December 28, 1939

My dear O'Brien,

Bamy thanks for your letter of December 12th, which
I am afrald has been held up over Christmes. As perhaps Allen
Mawer told ruu,'I resleted the College's phan - or lack of plan
for the Galton Laboratory, belliesving that thes work eastablished
by Galten's trust desd had a right to be continued, soc far as
the sltuation of the personnel made posslble, sven in the evant
of war. The College inslsted on ths evaguation of th;lr
premiaes in Gower Street, which I think they have & legal right
to do, but want beyond thelir rights in forbidding my asslatanta
to contlinue the work of the Department elsewhere. Howsver,
during Cetober, by the intervention of Lord Bankey, Chalrman of
the College Committes, 1T wans agreed that the Department ghould
gontinue 1tas work in roome Kindly lent by 851 John Russell mt
Rothameted. This, tiiough lnconvéaient to my assistanta, does
allow the Department to continue in exlstence. The College at
preasnt ls meeting exliating salarles, though I understand thas,
in the event of my Laboratory asaistant belng ocslled up for



military service, his selery will lapee, and I shall have to
lock elsewhere for the means of replacing him. I imagine,
however, that I can do something to ksep the concern golng by
of fering statiptical gervices and advice in raturn for fees,
instead of gratultously a&s heretofors.

With respect to the perolopleel umlt, I aleso had
experlience af the very brusque way in whieh Landsborough Thomeon
handled the businessp but the position does not eeem Bt present
unsatisfactory. The aalarles of the four ressarch workers and
two lsboratory attendants have besn taken ovar by the Madigal
Hegaarch Council for war work from the outbreak of war. Although
formally they &re geparated from my department, they are, up
till now, working together as an unbroken unlt, and have not
been disperaed. This, I think, is ~ moet lmportant point. We
ars agtually gtlll collaborating a jood deal in collectling &nd
examining the large numbers of blood grouplnge whioh &ére belng
made in various parts of the country in ococineection with the
bloocd transfusion servioe.

In eddition to the EL750 of thelr grant unexpended,
there 15 alsc & smzll balance, bout £40, in the Westminster Bank,
avallable for continuing thelr ressarch work proper when that
agaln becomes possible. I should much hope that, at least 1f
the serum unlt can be mailntained in existence, your Committee
will npprnru ol thuir\zﬁing thelr researches on thelr orgginal
grant !hlﬂ_iﬂll-lﬂﬁiﬁﬁhlgnmuﬂ possible.

T™he grtiefeotory element ln the present situstion Lla

that the H.R.0. 18, in effeot, perserving our research unlit



intact, so that it .hnﬁlﬁ be able to take up its old work
with & minimum of deley. This nuuldfzzitiul even if, aa
may heppen, the young mediocsl ssegiftant, Dr Race, were, in
the oourse of the war, celled away on other servioe.

It 18 really resssuring %o hear of your personal
interest end kind wiehes. I hoge some time during the coming
Yyesr you may be able to vislt us here, or, if not, to make an

sppolntment wheers I ocen meet you in London.

fours slncerely,



