29th, July 1547.

Desr Bonmier,
When you visited me you saxgproessed a wish to lmow more
of the Internatiomal Counoil of Selentifiec Unions, with a view %o
eornidering the possdBilisy of forming en Intarnational Union of
Geneties. It appears from the statutes that the International
Counoil consists of a national solentifis crganisation frém esch
country whioh has adherred, anfl of tha internstional uniona.

A gountry may Join the International Council either through
ite pringipal acedemy or naticnel researeh oouncil, or same other
national institution or mmscalation, or; finally, through its
goevermment. I precume that dweden, like thim country, hes alresdy
Joined the Internmtional Oomneil,

The Year Bock for 1545 lists seven internationsl wdons dosling

with 1) Astronoy, £) Oecdemy end Oeophyeies, 3) Chemimtry,
) Seientific Rafle, 5) Pure and Applied FPhysics, 8) Geograply,
and 7) Blologioal Soicmees, Thers in a report for the period
195746 for thés last undom, bui, of oourse, it has Teon almost
inactive. Profeasor Munre Fox and Dr, Birks of Mollsnd are
evidently doing their best to revive 1,

For mywelf I feel rather strongly that the ddological solences
would be wise to fellow the example of the non-blologicel solences,
who have had a longer sxperience of internationnl vocoperation, by
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Jmowledge and experience, as it is obvious that Genetiocs does
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Yhyelology, Texonemy, Eoology, eto. At lsast, in forming an
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Ocunodl snd through it to the nationsl sosdemies of the adhering
nations, we should know where we were and by wham we should be
represented in eny matter imrolving international coeoperation,
of which the most obvious is the holding of conferences, as we heve
mwmrmlﬂﬂWMMMWmﬂmﬂ
Cormittes, I baliove, also, that gemmine international
sooperation in the interchange of genetio materikl could usefully
be disoussed m! regularised through such a body, which we would
not wish to be precceupied or cbeessed by international
negotiations in respect of texonomic nomenslature or the many
other matters with which en intermational union of tdologioal
molences, if it were to live up to its name, would have to deals

This is particularly the case since it is in the hiclogioal
solences that the centrast is scmewhat sharp between those who
get the wark dome and make effsctive advancespf cwwledge
pesaitle, and those who talk largely sbout 1 at sspond hand
and sometimes without full undapabending.

In prastice, mn internstional wnion implies the exletense of
nationsl oommittees mhﬂ-&ﬂﬁ'ﬂ“



ssademy for the countyy in question, whioh compltioses perform
the functions of lisison between the oountry comcermed and the
wnion. Guch committees oppoint delogaten ap represantatives
at the sssemblies of the union and have the pright to relese
gquestions relevent to international cooperation in their
appropriate subjeot.

The assamblies of the union normelly, I suppose, take place
on the cocoasions of internaticnal ocongresses, though practice
may Aiffer in the different unions. Thess sssermhlies ordinardly
eppoint commisaions for the study or discussion of mpecial
questions in the interim between nssenblles.

I have no doubt that the Internationsl GHOEREL would ol me
provide..dnsfdtatates for disgussion préor to the sdoption of
definitive statutes,on epplication for adhercnce to the
International Council. The -Appondix-of—the 1546 Yesr Book
gontains the statutes of the existing unions, which nre very
gindilar in form, as Appendix IX. It in to be presunod that
the exreation of an intermational union with adhorence to the
Internationsl Oouneil will grestly fesilitate the mechinexry for
obtaining subventions, both from national sssfemies and fram
international orgsnisations.

Probably the sbove is enough to open the guestion for
disoussion in your oommittee.

Towra sinceraly,



