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che’s Polar Annexation.

Déscription of Adelie Land.

It was announced In The Register
on Friday that the French Govern-
ment had decided to annex Adelio
Land, which forms part of the great
continent that fles immediately south
of Australia, and is roughly 2,000 nau-
tical miles from this oountry. The
Australian National Antarctic Expedi.
tion, under Sir Douglas Mawson, in
1911, took possession of that region,
and in commonting upon the announce-
ment of annexation, Sir Douglas Maw-
son said, “The French c¢laim Is based
upon a very flimsy argument, and will
not be received with any degree of
pleasure.”

In his absorbing narrative of the voyage
of the Aurora, the distinguished South Aus-
tralian explorer gives a vivid description
of Adelie Land. At 10 p.m. on January
20, he wriles, “our progress to the west
was stopped Ly a fleet of birds off the
mainland and an extensive tield of berg-
laden - pack-ice. Adelie Land could Dbe
traced continuing to the west.-The stretch
of open water to the north of it has been
named the D'Urville Sca, and its {reedom!
from obstruction by ice is due to the
persistent gales which set off the land
in that locality.”

At Home in Adelie Land.

The party and stores were landed on the
jee quay at Cape Denison, and after many
exciting experiences a large and comtorts
able home was erected. The regularity
of the high velocity winds was quickls
recoguised as one of the most remarkable
fontures of Adelie Land., Nothing like hns
' been reported from any other part of the
world.. When  accompanied by . dense
volumes of drifting snow it prevented most
outdoor occupations. (It has been sug-
gested that this steady hurricane should
be employed to provide power by mdcans
of windmills). “On March 19,”" Dr. Maw-
gon writea, ‘‘the first well-marked Iull
during the equinoxial rerimi intervened at
ihe height of a gale, Towards evening the
air about the hut was quite still, except
for gusts from the north and rather fre-

the immediate vicinity,
broken occasionally by  the tumult
lof a  passing wandering, whirly
an incessant seothing roar could be heard.
One could not be eertain ‘Wh{‘.'I'IEF it came,
but away on the icy promontories to the
sast and west where the slopes were visible
mounting to an altitude of several thous-
and fect. clouds of drift snow blotted out
the details of the surface above a level of
about 600 ft. It appeared as if the gale
bad lifted and was still raging overhead.
At 7.30 ‘p.m. the sound, like the distant
laaliing of ocean waves, became louder.
Gusts swept in and a volley raked the hut
and within a few minules we were once
moare enveloped in a drifting sca of snow.”
That was the first breath of the winter
blizzard. - So fast was the wind that
'throughout . the season “lying on the
wind.” that ix, firmly planting the fect on
the ground, keeping the body rigid, and
Neaning over on the invisible support, was
practised,  Sledging was impossible in a
wind racing at & speed of 86 miles an hour,
oCrawling out of the verandab, one was
immediately swallowed in a chaos of hurt-
ling drift, the darkness ainister and menac-
ing,” the hook d‘lt‘ﬂtt't‘llm “Cowering
blindly, pushing he
moil, one strove | !
auch and such a bearing on the wind—
until & few surrounding objects were
vecognised.)! Thus far long weary. months
did the Australinns maintamn their gal-
Innt strugele against the fury of the cle-

ments,
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Coming of Spring.

Wle an it seemed to the ocou-
'.ﬁﬂﬁhu hut, five days of ealm weather
# tervened, and the comparative balmi-
;nm of the atmospheric conditions en-
od several trips. . The, pnrtz lHﬂ“

