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FURTHER EVIDENCE BY SIR
LANGDON BONYTHON.

The Education Commission sat at Parlia-

ment House on Friday afternoon. Present '

- EDUCATION COM- |

o -
of he unrons.  (Langhter) S
- Sir Langdon Bonython said with refe-

'--Mr; T, Ryan, M.P. (cbairman), Hons. A,
W. Styles,  ML.C., A. H. Peake, AMLP.,:

end Mr, L, Green, M.P.

Sir Langdon Bonython, president of the
Adelaide School of Mines and Industries,
gave further evidence. In answer to Mr.
Peake, Sir Langdon said the gchoo]l of

alines had recuved from the Government

tue following sums of money:—{(Govern-
went grant for the year  end-
ing December 31, 1910:—rant to - school,
£4,850; engineering luboratory, £250; coun-
try wool clasces, £130; Rosewo
closses, £20; country studentship grant,

chanical engineering, £250: total, £6,273
16/S. In addition to the annupal K;'ILI]L the

wool |

|

- £97 10/; domestic economy classes, £312;
evening preparatory school, £250;  sewer
rates, £04 6/8; assistant instructor me- |

i

Government have erected builings, &¢.:—|

Main building, donation, £15,000; Govern-
ment contnbution, £25,000. Metallurgi-
cal hmld-.n-%ml‘l-oun.tiﬂn. £1,500; Govern-
ment contribution, £3,800. Blacksmith shop
~—Government contribution, £2064, Brook-
man hall—Additional exits, Government
contribution, £460. | Erection Xay ' Bros,’
hmtn.llurmcaj plant, £150. Exact

aria- |

culars of Government expenditure on build-

ings pot in the possession of the
but probably, say, £30,000.

Alr. Peake — In view of the demand for
making all kinds of educalion as easy of
ficcess as posaible, wimt do you consider
can be done further to widen the entry to
the School of Mines?—There are many di-
rections m which the work of the sehool
conld be extended, but such extensions can
only take place with: the cordial co-opera-
tion of the Government, becavse there is al-
wavs the mnoney difficulty. The council can-
yint move wilhont hnancial asnstance, 8o
ihat at every point Ministerinl control comes
in. In any direction where technical edu-
cation would be an advantage to the com-
munity it should be iven. Every
important  industry should  be as-
tisted by the work dome at the School of
Mines. In England and in other conn-
trics the instruction at the technical schools
hos reletion to the industries carried on
in the localities in which they are situated.
Tradea ought to take ter advaniage of
the school than they 51:. The work donae
in the piumbin% classes should be an ob-
juet Jesson. _
only trade which is turning the school 10
the best account. Then, effect might be

iven to the suggestion that boys should
w eompelled to attend evening classes.
They should be kept under observation by
the State after they have left the primary
echool. This is done elsewhere with the
best results. J¢ may be that a boy does
not like ordinary school work. In such a
cnse he will be told that be need not worry
over books, but that he must select out of
the moltitude of classes one or moro which
he will have to altend so many evenings
per week. In thid way good citizens are
made,

Would yon advocate the abolition of
al] fecs at the School of Mines, or do
vou regard the payment of the small fees
proof of bona fide intentions on the

school,

tered upon? — This is a very difii-
cult question to answer. In theory,
I am for the wsbolition of fres,

bnt I am not sure that anything would b”
gained by making the classcs absolutely
free, There is, I am afraid, a tendency
to undervalue what you get for nothing,
At the present time the feea are very low,
and apprentices attend at half-rates.
(Cantinuing, Sir Langdon said the School
of Mines was under the control of the
Minister of Education, but not of the
Yoducation Depariment. There was every
roason to 4 |
atinched in other States to diplomas issmed
by the school, but in New South Wales the
tovernment refused to allow men to act ns
«d a epecinl
ﬂnu'éiﬁsliun.u That opplied to men from
th ne m!rerq !
nliiuh’_é:ﬁ:‘.rm the School of Mines here did
1 grievance. The diploma
on the completion by the
months’ practieal
Saliool of

ly issued

paid full rates for
the result that the
tha:l:l . M

be ratisfied with the walue an

1¢ plumbing trade is th2 |

ty and other such in-:

Im'll not

rence to  branch ls the cooneil
would have taken action to estahlish
country technical schools, but ther held
their hands by reason of the finapcial diffi-
culty, and in the abfefica of a  definite
Ministerial policy, putting the schoola on
a sntisfactory basis, ecouncil had made
representations on that subjeet for years,
but did not succeed in Eettmg Ministers
of Idueation to move until Mr. Anderson
tame into office., That Midister started to
prepare  regulations, but “then, unfortn.
vately, he was out of office.
(Laughter.) - ; |

Mr. Peake—If your council realised that
this work of extending technical edueation
wvas oneof its duties and privileges, would |
it mot'have been your duty to represent |
to the Governmeni that yon wanted #o
much money for the work? You wonld |
then have thrown the responmsibility for re- |
fusal on the Government.—If yon go back |
20 years you will find that the council of |
the school proceeded to open branch
schools, but were confronted .
monetary trouble, In those days t.h::'«:-1
was not an overflowing Treasury. We
could not Ft the Government to provide |
ug with snificient funds. At that time Mr, |
Grainger was a member of the ecouncil,
and be objected to muney being spent in
Adelnide, because he thought it could bﬂi
spent to better advantage in  Moonta, |
Likewice members of Parlinment advocated |
the claims of ‘their own particular districts;
so the council thought it better to eonnne
their attention to the Adelaide schodl.

