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‘ “A CRUSADE AGAINST munmunz."

Arlmhlm meeting was held in the Lister

Ha
WF connection with the Public Health
to consider the desmrableness  of
unr.-hmg a muﬂment to raise £5,000

Hindmarsh-square, on Tuesday even-

for  the oE of establishing a
mental unm: clinie  at r.‘nE U'm=
versity. Sir Jnsmh Symon, pre-

sided over a good attendance.

A little more than a year ago a resolu-
tlonpmas carried at  the close of a lecture
by fessor Berry, aflirming the desir-
ability of taking active messures “for the
#tudy, iovestigation, and solution of the
problems associated with the status and
mental development of the ch¥dren of
South Austmalia.” A committes was ap-
pointed, with Sir Joseph Verco as its chair-
man, meetings were held, and the sub-
committee {ormulated the i'ulluwmg “ulti-
\ mate ideal” of the problem:—

1, A ecientific survey of South Austraba Te-
garding. mental defectives of all agea and all
T

2. The mental examinmation of chdidren at shoo)-
going age, und ldter. §f charged with troancy or |
commiital for varlous nm*m-.ﬁ

3. Spocial treatment of mentally defective olill
t}rrn. ore and aliee the ﬁdmm age,

4 Corellatiom of instllutions for the care of
mental delochives and establishmoent of suitable
colomies for emmployment afer sohool-guing age,

As a fr.:-undatmn u whi-:h to build =o

=s fnally to reach this “ultmate ideal”
} the sub-committes recommended—

l 1, That a speclal depariment of psvchoiogr for
| tae sludy of m:-nt-:u deficiency should 'I:u:- f-qu.l
Lghed, prefitably in asaddation with

sity, aid accommodated {n the Darkng Building,
"IBY directed by a lecturer, who %H fo fn

| export In this sectlon of ﬁlfﬂ‘r:‘uﬂff and whoaa
duties shoold be—<a) 1o train edooatiooal and
meicw. sndents in methods of ruﬂu'ﬂn: ane]
grading chidren; (b) to cmmine and mentally
grade oildren: (¢). to advise and arwnge

methods of treatment,

It was estimated that the amount re-
(quiired for such a paychological department,
institale, or chme would about
 £1,000 a year, and that a period of five
vears would suffice to comduct the ﬂrp-er}-
ment of testing il valve for these p

owes, s0 that the sum of £5000 ﬁhr:-u‘lri
be secured in csh or promisss, AL Lhe
end of this period it should harve proved
its utihity, and there would then be a de-
mand {for its permanence,

A Notable Canrpaign,

The Chamrman sald Hesith Week com-
stitited an invitabon to the commanity to
t‘.ll:-:- part in a notable campalgn by which
it was sought to secure a hizher aseraer
degree of health for the community, It
wie & crusade agunat gnormance and lazi-
nesw in reepect to health matters, It pro-
cooded on thn maxim that prevention was
better than care. Man's happiness de-
pended vﬁn lamgely on good health, Sweot-
ness and Dght, if they ‘included fresh air
with them, were of vital ' Importance,

. Clanbmees was mid to comoe next  to
| Godliness, He was not sure that it did
| not, in some mwu. come befors Godli-
| moss. It could be peactised In the eot-
tagen of the poor ad well as in the man-
wions of the rich. It was as easy for the
poor Ty to have his cottage clean, attrmoe-
tive, wholesome, and Hght as it was for
iha Teh to 'h:.n' theme things i thelr
With phywical health thw wm
not concerned aveni
ot to consider ménial wi “belng, ‘Ehnﬂl:
thou not mammter to a4 mind dicoaned?’
wu the Jﬂn':t!tm bétfore them, and to ome
the arewwer they wore lurning
t.hl:-u' nttnnthm The mound mind and tae
gound body must 3o together. The former
required the Jatler me its casket, The
mind was a precioos jewel without which
Esnﬂhﬂ -uuflilﬂanu. The ancients

Mﬂ!’?ﬂtthﬁmundmdﬁnt. I6 was
the sovnd mind that they were to be ampe-
dﬂlrmh::ﬂtdhlt.humtng They wrm
initiating the movement which amed at
preventing the mind becoming dissasod.
%ﬂrhdinbmthw;fu-y valu-
able inﬂ:imﬂon in Minda, About a quar

of a ntd -
"" m.:m‘ﬁr Corzo Aah M

lhAf and Hri
:rml E the |
shooked to

ﬂhhllnlmt
t:hl?wﬂ-nﬁndui h:il:lrm
mentally afflicted mui
: ymhr and uﬂmm

|

.........
“"-Id'

