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The varicus rites and ceremonies connected with death and
burial are in most cases scrupulously carried out, Why this
form or that form of burial should obtain in certain tribes,
the natives cannot say. Their fathers buried so, and they must
follow the rule. There is great homogeneity in the mourning
habiliments, and iﬁ many other ceremonial proceedings connecied
with death and burial, ard tribal relatiomships will be indica-
ted in the similerity of burial customs within certain tribal
areas.

The customs which are common to all tribes are :-

Wwailing for the dead; drawing blood from thighs, head or face,
and the application of certain mourning coiours on face and
body .

Many of these customs strikingly resemble those followed
by the ancient Jews, between whom and the aborigines several
Seriptural analogies have been found, not only in burial and
mourning customs, but in many other rites and observances pe-
culiar to both races.

The manner of wailing for the dead mentioned in Jeremiah
IX, 17=16, is literally carried out by the natives, who "call
for the wailing women that they way come ., . . and take up a
wailing for us that our o}os may run down with tears.,” The
loud exry of the women induces the shedding of copious tears
by the male relatives of the deceased who are within hearing
of the sounds, In the Weld district 1 watched strong men
whose eyes "gushed out with waters" as they sobbed in mourn-
ing lor their mother who had gone, and when Joobaliteh died
at Cannington, the loud cries and abundant tears of his family
and friends showed the strength of their grief. The moment the
spark of life has departed the loud wailing of the women at
once commences,

The commands in Leviticus LlX, 27~-20, that "ye shall not
round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the
corners of thy beard; ye shall not make any cuttings in your



flesh for the dead, nor print any umarks upon you," show that
these customs cbtained amongst the Jews, as they do at the
present day amongst the aborigines, The natives "round
their heads and mar their beards" by cutting or singeing off
hair and beard. They "make cuttings in their flesh", for
the men gash their thighs and the women their heads and faces
leaving the blood to flow over face and body. They "print
narks upon themselves" by the application of mourning colours
on faces and bodies, or by the scars left after the self-in-
flicted wounds.

Again in Jeremiah Lii, 5, where it is comwanded that "they
shall not make baldness upon their head," the women of mary
tribes cut and g ash their heads 80 desperately, that a baldness
almost always ensues when the scars have healed,

kzekial's words in Chapter XXVIL, 51, that "they shall exy
bitterly and shall cast up dust upon their heads and shall
wallow themselves in the ashes" are fulfilled in some tribes
whose women and souetimes the men frequently cast themselves
upon the ground and throw nandsful of dust and ashes over their
heads and bodies in the excess of their emotions, anl thse in-
junction in Deuteronomy L.V, 1, that , . "Ye sbhall noet , ., ,
meke any baldness between your eyes for tﬁa dead," shows that
this custom was common to Jews and aborigines alike, for the
native women literaily scratch their faces "between the eyes"
with their sharp finger nails, their head wounds being made
with flints or digging sticks, Many other extracts might be
eculled from the Uld and New Testaments in supyort of native
customs, but the above are sufficiently indicative of the prev-
alence of certain pronounced Jowish customs amongst the abori-
&ines,

Anongst the lMoslems also, the custom of self-wounding in
excess of grief by the men, and lacerating themselves with their
nails by the women, held sway. Mahamat tried %o put a stop to
these prectices in vain, Throwing dust upon the head in sign
of mourning was common in Asia and kgypt.



There were at least two distinet wodes of burial amongst
the Southwestern natives. Those people who dwelt amocngst the
hills and away from the sea dug the grave north and asouth,
placed the body partly upon its right side with the head to-
wards the south, the syes lcooking towards the risine sun. The
earth was formed into a semieircular srnaped mound on the west
silie of the grave.

Those tribes iiving on the low lying grourds and estuaries
of the vouthwest coast dug the grave ewust and west. fhe Yody
was placed on its back with the head to the east and the Pace
turned slightly on one side =0 as tu lovk at the mildday sun.
The sarth was thrown cut into two heags, one at the head and the
other at the foot, Boughs and logs were placed on the body
and the grave afterwards filled up with sarth. Kot onl; were
these two methods coawon to the natives of the various dist-
ricts; there were also other differences noticeable in the
burial of Tondarup and PFallarruk, in the arsas where the pri-
mery phratries were subdivided, and between the burial of
Wordungmat and Manitchmat, These variations lend colour ei-
ther to the probable existence at one time of two separste
stocks or races from which the present southwestern aborigin&s
have descended, or that a state of soclety existed at one

time which was far in advance of the prescnt level of culture

of the aborigines.
In the Lexrth digtrict, the dburial of a Tondarupy was con-

ducted as follows :-~ Two Ekallarruk brothers-in-law commenced
to dig the grave by making several holes in a straignt line
with their women's wannas, pressing the wannas down as desp as
they could. The grave was dug east and west, ihen several
holes had been made, the wannas were discarded, and with their
hands the diggers procseded to take the sand out, placing it
evenly in two heaps, one at the head eand the otner at the foot
of the hole., Two smaller heaps of earth which, as the bottom
of the grave was reached, had mixed with sand, were placed at

either side of the hole, The grave was about two fect wide



and between four and five reet in length. The e¢xact east and
west direction were maintained throughout Lhe whole lensth of
the grave. While the men were digging, the sorcerer of the
tribe who was "mother's brother" of the dead man, stocd by the
grave watching intently for any indication of the direction of
the murderer. Hone Yeing forthcom.ng, as scon as the grave
was finishel, a4 fire of swmall bushes was lighted et the bhottom:
of the hole, and the direction of the smoke was eagerly watched
by the sorcerer, who sgquatted on the ground beside the hole,

A slight westerly breeze blowing at the moment sent the smoke

to the eastward, and the sorcerer, teking up hils meerc, pointed
it towards York, where the waglc which had killed the native
had come from,

roerfect silence reigned amongst those who stocd and wateh-
ed the sorcerer until his meero had pgointed to the district
where they wust Lovk for the murderer, when a howl that was
half groan went up from the assembled men, alil of whom had
relatives in that district.

When this point had besn settled and the sworeerer had
risen to his feel, the brothers-in-law went over %o the caump
where the body lay on its kangarco skin cloak. They lifted
the corners of the cloak and carried the body sideways to the
grave side, letting it down gently into the grave, where after
the fire had burnt out, a few leaves and smull boughs had been
thrown. Upon these the body was laid in a reclining position,
the face belng turnwd;townrds the east, or rather upwards, the
eyes locking upwards to the rising sun.

As soon as the body was lowered, bouchs and leaves were
heaped upon it, and on top of these thick logs of wood were
placed to prevent the wild dogs from disturbing the body, and
the grave was afterwards iilled up with earth from the two
side heaps, the sand heaps at the top and bottom being left
undisturbed, ko earth aypesrs to be thrown directly on the

bedy, leaves and boughs or rushes being the first covering,



Alli the while the women of the campy kxepli uy a contiguous
wailing, cutting and gashing their own and cach othur's heals
in the extremity of their grief, but they 1id not approach the
grave too closely., The man's specar was broken, and after the
point had been taken off his meero, the weapon was stuck in the
centre, not at the head, of the gravs mound. The nails of the
dead uan were not burnt off, although this custom was general
in the scuth. . A swall fire was then placed butwecn the grave
and the new camp, and the mournsers leparted, [he murderer
#a3 afterwards either "bulya'ed" by the sorcerer, or some of
the near relatives of the dead man made a juurney (o lork and
killed a member of the tribe or family suspected.

In almost all cases, excepl when an insect is unexpectedly
dug up from the . rave and chooses to0 go in some particular dir-
ection, in which the avengers must also 0 tv in search of the
murderer, a grudge of sume kind will exist against the tribe
towards whose camy the fatal smoxe and meero have besn turned,
When Joobaitch lay dying he suspescted two men, a kangarco totem
man, and an opossum totem man of putting bulya into him, but
in his case he himself had been the offender and he had always
expected the bulya which would kill him to come from them. Une
of tue mer who had seut the bulya had, however, meant it for
Joctaiteh's son-in-law, who had takem his woman, but Jeobaiteh
having interceyted the magic, the son-in-law escaped. Ly the
law of the tribe, a member of each of these tolems shculd have
been killed in retaliation, and Jeobaitech's son-in-law, as well
e8 his sons, should have undertaken the mission of revenge, btut
the country being sttled, they contented themselves with send-
ing bulya in the direction of the murderers.



o]

Their manner of coumunicating a death of one of their
number is in & sense scriptural - When Balbuk died, her
husband returned to the keaserve, aund going up to the oldest
man, and t.e wnearest relation of the deceased, he sat down
upon his thighs, with his knees stretched out at either side.
He then pluced his breasi against the other's, and put uis
right hand under the relative's left thig:, the cheeks orf
betn alwost touching. Lot a word was uttered betwsen thew,
but as soun a8 the wouwen saw hém go ever to the old wan, they
knew that balbuk was dead, and a loud wa.iling at once siarted

which was kept up for some hours,



It apyears from uclg and pyre corresgondents that the

natives of those districts did not bury their dead. The Luc-
la natives did not even wait for tie desth of the sick man or
woman, #hen they saw that death was drawing near, the dying
man or woman was placed in a comfortable position near a fire,
and the tribe immediately left the neighbourhood, to which
they did not return for a considerable time. The only forms
of death which the Eucla people recognised were by magic and
spearing,

The Lyre district natives stretched their deed upon the
ground with the head turned towards the eest. A small fire
was placed beside the coryse, a little food near its right
hand, and the vicinity was then deserted for many months,

No mourning colours are stated to have been used,

The Uorallinya (Fraser hanse) natives dug the grave east
and west, placed the head of the body, partly bent over to the
west, the feet to the east. The head was so placed that the
eyes8 louked towards the sunrise.

