuth

(3)

of landowner in abserce of interested payvies:
feilure to note nature of gift, 28 in “Land of
the adopted®); .

Registers (es in cu.zes of gifte under
special titlies);

(4) Absengg of Registers (Bobai Fits, fiah walla);

$5) lnecomplatengss of Rezisters (Boundary a&lot)i
(6) ' :

e

1 u
aeeretions to foreshorej.

{(as.4in the csse8 of

The first work of the lends Cemmission wilf bve

the adjudieation of ¢laims. The sdditional funstions to Le

porformed may be fairly surmised from the above elessifiention

and ape, widely aspeaking:-

i,
14,

ii4.

iv.

V.

vi.

Revision of the sld Registers, where they have be-
eoms defective threugh sireumstances subsequent to
their compilatioen;

Direoting the trangeription of the old rTeoords inteo
Bev books whieh comprehend nll types of real eptate,
and cover all methods of cenweymneés;

Inegrporating into the new records =11 the tyves of
real ectate hitherto unregistared;

Faking meusures for the generul vublication ameng sll
classes of & get method of precedure to be followed
when land ghanges hends, with a scale of penalties
attached;

Examining all cases in whigh the Oilbert land usage
is ambiguous, cnd definitely fixing the same;

Batablishing a universal method of Barking bound:ries

Bealing with the above abjects in the order of their enumer-

etlen:e

do_Bevialon of the o3g Hexiaters.

It samnot but bve taken for grunted thit the old

Registers were in the first plase correet. To entertain any

gladw by which an original entry therein might Le zitered
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!!iltfihnrtforn be illo;ﬁllidnt. 1% would not onl;'ntultlfy
the immense labeur of the compilers; 4%t would aleo encourage
such a rOOpiﬂln‘I!f sAgient disputes ns would overwhelm the
Comniseion and reswaken perilous memories of war and blood-
fond ameng tha Islanders. All originnl entries in tue Regis-
te¥s should therefore be considered as absolute proof of ths
valid title of the person registered.  But it may heppen thnt
the person originally registered is desd, amd his successcrs
bave held his lands without $roudling to alter the reeords.
Sush sases must de droughy up to date, and amy olaims resuli-
ing frem the laxity of precedure heard.

But in gemeral the no&.stary weyision will ap;ly
only to eniries made ab a date lubnoqnoaa'to the compilmtion
of the Registews. As alpeady pointed oul, sush entries have
besn eithes Llleged 2lteration of the reeords, by bisssed
magistrates, after the raapoﬁlng of pettled digputes; or they
‘bave been voidable By reasom of q;r.ett7| adjudxeatzon.

Af or settiling all claimg, much care will have to
be exercissd In ascertsining that every piece cf land stands
registered in the name of the sctusl owner. A gre:t deal ef
the proliitnaqg_ank of seeing that the registers Are as far
a® poesidle Iy:%a date before the sitting cf ths Lands Comm-

issien nné!o performed By ths District Officer.

-]

t tabl ist
The dafects of $he present registers sre three;-
{1) They never show the nature of the title Wy
which land is held;
{(2) 7They do not include all types cf re:l estats;
(3) They offer no ¢lus as to the size of the lands
nemed. )
This last dotoct.-ln view of the impossibility eof
surveying each piece of land, would da difficult to remedy save -
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88¥8 in approximate famnion. It will be denlt with later,
undsr ®vii. Boundarjes”.

Defeots 1 and 14 could be reotified by the ado .tiem
of & new Register in the form of the sy eciuen f0ilo herc ith
subuitted. ¥ach landowner would have o folio. The foiio
is divided vertieally 4n the middle. The left hand divis-
ien shows owner's nams snd lsnds reseived: the right hand
division ehows detalls ef the digposnl of lands, either tefore
oFf after death of the ownew.

From the full folie one might see at s glancs all
nuﬁo;nnrr partioculars soncerning any given piede of land,
¥hen a plot is to be alienated, the ommer appears before the
Gourt and notifies it of disposal. Details are entered on the
“Conveyanga® g@ide of the owaner's fello, umd aftested by sig-
nztures of the Distriet (fficer and two lative g;;;nlall. The
details of this conveyanes sre then Scpied imto the *Receipte®
side of the bemeficiary's fello, and cross references are
aade. The signatures guarant.uith. transactignﬁ The trams-
opipiien of She eatsyy to the benefisiary's folio afferds a
dupltontign of registzry which 1Q useful for comparative pur-
poses.