~launch
were -un-: eptible to mental

mme family, or of the
‘Jorinh Symon said the fm;rﬂn flower would
'be cared for under the movement. which

the teachers to be forbearing, and to exer-

A eommiltee that they should

I what 1t was proposed . Lo

. thoe rule.” The now movement was being

~in the interests of thoso whtn
mprovement,
nud who mht be rescued from the men-
I deterfomtion to which otherwlise they
t be subject, Afle mkmn:tothu
rent snentality of ciﬂ of the
EAmA lchnﬁ'l Nir,

it was proposed to imatinte. An endea-
' vor would be made to to induce parents to
exercise vigilanes and care in respect to
the mental development of their children.
‘Teachers, toe, would be brought under the
mfluence of the roheme. They wowld bo
nrged 10 be tendor and patient with the
wenl-.-mtndvd There wus great scope in
‘the orzanisation of the movament to teach

cis¢ the utmost patience in their dealings
with the weak-minded children entrusted
to their care. The teacher shounld acquire |
experience in the work of mental differen-
tiation. That could be achieved by prue-
tice and obscrvation. Parents, too, should |
cogperate in this practical observation.
IHe thouzht the Bducmtion lilw-.;]».::ur:.I::unr.-uu:i
should mwtruct the teachers to record and

tabulato the results of thelr observations. |
The ascertainment of facts in relation to !
o civilkd wns necessary to interpret  fome

of the things which might ba abserved.

A vacant look. for instance. did not always |
Yespmk a dull mind. The teacher, too, |
shoulkl careiully diseriminate detween in- |
amlity to work and mere lnzmees. o

puggested for the consideration of  the
NyoRe
from all elnsses and ereeds im the com-
munity, There ghounld be no disorrmina-
tion in the matter. e a'so thonght they
ghoull prepare a short. elear, and definite
statement of the obiects and aims of the.
movement, When an appeal was made to |
the pubhc for £5.000 it might be asked |
do. Accom- |
nanier] by sach a statement as he sugzested

lie falt anre that the apneal would meet

with a ready response,  (Applause.)

The Position Explained. i

Sir Joseoh Verco, after explaining t"m'
nbjects of the movement and outlining whag
had alrcady ‘been done, sakl surely no one
eould auestion the dediradihity of action of
some sort in reapect to the maiter u-' men- |
tal deficoncy,  An attitude ol 'lnicses |
faire,” a poliey. of drift, was inexc ushible, |
Something ought to be done—at least in the |
way of attempt—in the interests ol ab-
normal children—their mental, moral and.
rocal] interests—not only whiie they were |
children and under parental care, but when |

| they had grown up amd were thrown ml::'u
|

tleor Own Iesources, resources saltoget
too foeble, and not only in their interests’
but ng much, if not more, m the interests |
af the community at.lanze, among Whom |
those defectives mingled, 1m o:ten. unres !
eognised a8 euch, and ulmm alvave to thﬂ
mental, moral soci!  degradation  of |
those with whom they mixed. Though at]
present everything could not be done whith |
they thooght ghould be' done to mike the |
campaign as perfect and as effective. as |
they eomld wwish, the «mpaign shonld be !
lnunehed  at . onco. And it should be

| lmtnehed in such o way that the first thing
.tht'rmhmﬂd be dome might bé done first, |
Let there he someone who could tench what |
must first be known, namely, how to recog-
niks the dd}mtpu wher it” Exmt..l how to
doteynine its kind :md its Jb:rrr: To that

end they wanted th clinic and the clinickn,
Thoy had béem piom lk nmmnﬂdﬂ tign
and help froni allied pro : b"n' the Unf-
yversity of Adelakde, prov 2ed. they fipan

the enterprize, and now they rmuﬂﬂd the
funds, To that point their offorttts miat be |
directed, Some might. mmpose it ecasy
enough  without an  expert to rocoguise !
mental dediciency, @auge its degrees, and
demde “hnt nad h:-it be dome. But snch
a smppogition was far from correct, Mental
deficiendy wae 1 Iy just a= varied in
Kind as were normal mental facultiea them-
selves, jnst am different in acutencss. as
thoso fnenlties could be, and just as in-
treeate in the melitions of jts several forma
ns the normivl facultiew a¢ith one annther.
And properly to estimate it demandaed an
intimate aequaintance with the normal mind
.nm:l wwith eciemt®Eic mothods of examdming it.
An expert was requited to distinguish those
who were actanlly and primarily mmﬂ:tl di~