The Willisws district natives buried the body in a reclin-
ings position. The nails were burnt off the finger and thumb,

and these two members tied togetner, The head is towards the
south, feet north, the eyes looking towards the east, A fire
is placed eastward of the body and the ma n's meero is placed
on the west side of the mound, If a woman died, her wanna
was broken and placed at the head of the grave, and her goote
was hung on & tree nearby. OSpears were generally broken in
half, or just below the point, and then stuck at the head, the
broken part leaning over the grave. A semicircular sand heap
was made to the west of the body, and a piece of weod might
sometimes be placed horizontally on the grave, The hair of

the dead man might also be cut to show to his relatives,



The Lape liche natives dug a hole about four feet in depth
and placed the body on its 3ide with the .nees crauwped upy aand
with the face turned towards the rising sun. The grave was
fiiled with boughs, logs and earth and a semicircuisr mound was
made west ol the grave. A fire was sometiwes Lighted al the
foot, or between the grave anl the new camp, whabaver direction
that camp uwight bve.

in the Jay digtrict the grave was dug norta and south, the
earti belng thrown out on the west si.le, The body was placed
partly doubled up and on its right side with the face turned
towards the rising sun. Sometimes a nut of buughs or bark sap-
lings was erected over the grave, and if the dead man had been
popular, frequent visits were made to his resting placse while
the tribe remained in the ncighbourhood, the visitors covering
the grave or hut with fresh houghs and also relighting the fire.
For mourning, the woinen put on white pipsclay on forcheed, |
cheeks and nose, the men putting both pipeclay and charcoal on
faces and bodles, The mournars, both men ani womeun, cut and
gashed thelr heads and faces, the men cutting their thighs only,

Albany and Denwark district people buried the body in a
north and south direction, The Jendemup people placed the head
towards the south, the feet to tne north. The legs were sume-
times bent lnwards.

At it Barker the grave was east and west, the body belng
placed in a reclining position, with the head towards the west,
feet east. Kecently the WLt. Barker people have adopted the
Kendenup wethod, and place tha head south (meewng) and the feet
north (yabbaroo). ‘

At Korxrlup, 59 miles N.W, of Jerramungup, they were buried
gast and west, the face "following the sun,”



The Iridsetown natives buried their deed with the head
turned towards the south, the feet partly north and west. The
eyes were turned towards their fire or own ground (meeal kal
gurding - eyjes "fire"™ looking). Men put charcoal only on
their faces and breasts, women pipeclay on faces, lMen also
cut the ends of their hair and beard to show to the dead man's
relatives, 1f they were away, and also the dead men's halr and
beard., lis meer was placed on top of the grave, the spears
being broken and placed in the hut wnich was erected over the
grave. Kerl (boomerang) were soﬁetimea put underneath the
dead man's head or body, bereath the bwokka which the body was

wrayped up in.

In the Kojomup and Bticup districts, the grove was dug

north and scouth in sand;, soll to a depth of about three feet,
1t was oval in shape and wider at the bottom than at the tou.
The knees of the corpse were doubled up and tied, and the fore-
finger and thumb of the right hand were tied together after the
pails had been burnt off. Tnis was generally done while the
body rested at the siue of the grave, a firestick being used
for the purpose, The man was thus supposed to be prevented
from soratching his way out of the grave, and using his spear.
The body, when placed in the grave, faced the east, and
bark, logs, rushes, boughs and leaves were heaped upon it,
The earth which had been taken out of the grave was not re-
turned to it, but formed a mound on the west side, the grave
itself being filled with boughs and logs. 4 fire was npade
near the grave and sometimes a hut was erected over it, The
spears of the dead man were broken and with his other possess-
ions were luid beside the grave or hut. The trees, if any,
which were in the vieinit,, were slightly marked with circles.,
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The Wagin disirict natives bury their dead north and
gouth, the head to the south (meenung), the feet north (wee-
lowal), the face looking towards the suunrise, The xnees
and thighs are tied together, this process being called "yoo-
torning® . The index finger and thumdb nail are burnt off and
the members tied. One side of the derd man's head is shaved,
the hair baing kept by the oldest near relatives, The old
relatives gem rally perform the burlal cereuwonies, the young-
er members ligging the grave,

When the Jarrogin natives buried their dead, they lighted
a fire anl made a shelter beside the srave, ani wherever Yhey
camped in thelr Journey from the district they again llghted a
fire and erected a shelter for the dead man, the fire being
between their caup and the dead man's burial ground, The women
scratched their cheeks and drew bdlood in mourning for the dead,
the men gashing their thighs, Sometimes an old man "cooce'dn
to the spirit of the dead, and if the "cocee" were uttersd near
a hill an answering echo ceme back, which the old man, who was
bo, laguttuk, saiil was the voice of the spirit answering him on
its way westward. A second "coocee" uttered in a lower voice

was also rsspondad to, and a third and then they knew the spir-

it was on its journey west.
Amongst the Auxusta Iiver natives, when a young man died,

he was placed on his warraboka or kKangareo skin rug in & grave
that had been dug east and west. The bedy lay almost straight
in the grave with the head towards the west, The body wag
painted with wilgee, and dsrdarr (white plpeclay) was also put
on the fece and trunk, The head was ornamented with eagle-
hawk festhers ard emu plume (jenjee) and a noeclburn wag wound
round the waist, Logs were placed cver the body and with

boughs,filled in the grave, Scme of the sand which had been

takon out was placed on toy of the grave,



[N

Ir the Jusselton district the body was huried ecast and

west, with the head to the west, The legs and thighs were
tied together, the hands being placed at each side of the
thighs, The meero was put at the feet of the body, not at
the head. A nut was built over the zrave and a fire was
made betweer the grave and the camp.

A yhite contributor stated that some Brsselton natives
burled the vody in a sitting posture, a small hole only be-
ing dug in the ground, The hole 1s then filled in with
sticks to keey the dogs away. While the body i3 being tur-
ied c¢r immediately after, the older men sing a reyuest to the
spirit of the dead man to "keep away for zood, and not come
back to haunt them.," Spears are broken andi pleced in or near
the hut or shelter, and the point being taken from the meero,
it ie also placed at the head of the grave. If a women, the
wanne 18 also placed at the head, Jometimes the spears and
kallees of the dead man will be taken by his relations, par-
ticularly if they are well made.

1t sometimes happened thet a native wes buried in a trance,
burial almost always teaking place as soon as the grave nhad been
dug, or if the native died in the night, he was buried eearly
pext morning. Boyknyeen was the neme of a Vasse native who,
according to tradition, was apparently buried in # trance and
soon afterwerds came out of his grave. AS he came towards the
camp Of his pecyle he called vut to them that they had put him
in the grave and put boorna (wood logs) over him, sand he tried
to g0 through the stone but he could not get through, for the
stone closed in front of him and he nhad to go back, His sis-
ter first saw him coming and she called out to him, "Are you
rot buried? We buried you. Are you coming back to est us or
kill us®" Doyknycen teld her that the stone closed and would
n't let him go through, (This story is only a traedition
ecurrent in the South amongst the older people, ¥hether the
incident actually happened or whether it was merely an iavention

there is no me:ns now of ascertaining,
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Lo'lerr was the name of a Deepy hiver nat.ve who apparent-
ly died. He had two women and the family belng away by them-
selves at some spececial watering place, the women laft the
corpse at the capp, while they Journsyed to another district
to get some of the men's relatives to come and bury him. They
were away two days and nights looking for svmeone to help bury
their men, but had to return without finding any of the tribe,
They ceme beck intending to bury Lo'lerr themselves, but when
they neared the cump they saw him coming towards ihem, ihey
lighted fires to keep him away, but he still advanceld towards
them, &nd then the elder woman saw that he wes alive, There
ie more likelihood of this story ﬁoing true than the previous
one, a8 if Loyknyeen were really buried, his thumd and finger
nails would have been bturnt off amd his body "trussed"™ in the
manner stated, rendering it almost impossible for him to have

made his way cut of the grave.
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The burial of the Doopan people living in the Lapel dist-
rict was as follows :- The grave was dug east and west, the
bvody being placed with the head to the east, the face towards
the west, The corpse was placed on its side, with the hands
¢ither crossed over the breast or clasped against the cheek.
The feet were tucked up behind the thighs. The sand that
was taken out of the grave was piled in a heap at either end.
The hole was about four feet deep, and boughs and leaves formed
a bed for the corpse, with some additional leaves for the head
to rest on. The deceased's cloak was wrapped round his body,
leaving his head and neck exposed so that the natives should
be able to see the face of their dead friend (babbin). The
body was then covered with bark, boughs and logs and a little
sand was placed on top. The grave when covered was gquite lev-
el with the surface, the two heaps of sand at either end being
left untouched. If the body was that of a young adult, shaved
sticks were placed round the grave, the man's meero being
placed at the head. Sometimes the sorcerer will hear the
meero call "Mamma" (father) and Mauna's voice will be heard in
answer, (Baaburgurt informant). A fire was lighted by an
aunt (father's sister) or sister of the dead man, so that his
kaanya (spirit of a recently dead native) could come and warm
itself, The dead man's brother and sister may take his wea-
pons., If the grave has, for some reason, been made some dis-
tance from the body, a sort of trestle, consisting of two logs
about five or siz feet in length, with short transverse pieces
fastened with batta (rush) will be made to carry the body to
the appointed place of burial. These logs will be unfastened
afterwards and placed in the grave., The natives will visit
the grave daily at first, and sweep and tidy it. |[Early in
the morning a mulgar (sorcerer) stands near the camp, and
shouts loudly, and from whatever direction the answering echo
comes, the murderer will be found. (In other tribes, the
answering echo is the dead man's voice). If the murderer is

in a neighbouring tribe, the mulgar will go with two or three
young men and either kill the suspected person, or one of his
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relatives, If he belongs to & "far away" trive, the mulgar
will put "boylya" into a snake or a big kangaroo ani send it
after him, and the snake either bites him or he will catech
the kangaroo and eat it and immediately become mindaitch
(sick).

