entol ‘every child over

rlandard,

il

‘extension’ of the princgle et

~Bilt, l= are mnhbd-ﬁ'
_ seven and under
nine years of age, provided there is a school

‘Within' two 1siles of their place of resi- |
donce,

and every child between nime and |
fonirteen if there 'ix & school within thres
miles, unless such child “is reeciving effi-
cient _iruutmr:ii-m at home or elsewhere.” |
or i been educated to  the compulsory
: Every child ro enrolled In po-
OQuired to '-I.'m in attendance at school on |
tvery oceasion when the sehool is open, |
tnless “reasonable excuse for non-atten- |
-L'm::r.- 12 shown.” Reasonable excusea wre, |
subjoct to the decision of the Minister. to
mclude rickness, danger of being afected
by infectious or  contagious discases, or
temporary  or permanent infirmity, and
any other unavoidable cause. Tt fs, how-.
ever, stipulated. thut a medical certificate
must. be prodnced if required by the
Mimstor

Desivable as it mndoubtedly i that at-
tendanes at school should be repular, these
provisions must e admitted to be in ex-
Crws 0f present requiretients. That they
would bear barshly on the poorer section
of the community is apparent. Why, for
instanes, should parents be made subject
te an obligntion to call in the family doctor
when a child 13 too unwell to attend school
but not seriously indisposed? In muny
such enages the mothier is both physician
and murse, gnd the hittle one receives all
the attention that 18 really necessary, But
there are other roensons than mckness for
gccnsional absence from schoo]l of which
parents arg quite a3 competent to judge the
meritx 28 would be the Minister or “‘any
person anthorsed by bim in that behalf."”
A mather surely entitled in cireum-
stanoos amking it necessary to avail her-
w0lf of such small services ax an elder child
may be able to render here An occasional
holiday muy be in the interest of the child
and 3 convenicnen to the ramily. The pro-
vistonsr of the Bill for the “estab-
lishmeny of higher primary and
higlt  ‘schools are'  distinetly  liberal,
and. will | meet nnumaediate roquire.
ments. Any public school may be declared
a higher primary school, and on this being
done the advanced clusses are to be de
voted o a two years' coumse in elementicy
seience nnd manual and doinestic subjects,
n addition to instruction in the ordinary
primary school subjects. High nchools may |
be cetnhlished only iu cases where there
wil] be.a probable attendance of not fewer |
than forty pupils who have obtained a |
fifth class certificaty or some other ap-|
]jmvrd :l'l‘lil.li.ﬁt.‘ﬂlil.}“‘ I
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Arrival of Dr. Mawson.

H—hﬂ-ﬁ

Detailzs of Polar Expedition.

1=

' Dr. Douglas Mawdon, of Adelaide, the
i Magnetie Pole, and

dircoverer of the South

who has beon in Englund making arrange-
ments for the antaretic scientific expedition
which be is to lead this year, returned on
Eaturday by the RAM.S. Morea, and was
welcomed at the Outer Harbour by many
of his South Austruijian friends. Dr.
Mawson, who appeared to be in the bost
of henlth, wax interviewed Iater by a repre-
penitative of The llegister in relerence Lo
the work which is engaging his attention.
—The Two Parties—

“I was late in bringing my project for
ward,” raid the young antarctic explorer,
Yand did not move in it uatil Januvary
lask, when it was necessary for me lo
leave for England. My reason for delay
was to allow Capt. Seott to secure from
Augtralia all the money he could for his
expedition, as it is right that the man first
in the field should be given a fair ehance.
[t will ba & lasting benefit to the Empire
it Capt, Seott reaches the south pole.
plans are very different to his. I sha
not elash with him, as I am wnrhnﬁ o
another ares, and for a different objec
Capt. Seott’s objective ia to securs &
i him & #peei
E.%-m an alwo to
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fied to judge, and T th"r'{‘:f k'tl:-""-:" re)
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DR. DOUGLAS MAWEOX,

‘a8 that of Auwstralin or any country with
| & more temperate climate, but in ita own
particular way it will certainly have a
tuture. The part of the land holding forth
most prospects 15 thut nearest to the con-
tinent of Australia, It is to that part
that my attention will be especially  di-
rected. Australia, if she will seize the
opportunity, has a chance to lay claim b
exploration to a large area of this terri-
Lory.
—DPlana for the Expedition.—

