THE DARDANELLES IS HISTORIC GROUND.

b

BYRON SWANM ACROSS %HE NARROWS.

PROFESSOR DARNLEY NAYLOR ON CERTAIN WAR
ASPECTS.

“The abandonment of Christian ethics has been at bottom
the cause of this war. It is perfectly plain that Germany has
for some decades cast Christianity to the winds, at least in
University and official circles. Had the churches throughout
the world exercised their influence always on the side of
peace this horrible situation might not have arisen. But as a
rule the churches have not done their duty., They have tried
to serve both God and Mammon at the same time. . . . I
am by no means a bloodthirsty man, as everybody knows, but
I do sincerely wish that the men primarily responsible for the
war should, at its conclusion, be hanged for the criminals they

are.’’
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| Professor Darnker Naylor is essentially
A man of peace, hut war having been de-
eclared he does not- copdemn the sword's
larbitrampent. He delves into history, and
grieves that conditions were allow ed to
exist ‘that had the power of bripging such
a catastrophe about, “‘The public, of
course,” bhe remarked., when our pipes
ware drawing well and we¢ had settled
dowrt before a comfortable fire, “is not

ticularly infepested in my opintona
about the war.”

I roplied’ that they were keéenly inters
ested in anything be had to m_t', and his
deprecating but good-natured laugh was
| the introduclion to quite ¢ number of in-
teresting  socinl  theoriew.

“As the Awstraban troops are fighting
at the Ihrﬂune'lleﬁ," e began, “it muay
e worth while recadhing that toe Duerdat-
ﬂh\.' are’ lustorically of the greatest intes

_reat.” . -

Famouns Crossings Over the
| Dardanelles.

"’Zﬂuy were the sxne of great military
|feata in the heyday of Athenian glory?”
*Now; some notable instunoes are re-
corded of their being crossed in those
(tmes. The famous DPersian  generul
Xerxes pecformed this faat in 480 B.C.,
when he took sn srmy from Abydos, on
the Asian mide of the Straits, to Sestos, on
e Gallipoki Penipaala, One hundred and
Aty yoamw later Alexander made the pas
lange the other way in hi® victonous con-
' of Asa Mipor, Mesopotamia, and
It is true that neither met with
¥y oppomtion, bul it was a great
daye to take huge armies
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ﬁa Downzall 'n! Athens.

“Groing back to ancient history again, 1t
whs on the Gallipoli Peninsula, some ten
milea north of Sestos, on the River Aegos-
potami—meaning = ‘Goat  River'—in 45
B.C.. that Lysdnder, the Spartap, deieat-
id the Athenian Conon, and gave the
degthblow to the Athenian Empire, The
events which led up to the destruction of
the Atheniaty Bmpire are significant. In
416 Alhens refused to recognise the oeu- |
| trality of the little Island of Melos, |
to-day called Milo, und famous for the
statue of Venas. The Mehaus desired to
remain neutrdl in the war between Athens
and Sparta, but the Athenians swould have
none of it, and put to death every man,
| womar, and child in  that unbappy but
heroie island. The great Greek listorisn
Thucydides bus described the pegotiations
which went on betiween the represents-
tives of Athens and the Melian Assenrbly.
The Athenians are in their tone utterly
callous and ideally Prussian, “Might is
right'—the exact words used as o matter
of fact—is their only excuse for inter
ference, and acting on that principle the
[aland of Melos was subjugated. In the
following year the Jwmperial Party in
Athenas forced on 0 war with Sicly, an
undertaking which in these daya was st
pendous. Now, when dtance has been
reduced by the aid of steam and elegiris
city, it iy mmpessible to coneeive how ‘I.'ant
A task the Atbeniane set themselves
their descent on  Sicily, No At.hf.-man
ahip of war could travel more thun five
miles an bour, and with one execption
they pamsed entirely along the coast aud
sailed only in the day time. Probably the

boata carried not more than 100 soldiers,
md were mere cockleshells at that. They
|also took borses With them, &nd every

'—'l'-'.-.-q.— i A W di

cquipment necessary for such an. q-pdi
L ton. T4 was an jl fmm hioy
ever, for two years liter the

ey meb with dissstrous def
W wan ul to Athens gt]‘
.'!.thenq P’I {eaeris an ¢t
;:11 she mever




A Curious Parallel. =~

“It anay ]t‘t‘f[‘r'l"_'iit vour readers to w |
that the relations of Sparta and Mﬁl
Imwr Hmnlhlm., of an Htlhll:lﬂ ﬁt}l

I relations of GG AITNANDY and }nnlmd
twas essentilly o :mlimn State’ hh: Gﬁl‘,,‘
}mnn She adopted alien c:nluunn'id:l
'and ber women were httll: hetter ﬂll
i brood mares. On the other hnnd. Athens
wits & naval Power, the munte.ljplr_l of
’ Fangland. Hers was the policy of the open’
* door, udm:ttmg to whole or partisl eitis
zenship every rorelgner who m.tgh!'ﬁ -
service to the community, and before the
great war with Sparts broke out lh!""ll'ﬂ
already taking women jnto true mﬂ“
shin of life, n famous instance of which
wias the relation between Pencles ‘ng
Aspasia. Unfortunately Athens was
equally inflated with Imperal lmblﬂﬂﬂz
became unscrupulous and ﬁl‘llﬁl as ﬂn
merely military nutions have done,
the inevitable end came ﬂ'ﬂh‘:ﬂ?; Ilut ﬂ'l
[ believe to have been well merited. fﬂl‘:l
[ am one of those who hold that el
justice is more obvious in history - .'1

some historians would bave us hdl!f% il

Leonidas and the Perﬂiiﬂ,g,}

“Keoping these facts mind?i 'I m’
scientionsly believe that the . WA
must he fought right to & Gnish, not

| ly to preserve the nation, but to m'lm

ilisution itself. 1 entirely agrée 'ﬂh*
Viscount Bryee has said on that
When men bebave like brute M ' -
ix nothing left but to treat ﬂll!ﬁ ll j
but we must see to 1t that lﬂ _1
and not Prussian milit ﬂﬂﬂi.‘_‘. I
crushed out of existence for over..
tariun, matk yor, has never done lﬂ'*
for civilisation. 1t has contribules .'.-f
thivg to spiritudl or intellectual P . ﬂ‘r .
Spurta, a military nation, whose --;;;‘»_.;;1-_;; '-
born exclusively for the purposes OF W
tried the experiment, and not all the K
of Sparta hid s much &5 & *.:':
achiovement in solence or lite r ATE
No one forgels Leonidas, w.hb
the Persion hordes at the
mopviae, bol as great ﬂlm
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