Every morning before sunrise, and svery evening Jjust af-
ter sunset, the women cry for the deceased, as if they did not
do so, the men would become "sulky". This erying continues
for about a month or more after the burial. The camp mnean-
time has been moved some distance away but not too far for the
women to come and tidy the grave, They are at first accompan-
ied by the men who are on the look out for the murderer, but
after a time the woumen go by themselves about twice a week.
The mulgar makes a pointed stick called "weerago" as it is to
make the murderer sick, and blowing upon this he points it in
the direetion of the murderer, and presently drops of blood
will be seen falling from the point, and they all know the
murderer has becn caught and punished.

Basbur's wife lembuk, was buried in her booka with her
face towards Kovoranoup, She had no wanna, 80 there was none
to put over her grave. Her father, mother, brothers and sis-
ters performed all the ceremunies attached to the burial.

They made a little fire at the foot of the grave and then
left the place.
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in the. 2injarra district the grave was dug east and west,

the sand being put in a heapy at either side. The body was
placed with the head west, the eyes looking towards the sun-
rise, The nail of the little finger of the right hand was
burnt off, When the grave was dug, a fire was lighted in 1t
and the direction of the smoke indicated the whereabouts of the
woolgar (murierer). After the fire burnt out, a wanna was
stuck in the same place and bent in the same direction as the
smwoke went, The grandmother sticks the wanna in the ground,
and it is she also who makes the fire. The body .s then placed
on the booka which also covers it over. The corpse 1s laid

on its back with the kn:es drawn up, the hands resting upon
them, Heavy boughs and logs are placed over the body and some
earth thrown in, The grave itself is made level, but at either
end the hea,s of sand are allowed to remain, The place is then
swept clear, a few boughs being sometimes placed over the grave,
The meercv (if a man has died) is stuck at the head, the wanna
(if a woman) is placed at her feet. A little clear place is
made a short distance from the grave, and a fire is lighted on
the spot, and the grave then left., [Every morning however,
while the natives remain near, the grave is visited by the
women who cry loudly over the dead., This continues for two

or three weeks, and at intervals afterwards crying and wailing
by the old women may be heard for a considerable time.

The morning after the burial, several old women ery out to
the kaajin (spirit) of the dead man, "Are you going away and
leaving all your children behind you? Are you going to Nyeerr-
ganup-Kooranmup?" The kaajin answers, "Koo'o," and then they
xnow he will never come back.

Banksia and jarra were the only-iooda used in connection
with the burial of the Fin Jarra natives. Moojoor or "Christ-
mas bush” (Nuytsia floribundia) was never touched by them, as
it was supposed to be the kaajin's tree upon which he might rest
on his way to Koorannup., Whenever a branch broke off. the mooe

Joor or any other tree, if the branch were green, the kaajin was
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supposed to have knocked it off on his way to the home of the
dead.,

The body of a Qinjarra man may also be buried in a sit-
ting posture, the hands and legs being tied. Whether these
differences denote separate modes for Tondaru, and Ballarruk,
could not be definitely discovered. It is possible that the
two methods are optional. The hair of the dead man may some-
times be cut off, #hen buried in a sitting posture, the face
loocks directly east, the back being towards the west. Trad-
ition states that some of the ancestresses of the Pinjarra peo-
ple "came from the east," and it is possible that their faces
were turned eastward towards their former home. The meero,
with- the point extracted, is placed upright behind the head,
The spears are broken, and placed some distauce south of the
grave . Heaps of sand are thrown east and west, and a few
bushes may be placed westward of the grave. The ground is
cleared for some little distance round the grave.

When a child dies, the mother makes & small hut of bark
and nkicks over the little grave, and also puts a fire be-
tween the grave and the camp for her child to warm itself, and
to prevent its visiting her during the night. The burial of
the child is not attended with any ceremony, nor is the little

body placed in any special position.
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Furial in a sitting posture was common amongst the natives
between Funbury and Fremantle, the faces of all being turned

towards the sunrise.

The farth natives who died at daylight were buried the
same day. If a brother or son dies they keep him as long into
the afterncon as possible in case some of his relations come
from some outlying district and want to see him, but he is al-
ways buried the same day.

The Perth grave was dug east and west, and was about four
feet in dcpth‘and five feet in length. When it was finished
a dead bough was placed in the bottom of the hovle and set a-
light, While it was smoking and burning, the women and men
all stood to windward, stepping first on one foot and then on
the other, meanwhile uttering a sound like "gee'gee'gee'gee",
The mulgarguttuk watched the direction the smoke took, and
established the locality of the murderer. The thumb nail and
little finger nail of the right hand were burnt off, these
two members being tied together with a plece of wagarree (hair
gtring) or geerak (kangaroo tail sinew).

Nhen tho‘sruvo had been filled up, the mourners went back
to their camp., 014 women put on pipeclay on their heads, faces
and breasts in wourning for a son or daughter, Sometimes the
younger Perth womeh put charcoal on forehead, cheeks and nose,
or they used ashes for the mourning decoration. They might
wear this mourning for mother, brother, sister, or for their
babies. I

Should a bandicoot, wallaby, or other night animal leave
its tracks on or near the grave, the wurderer was supyposed to
come frem the direction towards which the animal was going,

Or perhaps onme of the man's relatives dreamed of his wmurderer,
when no other evidence was required.

The two heaps of sand at the head and foot of the grave
were left undisturbed. The body was placed in such a posi-
tion that the dead person could wateh the sun from its rising
to its setting, The knees were bent if they were not too stiff,
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but generally the body was placed in a reclining position,

A hut was male over the grave and a fire in front. A paper=-
bark vessel containing water was put between the grave and
the fire. The man's meero, with the point broken off, was
put in the heap of sand at the head of the grave,

1f the dead man were a bulyaguttuk, the bulya were dist-
inetly heard going away from him, and were generally "picked
up" by those of his reiations who were also bulyaguttuk, and
who were watehing for the bulya to "pick thewm up", or they
might be picked up by one of the dead man's 8 ns,

The same night of the burial, as svon as it was dark, all
the men gathered at the part of the camp which was nearest the
grave, and with their faces turned towards the grave, all sang
the follwwing song :- .

Janga winjar, jJanga wingar, (Spirit let us alone, or

leave us,) i

Dangar winjar, Jjanga winjar,

Ngobar wingar wa'dai,

liyoo'nyoo'nyoo'nyoco.

They ask the spirit to go away over the sea for good, and to
let them alone, and not to look back at them as it goes, nor
tease nor hurt them should they be away from the camp getting
water ete., to go away for always. The refrain "nyoo, nyoo"
means practically "Shoeo, shoo, be off." Amongst all the

Swan kiver tribes this song was sung after the death of one of
their mamber,

The uorning after the burial, all the men went to the grave,
walking in single file, each man carrying his meero omly, and
each oue ereeping behind and hiding in any shadow that presented
itself, in order not to be seen by the murierer in case he had
come to sit on his vietim's grave. The bulyaguttuk would see
the murderer sitting with the keanya of the dead man on the
grave, and would tell them whether he was bboyung or kalleep
(stranger or countryman). Meanwhile the older women continued
their loud wailing which went on more or less until the camp
was removed., The locality of the murderer must, however, al-
ways be determiued before the relatives leave the vicinity,
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The spirits of all the Southwestern coastal natives were
supposed to go to the home beyond the sea, and in many cases
their faces were turned towards Loorannup, but in thelr buri-
al ceremonies as in all else, tuere was no hard and fast rule
as regards the details of the proceedings. The germeral posi-
tion of the graves of coastal and inland peoyle was always fol-
lowed, but the position of the bodies ete., varied somewhat
even ln the same tribdve. For instance, the female relatives of
someé Oof the FPerth families did not cut themselves in mourning
for the dead, but they sat round the corpse and cried loudly
untlil the grave was covered; others cut their heads and scrat-
ched their faces as part of the mourniné ceremony . If they
did not do this, their menkind would beat them, as the dead man's
pearest relatives woud them think they were not sorry for hiwm,
Hence the louder they cried and mutilated themselves, the

greater their sorrow was supposed to be.

In the Zinjarxra dlgtrict too, the men and women somc times

sat round the corpse, and cutting and gashing themselves, let
the blood from their wounds fall on the bedy. This however
would not be done unless the dead man had a goodly number of
powsrful living relatives. It was really fear of the living
more than of the dead, which prompted the excessive self-
wounding, and demonstrative expressions of woe.

Should & stranger arrive when the family are mooyal (in
mourning for a recent death), he won't go near the camp of the
mourners, but will make a fire some little distance away, and
walt beside it until he is brought to the ommp by one of the
dead man's relatives. No angry word must be spoken near the
mourners for some little time after a death.

Generally the Perth people took a rather circuitous route
with the corpse to the place of burial, with the object of con-
fusing the spirit of the deceased so that he should not come
back to haune them that night, and a goodly space westward of
the grave was cleared so that the spirit should find no obstacles

on its way to its proper home, All burial customs have for
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their object the prevention of the return of the dead man or
woman,

Not more than one corpse, unless it Le that of a mother
and her newly bornm baby, is ever buried in one grave in the
Southwest.

