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ABSTRACT
The topographical church floor mosaics of Provincia Arabia, dated between
the sixth and eighth centuries, have a close but complex relationship with
the late sixth or early seventh-century cartographical mosaic in the Church
of the Map in Madaba. The corpus of ten topographical mosaics considered
in this thesis has a relationship with the Madaba Mosaic Map in three areas:
artistic origins, date and provenance, and function and meaning. The nature
of this relationship has not been fully considered in Byzantine scholarship

and as such, the intention of this thesis is to fill that gap in scholarship.

An investigation of the artistic origins involves breaking the topographical
and cartographical iconographies down into their composite parts: motifs
and composition, and then analysing the development of these components.
Issues of dating and provenance demonstrate the extent to which the
relationship between the topographical corpus and Madaba Map is very
close, and ultimately, these discussions of origins, date, and provenance
prepare the background for the analysis of the most complex aspects of the
relationship. These aspects predominantly involve the extent to which the
topographical corpus and Madaba Map communicate the same meaning and
to a lesser extent, share the same functions. These three major areas are
investigated in order to answer the broader question about the nature of the
relationship between the set of topographical mosaics and the
cartographical mosaic, divided mainly by compositional variation. This
compositional variation resonates in other aspects of the relationship and is

also responsible for disparity of function and meaning.



This work contains no material which has been accepted for the award of any
other degree or diploma in any university or other tertiary institution to
Jennifer Turner and, to the best of my knowledge and belief, contains no
material previously published or written by another person, except where due
reference has been made in the text.

I give consent to this copy of my thesis, when deposited in the University
Library, being made available for loan and photocopying, subject to the
provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

I also give permission for the digital version of my thesis to be made
available on the web, via the University’s digital research repository, the
Library catalogue, the Australian Digital Theses Program (ADTP) and also
through web search engines, unless permission has been granted by the
University to restrict access for a period of time.

Signature: Date:

07-05-2010



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Firstly, T thank my supervisors, Dr. Margaret O’Hea and Dr. Eoghan
Moloney for their advice and guidance. I also thank the friends and
colleagues who have taken the time to read this thesis and offer their advice:
Dr. Silke Sitzler, my mother, Ms. Rona Turner, and my fellow postgraduate
student, Mr. Cameron Doody, who also translated the Spanish articles for me.
I also acknowledge the assistance of my fellow Masters student, Maria
Ioannou, who translated an important article in Greek for me. It is also
important to thank the School of Humanities of the University of Adelaide
and the Near Eastern Archaeological Foundation of the University of Sydney
for their generous travel grants, which enabled me to travel to Jordan, Egypt,
and Israel, and thus extend my research. This trip enabled me to meet
Professors Shimon Gibson, Asher Ovadiah, and Yoram Tsafrir in Jerusalem,
who very kindly gave me their time and met with me to discuss a number of
the theories and issues raised in this thesis. I also thank Dr. Jaimie Lovell of
the Kenyon Institute in Jerusalem for putting me in touch with the above
scholars and for her hospitality, and Dr. Barbara Porter and Dr. Christopher
Tuttle at the American Center for Oriental Research for their advice while I

was in Jordan.



	TITLE: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TOPOGRAPHICAL MOSAICS OF PROVINCIA ARABIA AND THE MADABA MOSAIC MAP
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	ABSTRACT
	DECLARATION
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


