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o palute the national flag was

- the Teachers' Conference at the School of

L one of many illusteations of the use of
symbols s & means of incul aling a sense
: ity and responsibility.'

d et children interested in the

‘of polities at sehool, they would be

Jikely o go on taking an in-
“the _"Ftﬁi!\!!_ﬁet-thpy had left.
age wns one of democrztic jnstitu-
 The democritic movement practi-
imm- and was completed in the nine-
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ment for zood und for cvil. Thev not only
Jasked the masses to eleet representatives,
jout 'b"u’ invited them to deciddé upon the
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{political—grew each year in number and
3 nk!ﬁt:r _These nroblems  were not
femote; they involved the most vital in-
(terests of the community and the citizen,
He sometimes wondered what the  his-
orian of the fature would have Lo say
Bl those who lived nmadst such fair scenes,
(When he looked at the horizon of the

i century. No ore adequately realised
mm?:m ilities of that move- |

| G,‘ ‘tﬂﬂ}ﬂ of national ~olicv. The pro-
lgms of life to-duy—=ocial, ¢conomie, and

futore. he saw the dark menace of grave
dangers which were even now taking
ghiupe.  'He saw a groat peonle passing |
throueh steinge ordeals, which would pu
s antéllicencé and ifs virtue to tests  so
severe that the uitimate issue was imnos- |

2 'ta foretell. . And he turned  from |

it vision of the future to ask what citi-
¢ons of to-diay were doing to prepare
themeelyes to cone awith the problems
vhich lie before them.  Rut the answer
& must leave to thosze who had the citi-

rens in the making.  (Cheers.)’ '
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE,
A e of the counecil was held on Friday at
p.m. Present—The Chancellor, the Vice-Cban.

yr, Rev. H. Girdlestone, Messrs, G. Brookman,
. Chapple, W, J. Islister, G, J. R. Murmy, S
o | Emith, S, J. <acohs,  Professors Stirling,
‘Rennie, and Mit&:tﬂ, and Dr. Hayward. Tho
sreport of the Facdlty of Medicine submitting re-
‘wiged list of marks for the ecxaminations for tha
3LD. and DB.S. degree was adopted, and the recom-
mendation that they be published for the informua.
“tion of students was approved. The report of the
Faculty of Music recommending that the Univer-
‘gity sghould Lear portion of the expanse of a visic
of & representative of the combined universitied
fo New Zealand in connection with the extension
‘of the scheme of public examinations was adopted,
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" eceived the irreducible minimum of traming

| the past 36 years the compulsory age had
. been 13 years, but the time had come wien
' it should be' 14 years, In New South Wales
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GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS,
OUTLINED BY MR. CONEYBEER. |
The Minister of Rducation, in addressing

Mives on Monday evening, dealt chiefly
with the provisions of tlic new Education
Bill which he intends to ask Parliament to
sanction during the present session. He|
gald on his recent visit to the eastern States
as a member of the Higher Education Com-
mission had taught him that to formulate
a complete system of education, unless they
built the foundations securely in the pri-
mary schools, the superstructure would e
unsound, and therefore that the carefully-
prepared Bill of last year was not in ad-
vance of their needs, If his fondest wishes
were realised by the Bill being pussed by
Parliament it would be of the greatest ser-
vice to the educntion of the children of the
State, and would for the rest of his life)
ive him the Jrniuund{mt satisfaction that
ﬁe had assisted in making it law. *
Essentinls of the Bill

In it were consolidated the esseniial prin-
ciples of the five Education Acts ol thej
years 1875, 1878, 1879, 1891, and 1905, u.nd[
in addition it embodied the experience ot
36 vears of working under their own sys- |
tem, and also what they learnt frowm uthﬂr}
States. They must all realise that their
schools existed only because they embodied
the desires of the people of South Austra-
lin. They were called public schools, he-
gauge it was the people who had created
them, the people who supported them, and
the children of the people who were taught
in them, (Cheers.) How could they bring
the influence of the people most effectively
into the schools? They had retained thetr
boards of advice, whose disinterested ser-
vices in the past bad perhaps never been
adequately recognised. and in addition they

would give the people the opportumnity tof

organise a school committes to watch over
the welfare of any single school, = Such a
committee would be appointed only with
the consent of the board of advice of the
distriet, and would then undertake the
powers exercised by the board for the par-
ticular school. Tn many districts it would
give an opportunity to parents and others
1o take a more direct interest in the schools
of their neighborhood, .
less than six members would be appointed
to watch over the destinies of Ingh and

Councils of not|

technical schools.
The Compulsory Age.

An important change would be noted In
Part 1L, which deait with the compulsory
age at which children should attend school.,
The time was past when any cavihised
community debated whether 1t was right to,
enforce compulsory attendance ut school.’
But they had ‘now to consider whatg was!
the lowest age at which a child could be al-
lowed to leave school, so that he had re-

for a citizen of South Australia, Dunng

14 vears had been the law since 1882, and it

had been so in Victoria since 1905, Could
South Australia afford to have
jta future  ciltizens Dbelow the e¢du-
catiopnl  standard of ifts meighbors?

