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nd & willingn i every poa-
i wble way, qﬁducﬂiun' .'i'g new and old
AN ing, i Tands alike were faced with big taslie
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{iure on “Educational dovelopmenty  ia] Overawork, underpay, and lack of mate:
England and North e enycropoients 1o | VEEROK: et doing theic job la a fine
duced 1) (Mr, E. Cheary) intro-| *pirit of public_service, Y
lis t Heaton, who sald that during”
to tﬂ““ thip abroad he had endeayoye
adult odn mﬂl’:ﬂ mg iiu ugiversi “and
h-:tihi_td found that al] fnrrﬁ:rl ai'ﬁﬁﬁmfm‘} rl =l | ’ 3 ’ 3 s/-.
AClivity were stinted for want of cash
ﬁﬁi‘ the w:i_r hid come ungmployment, ; L '
conlugion, and the oLt
Geddow axe. Fortupately the pot o o’ TEACHING SCIENCE.
“:[ had hﬁﬂn diverted to a certaln “:t,unt: ' . . O
and  cducational prospects had recently '
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but the burden was still n «

with crowded and under:l‘t:ﬂr:;:lt‘
and there was a great deal of
ment among trained teachers.
the umiversities were crowiled,
stafls were underpaid, and the 1
of the Junior dons was so
Association of University
in gin a greal measure
Despite all this there was amazing vigor in
the educational life of the country, and
conferences of educationists' were althost
vpidemie in their frequency. He had been

deeply disappointed i the reception of

ng one,
pchoaly !
uemploy-
Classes iy
imd‘ﬂ.quut{i
ot of manhy
bad that the
Teachers was nﬁt"[

as 4 trade union,

ominton students who wished to enter] |

the British universities for urther study
or research, Terhaps this was nob to ho
wondered at when they thought of the
hovdes of undergraduates with whom' the
univeraity anthorities had to deal. In one
economics class in London alone there wera
130 students, and 140 of these cume from
sgomewhere cast of Suez. The result of all
this overcrowding was that the overscas'
graduate had too aften to hawk himself
round jn ovder fo find someone to supervise’
his researches. He had endeavored to get

| ome English university te lay itseli out to

encourage the ' Australian < or  Canadinn
student, but without marked success, and
it anything did come of liis efforts it wonld
probably be in Manchester. At present it
was sadly true that young Canadians or)
Australians were. more hikely o get a good
reception, status, and assistance at Har-
vard or Chicago than in an English uni-
versity.

British students and teachers were in-|
ferested in the problem of domestic and
Academics played
a prominent part in political life, A Cam-
bridge-London group, of  which Mr.
Koynes was the best known figure, wis |
playing a large part in reshaping Liberal|
policy, and écores of dong were helping
the Labor Party,, The Conservatives
geempd alone devoid of academia support,
outside Oxford. Adult education was now
firmly established as an integral part of
university work, and the departments of
extra-mural studies were strongly orga-
niged in both new and old umversities.
The W.E.A. came of age in 1024, with'
95,000 members, nearly a thousand clnsses,
and 24,000 students. Local educational au-
thorities were organising adult classes.
eaneaially in rural areas, and politieal and
religions, bodies ran regular  summer
schoals. c2

Tn America the belief in the value of
education ran through all * sections ot
society. Itich men vegarded gifts for edu-
cation as a normal method - of spending
their money, Canadian Governments made
grante of land and money, and spent £2
18/ per head of population on _Pdlll."ﬁl!ll'l!l.'
against £1 11/ in; Australia,. Winnineg i
ita boom davs lavished nearly £1,000,000
an the building of ite agricultural s col-
lege,