owing 1o lack of edndation 'or lo some d
feet mot of 'I‘.h'lﬁ'l," hrain e ‘bt

their percoptive ormnas, sach as 1t ﬁr uﬂi
nmi eary, or who had some :unm'nl “ﬁ

rmity due to decayned teoth, dise

"I ronds or obetrnotell noses or nther mors
constitntional  catvsed,  Thewe eomulitiona
a ochild dull and ].mn him

ot th
q‘&:m.g" |
- no

afd |,

fectives ‘i"um those who: only: seemed such,

Hﬂt Mn&uk? t dd t comtitute

¥ M not  commti ,

mﬂlul dqtfin;nm.. 'I'Im.jl expert '!rm'lg |
' .

===
1 l-u-m& WrTe

| They m]gﬂ;t@::hﬂ

Sﬁ'ﬁm

ometry and come

they were Kxave woald be

tongue for on t
h-eqnllennml ﬂrﬁ;li“fft-m e

ments might be imbepiles in ulhn'r-, Dear
Dr. Okver Goldemith wise a poet, a s
tormn,
lay the finte, one who adorned esvrything
o touched, but one who though he wrote
like an ln:el yet talked like “poor
poll,”” and thoueh so venuatile and lovable,
wine nevertheless e devoid of common snss
as to be the lll:lpr.- of every trickster. Soene
sbnormmlly ¢lever persors were seemi
without any potion of morai Tesponsibitty
criminals from infancy to ol age, or the
gallows, in spite of reasoning and plt:d
and every form of punmsliment,

Defective or Genius?

Somm children wers In no manner or
degree - defective, but were matoral and
normal except that in some respect they
were specially gifted, it might be in mathe-
matics, langoares, scispce, natural hustory,
poetry, muge, drawing, or pamting. But
their gift wus unrecoznised by
teachers or roatives, or if noted, was re-
garded as & cumous pmlmntg and not as
an asset valuable to its possessor and to
the world at hrge Straitened
stances forbade or filure of apprecition
negiocted the cultlvation and use of the
-Lr_h‘.hi'ﬂ gaperior gut, and that was wasted
in the sordii or triwial interesti of  the
common lot. A paycholorien| expert would
recognise it, and estimating 3t at ]L'i truo
vaine, would recommend the line of study
xhich would develop it and the courss of
higher edncation to be followed 8o as best
to utilipe his briliant endowment, Some
defectives tramed awong the lines of their
associated brilhance would siine os
geniusea, but they must not, only be
trained, but gmided and protected from
themselves and from othars.  Thoss
strungo anomalies and contradictions were
markedly present, only ooccasionally. In
slichter degree 1.h-w were {far from uncom-
| mon. In Jess mamifest instances they
were liable to be overloked. An ox-
pert wus required to detect them. The
gtudy of those rfmmtmnﬁ had developed a
muum. a dﬂpn.rt.mnt of paycho-

a somo kKnow-
-:::I' norm::li

thﬂﬂ."fﬂl‘l&, they conkd dﬂl‘!at with confi-
dence and accuracy t.hn extitowrcs of mental |

dt.-ﬁ::n:im- or super-efficiency.
kind, determine s grade, or indicais the

:mmhmhml of deficency and brilliance,
they must be properly educated in the par-
ticular department of psychologcal science.

cirenm-

Howx could they possibly soggest or appdy |
‘the proper treatment for tie individoal,

messume hig deficienoy and recogniszse any
assocanted specidl efhicienow? When in

tl?r-lr.-l:lra ag o physican his first concern

| Was to diagnose the disease, to find out its
nature, its site, its severity, and itg com-
phcations. Tl this was effected wy fore-
caet nus a4 guess and my treatment an |
experimont. Buat when onee the disgnosis
was made my course of action was clear.
\ The proper line of treatment could be fol- |
lowed, what could be done was done, wikt
ought not to be done was avoided. ©So
aas it with mental deficteney.
first be able to detect it, to define it, to
measure it, - to  relnte  it,  belore
they  ocould forecast ity dssue or
lay down the line of treatment.

unti} they ocould detect and designate and |

To do that they must be taught what bad

ncquamted with methods already tested
and accepted, and be tramed ta use pro-
per metbods of investigation and to inter-

must rave his school in which to teach. He
muxt have matenial oo which to dt-mm-
ktrate his teaclnng, He mu=st have
students,  He muost set them Lo examinl
tim aﬁhhlrm He uﬂn nhqwhtam:n w
Lo ul;l oot munmt, COTrTe s
. chow to their re-

alrondy been learmmed by others, become

pret their rml:a inln be taught thf} |
n an expert specmal pavohdlogist—t o
men tal d#ﬂmiﬁw paychologst. And he !

