HIGHER EDUCATION.

-—-—’-—-—

SITTING OF ROYAL
COMMISSION.

——

EVIDENCE OF SIR SAMUEL
WAY.

e

The Royal Commission on higher edu-
cafion sat at Parliament House on Friday,
Present—Mr. T. Rvan (chairman), Hon.
F. W. Coneybeer, Hon. J. Cowan, Hon.
A. W. Styles, and Mr. F. W. Young.

BEGINNING OF UNIVERSITY.

Sir-Samuel Way, Chancellor of the Uni-
versity, sald he had been connected with
the Universify since its birth, and had
been Chancellor since 1883. The Uni-
versity had its foundation in a gift of

£20,000 from Sir W. Hughes in 1874, and |

he ‘said they had always endeavored to
make & modern institution. When it
started they wanted to grant degrees in
science, and that included the practical
application of the secience of anything.
He ‘did not think that in those days the
engineering degres existed. The consti-
tution of the government of the Ads-
iaide Univerity was more democratic than
that of any of the other universitres in
Australia, He did not exclude Queens

The Chairman—South Australia
are told. lost P;Fe;or E-nltlifnn 'ha:ca;:_

of the limited time which he had for

research work. :

The Wiinesse—There were two ressons,
First. he was offered a higm salary
in New Zesland; and, second, re were
two professors theres, and hé wanted to
do original work.

The Chairman—Does Professor Brown
E%'mﬂm time than Professor Salmon

; .

The Witness—I cannot answer that. I
think he teaches fewer subjects.

Mr. Young—He has four assistants
Now. |

¢times as many students.

The Witness—He has never complain-
el to me of being overworked.
Samuel Way went on to say that the
fessorship of history was founded in
1902, and to explain why Prafessor Bragg
retired in 1908.

The Chairman—It has been shown that
at least two desirable men have been
lost to the University, and that probably
they would have remained here had the

Government gone to the assistance of the |

University.

The Witness said that it must be borne l to
in mind that prominent men could not’

be attracted to a part of the world where
their scope was restrioted.

The Chairman—Do I understand that
one of the reasons for you saying that
i{s that you  consider that the Govern-
ment should see that more iime was
given for research workf

The Witness said that when Dr. Maw-
son was carrying out Iimportant work
they could nof help him. During the

LOSING THBE PROFESSORS. I

The Chairman—But ha may teach four F sented. \J

orme Vi xes. * Cliuiton, 8
amuel Wa d ha would be in favor
tion & oprpasniad. guv kb, ve
b Tontor s ey G RO

ades an - Co ‘bu

thought it was 4 body thut had 'ia view
those engaged in trades
and %tm' advancement of their interests. |
The Chairman—It is purely industrial

and not tical.
a ozs said that if the Trades
and Labor Council was a political body

he would vote against ita being repre-
sented. If it was an industirial y in-
terested in technical ‘education he could
s6¢ no reaton why it should not be repre-

Sir t
pro- |

Mr. Coneybeer—It is industrial pure
and simple. .

THEY. COUNCIL AND SALARIES.

' |was perfect. It was human. Years sgo

The witness stated that he did not for
'a moment consider that the Univessity

|1t wag looked upon as peing beyond uoe
|requirements of the community.

1he Chairman—That was an unfortu-
nate feoling. It was also unfortunate that
the feeling lasted for such a long while.
The witneas did not seeé any objection
a slight increase in the council, but
bhe cautionsly warned the board against
making the counocil'into a large body. In
dealing with the advisability of increas-
ing the¢ present salnne;fm at the Uni-
versity, he traced the salaries pald sioce
the University began. They had passed
through aedperi of bad seasons, and
were obliged to economise. The present
salaries were miserable ones. They were
not on the small scale of £600 a year be-
| cause of the ability of the professors. Two
of them had secured f[ellowships of the
Royal Scolety, and two had been taken

land and Western Australia, and if any
of the University men said that the Gov-
ernment herg was ulira-conservative, they
must have been speaking without a suf-
ficient knowiedge of the facts. In 1878
Mr. Apgus gave them £4000 for an engin-
ecring scholarship, the object of which
was to enable men who were graduating
here to go to Europe and America to

%ropnsagl expedition of Dr. Mawson = 3|
niversi could not give any financial
assistance because every sixpence " of
their funds was earmarked. i

THE MAWSON EXPEDITION.

_ The Chairman—May I take it as ecom-
ing from your Honor that if this commais-
sion went out of its way and proposed

to the other side of the world to occupy
-distinguished academic positions there.
The University of Melbourpe gave twice
the amount that Adelaide was paying.
I'he Chairman—Don’t you think 1t is
sweating to pay £600 a year when other
univeraities are adverfising for junior
men at £9007—No, it was not sweating,
because i we had the money we would

compiete their education in advanced ‘10 the Government to allow a few thou-  pav ti. |
science. He thought il of great value to sand pounds as a special subsidy t0  ° \What was Dr. Mawson receiving?—He
have répresentatives from the Chambers. 8ssist the expedition of Dr. Mawson, you got £400 a year.

would think wa were doing the proper
thingt
The Witness—I think youn would be

of Commerce and Manufactures or any
other body of that kind,
Mr. Cowan—Doesn't

‘Now do you not think that a man like
Dr. Mawson is worth morei—Yes; but I
will tell you why we gave him that. We

it mean, your

Homor, that the council is really more re covering yourselvea with glory M you| | igad ivi chair amongs

presentative than dﬁmmrnﬁ{:?} succeeded in doing what you say. If ?;;ﬂ n'.fi*gﬁm?ﬂgd";‘f&f 51 Ethem rh“a 3493

His Honor—You are quite right. noney were granted to the Uniyersity for |, vaar As far as salaries are concerned
tesearch work any mean who had views |y defy anybody to say we sweated.

