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Professor John Cox, M.A., LLD. who| but S

- for 19 years was associated as Professor of
Physics and Director of Physical Labora-
tory,, with the McGill University, Mont-
real, Canada, and has been living in retire-

ment 1n London for two years, is visiting ©

Western Australia to deliver a scries of lec-
tures on university work. After his en-
gagements in the western State have been
completed, Professor Cox intends to visit
Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, and ‘Tas-
mania, and will return to England by way
of America. Speaking to a representative
of The West Australian last week, tbe visi-
tor smd:—*In the courte of my journey I
propose to visit nearly all the universities
in the British Empire. This will be of
more than passing interest in view of the
. #reat conference of universitiez to be held
m England in 1912, a most important event
both Irom an educational and an Imperial
standpoint. Questions of the greatest in-
terest will be ratsed at the conference, such
as the establishment of a common entrance
examination and the interchange of stu-
dents and teachers. Already Germany and
the United States exchange professors an-
nually, and the sending of the Rhodes
scholars to Oxford enables undergraduates
from all parts of the Empire to widen their
wiews and learn (o know one another in
common residence at Oxford. It is not yot
realized what an important part universi-
ties play in mational life. It is wonderful
m & young man's life to be a member of
some great public bodv during his mogt im-
pressionable years, 1f this were realized
universities wonld be more: liberally on-
dowed by private individuals and Govern-
ments. The McGill Univerasity. in which
[ spent 19 years in Canada, iz the ereation
af farsighted private individuals, About
100 vears ago a Scotch merchant left the
rndowment on which if was founded, and
gince a sucecesaion of benefactors, mostly
Scotch, have maintained and developed it.
Three hundred miles away is the great rival
University of Toronto, eatablished by the
province. The Provineial Government has
pet aside a definite fractiom of the death
daties of the province for the fulure en-|
dowment of ‘the latier institution.  This
meang that as the community grows the re-
sources of the university will grow with it.
Universities can only sncceed by  con-
 gtantly growing. hence it iz an admirable
arrangement when automatic provision 18
made for the increase of revennes with
the increasing growlh of universities.
One question to be disenssed at the con-
ference is that of pension funds. FEduca-
tion is not a monev-making profession. At
most nmiversities are nnable fo make pro-
vision for those of their staffs who have!
gerved them faithfully., In this respect
Mr. Andrew Coarnegie has given a les=on
to the w?lrld. Years ni!:m he g?vc £E,(I_'!}!},EHH
to provide pensiong for professors In a
Lhepuniwrﬁaces in the United States and
Canada, except those founded on a theolo-
gical basis or by State or provincial  Go- |
vernments. With these latter he did not
§pel inolined to interfere, but when after
the lanse of two years the States failed fo
establigh pension funds he gave an addi-
tional £1,000.000 to bring State universities
within hig scheme. These funds he offered |
as o free gift to what he called an under-|
paid profession which rendered the greatest
corvice to ihe State, and thus hag lifted
the burden of anxiety from many men of
emmnence and ability who, on the narrow
galaries usmlly offered, were unable to
make provision for the foture.” Referming
in some of the lectures ho will give,
fossor Cox remarked:—'1 am to take up
 gome of the in ing and exciting dis-
" poveriea of the last 10 years. It is singular
~ {hat the beginning and the end of the
‘nineteenth century were both marked by
- great outburst of fundamental discoveries
" “in naturn] science. KEight or 10 first-rate
| nnnvvzr!g ‘E'EE mndﬂi within o year q:d h-;q
. of 1800, an ¢ century wns occupied in
" Working ont their resulta. Similarly, about
1900, and for the decade which followed, a

= ce wns made in physical dis-
:|"'i: veriea, The X-rayx, radium, and radio-
Mﬁél%& have n?et the old notion regard-
. ing the atom, which used to be thought the
 gmallest thing in _existence, Connected
. Swith these di ea are others regarding

]

" the electro-magnetic nature of light, show-
{hose used in wirele Wﬂ % |
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at light exerts pressure. This
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1 DR. MAWSON'S EXPEDITION.
Mr, A. W. Piper, K.C., as Chairman of
the Adelaide committee of the proposed
Australasian antarctie expedition. = has re-
received £100 from Mr. C. H. Angas, and
450 from Mr. T. R. Scarfe, as contributions
to the expedition fund. Further subscrip-
Lions. large or small, are earnestly requested

by the committee, and mav b
. e sent ;
\'of 1t members.. 4 T
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MAWSON EXPEDITION.|

RAISING THE £12,000,

! LONDON, June 1.
The fund opened by Theé .Daily Mail at
the behest of Sir Ernest Shackleton, for
the raising of  £12.000 to aid Dr. Douglae
Mawson’s expedition to the.apdarctic, has
reached £11,500, >
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The Reﬁistm'r of the Adelaide University’

(Mr. C.
months leave o©

Hodgze) has been gran
3 L:Ibaence. and

for Enﬁand by the R.M.S. Malwa to-day.

' On Wednesday morning the University &

taff
met to bid him farewell. On their behall
Professor Stirling presented the regish-nqri
with a purse of soversigns. ITe referred t'lé]
the consistently equable temperament  of.
| Mr. Hodge, and assured him that he had.
gained and retained the personal friendship
and respect of overy member
He also spoke in laudable terms of the
services rendercd by the registrar to indi-

vidual members, often under trying eondi-

ions. Mr. Hodge, in reply, said that what-
E'n:r the pnel?gt’preunfad 1o, him con-!
tained. he would hold of greater value the:
sentiments _expressed  through
Stirling. While in England Mp. i
act ng one of tho delegates prmﬁa
the first U
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has been said, wit
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weld the men together., well 1
member the many good fellows 1 met
Sydney University.,  Their garb was un-
‘conventionil and, as academic costume was
'11:&1; Eﬁrmﬂ}' enforced }rr thgﬁi:{uf?m f-"l;l'.'
. cher was invariably omi except by
the wgirls, or in the Eanh offimal diction
Cwomen studends,” who simply loved the
headgear). the student compromiging by
wearing a gown with his ordinary hat. The
effect was cheerfully imcongruous, 1l
ab garden purties, official dinners, and for-
mal receptions was the undergraduvate seén
in his full uniform of solemn black. The |
spare time between lectures was spent in
semoking or chatting—some diligent ones
'would seek the library and pore over their
books—while any leisure hours in the after-
noon would be ass to sports. The
‘university teams were rare favourites with
the crowds, no mean jndges of pluck and |

e

skill. ©  Perhaps the undergraduale was
& boisterous person. He was inclined to |
‘nickname the great, and ‘Andy,” as Pro-

fessor T, P. Anderson Sfuvart (who has
been Dean of Medicine since the medical
school started) was playfully dubbed, was
but a mild term of familiarity. ore-
over, the undergradnate let his exuberance
go on commemoration days—never. how-
ever, in a fashion as boisterous as some
Scottish celebrations I have read of in
the last 12 months, But his faunlts were
few, his virtues many. As the in ous
and mnoisy ‘fresher’ grew to second estate
e toned down considerably; his wit be-
came more pungent, his lungs were less
in use. They were and are a_fine lot of
manly comrades, these ummn‘{ men of
ours, and they will make the Australian
history of the future a bright one indeed.
The universities of Australia bave already
a_fine record, but it is less on past records
that their success should be ganged than on

—

their present activity and future promise.”
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