


“T waated to fifig out from the best
available material and - }
with some of the leading Ehoknmm

scholars what were the sctual indubitable

Inews of Bhak m‘: life. ‘iﬁnm

not many indubitable facts, 'ﬂl""

are some which it is almest hﬂglﬂﬂ ble
to reject in view of the available owva.

‘dence. Tt is important to know these

{acts, because of the theories cancerning
| the development of Shakespeare’s mind.

CUne school holds—and it is represented

by George Brandes and Dr. Furnwal—that

the plays taken in chronological order re-
flect the state of Bhakespears's mind as
it wag influenced by mportant E‘:;rqondl

‘and public considerations; for LANCo,

it is said thiat he began to write edies

after the death of his father, but as a

matter of {act his three m L comedies

were written after the death of his son

Hamlet, whose losg Shakespeare would

{cel more deeply than that of his father,

because at Lgut time he was anxious

to re-establish family tradition. This 1a
only one instance of many which mighs

Do given to show how dangerous it is

in: tho history «of Shakespesre's life to

connect the kind of work he was doing
with the stale of his own mind as far
| as it conld be affected by personal con-
siderations, I do not balieve, as far as
I have been able to gather, that wo ave
justified -in offering any such theory of
this extraordinury man's inward develop-
ment. On “the contrary, it is safe to
affirmy tha! these tragediss Wore writien
at a time when Shakespéare was moss
prosperons both in regard {0 materal
foriune and 'in fame. ¢ Was probably
making something like £4000 or £5000 a
year for the lasi eight or nine vears of
hig lite, and his fame in London was
csiablished in the ‘city and the
|eouri. Shakespeare's .genins was of an
extraordinary impersonal kind, and I am
dispogad to belisve thal it was almost

(&3 much a mystery to him until the last

[|Year or two as it was 1o his {allowmen.

AL all events there is good réason to be-

leve thal he lived a very simple life, and

preferred it He moved sbout among
all classes of men with an easy ' fami-

Harily, and he was sweet-willed 1o the

roving humorists of Warwickshire as

well as the contamporary poets who visis
ted him in hig retreat at Stratford-on-
| Avon. It all suggests that we under-

(stand very little about what  this genius,

|or inspiration, to 4 very great man is

| It almost seoms Tike a great power work-
ing through him, uwsing, of course, his
nx*-rnnrrliilq,;-}r faculties in I:}l‘dl:!' i0 work
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suocessiully. At all events, tne more a
shudy this q]:frstiﬂn the more I am ¢con-
sirained to believa there was something
peculiarly impersonal about the opera
tion of this force in Shakespeare which
wo call gentus. I would like: to AXpross
my indebladness to men like Sir Sidney
Lee, Mr. Bassington (of the Memorial
Theatro), Mrs, Rose (“‘Shakespeare’s Birth-
days™), and the secretary of the Shakes-
pearian Club at Stratford-on-Avon, for the
assistance they gave me while T was
in Stratford, and especially in directing
me 0 the most authentic material, which
it would have taken me a longer time
to have discovered myself. They are all
expérts in their way in the life and
work of SBhakespeare Nearly all of them
have spent 20 or 30 years in trving te
find out what is fact and what is fiction.”
Questioned about the feeling in Ireland
concerning the Home Rule quesitidn, Pro-
fessor Honderson said he was only thete

: . q ;
fied to express an opinion on it “J’
found there was a groat deal of foeling,
even in Donegal, where the at the
last election weare near oqual,” he re’
marked. *I wigh I could say that'T came

ter was settled. am afraid the
Engiand i sho proseat cricia st tha ey
; A CTIC1A,
'g"“wﬁh T Bope ihat maans of seling
fleronces belween the Trish people
-ahﬁl! have been found. Up to the time
I loft the impression was that the Home
Rule question had only been suspended,
snd not settled. : Whm: ’D-
2 s e e
| | oon gt w
that the feoling of the Irish towards
| | llzﬁ'ﬁwa:
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lsants have to pay

tlow rate of interest

mﬂ{orﬂdnn":' the canditions

tenure which Mz yar's Bill gave
the Irish pmﬁih, % !gﬁmlturﬁ
schools teach them improved methods;