- Suah 2 Regleter would meet the noconstttql of all
forms of rodilcatato. It would certainly recuire time to come
pile, but sowething of tﬁit nature is sorely needed, snd the
labour of gompilntion would be amply repaid by the saving of
time whieh its elarity would afterwarde effect 1n.60nrt vOTk.
In all ¢ases whers an owner hns held by virtue of sn originsl
entry in the old Reglaster it would be necessary mergly to
note that fact in the new Regiater, and thms the work of
transoription would be valﬁly lightened,

in the specimen pnge submitted I have attempted %o
surpose entries which illustrate every type of ozse.
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Cages conuected with types of real pro, erty, such
as Babai Iits, which have never een registered would ce
better reserved for adjudiocation in a sejparate olaces., Detuils
wquldkgn recorded on judgment given and preserved for cr fiing
intc the body of the new Htgiatcr. Asfthora huve been no
records of ownership zn thll. cases, a time limit vill h:ve
to be fixed. 7The difficulties of time limites in such pro-
Seedings will be great if tiwe is to bde meosured by Luro;ean

standasds. But every lintive understands mensurement of time

"By Wars, The last ¥ar on euch Island Sook ;luce, as « rule,

Just before the eoming of the llag. The hative would undere
stand pexrfeotly if it were atat.d that no elqlma would be
heard which had their origin before the last war.

.Lz;_zlnslﬂs:i; | |
' A%t present the MNative ta iznoraat of the necessity

of striet prosedure in lend trlaiaaiionl. It should not bve

difficult to tsach htn.othoriiiun The stir ceused by the

. kends Commission will bs its cwn advertisement, and any pro-

nounsement made in Court will be the subject of Island dis.
cussfion. It woullldo & great deal of good if a series of
simple rules tu be observed by all were published in each
island by the Commission. The Netive shouid be informed:-

(a) ?t the uge of the Regimter and its absolute final-
Sy,

() ©Of the nullity of any future conteyanco unless
Tegisteored;

(@) Of tne liability to puniehment of any men whe
rehaine land in defisznce of the leglister.

Fenzlties under (o) should bde pranarlbcd and alao heavy
punt-h-.ng. against Hative Officials who taNper with reocords.
It should be lsid down that the signature of the Digtriss

 Officer is absolutely necessury for the ratifiestion of &

oonveyance. In this wey, and thig ealy, een unfailing justice
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Justice be relied an.

The most useful method of advertising the necesuity cnd ensup-
ing the nraetise of striot Proocedure would be to charge e
sn2ll fee af, say, ene shilling om even sixpenge, for every
ratification of eonveyance. The Hitive will rexlige mush more
cloatly.to,formnl end binding nature of tue trans:actisn af
Boney rasses hands, evea tbbugh the amount be insignificunt,
His receipt weuld ilao.bc §c0d evidence in ease of nceideni-
to the Register, |

' t 8w _ -

Only in rare crses is“thu Gilbert ilang ﬁauge AWML -
uous. If left to itself it works with surprising olsurness,
end is only obscured by the superpositicn of xurpjean congep-
tions. As the land uenges of the Islanders hee been guarane
teed to them for ever, it is desirablie thut they should be
defended from all cutside infiuences. Any adulterations
should be classified und oondeuned by the Cummiawibn. ﬁh.ra
the Native sustom is indeed of 1tself mmbigusus, it should be
definitely fixed for the future.

Under the head "ambiguity of law? might be especi-
ally comsidered the rightd und obligntions of hereditary care-
takers., ©On an Isl'nd such as Abalang, vhere the royal line
is 8till a factor of imyortange, there is = large class of
hereditary earetakers, who are in wny creses old men, and
“hoge fathers and grandf tliers befure them hed chzrge of the
8288 plot of land. Bave for their share im the produce of
the 1nnd they huve tended they ure lindless. 3y general oon-
sent it is conceded that »n overiorc shhould remerber the
long serviee cf lLis ceretekers. But there is rno definite
usage protecting even the most faithful retuiner. a curateker
is lisdle, nfter forty years, to be ejeated at the csprige
ef the 1nndowner. Sueh sn cocurrence is by no means ﬁnusual

atl Abaisng, PThe Giibvert Hative 1is utterly without charity to
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to Bis own kind. 324 would Be & task not unworthy of the
Lands Commission to‘cengldtr & seheme By which a retainer
might at lsaat sarm the right of remaining en the land under
protestion of the Couys irt'r 'irktndfn it for a certnin rum-
ber of years.

oun ) l
As there nre over 2,000 pieces of land in the Tu¥ -
wa Distirict alome, it would asnenr to he 1nponniﬁlo to insti-
tute a bogndary survey. But the Commission geuld iay dewn
hard and fnat_rnlcl for the marking of =11 disputed boundaries,
8tones of sdegunte size might be prescribed rs norke and a
seale of penaldies for the infraction of boundaries might be
drown up. Tusre is a8 present far %00 1ittle attention given
n the Nautive Oeurts to the eriminsl espect of boundary dis-

o vVe€imen

Futes, and thIQnii latives eseape punishment after deliberste

faletfication of a neighbour'’s marks.