The standard of education had also been
roised in the Bill, and undeér it it would
be necessary for a child 'to pass the fifth
class in reading, writing, arithmetic, draw-
ing, dictation, and composition. If they sue-
cceded in raising the age and the standard
of competency they would have an oppor-
tunity of rearranging their curriculum, in
some classcs at least, so as to make the
work easier for pupils and teachers, Ample
provicion had been made in the Bill to
allow the carryving out oi iis compulsory
provisions with justice tempered by mercy.
Sickness or poverty would be considerel
sufficient misfortune for a parent to labor
under without adding to his burdens by
prosecuting him for the unavoidable non-
attendance of his child at school, but the

rent who tried to dodge the faclities of-
ered him for.his children would be sternly

dealt with. Wealth could be produced inl
in Sooth Australia without|!

abundance u
child Iahor. To increase the wealth of
their State by leaps and bounds it was re-
quired adequately to gducate their children
g0 that they might grow up with both

vast rescurces imto wealth

minds and bodies trmned fo change their

\
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Caid  to - religious  bodies,  thix

Misy Spence, died, and o movement,_wia
the matter was brought before him, he fel
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the first State in  Australia, i
in the Empire, to mgr;-ﬂ‘:gﬁf ﬁ?-"f‘-'.' ion
tween State and Church. For those
for conscientions reasons, preferred
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their children to .mhmlﬁi-qnﬂnﬂ' ed on |
toriap lincs hie had every respect. They|
made sacrifices to support schools whichf
ceuld not form part of & national system ot
education, The rights of private

were not interfercd with by the Bﬂ.}' hera|
were few countries where private sohooly
had the same liberty granted to them as
was allowed in South Australin,  But theed
cculd not allow private schouls to be tsed]
as a subterfuge for children of parents whol|
wished to evads the compulsory eclaules
To what extent that had been done in the
past he wag unable to eay, but thers Ba
n rift which must be closed if all ehild
were to receive the herilage given them'be
a civilised State. Every  private schgsl
would be asked to furnish monthly relums
to the Education Department, giving (He
attendances of all pupils who were betwesn
the compulsory ages, and a refusal to grantl
such a modest request wdula, on a conyle|
lion at a local court, be punished with

fine.
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But he could safely prophesy Bt
there would be no fines mﬁic!ed; i
sistance asked for from teachers of private
gchools was light, and the advanta ?,'I.}'.ﬂ :
would gain by buving better attendance t {
their gchools would compensate them for
the time spent in filling up a few form
wpplied by the Education Department,

Higher Education and Technical Schools.

Higher primary and high schools _"{.
for pupus who had gained the [fth class
certificate of the primary school.  Manubl

LR,

training courses for boys would supply -
branch of education which had ben neg
lected. He expressed his satisfaction af
domestic economy being one of the subjects
iaught to mirls.  The country Schools of
Mines were termed in the Bill technical!’
gchools. The reason for changing the name
was obvious; the mines were far away from)
all except two of the schools, and the
nature of the knowledze imparted was |
not confined to mining, Clause 61 would
give the Minister power to provide boafd
and lodging for children who by reason of
the remoteness of their homes would not
otherwise be able to attend school. Power
was also given by another clause to ap-
point public school medical and dental offi-
cers, health inspeclors, and nurses to at-| °
tend pupils. (Cheers.) The Bill was|
urgentlv required to regmster ‘a mll','fl*:.
needed advance in the work.  Since last:
he met them lie had persuaded his cok)
leagues materinlly to increase the salaries
of the teachers in the state, and they were
now feeling the benefit which had resulted
in part from the seasons of pmsaiey'lfr
which had blessed this State, but also
art, irom an altered public opinion, which =
ad allowed the Government to pay their
teachers more adequately. (Cheers.) Since
those regulations were passed still further
alterations had been made, especinlly 10
connection with the salary of assistants,
and by a much-needaed provisjon for thein-
creased payment of provisional teachers.
The conditions of the bursaries and e!]il
bitions had also been altered, and the first
gtep had been taken to deal with the pro
blem of continuation schools.,  Under the
new regulation making a provisional sthool
one with an average attepdance of not
lesé than B, the teachers would know that.
they would receive a fixed salary of £80
per annum, and after one year's work that.
salary would be raised to £100if their
work wus satisfactory. In the case of
men the salary wonld be for the first year
£100, and for the second year £120. A
few of the men wonld ren_efe salames up
to £140 per annum. The p,ll_i#ﬂﬁ?ﬂ_
which had taken place in zonpégtion With,
senior exhibitions and Government bur
saries ecnabled the childven of parenis
with smell incomes to accept bursarics,
whi h previously were not avamilable on
account of expense, and to send smart boys
and girls to measure their strength 1o the
struggle for pre-eminence - amongst the
leaders and future rulers of the t-ll«% ol

| Other Scholarskips,
Two scholarships of greater

ue had
been awarded. There would probaply no
be one dissentient voice when he 53iC ot

up to the present the services of thﬂ
on, T, Priev to the Education .

ment had never becn adequately

nised, (Cheers.) The matier had lsin m

ce for some time, That great woman,
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to perpetuate her memory. W
was bis duty to say that bk
. 11%?
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