Some rerth natives, who had intermarried with the rinjarra
ar Bunbury tribes, buried their dead in & sitting posture, and
followed the wmourning ceremonies of their relations-in-law,

The men might s8lso cut their hair and beard off on the
death of their father, mother, aunt or sister, If they had
no dabva (knife), handy at the moment, they burnt off portion
of hair and beard, The hair may also be cut off the dead
man and sent to his babbin or koobong, or his hair and beard
way be cut off and afterwards singed, the male mourners rub-
bing the singed fragments on face and forehead,

Many women in the intensity of real grief for the loss of
a s0R, brother or father, will wound themselves seriously with
knife, wanna, spear or any weapon they may cateh up in their
frenzy, and instances have been known of women dying from the

effects of these self-inflicted wounds.,
When a native had died, the place of his death obtains a

termination for a pericd. When Joobaitch died, and one of
his distant relatives asked "Where is the old man?", "Karra-
gullen burt,” was the reply, meaning "Karragullen no more,"

or "not", "his last footsteps were at Karragullen,”

When Balbuk diel, her death was alluded to as "Goordal win'ja-
ga," (her heart had oceased to beat; goorda = heart, winja =
let alone, or stopped). The hunting grounds of Balbuk and
Joobaiteh became "dbindardee" (ownerless) after their deatn,
for they were the last of their tribe., The hunting grounds
are never bequeathed to anyone, for they are the property of

the local tribe or aggregate of families until the last person

dies,
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Ine personal property of a dead man or woman, consisting
of weapons, bookas, implements, dogs, ete,, wight be taken by
some of his relatives after his death, if they were worth tak-
ing. The brothers, fatrer, sisters, mothers, brothers-in-law
or wives of the dead man mizht take or be given som# of his
personal effects, but the land belonged to all the families
upon it, and could never he given away. A wilgee yatch or
some other special portion might te given by a dying father to
his sor. or daughter, but it was very seldom that such a be-
quest was wuade.

The coastal natives all stated that when the inland natives
died, they did not know how to guide themselves through the
water, and therefore they fell an easy prey to the big parrot
whose nest, "like a tree", lay in the middle of the sea, half
way to Koorannup. The parrot caught them by the back, killed
and ate theu.

Any wilfu. negleet in carrying out the funeral ceremonies
was generally punished in the old days. Even at the present
day, when most of the coastal people are civilised, the old
order must be maintained, Dunbung, Joobaitch's son-in-law,
t0 whom Joobaltch had not given a daughter, attended the funer-
al. d#abbingan had "picked up Binnaran, Joobaiteh's daughter,
himself," and therefore was not called upon to attend the old
men's funeral, but Bunbung was "brother stock" to iinjeran,
therefore Bunbung should have seen the 0ld man buried, partic-
ularly as the old man had caught the bulya intended for Fun-
bung. Funbung and Yinjeran cling carefully to the skirts of
civilisation since Joocbaiteh's death.

iihen Mooraiteh, Joobaiteh's father died, his body was
placed "nearly straight" in the grave, which had been made
slightly longer thanm the bedy, this belng the manner of bury-
ing the Tondarup people. The beody lay east and west, and was
covered with leaves, boughs and logs, The earth must not
touch tge body ofthe dead, but may be thrown on toy of the logs
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the grave, and also lighted the fire.

A piece of opossum string was wound Imto a short roll by
the bulyaguttuk, and placed on the centre of Mooraiteh's grave,
and next morning the relatives ¢ame down to see in which dir-
ection the opossum string, which would have become uuwound
during the night, pointed. Iracks of boylyas were also eag-
er.y locked for. If the string had untwirled to its full
length, then the murderer came from a long distance, but if
the length were a short one, then the bulya was sent by a
trive living near, In Mooraiteh's case it was found that a
Toojee bulya had sent the magio which killed him, Some times
the dying man will name his wurderer whom he says he has seen
in a dream, but even if this were the case, corroborative
testimony must be obtained™by fire and by string™, for the
Southern natives believe that the string and the smoke "point
true.” The boylya Ko'bul'wur, who killed Mooraitch, was
killed by a Beverley man, a Gwerrjuk, or Kwurr borungur
(brush kangareo totem man).

The sons and daughters are buried after the manner of
their mothers' people in the Swan district. Joobalteh's
mother having belonged to the Bunbury district, Joobaiteh
should have been buried in a sitting posture, with legs and

thighs bound,
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The 19rxk natives buried their dead in a sitting posture.
The nails of the forefinger and thumb were burnt off and the
finger apd thuwmdb tied. The head was siightly inciined back-
ward, the eyes locking towards the east. The hair of the
dead man is cut off, and, with the nails, is placed in a
small mound at the northern end of the semicircle of sand or
earth, The peg of tie meero is broken off,and the weapon
stuck 1n the middle of the grave, and at the side the knife,
axe, dowuk and spears of the dead man may be laid. The barbs
and points are broken off all spears, The head is towards the .
south,

Leverley people also bury north and south, with the head
towards the north, and the eyes looking towards the sunrise,
The corpse is placed in a sitting posture, the hands resting
on the knees, York and Beverley people who were born on,
or whose mothers belonged to, the coast, were buried after
the manner of the coast natives, lf a young man, or an old
man dies during some festivities, his ornaments, shavings,
swansdown and other decorations will be piaocd on his grave,

Sometines, while the fire that has been lighted in the
grave is burning, the men present will strike meercs and spears
together, for the purpose of keeping any "spirit" or dulya
that might come out with the smoke away from them, After this
they will gash their thighs, and stamping thelr feet, sprinkle
the blood all round them, A little of the blood may be caught
on a bunch of grass or leaves and thrown on the corpse., When
the body i= buried with the knees bent, the soles of the feet
will not infrequently rest flat on the ground, the bedy lying

on its back,
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In many of the Southwestern districts, Murray, Bunbury

and Vasse, the trees in the vicinity of a man's grave are
marked in notches, c¢ircles or lines, No one pattern appears
to be exclusively used in any district, as 1 have scen the
three different markings in the same localiity. The marxings
are generally rubbed with wilgee, and not infrequently wilgee
has been strewn on the grave, but only when the c¢ccupant has
met with a violent death. The doubling up of the body was
peculiar to the tribves who buried their dead in a north and
south direction, and from York down towaris Albany this cus-
tom appeared to have been comumon. The body was not bound,
but immediately after death the nearest relative of the dead
man arranges his limbs in the acoustomed manner, Heplaces
the head slightly forward, bends the arms so that the hands
may be either crossed under the chin, or placed resting on
the knees, He draws the knces forward andi upward to the dead
man's breast, andi pressed the legs close tothe thighs, The
body generally rests on its right side when this mcthod is
fellowed. o matter in what direction the grave is made, it
must always be absolutely regular, the slightest deviation
being noticed and amended. 1t is always the nearest relatives
of the dead man or woman who dig and arrange the grave. in
many of the remote parts of the South of Ireland the ocustom
still obtains amongst.the peasantry of the relatives of the
dead man taking it in turns to dig anmd fill in the grave,
According to F.F, Armstrong, lative lnterpreter in Perth
in the early thirties, a native woman who had lately lost a
child, while yet at her breast, was observed milking her

breasts into a piece of bark, in order to lay it on the grave

of her decad child,
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Sometimes the frenzy of the older female relutives of the
dead man wiil exeite the wen to fury, and some of them will lash
themselves inteo & most frantic passion, crying, "hAaie, kala,
nganye ye'ee watto geejee bal, nganya bomungur bal, Laela,
kaia ye'ee nganya watto,"” (Xes, yes, directly 1 go to spear
him (the wurderer), 1 will kill him, yjes, yes, today, directly
I go.) While they are singing or reciting these words, they
are vibrating their spears tremulously in an excess of passion,
stamping on the ground, and otherwise working themselves into
& furious state, |When worked up to this piteh, if they were
not restrained by the more temperate of their friends, they
would rush off immediately to the place where the murderer

presumably was,
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The Yictorias pPlains district natives tie the wrists of

the dead mp together, after burning off the thuwdb and index
finger nails. The knees are drawn up in such a position
that the heels touch the buttocks. The elbows stick into
the joints of the thigh, and the hands are placed under the
chin, The nails are buried in a little hole close to the
grave or in the mocund at the head, The grave is made wast
and west, and the body is plsced on its left side with the
headl turned towards the east. The food which remained from
his last weal is ,ut beside hiwm, that is, if any rewains,
and pear the food are his broken spear, wvero and tabba (knife).
The knife and the food are close to his mouth and the weayons
are at his shoulder, The grave has been laid with a bed of
leaves and boughs, and the body is wrapped in an old kangaroo
skin,. Instead of filling the grave with bushes, logs, ete.,
some times a heavy stone is droyped upon the right side of the
corpse, which lies uppermost, breaking all the bones, Upon
the stone, logs and other stones are placed, and a little
earth strewn on the top. If the man has been killed b, .an
enemy, the spear which killed him is burnt so that it shall
not retuin any of the spirit of the dead man. The fires,
hut and other funeral accompaniments are similar to the
coastal and other trives.
While they are seeking the murderer, if a known friendly

trifo is wmet with, the news is conveyed in the usual manner,

and after a sojourn together, the avengers resume their jour-
ney « Sometimes an elogquent member of the avenging party will
8ing in a sort of reeitative the mmnner of hls kinsman's
death. The others seat themselves in & circle, and the nar-
rator, standing in their midst, begins his account, With
action of face and body, and with modulations of the voice,
he illustrates the different parts of his story, which he will
continue in a voliee now strong and loud, now lowered and melan-
choly, now vibrant anddecisive, His voice, naturally flex-
ible, and at the woment well modulated, carries his hearers
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with him, and they hang on every wordi and sesture of his

while he is ovecupied with his narrative. The "musice" of

the recitative in the Southwest is the ascending of a semi-
tone octave, short in the hirh notes, slightly minor in the
middle notes, and protracted in the base for the time neces-
sary to finish the perioan, At tols time nothing can distract
the attention of spenker or hearers, when the recital is
finished, everyone sits down to a repast, and if the night
has come, ull will rest, the avengers resuwing their journey
next morning.