At'preaonl. in land eases, as in all ether affaizs
whieh come before the NHative Courts, the Distriet Offieer mere-
iy assists ad proeeedings.
In land matters pavéisularly he ab-

He 4s present in an advisery, not
a judieial, esmpacity.
stains frem all appearancs of making dootllo;;. since it

would be dangerous to intermeddle with the Gilbers notions ﬁt
heredity.
gee that the Native law hes 2 f:ip arpligatign,

be lsiands im the Gildert Group where the Mative Officials

The Dietrict Officert's chief rasponsibility 4e to

There muy

are froe from bias in lund mattsrs, but thers is certainly
not suel on Islund in the Torawa Listriet. @enerally speaking
42 the Netive Magistrate amd Chief Kaubure are strong and just
nen, all parties to a Oani have an squal ehance. But the

strong are seldom the most just; and the Just minded are pos-

siviy
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peusivly vu;um. 8peaking of the Tarawa Disiriot, i%

weuld be safe o0 gay that th. pronncn oz‘ a District Otfioep

at all mgm of the Lows mhen land 1- “nder discussion

{® indispenscble it un“auiu Justiae is te b. Eaintained,
The !«mﬁl Commission will simgldfy matters by finaz,ly

dealing with all burning cases of dispute. If ite wosk ip
dong ti:lrouhly the rutuu funetions of the Land Court will
be eonﬁm 48 the mere formsl rmnrauon of eurrent oconvey-

..mu and thc ouurum adjudigstion of boundary disputes.

But ﬂ«: undu' woh cenditiens the Blatriet Gffiger should

' b* pﬂunt.. |

Before the sitting of the landg c;:muion the
mmnn Officer can d¢ muen nﬂiq wzk. Every lsland
;uo- h&a 8 Land Claime loo.h.. in Ih.&ch are mor:lbod the names

: Q‘ Ahene o wish 4o bring matier of dispute under the ad-

J\pﬁ.utuﬂ of the cmmon, The prom mptcd in the

| ‘hnn Diatriet in all eases of J.ual cmu Dow -ubht.tu
h 4he various zintiu dfm (2} ttnnn.-

Te give a hsoring to every -laln and 4o deside whetlmer
' (a) It should be dimmisced as frivelous;

(b) Or heard ul. settlad 1mcq;uuly.

(¢) o2 n‘utu-ed for hearing by the Comminsion, |
lo nm i® allowed teo bo» entered in the Claims Book withewt
pﬂinion of the Bowi, Bu’u.al of the Bowt is subject to
appesi- to the Distriet Offieer in Cours, whllo he ie on
vh!t to the lsland. Notice is Yepeatedly given that no
alatmt will de heard by the Commiauon save those entered in
tho Claime Book,

The above pntmds to be nothing mere than a very
cm statement of the land-ense in the Tarzwa Distzics,
The uugu of #he Bcuthm Gi1berts and of Butaritari are,

it i pm.n.. in many l‘gspuil mtannt to those 4n vegug



REPRODUCTION #IGHTS RESERVED i ”}7

vogus iR the Islends under my chorge. The lel-nds of Marakei,
Absiang, Taraws, Mlﬁltm _fall into a natu;'si class alone,
since their histaries ere clb:aly interwoven, through m rri-
age &nd conqun-t.;'! ¢en veueh for the lfitcersl sccursoy of
avery fast tictldoa abeve, snd of every stateiient ol ihe
conditions noted: the cenclusions are necessarily a mstirr
of opinion. _ |

zsihauld be a;rry if 4t were gathered from this
report th at tha ¢ilbert Native was an unrolinﬁlo piraon in
£ll his dealings. He %8 mot so. In general he is lovable,
lntoll&;’ni”ﬂaﬂ Sruthful. But land is ht; rassion, enc in
his deslings therevwith he is a ochonged being, vhose chief
characteristies are smazing untzuthfnlnsess and su,reme
cupidity. |

land metters in this Distriod are in a cheotie
state; the Linds Commitssion is sorsly nesded.




