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“ Promotion to Mimisterial office follawed

' of the whole cominuity,
girele of private ‘mends was also a

n ed his colleague until _'andt.h '
mfhﬂe. fathrer ﬂnuﬂtﬂ

‘period of service in Hament totalled

| : To the credit of Ba-

be recorded that when in 1887
home to attend the celebra-
his

it

%&n s Jubilee he was returped
absence. Mr. Basedow

sifting members for Wooroora, which in-
cudes Barossa, took his place as junmior
member, and he filled up the remainder
of the term until in 1901 Sir Jolm Downer
transferred his services to the Federal Par-
Bament. Om May 27, 1905, he returned to
the State Legislatore as one of the mem-
bers of the Legislative Council for the
Sonthern district, in which he retained his
seat until the time of his death. His totul

over 37 years, and during the whole of thar
long period. which has seldom been equalled
in Aunstralia, he was estermed as one of
the most infliential members in the par-
ticolar body in which he sat.

Ministerial Office,

nickly, for on June 24, 1881, =ir John
whner wus chosen as Aftorney-Geperal of
the Government formed by Sir John Bray,
and be retained office until June 16, 1884,
Hie colleagues, in addition to the Premier,
during the three years, incloding all the
successive members of the Mimstry, were
<he Hons. J. (. Ramsay, Lavington
Ghvde, Alfred Catt David Bower.
andl J. L. Parsorm and Sir FEdwin
Smith. The second Colton Ministry inter-
vened, and on .June 16, IS85, Sir John
Downer entered office again—this time as
Premrier—and he retaned that  distin-
ml:td position for two yeara, retiring on
e hnt IS8T, f}["‘gm nmn-ﬁde;i:e ertifﬁn
ich dislodged him was carried when  he
was absent from the State, and he received
%’It pews Of the death of his brother, Mr. ]

| Downer, and of the defeat of his|
Miniatry, at Albany, when he was refurn.

ing from England, The Assembly was fresh
from a general election, and the House was

annoyed because a promise of an increased
otective tariff was pot included in the
amstenal policy. Sir John Downer wouold
iave made it oue of the planks had he
drawn up the platiorm. The members of
the Mimstry included Sir John Bray, Sir
Jobn Cockburn, the Hons. J, B. Spence,
D. Murray, S. Newland, J. H. Howe, John
Darling, sen., and ‘L. L. Furner. Sar doan
Downer was ajam Premxier from Ogcgober
5, 1892, upnl June 16, 883, and agan a
geperal election brought bim to grief
after the Cabinet had been recon
structed because of the loss of some
of its members. His colleagues on this
occason included the Hons, W, Copley,
R. Homburg. W. B. Rounsevell, .J. IL
Howe, L. Grayson, J. Moule, and J. W
Castine. After his election to the Lesis
lative Conncil Sir John Downer did no:
bold office, but he always occupied a com
manding position in that Chamber, Hi
fn"jttlr;'edmt h:"i'ﬁ fﬂ'f! trtn;:hunt. and h
esteem of members o

both sides of tge Housze.,

Federal Affairs.
Sir Jobn Downer was one of the repre
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sentatives of South Australia at the Fede- P
rai Convention in Sydney in 1883, and he B

also attended the conference in that city
eight years later. He was one of the ten

electad representatives of this State to the

Federal Convention which met in Adelaidn
n Mureh, 1807, and subiequently comtinae]
its mittings in Sydney m:;fll M roe, and
be gave valuable assistance to Sir Fdmund
Barton and the late Hon, R, E. O'Connor
in dmfting the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion Act. He wae ome of the firmt six
senators elected o represent South Aus-
tala in 0. He did not seek e
election three years Jater, but rtirned, na
already mentioned, to State polities. On
the Queen Victoria’s Jubfiles,

‘a QU m ISR, the year when

be mtered Parliament. He was also
member of the Hmrmg conneil, and
had been associated with the manage-
ment of olher mstitutions. Sir John was

mh:h with the members of his profes. |

recognised hig [oreneic skill and
Be permonal qmalities, and he o

occamon of |
in 185, he was made & Knight Comraunder |
of | snd St. George. He wasl
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is Honor the Chief Justice (Sir 8, J.
. Bart.) mid:— Alﬂ;n?h for some
rg Sir. John  Downer's death has not
unexpected, it is impossible for me

