FEDERAL FARM BOARD

WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 23, 1930,

Dr. B. A- Fisher,

Hothemeted Experimental Station,

Harperden, Herps, England.

Daar Dp. Flgher:

Several months ago I wrote ssking your advice to make mare that
I wan correctly interpreting the new methods you developed in your paper
"The General Sempling DMetribution of the Multiple Corrslation Coefficient,”
& reprint of which you sent me a year ago. As apperently my letter has
failed to reach you, I am writing again.

The particular point on which I am uncertaln ila the exmst meaning
of the parsmeter np, in enterinz the table of the ﬁ polints of 3 and '3' »
I understand that my represents the mmber of independent varisbles; that
le, ny= 1 18 for simple correlation rj my= 2 Ls for 21_33. m=73 s for
E),234, etc. But I have not been able to be quite certain whether n, should
be taken ams the total mmber of paired obeervations in the semple (n!, as
used in your text bock), whether 1t should be n' - 1, or whether mp=n! - By .

ds I would 1ike to mslke use of this latest development of your methods
for judging the relisbility of observed multiple correlations in scme
material which I am about to publish, I am anxious to make exactly the right
interpretation of your conclusions. For that reason I would .;;:-prn::inta as
early a reply as is convenient for you.

With much appreciation for the pioneer work you have been doing, and
for your help, I m

Singcerely yours,

T oA e ‘Eﬂd-ln'—-ﬂ

Mordecal Ezelkciel.
Asslatent Chief Economlst.
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Probable true Probable minimum correlation in universs,for
mrm.fmn varying observed correlations and size of sample
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Probable minimum correlation in universe, for
F'::Lt:l:!l:-fili;:' varying observed correlations and size of sample
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