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- IS THERE :RE aug&m* 1C PULL IN

~ Sir Douglas Mawson, Professor Kerr
Graot, and the Government Astronomer
(Mr. G. F. Dodwell, B.A) waited upon
the Premier (Hon. C. Vaughan) on Thurs-
day with an interesting request. Mr. Dod-
well said the Carnesie Institute at Wash-
mgzton had just completed a survey in Aus-
tralia In regard to terrestrinl magnetism,
Their stations were nocessarily distributed
I'mﬂrhat sparsely throughout the Com-
monwealth. g Taey asked South Australia
| to help ﬁ!l,q the gaps and carry on the
survey, especially as  their work had
brought to light in this State very inter-
esting disturbapces of magnetism, asso-
i‘“ﬁi w}tk the geological and milienb
arinz formations, ne Camegie lnsti-
tute pointed ou: that South Australia wus
specaally Jdisturbed, and thereiore recom-
mended that it would be found of interest
and importance to Gil in what had been
done-by them by means of detailed wors.
A valuable offer of c¢o-operation had opecn
made by the University of Adelaide.
Professor Kerr Grant supported the re-
guest, and handed to the Premier a trea-
tise he bhad prepared showing the scope
and value of the work to be done. .
Sir Douoglas Mawson said all  that the
deputation asked for was not much—a
grant oif up Lo £100 for magaetic inatcu-
ments that were noi possessed by tae
State, Professor Grant and Mr, Dodwei!
progosed n their spare time to Jo this
work for the State, travelling from point
to point and making a detailel magnetic
survey. Tbe Camegie Institute, a; fits
own exgense, had done a certain amoung
of work, and all that re-
mained waa for detail to e
fillead :n. An allowance of £50 a vear
ghould be made by the State to cover ex-
penses ont of pocket. The rescarch would
add a great deal of data, which were not
only scientific, and wonld be referred to by
other countries, but had a bearing on
economiecs as well. Afore mformation us
to the magnetic quality of the rocks often
ﬂf:;ned up aore deposits, The request was
alsc important from the standpoint of the
Government sarvevors, wio engaged very
largely on small scale work witfl" com-
passes, and found that the compasses
changed very rapidly 1n certain places, so
that they were apt to get tlieir maps out
of the true. The rocks in parts became
very high in iron, and swung the com-
pnasses out of the mormal.
The Premier (facetionsly)—There iz no
magnetic pull in oil. I suppose?
Professor Grant—It is peculiar that vou
ahonld have mentioned that, In Americn
it 18 claimed that there 18 3 ceomneetion
between magnetic disturbance and  the
existence of ml. There appears to be no
doubt as to the fact. Whereas advocates
of the theory claim that the association is
due to the presence of carbhide of iron,
from w=hich the oil 18 possibly produced.
tics gay it is much more probably due
ts the large number of iron pipes that are
used in pumping the oil. Laoghter.)
The Premier. in reply to the request,

waid bhe wonld consult the departments |

'eoncerned, and see what the Government
lenuld do. Tt wonld be necessarvy for 2
line to be placed on the Estimates,
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| Italy, Russia, France-—declined

f AN APPRECI'ATIGH’.
~ The night is fine and woonlil,
The Institute Hall at Balaklava,
‘is will filled by = curiously quiet,
yet expectant, body of citizans, the
men being well in evidence. There
is a little busile juet nbont eight
o'clock, occasioned by the placing
of & few late comers. Shortly
ﬁi&mnrda the lecturer steps be-
fore the audience, preceded and
totroduced by the president of the
Jocal Belgian Committee (uir K.
McEwin). He is tall, spare, and
athletic-looking, with, neverthe-
less, the slight stoop of the stu-
dent.  He is vesled in his profes-
sional gown. * His face is. strong,
withal kindly, and behiod his’
glasses are dark, keen, genial eyes.
/ His opening words are a gracious
- acknowledgement of the president’s
" welcome and of their former happy
‘relations at the University. His
' voice rings outat oncs as rich aund
. powerful and under splendid con-
trol, rising apd {alliog wilth the’
ascent and de=cent of his thought.
He carries us al once in medias
rés. He contraste the divergent
temper and motive of Britain and
Germany in enlering upon the
great war. Like a true hislorianp,
he appeals for the main proof of
Chie statemeis to original oflicial
- documents, in this case the respec-
| tive White Books of the two Em-
pires. Britrin's, like herszelf, frank
and straightforward. Jermany’s,
just a selection of that part of the
| diplomatic correspondence which
favors-her view, and an uncon-
vincing apologia for her action. It
15 clear thatl she alons of the four
invited Great Powers—Germany,
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to send delegates to a conference
in London, suggested by Sir Hd-
ward Grey, which could have con-
fined the quarrel to Auatria and
Servia, aopd lpcalised the area of
strife, exactly ag a similar confer-
ence actually had done in the
recent Balkan war. The responsai-
{ bility for war as a Earopean con-
Hagration is, therefore, heavily
Germany’'s by thia refusal, |