& ear unmoved that an. hroken friend
| “%% 50 and 60 yeors  hos

to an end.  Others will speak of his

{ political carcer. His 2 years member-
Vg at; the Parlinment of South Australia

Senate of the Comnonwenlth, his
Premierships of this State, and the

1 at part ho'took in framing the Fedoral
1 M :

tion will always have a permanent

place in the history of Sonth Australia and
of the Australian Commonwealth., T left

- political life two Eu-n Igﬁfar: Sir John
N w

entered upon it k of him

Ezht immediately his school days were

over. Like many of his contemporaries,
e bad received a sound education at St

Peter's Collegiate School, and he astonished
everybody by the brillisnt way in which
he ¢ public examinations, which

b Taad ublic
In those preuniversity days were estab-

lished by the board of the South Aus
tralian Institnte under the leadership of
the late Mr. John Howard Clark. He was
admitted as ‘s member of the legal profes-
8100 - in 1867, and there was no mistaking
the fact that distinction at the bar was his
supreme ambition. I well remember that
whoen he recovered conseiovsness after a
bad fall in the honting field his first exeln-
matiorn was, “Here is an end to my hopes of
a successful carcer at the bar.! He svon
madp hig mark as an advocate, and acquired
an ascendancy which He maintained to the
last. . He took silk aliven yeacs after lis
admission—unusually early in South Auns
tralia, The arnments lie presented, both to

charncter. He appealed to broad legal
prmeiples without consuming time over
,minute correspondences or distinctions be-

cloud of decided cases. A rooust, maniy

irresistible with juries, and with judges
algo, because all his addresses had the
accent ‘of honest conviction. He invari-
anly persuaded himself, at all events, of
the justice of his ease.  One could never
traco in his manner or words a doubt of
his belief that the judgment ought to go
m ifavor of his client. He was, first of
ail, a lawyer, and T am sure that he had
g'mter pride in being the doyen of the
anth Awvetralisn bar than of all the poli-
tical réwards which his lone and distin-
mished publio  services had brought to
him." 1t is a fortnight ago to-day that [
siw my bonored friend for the last :ine.
He wanted my opinion ou a point of great
‘publin importance, The few words he
‘added were an unmistakable confirmation
of the genuineness of the friendelip [ had
en.E;cd %0 long and valoed so much. Siv
John's great qualities endeared him to
troops of friends in every State of the
Commonwealth, and in ~he mother country
ar well. By no one will e be mourned
with a greater grief than by the members

af the bench and bar, We shall ﬂi“‘:j}'.& | 1

be nroud: of him as an ornament to onr
profession, and as a knighl sans peur ef
Mans reproche.

A Brilliant Statesoii,. < ey

Sir Lancelot Stirli s President of
agislative Couneil, rtltaf: mnur:::t.ne loss I:*?
[ 3 J-esieemed collcague of many years

| not as s statesman, but as n lawver and,
‘a friend. Sir John stepped into the lime-

the Full Court and to juries, were of 'a|
pthetical rather than of an aunlyteal |

tween the facts he was dealing with and a |

eloquence, brightened by a play of humor
and by Hashes of wit; was all the more

aid an uent 4ribute to a brother
! :g'bt-—ﬂmnhn Downer.  He said:—" Tt
18 0 be deeply deplored that within such
A brief interval the members of the Legis
Intive Conneil should be enlled on tamour
the loss of another colleague, and bis many

Lfrien_tl: in the Commonwealth and States i

brilliant  statemman.  Pemvonally, 1 fecl
that by his death—he was o schosifellow at
St. Potet's College—I have lost & etanch
pnd true friend, Sic John Downer's sen
vices ta the Commopwealth have callod

forth well-descrved praise, and in the State
he han left o pame as Minister and metm-
ber of both Houmes ~of  the Legialatire
which will be a fitting memioral Lo Iifm