In the Victoria district also a large circular ares is
swept round the grave and the bark of the surrounling trees
is "ringed"., Peeled or shaved sticks, called beendee, may
sometimes be put round the tree, or the grave, or in a line

{rom the tree to the grave,
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The jJooraxoppin natives covered their graves with a heap
of grass, and erected a small grass hut over it. The body
was 80 placed as to face the rising sun, Before burial the
forefinger was troken to prevent the dead spirit from throw-
ing spears at the living, and his thumdb and finger nails were
burnt, and the thumb and finger t.ed together so that he
should not scrape his way out of the grave.

Throughout the Fastern Goldfields Jdistricts the methods
were somewhat alike. The Southern Cross people buried the
dead with the heead to the west, feet east, the body lying on
its side, the eyes looking towards the gouthwest. The el-
bows were tied and the knees were bent and tied to the thighs.
A sheet of bark covered the body, and stones, wood end sand
were pile on top. The mzero (wambarra) was broken, and
placed uprizht at the head, the wanna, if a woman had been
buried, was placed at the leet,

Candsrasg people tury their women head west, feet east,
their men being buried with the head to the east and the feet
west, Why this distinction was made I was unable to discover
in the short pericd of my visit to the native caump. Good
women and men are buried deep but bal natives, that it those
who break the laws ¢f their peoyle, have only a shallow grave,
| The Loolgardlie people appear to have been buried in the
game manner as at Southern Cross, as both belonged to the same
"road® . Iwo semicireles of earth or wood (acacia) surrcunded
the graves,

A white contributor stated that some of the tridves sast-
ward of falgoorlie buried their dead with an arm or ieg boue
protruding above the grave.

The furnalpl people buried tneir dead in a sitting posture,
the head of the corpse being quite near the surface. saverton
nntives placed the head to the east, the feet west, The clud
was put on top of the grave, the meero being yut underneath the
head. The hair of the dead man was cut off and taken away to
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show his relatives, Spears were broken and thrown beside the
grave, The eyes looked towards the sunrise. Wood was

placed on top of the bYody, and the hole filled up with stones

or sand,
Losition of deald body
thoonda - legs i
weedabl - body P i head easti
kaata - head [ feet west
weena, wmara - hands f"\
/ Kajjees left in

/ | camy.

/

Boorna placed beside at head and
on top of body. Byes looking towards Sunrise
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The Luketon natives wade a shallow hole wihlch they scooped
out with their wooden vessels, The hole was about four feet
in length, two in width and not more thaun three or four feet
deep. The body was laid on its back, with the knees drawn up .
String was wound round the legs and thighs which were drawn up
towards the breast, The arms were bent at the elbow, and
fore and uyyer arms were tied together., A few heavy logs
were lald across the body and then eovered with branches. No
earth was put on the grave. Two fires were lighted, one at
each side of the grave, and the ground cleared for several
yards, The bushes at the edge of the cleared space were
broken down and pointed towards the grave.,

The Gingin netives buried their dead in an east and west
direction. Noolberr made a small grave to show how it was
done. A wanne loosened the earth, and a walbai or handle-
less spade scooped out the sand which woolberr pylaced must
carefully at the head and foot of the hole. (Uccasionally
he luoked to see if the prouper direction were maintainel, A
plece of wocd representing the corpse wragoed in some bark,
was placed in the grave which was then filled with logs and
fresh boushs, A little branch was stuck in the centrs of the
heaps of sand, nuvt in the grave itself, Fresh clean sand, not
taken from the heaps, was put over the logs. The meero was
Jut at the head of the grave, Westward from the heap of sand
at the hend of the grave, & bea of grass ete,, was uade, and
round th.s the father, brothers and mothers brothers of the
dead man put their spears and meeros upright to try to find
the direction from which the bulya came, They leave them in
this position all night and next morning come to the grave to
see i they have been disturbed. Those that might have moved
not only showed the point from which the bulye came, but others
were £lso bent to show which of the men should start on & nige
sion of revenge. The ownurs of those which moved had to fole
low the murderer. A fire was made between the bed and the heap

of sand at the head of the grave,
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dhen the men return from tnelir Journey of revenge, they
bring boughs with them representing the number of men they have
killed, the boughs holdin: the kajjeen of the deal uen. These
they place as dsaja (meat) on the grave of their relative, They
generelly speared the enemy in the stomach. The may tie the
thumdb and forefinger of the corpse, or the little end third
fingers.

#hen & very c¢ld man died, a small wanne was pleced at his
head instead of the meero, a8 the o0ld man had no meero, being
too ¢ld to use one. A paperbark yarloc (vessel) was filled
with water and placed besile the bed for the kajjeen to drink.

The kajjeen of the dead man heynts the _lace of his burial,
which is near the karlok (fire or camp), and to pgrevent the
spirit haruing the living, the parents or bulyssuttuk gather a
few boughs, and make a small shelter, lighting a little fire
beslde 1t where the ka)jeen sits. Dey after day the kajjeen
comes to this fire which must be renewed until he cesses to come
or until the tribe have left the neighbourhood.

fioolberr believed that his woman would see his kajjeen as
he went through the sea to the home of the dead, but where that
home was he could not tell, "By and by," said <oolberr, "our
bones will be white like a kangarco's, but our kaj}jeen is some-
where, Wle see nothing in the day time, but at night in our
dreams we can seée the kajjeen of our moorurt (relations). They
walk about although their koojee (bones) are buried, but they
d¢ not want their koojee.,"

When Woolberr saw Banyap, his woman, she was always dressed
in her bocka, and hsd her wanna and goota, Her booka covered
her bedy and face except her left eye, which followed the sun
from its rising to its setting., If both of Banyap's eyes were
exposed, and Woolberr saw them it would be bad for Banyapy as
well as for him, "Don't show the sun all the face - that is
weendung (bad); left eye only louking - gwabba (good),."

"Woorongul wordong" is an announcement of the death of g

Gingin man,
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At dappamal and jJoRxumbur, the bedy was placed on its side
facing the rising sun. A half circle was made of the earth

that was thrown up from the grave, which wss oblong in shape.
The body was wrapped In its booka, ani tne smalier personal
effects of the head man were buried with hiw, His meero and
dowuk were placed on the grave over which a kut was built, a
fire being plaved about two yards from the grave, the fire
might be kept alive four pahaps two moouns by the wife or re-
latives of the dead wen, hoy'yung eor Lguunning can carry out
the funeral arrangeuents. Charcoal was used for mourning,
and was kept on the face for two or three moons. camp was
shifted some time after the burial, ani after all the ceremon-
ies had been concluded, the tribe left the vieinity and did not
return (o it until the grass had grown over the grave, If
the brothers of the dead man had long hair, they cut if off
in mourning for him, and both the mother and the wives and the
sisters of the dead man will cut and seratech themgelves and
make the blood run down their bodles, After a short time

the widows will go to the hut of their husbani's brother.

The thumb nail 1s burnt off, as if it were not, it would
érow very long and exceedingly shary, and the kaanya could
spsar anyone with 1t 1f it were not burnt off, The finger and
thuub are also tied together.

The landarrags natives placed ths grave in an easterly
and westerly direction, The body was buried with the head
to the west, the eyes looking towards tue rising sun., If
however, the person belonged te the south, the face looked to-
wards the south. The nails were burnt off and the finger and
thusb tied. The meero or wanna were placed on the grave,

and allspears of the dead men were broken. His Lersonal

effecte were burnt.



At Lerkshire Valley the body was buried ir a sitting pos-

ture, the head facing the east or south or wherever the person
cume from, Kails were burnt off and finger and thunb tied.
"Babbilyung” was the collective name ap. .ied to the hut, or
cleared space, and fire or grave, When a booldha mullein
(sorcerer) died, all his magic went into another bvooldha,

At Karah apnd Watherog the body was laid flat on its back,
the eyes looking up to the midday sun, The man's meero was
y+aced at the head of the grave, The thumbd and finger nails
were buint off and the members tied together,

The Carnameh people bury their dead with the head in tne
direction of the locality to which the deceased belonged. The
nails were burnt off and the fingers and thumbs tied. The
heir of the dead man was sometimes ocut off ani burnt., A
meero was placed on the grave.

The lopgara people buried their dead in a sitting posture
with the face turned southwest or west, Zastern people sat

with their faces turned towerds the east. Finger and thuwd were

tied and the nails burnt off.

In the Northampton district (Mount View, & round grave was

made in which the body was placed in a sitting posture, with
the legs crossed and the face set towards the birthplace of
the dead uwan, The bYody was buried two or three hours after
death, in sandy ground, All present cry and wail loudly for
the dead.

In another part of the Lorthampton district (Arrancobda),
the corpse was vuried in a kneeling posture, the head usually
facing north, feet south, but the head was generally placed in
the direction the deceased man came from, The heand hung

down by the sides, Weapons etc,, were burnt, except spears,

whieh were broken,
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Amongst the Yoolyarip (Ullaring on map) natives, the
body was laid on its back, the head west and the feet east,
The hands were placed in front of the shoulders anl the kness
were drawn up. The gravewwas not more than five 1ect in
length. A double semicircle of earth und boughs was placed
at the head of the grave. The meero, with the pyoint extract-
edl, was put on the grave, and a fire was lighted sastward of
the mound. Jpears were broken, but walaanoo (boomerangs)
were given to mothers' brothers or brothers-in-law "far away".

