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Siippered Cannibals

Jinna-arbil is the term applied throughout Central Australia
to cannibal raiders. Its literal meaning is jinna - foot; arbil -
hiiden, or covered, and every wearer of these slippers is a human
meat hunter. There are two kinds of slippers made by the Central
cannibals, the soft scle covering or "sandal”™ of the spinifex
groups, and the netted "shoe" of the groups living in hilly or
stony country. Emu feathers, or native cat, or feral cat far
are the only materials u sed. The spinifex natives take some
emu feathers - one or two handsful according to the size of their
foot sole and these are teased and pulled to and fro with the
teeth until they have become sufficiently intertwined to form a
cohesive flat surface. Fur is similarly teased .nto the desired
flatness. Blood may sometimes be used to unite the strands, to
make them adhere more firmly. They are fastened on the sole of
the foot until they feel firm in place. After use they are rolled
up and carried as a chignon by their wearer. in the slippers
used in stony and hilly areas the feathers are first teased, then
netted through with hair or fur string, the string being first
run toamd fro through the teased feathers. Then gome two or three
rows of netting are maede round the edge to form a sort of "uppern
for the slipper. It is tied round the ankle and its wearer ean
travel safely with 1t over the rough stony areas, without fear of
its falling off and disclosing his footprint. The hair of an
eaten man woven into string is mueh prized by the Jinna-arbil for
its supposed magic power to lead him to his vietim and give gtrength
and surety to his killing stroke. He may even wear a wristlet
of the same hair on his spear or club arm, and thus have the
strength of the d ead man added to his own.

Every circumcised group in Australia was a cannibal group,

From Kimberley to the Great Australian Bight the jinna-arbil have
made life a constant terror through the ages. The term Jinna-
arbil is known throughout the greater part of inland Australia,
from Oodnadatta to the Ashburton and Gascoyne areas of Western
Australia, and from the Great Australian Bight to probably beyond



the liacdonnell Ranges,
The Bibbulmun of the Southwest, who were descendants of the

first horde that reached Australia were am uncircumeised people
and were noil cannibal, but all along their northern and eastern
border the circumcised cannibals were continually encroaching
upon them, stealing their boys for initiation into the Central
rites, but never giving a boy in exchange to the Eibbulmun.
The border betwecn the two groups was in constant unrest and terror,
fhen 1 was investigating the Bibbulmun of the Esperance digtrict
in the early 15uu's, Deebungul, the last of his group, told me
the story of a cannibal raid made westward from Israelite Bay,
when women and children were killed and eaten by the jinna-arbil
ralders.

In the Euela district jinna-arbil came down from Boundary
Dam and other places north and nor'west, through the ages, leaving
their dread records in the legends of the now extinct Euecla group,
as their special "prey"™ was preferably young girls and boys.

At Meekatharra, reak Hill and other areas in the Murenison
and Gascoyne districts, specimens of cannibal slippers were given
me during my researeh amongst these groups. Infant cannibalism
was specially prevalent in those areas, sometimes attaining
epidemic form, but there was no necessity for slipper wearing
in these instances. As capnnibalism automatically ceases on entry
into civilisation, the Jinna-arbil are of no further use to their
owners once they enter the fringes of white settlement.

One evening in 1509, when I was camped some four or five
miles northeast of lieekatharra-township, where a large group of
derelict natives had foregathered, not one of whom belonged to
the distriet, the natives came in great fear, #hile hunting they
had seen the tracks of jinna-arbil - just the pad ¢f the slipper
in the sapd - "eoming from the north®™ and though they relied on
my presence and protection, as soon as they had enten their hurried
meal they banked their fires, cold and chilly though the night was.
Not the slightest sound came from the camp, though many women and
dogs were there. There were noc hildren, every woman amongst them

having eaten one or more of her own offspring,
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Ly own fire was very bright and clear, for my evening meal,
then and now, is my only undisturbed umeal. 1 was preparing my
tea and tcast when in the twilight 1 saw sowmc shadows moving
amongst the trees, Every time 1 pcered, the shadows vapisnhed,
tut knowing that siadows have substance, and feeling sure they
were human shadows 1 called out in the Murchison dialect,
wiho is there? You must be cold, come near my fire," adl
spoken in a cheerful everyday manner, as 1 knew the camp occupants
would hear and be conforted. Cut from the shadows came allittle
group of seven or eight young men who walked iu silence to the
firelisht.

