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graphed those trees, and the plates which
be (the lecturer) now exhibited to the
amlience finely depicted the old-world
growth. So long as the seeds fell within

| that valley the trees grew on through the

ages, but if the winds or the
floods cmrried them out into the plains
they perished. And so soms day would
expire the last of those ancient Imprizoned

the balance—and be thankiul! =
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palms.

ing change?  First. there had been a
general gigantic lowering of the land, cut-|
ting off the rivers from their ocean out-| |
lets, -so that the at plains swallowed
and lost them. Then that great basin of
inland drainage - had bécome more and
more & waste. Its surface receiving in-
creasing deposits of salinity. There had
developed a ater heat and dryness,
which reacted on the meteorclogical con-
ditions; and the winds, instead of con-
densing moisture, had absorbed it. All
those unfavourable conditions had worked
towards nltimate aridity. The rivers were
dead. Thev could not be restored to life.
The people of today could do no more
than make the best of it. TLet them|
philosophically take the fate meted out tn‘L
their land. After all, it might have been
worse. Nature had given to the present
inhabitants of the country a mixture of
the best and the worst. ILet them strike.

‘definite s about his intention—to
| benefit « »serving but poor students, t{'rl
'whom otherwise the opportunity to

<l tleement. This tends to confusion re-

|scholarships. Tn a fascinating address

—Make the Best of It.—
Now what were the causes of this blight-
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It iz #1lmost Impossible definitely to
trace th: founder of the firstfscholar-
ship in ke world, but there is no In-

rise to eminence would never have
come. vith the advent of free Univer-
sities 1 e raison d'etre of scholarships

have disappeared. Inthe meantime
there is a tendency to multiply them,
the students of a decade or so ago hav-|
ine had far fewer opportunities than
are now open for obtaining such assis-
tance. At the same time the mumber.

‘of students has ‘enormously increased,

and the extension of educational op-
portunities to classes of soclety hither-
to unafferfed by the development of
the educational idea bas assisted In
that inerease. Even so, some educa-
tioniats still maintain that scholarships
are not so advantageous as was hoped
to the people they were intended to
benefit. There Is a want of apprecia-
tion, alike among scholars and their
parents, of the benefits attaching to
scholarships, and often the only appli-
cants are - ldren of parenis who can
well afford to pay for higher education,
There are, on the other hand, so many
scholarships offered by schools and col-
leges to draw attention to a particular
institntion rather than as a reward for
the deserving poor scholar, that very
fow educational establishments can
afford to meglect this form of adver-

garding the specific principles of

to a Teachers’ Congress some years




the most terrible tﬁgﬂlu- of eiviliza-

tion was that which rendered @ braln |

that was capable of high attalmments
and desirous of the highest knowledge
Ineffectual and empty because of -thn'1
nged of wealth or other opportunity for

ita development. This tragedy the! |
fotndation of scholarships was 'maant.}

as far as possible, to rrevent. Com-
petitive examinations have been, and
apparently are likely to remain, the
only means of establishing the merit of
competitors; but the winner of a
sholarship achieves honour and distine-
tion as well as monetary value, and it
was not long bLefore others than those

in meed of pecuniary aid became com-
petitors for scholarships. To these
students the honour aund distinetion
were the attractions; but thelr
ontrance into the field of competition
created a complication which has not
vet been cleared away.

Although twenty years ago a confe-
rence of head masters in England de-

clded that, “while scholarships should |

be awarded on grounds of inteilectual
.merit, without reference to the peen-

piary circumstances of candidates, the

be enjoyed - by the sous of wealthy
(Parents,” the problem still remains a
serious one for educationists. Deal-
ing with the subject from the practical
point of view of a professor in close

' teenth Ceutury and After remarks:—

dent must mix on equal terms with his

'|fellows.” This is jmpossible to the

?
|
|
|
I “Really, to profit by his course, a stud- |
|
I poor students whose allowanee is not1

supplemented by En.h_qndu#ﬁent fund
or from a private purse. The idea that

scholarship which pays the University
fees, or even by one which includes
the necessary books for a degree or

brilliant scholar will be at a disadvan-
thge if forced to appear among his
fellows badly dressed, or is alienated
from the varied interests which bring
his co-workers into association for
social purposes Dbecause he cannot
afford to pay for the indulgence. The

touch +with the holders of various |
1 scholarships, a writer in The Nine-

every essential is provided for by a?

cmoluments, as distincé from the|
status, of the scholarshi s should ‘!l;:lt

|

diploma course, is erroneous. The most

‘parents of poor students, In their own

'sheltered and limited sphere, fall to
realize the humiliations through which
such a scholar has to pass In his TUnl-
versity career. Many hive gone

direct responsibilities entalled upon
their holders. The same ohjection will
sapply to the eztablishment of free Uni-
| versities, with the additional drawback
' that the poorer classes Wil still be mwn-
able to supply many brilliant scholars
to our Universities, evem If they
possess them, because the student days
occur at a time of life when a poor

through the experience with t, but.
it is a fatal drawback to students that
5o many scholarships should be estab-

lished with so little regand for the in-
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lian son or davghter may b A
for the benefit of himself and

=
3
My
;’%j;
X

. least, he told thE ML e

EDUCATION AND CONSERVATIS)

The hesdmaster of St. Peter's College
(Canon Girdlestone) is & consg -1:‘

Neholars' Assaeatih =0 st their annu
dinner on Wednesday evening, and from
his biting criticism of the many tinngs
that were new they had every reason fo
accept his word. The most attractve
thing about education, he smd, was its
conservalism. There was less change in
the processes and ways of the school-
muster than in any line he knew. There
were times when everybody _
thing pew. Apparently t
was beantiful had been used up, for when-
immriably got something ugly

were so perfectly natural,
ful to have anything to |
'I'hegr}udnutrethmnadnﬂtgdb el
that ugly Un were beautifel.
just believed what they believed. and sad
t without hesitation, and ther  SERGSE
and eshing thinge 1D workd. It 0
was saud by some e that

had undergome many < in common |
with everything else, but £ s not 8o |