In the Yuin district, Carlyon states that the corpse was
buried in a sitting posture, with the face turned towards the
place of birth. A fire was lighted either within or beside
the grave, and the suoke watched to see where the murderer
came from, Should two men fight and one of them be killed,
if the .iving native has not been met with for five or more
years after the death of his vietim, a8 soon as e is en-

countered by one of the dead man's relatives, he must be speared.,
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Cornally, informant YARLIQUS MODES OF BURIAL

Amongst the circumcised tribes the dead are buried in sitting
posture with their faces to the east. The hole was about four or
five feet deep. As a rule the corpse was disjointed a few minutes
after death, the body was then fixed in a sitiing posture with the
arms and hands resting on the knees. [Exceept the disjointing of
the limbs the body was not further mutilated, the hands being left
whole. A few boughs or some dried grass or sometimes both were
placed on top of the corpse and then the sand was filled in round
the body and covered the boughs and grass that were placed on the
head. There were no boughs placed in the bottom of the grave.
The head of the corpse was never more than two feet below the top,
generally less. When the grave had been covered over, they made
a horizontal hole with the wanna through the mound, sometimes twp
holes, widening the entrance to these holes slightly so that the
Jipgl could easily find its way out. After the grave was finished,
and the holes were made, a raised ring about two or three yards in
diameter was formed round the grave, the space round the mound
having been swept clean beforehand. When night came a fire was
made inside the ring by an old man or woman and then the relatives
moved their camp to some distance further. For two or three nights
only the fire was lighted by the old man or woman, who returned to
the grave about sundown, lighting the fire and at once departing,
All weapons, implements, uteunsils and ornaments of the dead person
were burned im the shelter where the native died. The natives

refrained for some time from hunting in the district the man

hunted last over. 5
£,
filhen a man or woman died his or her namesakes had iumediately

to change theif names, which they never used again, but Cornally
states that after a year or two the name of the dead person would
probably be given to some child. They never mentioned the dead
person's name 1f they could possibly avold it; if they must mention
4t they spoke of them as the daughter or son of so and so. The
fire was lighted so that the spirit of the dead person might be
easily able to obtain a firestick when it came out of the grave.
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The spirits of the Agardee natives were supyosed to go up to the
moon.

The Watardees buried their dead in the same manner except
that the faces were turhed towards the West. As the spirits of
these natives went to Beejalin, Bul-bar-ee, the island off Car-
narvon and the moon, it may be that the face was turned towards
these islands.

The place was swept clean and kept clean for weeks, months
sometimes. The fire was kept alight for the game period as the
Agardees, the utensils, etc. were burned with the camp of the
dead person and the name banished from their minds and speech.

Wailing and crying in varying degrees, according to the temp-
erament of the cryer was begun immediately the breath left the
native. Everyone in the camp cried at the first, but afterwards
the men hever cried, but every morning before daylight the old
women of the camp started a loud wailing which lasted for half
an hour. No tears fell, it was a kind of singing wail in which
the women enumerated the virtues of the deceased, but without
mentioning the name. This continued for months at a time. When
the messenger went to announce a death he ran to the next tribe,
and when he reached the camp he walked up to the men quietly with
downcast head and gave his news saying the mother, son or daughter
of so and so had died. As soon as he delivered his message, he

either travelled further with his news or 1f he were tired from
the journey a young native took his place and so on until the
pnews was carried to all the members of the tribes. The adjoining
tribes also heard the news as they would probably have amongst them
relatives of the dead person. If a messenger met a relation of
the dead person during his journey, he stopped at once and commun-
icated his news, embracing and crying as he tbld it and as soon

as this ceremony was over the Journey was continued.
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In scme parts of the (ggcoype, the natives dig a deep
hole on the east side of a bush, the hole being s.metimes over
five fect 1in depth. At the bottom of the hole they make a
small drive underneath the bush, digging or sinking again to
a depth of about two feet, In tuis hole the body is jlaced
rolled upy in 8 sort of knot, neither sitting not in any other
special posture, simply rolled so that is snall fit into the
smull hole made for it, If there is difficulty in getting
the body into the hole, a relative of the deceased stands or
Jumps on the body, making curious noises the while, The hole
is left open for perhaps e day, after which it is filled up
with the personal belongings of the deccased, and some logs
and boughs, Water in a bark or wooden vessel may be left be-

mida the haole.

Cornally, informant Notebook 3b, £, 40

Cornally states that although the name of a dead person may
not be mentioned in the tribe for some time after his death, the
restriction is not absolute, as not only is the name spoken after
a year or two have passed, but children will be named after a
favourite member of the tribe who has been dead some time.
Several instances of this may be found amongst the liya and Byong
tribes on the Gascoyne.

According to Spencer and Gillen (Northern Tribes of Central
Australia, £. 526) when  once a man is dead no woman may ever
again mention his name, but this law apparently does not obtain
on the Cascoyne, nor in the Nor'West. Examples of this bes-
towal of dead natives' names upon children have already been
The owner of the name must however have been dead some

gliven.

time. (It is "when his flesh has gone from his bones™ that

his peme is resumed amongst the living.)
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smother the little spark of life yet in them. They gemrally

nowever, walt for the sorcerer to give the signal before they
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In scme parts of the (agcoyne, the natives dig a deep
hole on the east side of a bush, the hole being s.metimes over
five fect in depth. At the bottom of the hole they maxe a
small drive underneath the bush, digging or sinking again to
a depth of about two feet. In tibis hole the body is placed
rolled upy in 8 sort of knot, neither sitting not in any other
special posture, simply rolled so that is snall fit into the
smull hole made for it. If there is difficulty in getting
the body into the hole, a relative of the deceased stands or
jumps on the body, making curious noises tne while. The hole
is left open for perhaps e day, after which it is filled up
with the personal belongings of the deccased, and some logs
and boughs, #ater in a bark or woocden vessel may be left be-
side the hole.

There are not many native graves 1o be seen in the CGas-
'coynn andl Ashburton districts, although the natives are numer-
ous in both these distriets, which would lesad to the inference
that the natives have either some sscret places of burial, or

shat they eat the bodies of their dead, or burn thewn. Almost

all the sorcersrs of these districts, generally carry a humen
bone with them, preferably the small arw bore, and this cud-
tom might point to cmunnibalism, But again there ere weny hills
in the northwest districts which are simply loose boulders
roughly hesped together, and these the natives could easily,

and without any trouble of disging, utilise &s burial places,
The tops of sandhillise and undulating slopes are often chosen

as burying places,

The head of the corpse is generalliy placed between the
knees, and the face turned towards the esast, or to whatever
point of the compass the man's tribe belongs, 1t is custom-
ary throushout a great part of the Northwest for ithe natives
to fall upon the bedy of the dying man and by sheer weight to
snother the little spark of life yet in then. They gemrally

however, wait for the sorcerer to give the signal before they
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throw themselves on the boly. T™he pearest relatives of ths
jesd man are those who take part in this ceremony, and the
gorcerer does not give the signal until he thinks all hoge of
the man's recovery is over,

This custom is first noticed in the CGascoyne district,
pot further south, and eppears in various placed untlil Beajgle
Pay 1s reached.

The mourners of the dead cut theaselves with flints,

wannas, clubsand meeros, and throw themselves on the ground,

Cornally, informant MOURNING CUSTOMS Notebook 3b, P, 92
Gascoyn@ district

In some tribes the natives mixed kaolin in their yandees and the
men covered themselves all over with the white mixture and in other
tribes they only covered their thighs, arms and breastis with the
mixture, sometimes on thelir backs. The women made a plaster cast
of this kaolin by pounding it up and then covering their heads with
it, clese to the scaly. They frequently left it on for six months
at a time, This was only worn by widows who had lost their hus-
bands end they were generally old women. The young women painted
their thighs, breasis, cheeks and foreheads but did not wear the
cap. Elderly women wore the cap for any relative who dled, but
the young women only painted themselves with the kxaolin. The

men covered themselves all over with it, for a father, brother or
some favourite relative, they only wore it for a few days - a week
at the outside, In some tribes the men went into mourning for
one of their wives of whom they might have been fond, but they

rarely covered their bedies entirely in mourning for their wives,

unless they were special favourites,

lo£8, ana a 1ittle earth on top. #alling for the dead, cut-
¢ing end wounding themselves, and rolling in the sand end dust,
are customary with the natives of this district,
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throw themselves on the boly. The nearest relatives of the
Jead man are those who take pert in this ceremony, and the
sorcerer does not give the signel until he thirks all hoge of
the man's recovery is over,

This custom 18 first noticed in the Gascoyne district,
pot further south, and eppears in various placed until DBeagle
Pay is reached.

The mourners of the dead cut theaselves with flints,
wannas, clubsand meeros, and throw themselves on the ground,
ryolling in the dust, until they become exhausted,

A large space round the grave is swept und cleared af all
grass and leaves and smoothed lown with the hands, this being
generally the women's work. The fire may be made on top of
the grave, end soumetimes food, roots or seeds in a small JAn=
dee (wooden vessel) will be placed near the grave, fiater and
food are however optionmal, but the kinliing of a fire near the
grave is general throughout the State.

If the deceased is a man, all his personsl effects, his
ornaments, hair necrlaces, etc, ete,, will Ve lald beside or

in the grave, The shield, meere and club are placed near

the food and water.

The Ashburton dlstrict natives will sometimes doublie the

body into ss small a space as possible, and lay it on its side,
instead of in a sitiing posture, The thuwbs of the coryse
may also bo.tied together to prevent the dead man from digging
his way out agein., The sorcerer will often haravgue the
coryse, telling 1t to remain away from them aund not to come
back te tease or torment them or deo them bhara.

