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Sir—T woui;i *likel to say a word in be-

of our brothers and esters who are
E?Jf{}ei-maﬁ extraction, for they are in a
very unfortunate and uncomfortable posi-
tion. and that by no fault of their own.|
' My blood boiled while I was reading the
'way Mr. Elkan was scorched by those who
ought to know better. I have never met

that
symgathy to him—yves, real sympeathy; and
yel

ure : :
Eod if 1 had an opportunity of domg to
the Kaiser what Jael ddid to Sisera (Eee
Judges iv. 21), and so put a stop
to this terrible war. But because]
I. am a redhot patriot I feel deeply
for those who are lea.ced in the unfor-
tunate position of 1 et

imagine ourselves in some such position—

gentleman, but my heart went out in

triot, born i the colony, of
e ‘:ai:]faparents, and I would thank|

r. Elkan. ILet us

could we ever 6?(%1{; against our dear Eng-

land, even gh

she’ be “in the- wrong?

No, never! never! Very many of us
would be in exactly Mr. Elkan's position,
and rather put a bullet into our own head;
and, if I feel like that. when I have never
seen England, how ‘much more s0 would
those feel who had spent 30 years there?
It 1s quite natural for those who have lived
for years in the Fatherland to feel so. but
those who have been borm in Australia
would not, and I believe most of them are
as patriotic as any of us; but they are
being treated in some quarters in such a
mean, unkind way, just because of their
parentage, that I am ashamed of my

‘fellow-Britons. = How can they help if,

and where are they to blame? The way in
which Mr. Elkan has been irecated is
enough to make them all disguise their
feelings and pretend where they really do
not feel. Do our fellow-colonists wish to
goad these unfortunates until there will be |
something like civil war here? Would it
not be a great deal better fo bind them
closer to us by kindness, to say nothing
of the Christ Spirit in this professed Chris-
tian land? I hope that something may be
done to relieve the friction.
1 am, Sir, &ec.,
A TRUE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN.

|

Sir—I lived for about 20 years in a dis-
trict which was peopled with Germans,
there being only about four British families
in the hundred, which is a large one. At
the time of the Boer war the majority of
Germans were very hostile to the British
Government, and at present the majority
of them are railsitters, and are prepared.
to jump down on the winning side and

 take the same view as Mr. Elkan about
defending the country of their adoption
| against (Gverinan invasion. To be sure of

i

their help in an invasion, it would be well
for the British Government to malke all
the males of the Commonwealth over the

age of 15 years take an oath of alliegance,

- whether they be of German descent or

otherwise, and all failing to take the said
oath should be liable to have their pro-
perty confiscated to the British Crown, |
and themselves treated as prisoners of war.
Also, all schools and churches of all deno-
minations should be compelled to Roist the |



British flag, and keep it flying until peace
18 declared. This, to some minds, may
seem to be a species of tyranny, but i have
lived in Australia over 50 years, was born
bere, and have at no time taken an oath
of alliegance to the Batish, or any other
Government; and I suppose all Australian-
born (Germans are in just the same posi-
tion. But, unlike Mr. Elkan, I am pre-
pared to deiend my property and my life,
and the lives of my family and fellow-
eolonists, even to the extent of firing upon
any invaders of my native land, be they
German or otherwise; and, if an enemy
should iavade our land, I don’t think it
would be wrong to adeopt the German
methods—one of which is to put any doubt-
ful meutrals or disloyalists on the 1ré=t
line of battle.
1 am, Sir, &c., ANCIENT BRITON.



Mr. .E. Elkan has forwarded copies of
the original letters relating to the lnsignia
of the Order of the Bear which was
bestowed upon him, and states:—'‘Sir
. George Le Hunte, who requested my pre-
sence at (Government House, to hand the
letters to me, explained that as my ker-
vices were rendered as much in favour of
England and Australia as Germany, His
M-?Jeﬂtl' was pleased to allow me to accept
this honour. By making a difference be-
tween a naturalized and a born British
subj the conclusion is obvious that the
same obligation is not expected of them.
At the Convention of Nations in 1872 it
was unanimously decided that a natural-
ized subject and his children should be
‘.Iree from military service against his own
country. The reasons given were:—(l)
That his services, if compelled, might be
a gource of danger to the army in which
he was serving; S..’) that if rendered volun-
tarily they would always be treated with
suspicion; (3) that blood was thicker than
water; (4) that it would be inhuman to
compel them, and unmanly to render
them. 1 also enclose a cerificate of
paturalization (copy), which says nothing
of service under arms, and refers only to
obligations to the Commonwealth and not
to Britain. At the time of its issue there
was no mention of any established miatary
system in the Commonwealth; therelore
the oath of allegiance does not cover it.”

The documents read:—

Government House, Adelaide, 10th January, 1909.
Sir—I have the honour, by direction of His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, to transmit
for your informaficn the enclesed copy of a des-
pateh from the Secretary of State for the Colo-
mies, intimating that His Majesty the King has
been graciously pleased to permt you to accept
and wear the Insignia of the Second Class of the
Order of the Bear. . . . W. S. Baillie Hamil-
ton, Private Secretary. To E. Elkan, Esq.

Downing street, 17th December, 1008. Sir—With
reference to your despatch No. 65 of the 13th
October, 1 have the honour to inform you that
His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased,
as an exceptional case, to grant permission to Mr.
E. Elkan, a naturalized British subjcct, to accept
and wear the Insignia Order of the Bear, which
has been conferred upon him. , . . Crewe. To
Governor Sir George Le Hunte,

Commonwealth of Australia.—~Certificate of
Naturalization. By virtue of the Naturalization
Act, 1003, I the Governor-General in and over
the Commonwealth of Australia, with the advice
of the Federal Executive Council, grant to Ed-
mund Elkan, an alien, being a native of Berlin,
in Germany, and of the age of 52 years, this cer-
tificate of nmaturalization whereby tre said Edmund
Elkan becomes entitled to all political and other
rights, powers, and privileges, and becomes sub-
ject to all cbligations to which a natural-born
British subject 1s entitled or subject in the Com- |
monwealth. = Provided that whereby any pro-
vision ¢f the Comstitution or of any Act or State
Conetitution or Act a distinction is made between
the rights, powers, or privileges of natural-born
British subjects and those of persons naturalized
in the Commonwealth or in a State, the righis,
powers, and privileges conferred by the granting
of this certificate shall for the purposes of that
provision be only those (if any) {0 which persons
20 naturalized are therein expressed to be entitled.
Given umder my hand and the great seal of the
Comomnweaith of Australiz at Melbournc the 24th
day of QOotober, one thousand nine hundred and
five.  (Signed) Northeote, Governor-General.




