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HI."‘ r-|ll {‘l- iitklﬂ.,
n yoamgro .eprrace,
urs Lerphine,
-idlothlan.

Daar [r Altken,

‘any thanks for your long and interesting letter.
I am extremoly glad thal you do not share, ano 1 nope yuu
will nol allow your woerds t. support, the Jeiraction of
Jordan's method. 1l wap mysell astonished at the |
acrimony of the i elinr: aroused by my caillin, a..ention to
it. the fact is fanoy, that the number of pbople
Interented 1s extremely amall, and these think the mere
of thelr clalm tu be know=alle aboul compu.atlos,; which meana
mera toe them than one would suppose. vonoeyuenily, when
i innocently mentioned Jordan's method, assuming it to be
well kmewn, when in fact the Cummittee had not heard of it,
I vas evidently felt to be dving a most offenagive thing.

However, you nov probably know the situation, through
your correspondence with Wishart, and are aware that any
word of yours adverse to the mew metnod, will bu very
eagerly received and reported as the findinge of Comrie's



LComeittes. ‘You muet recember that, if ishart stated the
matter correctly, :rofessor Whattaker was asked 1l he

could errange an experimental test between two cnnq:l.:l.nhiﬂs
opinicne. If your results are intended as euch an experi-
ental decleion you can hardly call them the isclated remarka
of a single individualy if not, they should be withheld.

I quite understand the confusion betweaen -veratt
without and Zverett with differencesj though sishart must
have bean in a muddle Lo have mauds 1t. The praci.lcal
yusstion is the axtent to whicu the printing of dirferences
shall Le undertaken, at tha expense,; as it must always be,
of the printing of other tabular matter, o put this on &

practical Lasle, 1t is Lle ratio that ia wanued.

I think tha only polat for whleh coarceublve [nterpo=
lationa are done i for further inter;olatici, au yuu BOZEes L.
i doubt, however, if this fs Lhe test .2y wit: L Joodan
method,

As to test timings, . should never take a timing if
I felt in the least hurried; I am surs from vhat you
eay that you have given yourself a lot of fatigue trying to
make the quiokest time, which is not at all what is really
wantedj but the time for steady unhurried work on a familiar

process.



As tov all details each .ethou shoula Le carried out
in the way which i3 judged tu be yuickes. for lt. weing
all that would in fact be dan:fxﬁplyiug tha method to
ardnted vatas 1 think this should have been msde clear
from the firat, though it throwe upon you much of the

difficulty of !;ltgning 4 falr teat.
Yours aincerely,