In the Fortescue district the body is alsc rolled up in-
to & bundle, buried in a small hole and covered with sticks,
logzs, and a little earth on toy. Walling for the dead, cute-
ting and wounding themselves, and rolling in the sand and dust,
are customary with the natives c¢f this district,
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In the gilbaras district tre body is placed in a sitting

posture, the face being towards 1ts birthpylece. The grave
will be adbout four feet in depth. Stonses, logs or paperbark
will assist in filling the grave, Sometimes a half cirele of
boughs, together with some weayons of the deceased will be
placed round and on the grave, All mourners wear charcoal,
the women adding white bands on forehead, chee¢ks anld noss,

The body may also be placed in a rock shelter, and when the
bones have become skeletoniscd, several smaller ones w.ll be
taken by those of his relations who visit the place, and will
be retained by them for some considerable time, The dead
man's relatives refrain from eating certaln flesh foods which
may or may not be their own or the dead man's totems, for scme
tima.aftar his death, In wmany cases toey will become "jajjee"
from all flesh foods for a period, until an "uncle" or scme
older men will tuke a piece of the forbidden flesh food and
rub it across their mouths, They must be absolutely lgnorant
of his intention until the feod is rubbed on their mouths or
the restriction is not removedl, They are exceedingly partic-

ular in this respect,
Burial customs wary slightly in some parts of the rilbara

or wor'dest Division,  The Jallawongerry (OSherlock Liver) na-
tives (ligallouma tribe) first take out the upper arm bone of
the dead maﬁ very neatly,scrape and clean it, and place 1% in
their net bags where they may carry it about with them for
years, After having extracted this boxe, they break all the
others, burn off the thumb and index firger nsils, and lay the
corpse flat in the hole dug for it, the head being placed
scoording to the Lirthplace of the dead man, (A curious ana-
logy to this custom, though differing somewhat in letail, pre-
vails amongst the Southern section of the Warramungs trive, S.4,
and ig fully descoribed in Opencexr and Gillen's "lNorthern Tribes
of Centrul Australis, p., 515 et sey.) The Warramunga trite
appear to be located in almost the exact parsllel of latitude

of the Roeburne district poeple and as in the Nor'West the
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tribes run east and west for & lonzg distance, it may be that
others of their customs ¢ rres_ond with those of the iarra-
mUNnge people, There is not, however, the slaborate ceremony
connected with the extraction of the hone, as prevails smongst
the Warraminga, Some times the smaller bones of the dead man
will, when they have dried, be distributed by his oldest relwm-
tive, the distribution of ‘the bones essuring success in hunt-
ing ete, to their recipients, if the dead mean has boer a suc-
cessful hunter.

#hen communicating a death to0 a relative who had been ab-
sent et the time, the Northern visitor, fully armed, approaches
within some thirty or forty yards of the camp, and awaits the
com.ng of n member of the camp. This menmber, also armed, goes
over to within about six paces or more of the viszitor. Their
spears are held in the meeros in readiness as it were for battle
the arm being raised as in the attitude of tnrowing, Ths
eircumstances of the death are related by the ecamy member, the
spears being kept poised during the recital, When it is fine
ished each simultaneously dreps his weapors, and they rush ine
to each other's arms, crying loudly for a time, As tney
clasp each other, one of them, the youngar of ths two, thrusts
his hand undsr the thigh of the other. Afterwards the men
of the camp gather round the mewcomer offering their thighs
for him to spear, He generally touches the thigh,drawing a
little blood, but if he thinks they wers neglectful of the de-
seased, or some person amongst them did no% "look out"™ properly
for him, the visitor thrusts nis spear viclously throush the
man's thigh, the man not resenting the attack. The visitor's
women meanwhile are joined by some of the camp women and all
formin: & close oirele, with their amms rouni each other, they
ery and wail, hitting each other at intervals, with their hands,

on neck or shoulder,
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In the Jgeburpe digtrict all sorcerers are buried in
branches of trees, All bedies appear to be buried in an east
and weat direction, the eyes looking towards the sunrise.
The feet and hands may elso be tied together in some disiricts,

The lnjeebandee (Tableland district) natives bury their
desd in a somewhat similuy manner to their hosburne neighbours.
The olier men and some younger men are buried in trees, upon
some branches of which a swall platform has been built where
the body is piaced without any covering, In that climate the
body soons becomes dry, and when it has been pronounced ready
for dlsmemberment, several of the smaller bones may be taken
by the relatives and carried about with them for years. The
larger bones and the skull will be placed in some convenient
rock shelter, or underneath some boulders. Ground burials
take place similar to koeburne and Sherliock, The Injeeban-
dees alsu crush the remaining spark of life from the dying man,

The Jullagine natives dig a hole half the size of the dead
pan and make & driveat the bottom about four feet from the sur-
face. Fushes are placed on the flooring of the grave and the
corpse lald upon them on its left sids, the head to the south,
the feet north, the face looking towards the west, The Null-
egine natives, according to a white contributor, believe that
after lying in the grave for a iittle time, the corpse riges
from its grave, tukes its meero, which immediately gets as
long &8 & spear, piaces it over his right shoulder, and walks
eway to "another country." The corpse 1s always buried its
full length, when the drives have been made in the grave, A
fire is lighted between the corpse and the new camp,

in the Fitzroy district, natives bury lheryoung men in trees,
cld pecpls in the ground. #hen the young man's body has veen
skeletonized, the bones are removed and placed under rock shel-
ters, where many may be placed under one large shclter, These

places are "jeegal" (forbidden) and none but sorcerers can go

peaxr them,
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The following mode of burial amongst the [lizroy natives is
desoribed by C.J. Annear, "As goon as death takes plece the body
is taken and placed ¢n the limbs of a tree, a few rails are some-
times laid across to form a platform for the body. Directly un-
derneath the body the ground is levelled and swept with grass, upon
which a circle is drawn, About the ecntre of this circle a mark
is placed, while on its outside edze stones are laid at ejual Ais-
tances all round, The centre mark denotes natives close, the
outer marks natives far away. The 1ligquid falling from the body is
caught within the cirele., Should 1t not rum, but remain close to
the centre mark, a native close by is considered the murderer. The
customs meationed in Chap. XVII of Spender and Gillen's work on the
burial ceremonies of the Warramunga tribe, somewhat resemble the
above,

If, however, it should run closer to one, or while on its course
divide and point to two or more outside marks, natives far away and
according to the direction wouldb e consjidered the muprderers, After
this has been decided, the body is taken down, and either thrown
into a hellow tree, or cave, whichever is the most couvenlent K and
it is then sald to become a "debbil-debbil" (a term derived from
white men, but the meaning of which I cannot find out) and is said
to SBometimes speak to the blacks from a distance. 1 believe the
idea has originated through dreams which act like a sort of hyphe-
tism practised in some of our own plades of worship."

"] remember once," says Annear, "after having dinner on the river
where we had been fishing in company with several blacks, that one
of the natives who had been sleeping, suddenly woke, declaring
"debbil debbil” had been talking. The others soon corrgborated the
statement and all that afternoon, though I tried to point out their
foolisnness, they all declared they could see this imaginary thing

walking about.”
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The Turkey Creek district natives bury their young men

and young women in trees, the old men in the ground, and the
0ld women in rock shelters or undsrneath boulders. Hothers
caryy the corpses of their babies about with them, and after
a time the babies' bones are mixed up with kargaroo meat and
the 0ld men eat them, No wuman can eat human flesh,
(Eembarn, a Jarrcongarow man, of the Jaggara (Panaka) Class
Division, informant.)

Iz the Lroomg snd Feaxte rlay district the manner of burial
varies somewhat from that of their southern neighbours.

Babies are buried in jiddeejoonvo (ants' nests) or at the
fooet of a minjcoroo baaleoo (species of wargrove) and are
wrapped in baggal (bark), the hole in the nest being scooped
out with a milgin (digging stick). Little boys are buried
in high anthills, the corpse being also covered with baggel.

Bigger boys were buried im trees, and when the flesh had
all gone off the bones, these were gathered, and put into a
erevice or grave by "uncles"™ (mother's brothers) or "cousins"
(tehalilal).

Qld men and old women were buried in the ground, Two
wungoorl (spears) will sometimes be placed at the old man's
head, His lanjee (boo-ergng), karrboorna (shield) and nowloo
(club) were put underneath his head, and the body wrapped in
bazgel, and baggal alsc covered it, A weedaweedoo (circle)
was made roundi the grave, of bushes and small saplings, and
a fire lighted some little distance away. A few mornings af-
ter the burial the old man's relatives go to the grave and
eclean ;t. apd then go to another eaup. The dead man'eg widow
or widows may come back for a period and clean away the rubbish
eto., that might have gathered, but after a time they too go
away from the district. The hair of the dead man will be cut
off to show hi® relatives at balgai or wallungarree, and they
will be satisfied when they see the halr. OString may bde made
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eventually of the hair by the dead man's brother. it is
wrapped in baggal and carried about for some time until it
has been shown to all the dead man's reiatives, Yaggoo or
gcbala vl the dead man may keep the hair,

Ihe body was glaced on the side with the head towards
the south, the fest north and the face towards the west,
The knees were sligntly drawn up and the hands clasped to
gether between the thighs. The brothers sons end male re-
latives of the dead man reerrga'ed themselves across the
breast md acress cheeks and forehead, The kalgarree Jjandoc
(widows) make kamboor (mud curls), alsc the man's sister a:d
mother, Doogul (red ochre) and leds (grease) are used in
making the mud eurls, which may sometimes remain on the head
during the life time of the widows, particularly il they are
old women, The daughters of the dead man reerrga'ed them-
nelves on face and breast. Koolagoorong is the name given
to the son whose father has died.