n3it down, I am going to eat. Where are your women? I will
glve you soge flour, tea,sugar and jam,"

A soft call "dhu" (the same sound also calls a mun's dog)
brought two poor scraggy women out of the gathering darkness.

To these were given basin, flour and water, and scon & bis damper
was cooking in my hot ashes., lMeantime the young men had shyly
geated themselves round the firs,

njhere have you come from?"

wOther side Peak Hill." (FPeak Hill was some ninety miles
nop¥h of my camp.)

njghere are you going?"®

"We heard about you and we came to see you."

nGooa, you shall have plenty food to go back to reak Hill
and I am coming to see you all. Where are your jinna-arbil?y®

"Ih a bush over there.”

nTomorrow bring them to mec. Sit down quictly now and go teo
sleep, Here is a firestick from my fire,”

They camped on the north side, the lieekatharra group being
south of my tent.

The Jjinna-arbil were forthcoming next day. Now all these
little mobs were semi-civilised and were well acqQuainted with the
white man's law regarding murder, but these young men said,
nMeekatharra Jinna-arbil killed two of our brothers and we must
kill them the same way."
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Some few months ago a group of aboul thirty men, women and chiliren
came to my camp near Coldea out of the great Aboriginal State
whiech has been reserved for them by the South and Western Australian
Covernments and every member of this mob, except the two wee bables
had eaten human flesh on their way to COoldea Water, It is only
men vietims who are mentioned and so far, the mob has confessed
to two men whom they killed and ate on thelr journey from Ming-ana
Water within the Reserve, but women and children had also been
eaten. One of the wee babies died shortly after its arrival,

This mob was, 23 usual, a jinna-arbil mob, As a matter of
absoclute fact there is not one man or woman who has come gown
from the area morth of the line, who has not etiten human flesh.
Every one of the natives now wandering along the East-West line
was a cannibal before his or her entry into civilisation, Some
were given a baby sister or brother to eat. One man had eaten
three little sisters and one brother, given t¢ him by his mother
to make him strong,

Only one case of cannibalism occurred within civilisation to
my personal kgowledge. A mob of some twenty six had come to my
camp in 192u. Amongst them were two heavily pregnant women, one
of whom eludled my watchfulness and killed and cocked and ate her
newborn baby a mile west of my camp, sharing the dmmdful meal with
her chidd of about three years, I had tracked her for twelve
miles but she deubled on her tracks and had completed her horridble
meal before 1 came upon her, The charred skuil and a few other
bones of the infant are now in the Adelaide Museum. This woman
is now & hopeless prostiitute along the East~West Line and the
West Coast of South Australia, a woman of unusual strength and
vitality.

As the various loosely Jjeined mobs leave their waters and
country to come into civilisation, their way is marked with fights
and subsequent human feasts, both amongst themselves and any other
mobs that may be prowling about those wild areas literally"seeking
whom they may devour”. The most recent mob left a very bad trail
behind 1it. Bes.des the two men and the unnumbered women gnd

children eaten, there had been meny camp fights along the way,
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almost every woman and severul of the men having many spear wounds.
Those of the older members of the mob who cannot keep up with the
rest are abandoned and left to thelr fate. Wounded are also left.
Following on the haels of the mob of thirty came two men who had
bveen speared and left, Thease got better and followed up the
tracks, but one of them returned north te the sections of the mobd
that had fought and separated on the Journey, and a few weeks

ago another mob, numbering some thirty or forty, witn only one
elderly man amongst them, arrived near (oldea Water. The speared
man is with this mob and I sent his brother to persvade them to
turn back to a permanent water until the cooler season came,