1/3 10 2/3 a week.
This does not cov ”thnlut{ul cost of
the upkeep or the it on |

expanded on the house. The deficdency
is made up by the Irish councils. Eng
land previously leat money very

g
£
gt
:

Do done- The result has been a ocon. |
siderable improvement in the conditions
of the poasunts, and the people of Ire
land are natur anxious to keep their
laborers in the countiry. Before coming
away I could not help feeling that by an
officient Jmperizl organisation the ques-
tion could be settled in a more satisfac-
tory way than by these subsidiea on the
income or wages of the laborers, Prob-
ably one result of the war will be o
bring the different parts of the Empire

g

linto much <losor touch with each othes
Hhranch sume such imumigration sysiem-™
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SHAKESPEARES MIND |
A AND GENITR

INVESTIGATIONS BY PROFESSOR
HENDERSON,
Proiessor Henderson, of the Adelaide
University, who has been nite months in
Europe, l'e!umedday the RM.S. Oster!
on Satufday morning. He was interviewed |
on board the liner E;.r a representative of |
“The Advertiser.)” r
In reply to a question, Professor Hen-
derson eaidi—1 went to England 1o do
some work at Stratford-on-Avon, and also.
to enquire into the preservation of archives
s0 as to guide us ag to the best way in

"I which to store our own documents at the

Adelaide University. I had intended to go
to ltaly. Before I could u. dertake the

.| Journey war was dedliced. 1 was in the
| north of England, at, Bamburgh, at thas

time, studying with my tutor (Mr. A. L.
Smith). hen 1 crossed to the north of

‘| Ireland to learn something at first hand
| about the Home Rule difficulty, and sub-

sequently went back to London. As there
seemed to be very little hope of conmtinu-

Aing my work, 1 deeided to retorn to Aus-
| tralia by the Osterley.” .

Shakespeare's Genius.

Referving to his Shakesperean studies,
ngqwmr Eiad'm mtzh ";II h“.im ihb-lbtﬂ
working on “Shakespeare the Man,” in
Stratford-on-Avon and at S utimn.rk, imn
London.” "1 wanted to find out from the
best dvailable matemal and by conversa-
tion with some the leading Shakespearean

‘| scholara. what were the actnal imdubitable

facts of Shokespearc’s life, There are
not many indubitable facts, but there arel
some which it ik almost impossible to re-
lect, in view of available evidence. It
ig important to know these facts, becaunse
of the theories concerning the development
of Shakespeare’s mind.  One school halds,
and it i represented by George G
and Dr. Furnival, that the plays taken 1o
chronological order. reflect the state of
Shakespeare’s mind as it was influenced
by important porsonal and public gz
rflrﬂ'&ﬂnnn. or instance, 1t hﬂ: A
¢ began to write tragedies after the deat
| of nis father: but, as n matter of fact, his
three greatest comedies were written after
the death of his son lHamlet, whose Joss
| Shakespeare wonld feel mo e deeply than
that of his father, beacause the poot was at
| that ume anxions to ro-catab WE
traditions.  This is enly one imetance
many whieh  might given

to
how how dangerous it is in the
vstory  of h%‘n lite w0
imhnmt the kind of work h

with the stite of his own mind, as i‘g_
.itlenn.ld be nﬁ'ngml.}t}' nersonal (o "?