HH

il

l"‘
lﬂﬂil' they had ledined to muku a dihgmosia
and t&omlkt it exact.  Just as
WS easontinl in the ecience of medi-
chology,

chin
former, 0 We

EE

mistakes |

W skip ﬂwu:h u-ithmttk lnd'alnbﬂ.q
.lnd Rl

seetions,
toine calelators.” * Bot in .anﬂnnszﬂ|
toart. |

a naturnlist, and at Imnt he could,

|

And before, ,
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They must |

o]

Ithen;.:.’t‘ﬁ:r

their mother gome im

. (that thu
porfect of

. Dr. F. B,

but he
very mnch be oW in regarg
subject under cousideration o
were a quarter of a mttlr!'
- wanted an ultimate aim i
They were face to face ?
bilities. There was that ﬂ! *
being Tanzched VSIS BN
nery, which wou all to puml .
ehe Ol R e P gw il
Ye a num g e
. schemes which were not co-ardin
-wanted a scheme which 'l'r.mld
embrace the whole ideal, 'IL
Inunﬂmd and carried :mt -:m
believed that in, say, §i
interest would be lrau!ed I'.n
lic desire that it should be p
complete achievement., M ,
continually being mnfmnwd with
different cliasses of medical defectivies
each of which required ]
and care, There were at prumlf 7
ber of Jwﬂp!e in the State who r!ﬂr
tng and even anxious to undertake
care of mental defrcﬂt'el, but they "“'F'
unable to obtain th urﬂhp‘ro i
South Australia to qualify them to do so.
There were problems, some of them of
national importance, which could be M '
only ns the result of in tion. -
present tests in the Edueation n!‘ﬁ:y

T,

'-I" .-I_ 3

ment had regard to atiainment.
wanted tests of mental mlellipence.
child might be backward, md&:t m H
dull. He might be dull, but ¢
be due to some m#un:.hlt
Would not the #x}:end:turr of s:.a.m iiur
the purpose of suc nrﬂuumhum us
]ll‘ﬂpﬂﬂ:;d be money well applied? (Ap-
Inuse,
an the motion of Professor Bmltl'm:d
Robertson, seconded by Mra, J. €. Me
I'Junneﬂ -the following officers weré

“The Lord Mayor (Mr L. Cobeén);
Joseph Verco, Benator nniun.. the '.Dm ¥
tor of Fducation (Mr. W. T. McCaoy),
feasor Mitchell, Professor - Bm:lld'urd RD-
bertsom, Messrs. E. Anthoney, M.P., F. W,
E“m(!' vt I:k f{';?r 2 HBI }Er B:f; i
Drs. Gertrude oy, il'l!h 0y '
thea Pavy, H. K. Fry, F. 8. Hone, R. H.
Marten, B. H. Morris, and R. 8. Rogers,
Mesdames Hubbe, JJ. C. McDonnell, Mitses
h‘urnnhrmk Jiackeon, and Stirling, Metsrs.

E, Ashby, Rugeell B‘mth Owen Crompton,
D. M. Hollidge, A. J-ul.mln, und l' W,'
-{eui.

ft’

| EXCELLENT RESULTS"
The Wazal eclipso un-nt:ht:

F:-emn::tle 'hr stoamer this ‘hnf m}

leader o
3 the oc " vaad the m#
uring t. eir sta}
iMages were ‘steady, which meant ﬂhﬁ
definition of the mmn:.l ntmum
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be splendid.

%;q n}h ® dav:-: éu
1, bu

almost impa-ihh.

completed at Bmunm. “!!1

h all the instrumenis. Th '.-', ady
F‘:: p?mtoﬂ!‘ﬂ]!h! would for the more p

et ||
el o5 oo Tt % ‘“fa'uﬁ'- e 3
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T}.e rty will leave on Sat
ang nft E in Adelaide

will n%fmrn

h"ﬂ, “:R: i nh

J'ﬂn lllﬂ thence via Sucs a
_to California s