Thie point establighed, the Pro- |
fesgor, kindliug as he weat, but
éver judicial and pasegion [ree, laid
bare the dishononr oi Germany io
violating her word, twice pledged
in trealy and as late as 1013 ver-
bally confirmed by the Kaiser him-
gelf, in the ruthless invasion of
Belgiuma. Here was the crucinl
‘divergence "twixt Britain and Ger-
many ; bere was the initial Taull.
Britain enters upon ths war with
a clear conscience and honour not
to be corrupted. Germany's eo-
trance is etained by Lthe faithlese-
ness to her pledged word that she
would respect the neulralily of
Belgiom. Thaokiul, the Professor
explaived he was, tbapklful could |




every citizen of the British Buiniss:
be, tint such was the ."“ﬁ‘.h_ Af et
entrance into this din
Qur cause ig jusl, lnd
must surely prevail,
But Germany's initial |
deeply added to by her sy
metbods of warfare. ar
fulpness in Belgium s
terrorisiog, atrocious and
parallel forat lesst a ¢ i
centuries, It ig, moreover, au pre-
determined plan of wlﬂtﬁ B XAQU-
ted in all its brutal ru
upon poor unhappy Balgium *m
bore, again, the Professor's proo
were drawn from upim '_
sources, from the Llestimony oﬁ]@
German War Book iteelf, and f

the pen of an expert naﬂtml

witnees. It was essential, m;gl
claimed the Professor, to be

than ordinarily careful in ﬂ:ﬁa
ragard, and to weigh theGarm..
warflare with abﬁﬂlulﬂ fairnees, m
aggerating nothing Jtldneﬂ y
this standard of Etrmlaat l‘urnm
what could be said of the gack of
Aerschot, for example, save that
it was an orgy of lust and destrie
tion, which German eoldiers gx
' cused on the ground thal the ciy-
| ilian population had provoked it
' by shooting down the Chuel of
Staff ; ehooting him down, yes
but huw by the impuisive and
righteously-indignant autlun of &
boy who conceived s llElﬂl'ﬂ
honor to be gravely threatened.
This was only a characteriatic in-

stance of the German expeclation
ol perfeot sel{ control on l:hB P art
of depperate civilians, and unless
this expeotation was fulfilled, m
deulmed to exen:lsﬂ cuntml over

unlmrnaﬂtq
The last instance of Gerl
methods was the uge of the fright-
ful asphyxiating gases. Unisin
ag it was, contrary to all con’
tional and civilised warfare
' would have unfortunately tombe
met with by a similar use on &
part of the Allies. Nevertheless,
il involved all in A common Uegre
dation and a revarsion to barbarie
warfare The opinion o’{
world, however, hnd steadily &
againgt Germany's uniair me
oud neulral States, even

despite its inexplicable © -- i .aj, o
lti*.u}rir:. were uymputhuﬁu .;
| Allies, And the Germar 1
ness had been an;umiﬁ"
Jirections found inscribed 1
War Book, Thia ﬂ!‘ :
civilisation, and though
had been recently
 world 1o p Lhtluauph}' iﬁﬂ. .
goienoce, #he wagcertainl ;‘IL
' to be followed in '_ﬂl! ﬁ'_ poe: 5
of ber wariare, nay Taibe 'IE &
justly dencunced. Jx Ay M
This hruught the P_
about the middle n!

[is grave, meast
pllﬁnuﬂtﬂ;ﬂd indintmﬂ “ ‘"E!
manic atrocity flﬂﬂl? *‘~1’.-

audience, though there