| the seoretary of the Shalk Club is

vons.  1do not believs, s Tad 2 T'Siia
been able to gather, that “e' tifiad )
in_offeriog aoy mch ??:.” of this exteg
ordionry man's inward devdlopment. sl
the contrary, it is safe to aﬁm b
tragedic were wrilten  ab a time '
Shakespeare was most prosperous, both inf
regart o material fortune and in fsme
He was probably making somelaing
£3,000 or £4,000 a year of our money
the last cight or nine years of his
and his fame in London waz full
established in the city and in the court.
Shakespeare’s genius was of an extraord
narily unpersonal Kind, and T am disnoses
to belicve that it wis s!most 23 much '
mystery to him until the last vear or twadl
as it was to his fellow men.-At al! events|
1:.h«:ra!.‘:1 ilﬂ d:-um! reason to behe *1
that he lived a very simple life. and vre
ferred it: ‘but he mov Mnlie'm;
classes of men with ease and familiarite, |

and e waz su—Tvii== ta5 the roving
humorists of Warwickshire, as well ag -tal
the contemporary poetzs who visited him il
his retreat at Stratiord-on-Avon. Ji !
suzgests that we understand verr lLitHe
about what this zenius or inspiration io/a
very great man 15, 14 almost seems ket
o great power working through them wsing.
of course, their extraordinary faculties in
order to work successfully. The more T
study this guestion the more I am con-
slrained to believe that there was some
operation of these forces in Shakespesrs
which we call hig gepins. T am' very muoeh
indebted to men like Sir Sydoey Lee, Mr.
Brassington (of the Memorial Theatre

W
Stratiord, and Mrs. Rose, of -_'hnluﬂgani
birthplace, for the assistance which they
rave me while I was in Stratford ially
in directing me to the most nuthe:n 1 Mma-
terial, which it would have taken me a long
time to Aiscover for myself. They wes
all experts in their way, in the life Iﬁ
work of the great bard. Nearly all o

thesn bhave spent from 20 to 50 years in}|
tryinz to find ont what is fact and what
is:fﬁrti::-u in conmection with Shakespeares]
lj 'l:"...” b |

Hlome Rule. |
How did you find the question of Home |

Rule viewed in Ireland? |
“I wag only there. a fortnight )
and 1 do mot Teel qualified to
express an opinion on the sobject}
T did find that there was a great desl of
feoling then in Donegal, where the votes
at the last election were nearly equal. 1}
wish I conld say that 1 came away Wi
the conviction that this matter was settled. |
I am afraid T cannot.  North and South}
are determined to be loyal to England :m
{he crisis 1}:111:'::-115{111 ?&'Ch Enﬁfmnm “-- ;
hope at the end of the €r
setthing the JIrish trouble will have heea
found, but at lt-'ur; ttiime_whgnig.' urp:edtﬁl
the coubiry had toe Unpresson
auestion was only suspended, npt md.l
One thing, however. appeared . be
beyond doubt, and ~mobody in  Ireland |
contradicted it on either side, that tae
fooling of Irishmen towards England 0as,
hecome very much -:nﬂrc‘hvm’b 1] i'-il;l.J
last 15 oF 20 ycars. ‘This is'due for the
most part to the measures thal have besn.
passed for the relief of the Irish nﬂllt%
and the ameljoration in the condilion ':f
the peopie generally. Most imporitans of
all, I found, was ibe secuniy of tenure.
which Mr. Balfour's Bill zave to the Irish
peasanis.  Agricunltural classes and ng
nmoh to teach tn{.l:':tll m m:ed“]‘mé l’%
asanis A ! ¥
Egnir:: nr:‘e being built—comfortable little:
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‘1nlaces of fonr or five rooms—and all ‘the

t or laborer has to pay is 18 or
EQM;E:- :-;eek. That doss not covern e

“capital eost and the unkesp or intovest

expended on the houses. T‘"-“‘W ey
iipm:!d-} up by the Trish tm&:eﬁ!-‘ u |
Fogland  has  previoukly lens mmrdﬂ
at a low rate of intereet an 0 e
that this could be dote, The result e
been a cobsiderable im'promﬂ&t in t .
condition of the peasgntry, m%ﬂ; _
of Treland Are anxious %_ op Lhoir
laborers in the countr¥. fl:élm'
enough, but 1 eonld not h{lﬂﬁ g
I cane :m‘tgl,t mrg:ﬂ m
organisation tho.quest s s
in & more m&isﬁ&@m way than -ofulﬁ

subsidies to the iﬁoh!h: :#mtqf M