North Amnerican people, bLoth inf
town and coun'ry,

believed in the value
of training. Hence the
popular and over-cr

universitios were
wore abont 18,000  undorgraduates ¥
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. Speaking on “The teachin
| co! Professor T. Brailsford
Robertson dﬂiwer_ml he second of two free
public lectures M connection with the
cighth annual conference of the Workers'
Eduecational Agsocintion at the Institute
Lecture Room, North terrace, Adelaide, on
Thursday evening. The Chairman woa
Mr. E. B, Cheary,: President »f the asso-
cintion, and the attendance was large.
Professor Robertsod said that owing fo
the crowded condition of their school cur-
ricula, any  subject which was being
taught in the schools, or which was pro-
osed to be taught in the schools, stood
in. need of championing to get it intro-
duced to keep it there, and to secure that
suflicient atiention be given to ¢, ' Sub-
jects were vsunllyadvocated on the ground
of their cultural or utilitarian  valge,
Usually those who proposed a subject on
account of 1ts cultural merits, despised and
belittled "its utilitarian value: buc when
the cuitural arguments for a subject failed
its protagonists were not at all slow to
turn around and accept the utilitarian,
A mere study of the elassical languages
was ueeless, unless it enabled one to gain
a knowledge of the literature of which
they were the medinm of .expression, Many
students of the ancient languages never
reached the stage when thev were able
to acqnaint themselves with the literature
of thoge timas, The fact was that many
men who kaew little Latim  and less
Greek—Shakespeare, Faraday, and in the
medieal sphere John Hunter—had contri.
buted in' a stupendous measures to man's
knowledge of himeclf.  The teaching of
gcicnce was very mistakenly advocated on
utilitarian grounds, and for its valie in
enabling an individual to earn a liveli-
hood. Idseation %was {o prepare & man
for his envitonment—to ekplain the why
and wherefare of life and natural pheno-
mena, snd She trend of scienee and in-
vention. That was the noble ideal for
which gll educationists were really striv-
ing. pnd in » nutshell it couid be sum-.
med up in the words of Plato, “Man,
know thyself,” An education was ncces-
cary thet would chable a man to adapt
himself to ‘his environment, and face hix
duties with the broadest possible view-
point. ' In mnai@nrm% which gelencea
should be taught in schools, in'the past,
the utilitarian aspeet- had weighed most
with them. Lee
England in 1017, to enquire into the coo-
dition of science in the schools and the
improvements desirable, if any, made a
number of recommendationg for the teach-
ing of ecience which were admirable, The
first rocommendation was that rcience
should be taught from the beginnming up-
wards, and not be left until towards the
end of the school career: also that it
should be taught not from the view of
making a boy a skilled enginear, artisan,
or specialist, but with the object of im-
proving his general knowledge and cul-
ture, The committee suggested a course
{hat etarted with an exhaustive explana-
tionyof some simple natural phenomena,
and taking that as a basis extended as far
as the bounds of human comprehension—
consistent with the age of pupils. He
de little progress to-
the k{pslnﬁh m:;m}t{nl*
‘s suggestions in Australia, but at Har-
::':\': ] H'E!rmw:l, u course, entitled “‘Science
for all” had been practised for years. He
would like to see scionce tought in the
schools more from the view of its ims
portance iu tha life of mankind than for
ghe purpose of making specialists and ar-
tisuns.  (Applause),

el S

of elemen-

/

A committee appointed in

" P T

COMMONWEALTH AID
| SOUGHT. ~

e

4-'ﬂvpu_\‘.uliun from the Forest Leagu
waited upon -the Prime Minister (AL
Druce) yesterday” to ask for Comimen

. | wealth  yecogmition and support for th'!
Schiool of Forest
sity, )

. dn introducing the deputation, which In
c!_mIFd Mr. H. I Corbin . (lecturer o
K OUEstry, Adelnide Unlyersity), Captain 8
A." White, Councillor G. AMcEwin amn
Mossra, Wi G, Tait (seeretary of the Goor
lénndn' Association), and. J, Towarc
Yaughan, Mr, E, A, Anthoney, MLP., de
clared that a world chortage of timba
wasimmment. He referréd to the  import
ance of (the work done at the Farestry
Sclioel, which “was the only one of it
kind in Australia that gave a complete
cursiculum since its establishment in 1013,
Its graduntes were to be found in all
States, and in addition it drew its students’
from all over Australm. Some time azo!
n suggestion had been made that soch 4