:ﬂnl it in “Aladdin's Cave.” The dogs
S on the ice, expoisng ns little surface
e to the biting wind.  Their
frozen down to the
axe had l? be used
an bour blew during September,
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quent “whirlics.”” Beyond the strunge still- |

reely through the tin= |

to keep ones cOMXSe= 1., ¢}t apart from the possibilitied of

| panyable minernl deposits, there s a grieat

veloeity of 56.9 m.p.h. The sun was high
spells of calm were longer and mor: Ire
quent, and preparations were made for a
big exploring tour across King George V.
Land in the summer. “The first penguin
came waddling up the iceloot against o
75.mile wind late on the afternocon of
Oetober 12,  The bird was taken to the
hut, and received a great ovation. It
apparently brought bad luck; for the fol-
lowing day became known as Black Sun.
day. The party were geated at dmner
and the hut was quivering in the tornaldo-
hke pusts which followed a heavy blow,
roaching & maximum hourly average ol
01 miles. The mighty blast was followed
by a erack and the sound of a full.
Tho messman ran outside and found thsat
the wircless mast had been blown down,
On October 21 there was a marked thaw
inside the hut, and melting ice rap down
the walls aud damaged the books and pic-
tures slightly.
“The Windlest Place in the World.”

All those who have read Sir Douglas
Mawson's book feel that they know some
thing of Adelie Land, and the heroism
of the explorers in that cheerless region
makes the news of ite annexation by
Franeco more unwaoleome, In the interview
ublished in The Register on Friday Sir
Youglas gave a sketch of the history of
the region known as Adelie Land, and ad-
vanced rensons “'hj' it ahould be I:'t‘]’{n'l'l‘ll?‘-:l
as an Australian possession,  He pointed
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A Congress of the Universities of the
British  Empire will gssemble in London
on Monday, July 12, and adjourn to Cani
bridge next day, by invitation of the his
tofie university of that town, to consider
important questions of common | interest
to higher education in the Empire and
throughout the  world. Autt:nh‘n, of
conrse, will be represonted at this mo-
mentous gathering, and it will be highly
gratifying to South Australians to learn
that the Senate of the Univensity of Syd-
ney—the oldest and most richly endowed

" of higher learning in Anstralia—has
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seas, and there are
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The Antarctic Continent, showing Adelie
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and October closed with an average wind |

Land, almost directly south of
Douglas Mawson's expedition.

Tasmania, and the course followed by Sir

SIR JOSIAH SYMON.
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dono thia State the honour of selecting Siry
Jogish Symon, .CALG:, K.C., as a idele
gate of that umversity to the congress.
As member for many years of the Couneil
of the University of Adelaide, and Presi- | of the Aua

dent of the South Australian Law Socie
Sir Josiah has rendered eminent sorvice

the cnuse of universily education, and his
wide and intimate knowledge of Common- |
wealth polities in their bearing upon edu.
| cational progress is a gunrantee that Ause  slon of
tralin will be worthily represented st this 0
Sir Josiah is a native |

unique assambly,
of Wick, in the County of Caithuess, a
15 in his 70th year.
tual

gifts ‘and indefatigable

Federation movement, were so notewort

that he was elécted an one of the 10 Soy

Australian  del

nl He came to Aus-
tralia in 1808, and by remarkable intelleo. '
induostry
rapidly attained to eminence wt the Bar.
Hix services in tho S8outh Austenlian Hu’uﬁn{
of Assembly, and later on behalf of the)

egitos to the Convenlion
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 ADELIE LAND
Annexéd' by France
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MELBOURNE, Today,
Interviewed regarding the special mes-

sage to “The Hernld” stating
that France had annexed Adelie
Land, Mp,. Rene Turck (French
Consul)  #ald that he knew lttle
more - than' had dbeen  published
He -could offelally  confirm  the

facts rogarding the decree ‘which had
been guzetted in “The Jou Officlel.”
Senator G. K. Pearce (Ac Yﬂﬁ
Minister) sald that as far as he Kn
the matter had not been reported to the
Conmmonwealth Government. '
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Professor Orme Masson, who was
closply identified with the organisation
expedition,
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ty,  that ho thought that Sir Douglas \
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to ®on's expadition’ was the first that
actually landed on. Adelle e -
~could not remem
armed with s commission from &k
monwoeaith Government to tak
l’!-{f'"l_-: -He, '
“T am not sure w
Taw. on-the shbject |
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! itant role.  Subsequently he was for W’? The term » -;JTE;,_.,_-; - onday,
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