The new mob has give killed and eaten men to its credit, Each
mob has its "tally" of human meat, and the tally increases, so
that rot only is cannibalism active in the Great Aboriginal

State, but it is inereasing, The killers annext he families

of the men they killed amd regardless of relationship, make "wives®
of every woman in the meb, There is neither group (which is an
aggregate of families) nor tribe (an aggregate of lawful groups)
anongst thess wmobs, Thelr ever changing relationships consequent
on their acquisition of the "wives" of their victims is so unew
amongst them that the children are continually having to alter
their form of address. One little chap, still drinking from

his mother's breast, has had to change his term of address from
ngoonju (mother) to oondal (daughter). This group, like the
groups that preceded it, disintegrated as sovn as it came in
contact with the derelicts already within civilisation, and the
members of the mob are, some of them, as far west as Kalgoorlie,
east towards Tarcoola and beyond, and south on the West Coast of
South Australia.

The procedurs of all these mobs coming out of the wilds is
always the same. From the mod of thirty that recently arrived
and ave now so widely separated, two jinna-arbil detached them.
selves at some point, in this instance they left their relatives
at Nabbari gabbi (water root mallee area) and walked and stalked
their way warily until they reached the hills where the far-

famed (Ooldea water "sits down".
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From the high sandy hill they could see the great oconiiri (plain -
the name liullarbor was given by Surveyor Delisser in '65 and is
derived from two Latin words nullus -arbor = no trees) of legend
which is inhabited by a huge magic snuke that killed and ate
every native who ventured on it.

Now the Trans-Australian train crossing that great oondiri
was s0 like the ganba (snake) of the ancient legend, that when
the two men saw the monster and heard its whistle of anger and
could see the angry smoky breath issuing from its nostrils, they
turned end fled for their lives, and did not stop in thelir flignt
until they fell exhausted. They waited in fear of what was to
follow, but nothing happening, they again ventured scutn. They
had dropped one of their jinna-arbil in their fliignt. Thzy
reached Ooldea water and notwithstanding the timbered wells, the
macninery and other strange objects, they drank of the famous
"Yooldil gabbi®", and one morming, I found three siippers wound
round with hair string, lying in the fork of a sandalwood treec
near my camp. Investigation showed that small smokes had been
made under mulga busnes here ana there. They had evidently
geen me. I took the slippers and put some small green branches
in their place, also placed small branches on tne burnt patchnes
(2 sign of friendliness) and waited events, and one fike morning
Moo ja-mooja-na and Windu-windu, two men (the latter the younger
of the two, but as I found later the dominant spirit of the mob,
reckless and lawless and without the old restraining fear of
magic punishment for evil-doing) arrived at my breakwindi. The
morning after their arrival, a boy and a girl appeared, and by
and by the remainder of the mob - only six men. amongst the
thirty had reached the outskirts of civilisation, All were
clothed and fed on their arrival, Their last human meal had been
eaten at Goonia-ngoona water, where there had been a fight and
kill and the ensuing feast,

So recent werethe killings, that the men had not apportioned
the women amongst them and for a time promiscuity prevailed in
camp. One young woman was claimed by two men for a time, and

almost every day the children and women had to learn their new



to have as .
various waters, as tne.
arrived. All the men having been _
what substantial grounds exist for their
Time and again, 1 have tried to induce tn.
to thelir own country, telling them I would go with the.
the flour and tea and sugar they get to love, and remain with
them in thelr own country and by thelr own waters.
"4e couldn't go back," they say, "the Jinna arbil would
kill and eat us."
nBot you yourselves were Jinna-arbil.®

nThat's why we won't go back, We know,"