school should bo established in the bush,
but that would be meithier economical nor

eflicient, Thl‘:}: Were n_-'il.;ing for Commons-
 wealth recognition and support in order
|i!mt the school might ‘be made more cffce-
ive,
Mr. Corbin said the school was doing
a national work, and was the only school
which. awarded a science degree.” It was
tax well placed in Adelside as anywhere,
and had done. n considerable amount of

y proneering work.  There was a great need

tor tramed foreslers, The school had

turned out 29 studenis of whom-=14 held
the B.Se, degree, and ong had s diplomas,

A former student was now Copservator |

of Forests in Western  Australia, The |

echool meeded’ to expand, and the forests |
of Australia’' wonld  be all. the bLettor
managed by tramed men,  The TUniversity
needed funds, and as the Commonwealfh
rubsidised educational efforts in the other

States, they confidently asked for suppaort

for the school. "1t would be a worthy

contribntion {o a worthy work. ¥

It war vecogniséd, declared M Vaughan,
that they could’ not have development
without trained men with a Univérsity
course, That Araining, 'too,” must be
centred in one  eapital cily. ' "The baig
place for the school war in Adelaide, and:
all the States were willing to co-operute
swith Adelaide.  They weore onby Waiting

Jfor  the Commenwealth Gavernment, to
take the lead and join in. =~ .
Mr. Bruce remarked that he did mot
think” anybody could fail to fully. appre-

‘ciate the. importance of a proper system.

‘of afforestation in' ‘any counfry,  partic

‘ulaply Australin,  They could create great

reserves if they took hold of the matter

now. It wag a question wideh had been
congilered on an' eprpire basis, both by

a conference in/ Canada,  and by the

Feonomic Conforence in Eogland.  Wast

arcas of foreat lands, especialliz in Western

Australin, would eventually be turned inlo

agricultural Jands, If that was so they

were going to destroy. a great national
ascct.  Tho question sH%uld be approached |
on & proper scientifie’ baslk Wik ob-
voins that there shonld be some eentro of
instruction, bub the  question of  fovests

did mot come within the jurisdrction of

the Commonwealth, It was for the States

'to combine and apptoach the Common-

‘wenlth e the matter.  Jlia Government

i'ﬁ'ulll‘ri: e prepared fhen to conmdder the

auostion sympathetically. It was obvious

Ahnt the Minikters vesponsilile i the

States whould eall a cohicrence of all the

States interested, -

Mﬁ/ 3 ﬁ:‘.

=

CONFERENCE OF MUSIC TEACHERS,

Arrangéments are in hapd for bolding
anotlier conference of music teacheis in
Adelaide similar to  the one held last
year. Members ot the staff of the Ade
nide Canservatorium have promised to ks
| sty and ‘a Programme. of Tecturea
| dentonstrations will be arvanged. M, (€

Pearce tias boen appointed temporarily |
| Bct o e and it I8 cxpected ‘dhat
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the conferenca will be held in
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the post Sir Neville Howse,
:i\*ﬁ: co
atter. enguiri
ﬁhiﬁh is belng carried out i
Sydney, and Adelaide, Sie Noville
has decided to allocate the
ry at the Adelaide Univer ! four
' | assisted.

Sydney i enqnwizf' into
1‘§riuﬁ forms of “electrical

whether any relati
the occurrence of cancer
of the bod
and the
to Lrace 't.l:u@_
growth of living cells,
has resolved to give granis to th i
universitios  which will ﬁuhbl:t he re
ecoarches mentionsd to be carried on
More ff::tté:d:-dmm th -
been lound PO e,
in the grant will be placed to _
of the Commonwealth serum laborate
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an investigat
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In order to avoid
to ensure that the resu
progress, will Dhe closely exan
group of men best qualified to
opinion, Sir Neville Howse s ass
with himself an advisory, committoe
posed of the representalives of the
univensitics.
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