#8 & poblic man.  Hw ioltiative i1 re-
| i the many mensnres with whinh ' |
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his game is awociated, and his eriticl of |k

leginlation in it Diusmge thron ftae €
: = Hﬂﬂ od by both sides of |

mw' I:j;"“lﬁi|1| possossedl of an eloquent

0 Wil of an eloquen
and a decisive wanner n his {mhltﬂl;lnr-
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_Jnhn heid sbrnng opinfons lnd
them  tepaciously. No one n"tg
tioned the honesty of his cony
the sincerity with whioh hﬂ
sion to them. [t ix a 'I'.-l |
he held the office of or c:‘; u
Australin, and all his Int,er pniit'g] Jife
has been  associated  with the Legisiative
Couneil, bot the same donuipant qualities
whidh hruugul‘. Him to the Eﬂmt n the
pmeties marked his Gareer r
fae day of hid Jeath, Sir -Tnhn II‘Japﬂ"Iu
linppy Knack of being on the fn#nﬂlm1
terma with his strnngm political oppo
nent, ond his penindity war néver {inged
with  the nhg‘htr-t toucn of lbitterness.
1 am sure that all sections of poltics in'[
South Australin  will deeply anourn - the
nss South Anstrilin has sustained in ‘the

death of Sir John Downer. aud oor wan-
pathy will go out to This mduw and tae
mermbers of the family. ;

Attorney-General's Th‘l'urt:

Thr ~Attorney-Genernl - (Hon. J, H.

Vaughan) said that le hesrd = the
m:-.:lq ;I ﬂm death of Sir Jﬁhh Downer |
with the deepest regret. pt'ruuun]
c¢harm endeared him fo los nolitical eppo-
nent= as well as his political friends, and |
however warm he became in a debate, his
Rindly disposition towards. everyone with
'n.'lnm he associated was d‘ll'aj"l mani-
foul He  helonged o former
shool of political thought, nd never
ind him venvictions.  More than  once
wmd he said. that he was not a Conserva

tive, but a Tory, in the best sense of that
nuch-abused woni Had he not given so
nach of his time to politics, he would have
mdonbtedly reached, even a higher mark
n the lezal world than bhe attained. Asa
lawyer, be had few eqoals. in the State.
A an after-dinner speokor hie bad mope.
The members of the leganl nrﬂmn will
his deeply grieved at the Joss of the doyen
nf the Sonth Ausirnlian Bedr.

A Mmisterinl Admirer,

The Chief ‘-u*-.ret.tn* (Hon. _AJ AV,
Styles) said:—It wus with sincere regret
that [ Teard of the depth of Sir Joun
Downer. 1 saall always  respeet the
memory of him, because from the Hrst
day I met him in the Legislative halis
}:r always made an impression on me by
ris unfailing courtesy and kindpess, “I'Sc.
members on my side of polilics apprecia- |
ted him, and we recognise that & very
distinguisied representative of the Fmplt
ling passed AWAY, and n. ﬂlﬂﬂ‘l’ﬂ riend
too,  We much r ret. that Nis serviees
will not bc availlab a . the présent |
troublous times turnug‘l whith = we are
assing, and our sympathy is extended t-fl
Ady }nﬁmr and the members of 1
family,”

. The Speaker's Tribute,
' The Hon. F. W, Coneyheer (Speaker of

the House uf Aszsembly) said:—*[ had the
lipnor nnd umm of beinz associated with
Sir John in the House of As
sembly for some t.n*m:- after my fire elec
tion in 1 and the more I mw of him
 the better T liked him, We wore, of course,
opponents in pelitics, and Sir John was al
waya very frank in expressing hia views,
hut he never allowpd big politick to inter
fere with his friendship for those on the
opposite side of the House. He lind » dis-
pasition which attracted one to .mn—ll'

s0 gevere in his condemnation of anything
he did not believe in. There were fow men
for whom T bad a higher respect i Par-

mt joss. I share with others the feel
of sorrow that sueh an m-:mnhln- man has

been taken feom us.’
“Always a Fair Fightor™

The leador of tae Oppnmhnn in the
House of MI- 1o, H. Peakel,
re! to the death of .ir Jﬂnn Downer,

ways so gentlemanly and courteoiis, a nd yet

Vament, and I consider his death Iiln}
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NeTrous, valmni ter by deat
ﬁﬂ"r Jahn Downer, & man dist

tﬁ?ﬁl—q mﬂtd‘t\-h' 0f  hoird A
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