dongalong (young men who have been partly initiated) are
buriedin trees. After three or four days, two or threc wonga-
long climb the tree and ory, and after erying for some time
they break all the fingers andi toes of the corpse; taking these
they mix them up with geerbaijoo. (It will be remembered that
geerbaijoo (honey) is eaten only at a certain stage of initla-
tion). They eat the mixture, suvoking the "marrow” from the
bonas, They wear these bones afterwards irn their WoUneOnLCo
(forehsad band) Just above the ears, or im their belt, The
sameé proce=ding will be gone through with the bones of a young
girl who will also be buried on a tree ylatform. Sometimes
a leg will be broken off and tie marrow extracted in the saune
meAner. This is supposed to give additional strength and
cleverness to the worgalong, Unly wongalong do this, never
talloorgurra (married men), The Jooarres (spirit) of thoze
people, boys and girls, whose fingers and toes the wongalong
have eaten, come and play with them at night and their spirit

follows them about everywherey +the Jjalngangooroo ean see them
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cowing tehind the wongalong who had caten theuw, The bilyoor
i{soul. or spirit of & young unative) follows them evirywhere and
mekes them clever., After & time the bilyuor goes to Locmurn

\ the home of alli dead coastal navive:) snd sfter a very long
time 10 will coms back to see them again, A bilyoor will
never come back in the hot (suamer) time, The armbones of

the wongalong uay also be taken and the marrow 2xtractel,

They gut pajerbark (bagzal) anl baaloo (wood) "like a
nest"™ in the forks and branches of the tree, and also wray
baggal rounl the corpse, or rathaexr place it over the body,
like a blanket.

ihg send nilan (messenger, wessages, message sticks) to
tell all his ralufions to ¢cme and sse him, and then alllely
with the burial, eeba.a (father), habbula (brothers), becbee
(mothers), marrura (younger sisters) frouw as far a distance
as the messenger csn reach within the Limited time the corpse
remains uaburied, which at the most is two da,s., The dead
man is taken Yo his own booroo (ground) by talloorgurre, as
he must go to Loomurn from his own ground, but if his booroo
happens to be too far away, he 18 buried facing the direction
to which he belougs.

Aun oll wmon's extra weapons may be divided by his brothers
and sons awongzst zech other and amongst the dead man's own
sisters.,

After the burial the Jjalngangooroo and some of the talloor-
gurra get & koojila (shell) and beat it with & nowloo to deafen
the Jjooarree of the deald man and while they are beating it they
sing or chant i~

Whawloo millajalla bilycer

(Don't come back, spirit)

Jaddonganurre Loomurn

(go altogether to Loomur:n)

Jaddonganurra meemala, maaloo millajalla,
(Go altogether, don't come dack again, go away always)

harra marras meemala,
(Keep far away,)
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A beega (shade) is erected over the heud of the grave und
bveside it they make a fire. A1l round the grave a cleared
g |

~
e N

place is male, end after two or three days, Jeswar (litt
mounds of sanil or earth) come up all round the clsersl place,
Jome little distance away = large Jeewar will be seern anri they
know by this from what direction the mirrcorou (magic) came,

Une or two evenin s afterwards the men will creepy uwp to-
werds Fhe grave to watch for the nimmaniurre (shaiow) of the
murderer, and they see it. Ther the dend eobala's (father's)
people say -

zebaln yangar ngan'gejinne vomba Jeewsy an'garam."

(We'll take our father's part and go and kill that jsewar,)
Then they go south, north or east for the kannabtinjocnoco (mur-
derer). Yinnara (or yingartarara) mungoorlgecon. (all you
nother fellows™ will spear him,)

Somotimes the kannabinjoonoco will show hiumself end hie
jooarree karrboorna (shield with the spirit or sksleton form
of the dend man drswn upon it) to them, and then they fight
him. Thig custom appears as far as can be ascertained, ye-
culiar to this district. A man who has kilied another native
will drew the spirit of the dead man ou his snield and will
stanl before the relatives to be speared, holding the shield
in Pront of hiw as his ohly weapon, All the relatives of the
deed man throw their spears at him and if these are successfully
parried by him, then they know their relative has been killed
in faiy vlay, Sut if the man falls, they know he has been a
murderer,

The drcppings from the jutrid corpses of those that re-
ceive tree burial are also noted to find the murderer's booroo
(ground) . The Jalngangooroo will soumetimes see the jooarrse
of the dead yerson whe will show him where the mirr¢oreo came
from and the jocarree of little children will often come and
show him where the mirrocrec has been sent from,

Children must not see the hair of a dead man or woman, they

may only see the baggal it is wrapped in, Koge¢a ("uncles") will

keep women's hair,
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Billinges's father was buried in the ground, his face
being turnsd to the south. Eaggal (bark) was placed on the
bottom of the grave, and Billinges's "next father™, the dead
man's brother, and a sister's son, lowsrsd ths boly upgon its
resting placo, baggal was again put cn toup of the body and
the hole then filled in with sand, A Tire wee made over the
grave, bLut no food or water was left for the deud man, His
lanjee, nowloo aud karrboorna formed a yiliow for his hesal,
and his spear was stuck at the head of the grave, The nails
were not bturnt. The living relatives are sometimes told by
the Jooarrve (spirit of the deed men) o go far awsy Tor a
tiwe,

4 dock ¢f the dead man's hair may bte twistel by his bro-
ther or futher and thrown on the ground to unravel itsself,
nhatever divection the end of the hair string pointed is the
boorov of {he wurderer and an avenging party immediately sets
out for that campy, and someone is killed in retaliation.

An avenging party is called collaétively or singly "thame
mwunjeonoo weala,” They salways come to killi and generally ap-
pear Just before rangarrame (dawn), though there is no special
time for their arrival, All the members of the avenging par-
ty have covered themselves all over with Jabboolyoo (mud) or
Karruus \white), so that they may creep along without being
obssxved, or if observed will be tuken for ngarree (spirits),
Lerih&aps scmeone in comp sees them cuming; he does not call
out to the others, bub utters the ory of the curlew, "weelou,
weeleo", which all in camp know means "thammunjoonce coming,"

IThe thammunjoonoo umove o different parts of the ground
and ome will ery to other like a yecla woorin (deog's howl),
and 1s ansewred when all are stationed. Sometimes they will
mimlic & frog's ercvak., At rangarrama they surround the canp,
anl making & series of noises like er-r-r-f, er«r-r-r, they
close in and kill everyone except perhaps JREEL0o, kogga or
esbala, whom they know, or a boy whose sister they mey have
obtﬁlnad. They will take the boy back with them sand bring



him up as their own, 0ld women they kil. and take the young
women awiny with them, Many tehiwbula. ur jimnal (stonehsuded
gpears) they bring with them andl they senl these ons alter a-
nother 1into the caup. sonstimes they send them into fthe alr,
and they fall on the man they want to kill, Thammund oonoo
kill and leave, never burying the deand. shon & wamber g0
together there is always more than one muriler o avelgs, a8
if only omc yerson has been killed, two ov &b wusi three Lhame
punjoocrce who have been killed will aliso Le left on the ground
unburied, unliess sowe of their peovpyle come back and bury them
or cariy them away.

some tines instead of a xoojila being beatesn to deafun or
perheaps galn the attention of the jouoarree of the dead awan,

two lanjee will be tapped together, and the jocarree asked te

go away for good,
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The Jundey Islapd natives also bury their dead in the
branches of trees, the body being placed with the head to the

gouth, and the face to the east, Wnen decomposition hes well
zet in, & fire is made underneatn the platiforw which thorcurhly
charg the body, It is then teken down and put beneath larze
rocks, a8ll the crevices being closed up with small =tones,

Captain Stokes, who voyaged along the Bortn West cceest
in the "RBeagle" stated that neer Port Lssingtor he saw a
mother at cne of the native campys teke the bones of hor baby
from the receptecle where she had ,laced them, and put them
upon the ground, =setting them up into a seublance of her dbaby
go thet she could weep over them, in doing so, Captain
Stokes remarks thet she displayed s wonderrul krowledge of
csteclog, .

A letter sent to Caytain Grey from an officer of the
"Beagzle" described the custom of burial at Cygnet Pa,. The
letter was sncocompanied by the skeleton of a nutive, "The
skeleton wae found enveloped in three plieces of papyrus bark,
on & small sandy point in Cygnet Bay. All the Lones were
closely packed togeth:r and the head surmounted the whole,

It did not appemr to have been long interred. They had evi-
dently been packed with enre - all the long bones were tnder-
most, and the small ones were strewed in amongst them. The
head was resiing on its base, faco across,”

(Deubkless the body had first reeeived tree burial,)
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In some parts of the Kimberley, tns mothers wrap their
dead bablies in a piece of bark and hans them up cn & tree,
taking them down after 2 time and eracking the tendsr bensz to
get at the marrow, The marrow is supposed to contain ths
strength of the child or young man. Whether the women eat the
marrow or whether it is pziven to the c¢ld men only is not &bso-
lutely certair, The natives of the Kimberley districts say
thelr women never eat the flesh of the deud, or inleed any
human flesh, but a white contributor states that the women out
the marrow from the bores of their dead husbands as well as
their babvies,

| in Grey's Journal (L, :227) there is a sketch of two re-
markable mounds or tombs which were discovered by him Juring
his expedition inlandl from Hanover Eay. in his description
of them he states that "they were both placed due east and
west with great regularity. They were both exactly of the
same length, but differed in breadth and height, and they were
not formed nltogether of small stones from the rock on whieh
they stood, but many were portions of very distant rocks which
must have been brought by hummn ladour, for their angles were
as sharp as the day they were broken off," Grey ned the
mounds excavated. but no bones were 'found, only a great deal
of fine mould having a damp dank smell. The antiguity of
these mound: a_ yeared to Gray to have becn very great, al-
though the outer stones appeared to have been but raecently
placed there,

In the lLeopold Banges, kr. Frank Hann found thirteen
graves in one place, "three of them being evidently of greater
importance than the cothers, for many tons of stone, topped
with heavy wood, wers pidad upon them. There was no special
regularity in the formation of these graves." ur, Hann made

no attempt to excavate the mounds,