ESTABLISHMENn OF PROFESSOR-
SHIPS. .

Continuing, the witness said that at the
foundation of the University there were
four professorships established. Sir
Thomas Eldef gave a donation of £10,000
towards the foundsdion of a school of
medicine, and in 1883 they estaBlshed a
chair of anatomy and a lectureship of
physiology. In 1888 they completed their
arrangements for a fuil medical course.
In 1884 the Hon, J. H. Angus gave £6000
iowardg the endowment of a chair of
chemistry, and the following yelr the
Angus professor of chemi¥’'ry was ap-
pointed. They really owéd the founda:
tion of themedicalechool to Professors
Stirling and Watson,

The Chalrman—Yes, wea all admit that
we owe a deep debt of gratituda to those
professors. _

The witness wenton to explain how the
school had been founded.

The Chairman—Young feilows from the
University Have said to me “The Univer
gity hax done a greas dea)l for us. Profes-
gor Stirling is a father to eoveryone, but
- wo could do so much more if the Ade-
laide Hospital would work in with the
University. It would give us a better
shance.” * That might be.

The Witness—That is a ques‘ion we
might deal with later on, Continuing,
Bir SBamua] Way said that in 1884 a chalr
of music was established and a muasica)

essor waa appo'nted. In 1890 a
essorship of law w-.a? established in place
of a lectureship of law, which had
in existence since 1883, In 1883 a law
school was established and there was
no branch of learning which had given
such beneficial effect to the profession.
The Unlversity turned out as good men
as there were in Australia, He was
‘quite sura otat!hthm wne nnft a Than ]:n

e ranks of the legal profession who
wouldn’t say that he would be a bett
man “bad a universty training.
The sugrestion that the university train-
ing should be extonded to a larger sec-
tion of the people would mean that they
gll gain by it., There was not
A uld not be the bettar for

. | l]l1.i'-.-|.—i
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Dr- Mawson’s expedition could be col-
lected within six weeks.

in 1908 the chair of mathematics and

in o

g

on higher eduocation wauld approve of 1it.
The Chairman—I think the money for

TEACHING ENGINEERING.
Continuing, Sir Samuel Way said that

hysics was divided. That was after
grnfms-nr Bracg left. Physics was then
taken by Professor Grant, and mathe-
maties and applied science were given to
Professor Chapman.

The .Chairman—Is Professor Chapman
a of engineering, then?
The Witness—Yes.
The Chairman—We have thought that

engineering was carried on at the Uni- .

versity, and we have received a ve
{reat. shock to learn that tha need existe
or a sum to be granted by Parliament
for the establishment of a chalr of engi-
nearing. -

AMENDING THE ACT.

The Chairman—Has the experienca of!
the University, Sir Samuel for the past
37 years shown that an amendment of
the original Aot iz desirable? 1

The Witness—Wa should have to
amend the Act if the commission should
recommend more rapresentation on the
council, and undoubtedly we want an
amoendment of the Act by authorising a
bachelorship of engineering. We are!
teaching engineering, but we cannot give
a special degree in engineering. We can
ginl Ei“i a dug:maﬂin science with a

a in engineering.
r. Cone b-nar—-DmaE not the School of
Mines do jilar work?

The Witness—Yes.

The Chairman—Do you find that the
members of the Sonate take an active
it%tt?m"’lt in the government of the insti-

st i

I it not true that Dr. Mawson bhad an
offer to go to anofher univer«tv?—I ean-
inot say. I did bear that £1420 was offer-
oed him and it was also Ssaid that if he
made application for the position he

{would get it

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATION.

| The witness put in a letter which stated
that the council members were unani-
mously of the opinion that thare should
be direct Government repreéseniation on
the council. It was suggested that the;
representatives should. be the Minister of |
E‘:{’uﬂntinm the Treasurer, and the Direc-
tor of Education. Regarding the ralsing
'of salaxies, it was desired to raisa them
so as to make a deduotion for the purpose
of making a retiring allowance, & re-
presantatives of the Government would
have a voica in that matier. They would
sit on the council as members of such.
It was their desire to put the Adelaide
University sbreast of the best universitieg
in the world, If they had the meney and |
saw the need for another cohair, such as
‘that of comparative literature, they
would have no hesitation in spending it
| Although the Universily had asked for a
minimum of £2300, if the amount was in-
oreased to £3500 the usefulnass of the in-
stitution would be very materially in-
reased,
TEACHING OF ENGINEERING.

In answer to further questions from the
Mrmoftha witness ;ﬂi that b:.:o
teaching of engineering never been
Eﬁlwteﬂ by t-hf tgemmm_,& thfmtm

pman was a head school,
which included mathematics. He had
been a lecturer on ering, and had

specidlly qualified. himaelt for’ the post-
tion. The subjects of engi &I
mathematics were subjects that