Rut the value of such schools is now re-
cognised by the Government, and we have
to decide who is the best authority to take
chargé of the work. My own opinion is
that the School of Mines should be
chargzed with that responsibility. It seems
to me, though, that vou should have ap-
nroached Parliament with a request for
the monev to carry out the work.—The
counci] would have been delizhted to
carry out such a scheme.  If vou go back
far enough vou will find that we really
began the work, and then, through force of
circumstances, retired from it.  Continu-
ing. Sir Langdon, said it had always been
a reeret to the council that there was no
proper  control over country technical
schools. Subsidvy should be made depen-
dent on werk done. The schools would
hail with pleasure a new order of things,
which would bring them into line with the |
IAdelaide  school. and make them in all
particulars what they should 'be. The
whole work should be carried out as part
of a comprehensive scheme,  The council
alwavs thought, however, that the initia-
tive should be taken by the Government;
the council ecould not “work without |
money. Schools should be established
where required -— not necessarily in  all |
cases where asked for — and should be
subject to etrict regulation as to teaching
and examination.

No wou consider that Schools of Mines
could be better managed by the Education
Department or by the council of the School
of Mines?—The management Should be
exercised from the Adelaide school.  Oue
of its present stafl could do the work af
inspection better probably than any other
man in South Australia. -

Would it be wise to divide the control
of the School of Mines or to centre it
either in the Education Department or the |
council of the School of Mines?—0Of course
there.ig no reason why the Adelaide school |
could not be worked as an independent
institutica, but the ideal system would be
to work the city and country schools in

nnison.

Whilst an iating the waluable work
that has been done, should nof the council
now be made the supreme governing budy
£0 a8 to co-ordinate the work and bring it
to one standard of excellence, having subor-
dinate and local committess over each
school ?—That ia what I think should be
done, and 1 am eatisfied the system when
in operation wouli wive satisfaction to the
publie. It may surprise you to know |
that the council of the Adelaide school is
now the examining bodv for all subjects
taught at the Port Pirie school, and for
such subjects as reach the standard of the
Adelaide
Mount Gambier. Kanunda, and Gawler. |

In answer to Mr, Green, Sir Langdon sud

‘haye
‘trol,

in the country, managed

institwtion at the . schools at |

gsome vears ago the Minister of Education
decided to transfer the teaching of cookery !
from the Education Department to the,

ntrol of all educa-
Minister of Edncetion should
everything absolutely under his con-

Sir added that

tion ?—The

the emplo :
¥ reaped material ldnnz::'.'
: instruction given at the School of
Mines to apprentices, in'I'ne plumbers l:gﬁll
oo-operation wi
the sehool,  best resulds, He wus
aware what was being done in technical
education in Gm:ﬁ"“d other countries.

Mr. Green—Would it surprise you, then,
to know that I with others, have for two
ycars been at ing to get an interview,
with the iron tra on the ques-
tion of techpical education of apprentices,
but without success?—You surprise me, be-,
cause I should imagine that the benefits
"%ﬂd l:m m:aﬂi of the compulsory atten.

the question of the :
dance of boys at night tedhnical schools,
don’t you think that a boy who has been
at work all day should not be under the
necessity of attending & might school?—It
would be entirely to the advantage of the
boy to attend such & school if he did it of
his own free mll. T should think that when
once & boy discovered a JDF in his work
he would prefer to attend a night school
rather than be idling about the streets,

Do you agree that when an employer is.
partly responsible for the technical train-
ing of an apprentice he should be relieved
of “that responsibility if the boy does not
make satisiactory progress in his class?—I
agree with you there. In this connection I
may mention that of the 70 students from
the locomotive shops Inst year, only three
passed and have En'ne on with the mnext

ear’s work. Wa have to provide teachers
or the three while the others start again.
That adds to the expense of the school, be-
cause instead of teaching three we ought to
have at least 30 who had passed on.

In renly to the Chairman, Sar on
gaid in his opinion primary and high schoal
education should be carried on by the Edu-
cation Department, tgchnical education by
the School of Minss, with branch schools
by local boands,
and University education by the Univer-
gity, the whole to be under the control of
the Minister of Education,