“My object ia to proceed to this coastline
most adjacent to Awstralin, to make charts
and plans of its boundaries, and to collect
ecientific data as far as possible, Our party
will be better equipped for that than any
other which has set out, It ia a scientific
expedition, fathered and backed up by the
Australasian Association for the Advance-
ment of Ecience, and I have so far left no
rtone unturned to gecure the best pro#pects
by the wie of suitable instruments and the
moat careful sclection of stafl, I do not
intend to spoil the ship for a ha'porth of
tar, and everything iz solid and of the
best.  Thercfore, 1 expect that the ener-
gics of the commitiee and myself in Aus-
tralia during the next few months will
complete the arrangements satis{uctorily.
Before leaving for England I had the as-
rurance of strong financial support from

five leading" citizens = of Anstralia,
the hearty co-operation and backing
of the Australasian Association for the

Advancement of Science, and the sympa-
thies of the lcading members of ths Federal
Government, As I had not secured the
Government backing at the time of my
arrival in Fngland, when it was necrssary
to go forward with the plana, 1 was in'n
rather diflicult position, and only through
the powerful astistance of Sir George Raid,
Lord Denman, Leord Northeliffe, Sic Ernest
, Shackleton, and Mr. W. A. Horn ({ormetly
of South Australia) that I conld make im-:
portant progress. Althoogh I had delayved
definite steps in purchasing and equipping
a versel, the time eame when, if loner de-
ferred, the projeet would have {0 be aban-
doned until next year on account of the
acasort.  JKnowing what sleps are being
taken in Europe towards securing portiona
of the antarciic continent for' fore'gm na-
tionn, I felt I wns doing right in stepping
buldly forward and purchasing and equip-
ping the Aurorn.
—The Ship Purchased.—

“The little vessel Aurora ix one of the
finest of her class. She carmies about 650
tons of eargo, was bnilt in Dundee of teak
wood. and i practieally a sister ship of
the Terrn Nova., now under commission by
Capt. Seott in antarctio work. °“Her ma:-
ter i= Capt. J. Davies. who commanded
the Nimrod. The Aurora 18 a roomy ves.
gol, aquite diferent from the size of the
Nimrod. which carried Shackleton’s expedi
tion., The success of that party was par-
tially paralysed throngh mot having suf
fieient room, and if it had had a ship of
the capacity of the Aurora, T believe
Shackleton would have reached the pole—
the eramped quarters on board having heen
respongible for the death of scveral ponies.

—8upport in the United Kingdom.—

“An spoon as it became Known that a
Dritish antarctic exped tion wus o pros
coeil routh, many of the old and well-
ostablished firma in Eurépe kindly offered
substantial donations of thair wares. 1o
this way the greater part of the provisions,

i 1
and a considerable amount of other genera
equipment, has beon roecived. have

vioadlantly refused to  take FEnglish or
farelgn prepamtions of similar clisses to
those produoced on a large meale in Aus-
tralin or New Zealand, so that the Aus-
tralinn producers would not be debarred

Geographical Pole, and he has taken 1v the exnadition.

i io e
HM;.;WH,] ﬁf&“}i Nherality. hnt found it nﬂgﬂ_ﬂ;ﬁ Gl 3

{ a fine opportunity of demonatmting the
vr.::ﬂ:n of their goods.  Such r:::-mm-:uhtm:
as spirts were offered on a mest “hm:].
geale: in fact, we could almost have floats
the Aurora in wh;:'llw.dfnr a;ﬂrr:d*w;::‘m
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her sails. ﬁkﬁ"‘ er Hobart % '
bourne and Sydney to collect oxreo. and if
theee i time she will visit ﬂuﬁ
hefore returning to Tasmania, We
te oo somth from Hobarl about the end
November. and expect to maka our firet
‘bane 3t the 158th parallel of east lonei-
tude,  After landine one party there the
rhip will proceed west. making plins of
the coastline, About 500 miles westwa
of the first depot it is Intended to Wnd,
n second and smalier party with another
hnt, and ta allaw them to winler serarately
from the rest, The Aurora wili then
procesd further westward, with the hope
of landing » third party another 500 miles
frem the recond hama, Tho= about 250
miles of coastline will he divided inta four’
rections bv the three depots, and aledgzing
parties will protesd eart and wesrt and make
enrvevs, and geologienl and other sciene
tifie examinations. 1 expcet to land wtlh)
the first pariy. as we will have a larger
sientifie programme o carry oot there,
After dropping the third party the ship,
coal permitting, will nroered forther wost-
"ward, and make additional iovestimations
in sntacetio waters. When the coal is
used un she must ‘proesed north, the lati.
tudes where the sirong weeterly winds wmill
'bring Fer to Auctralian waters. and we ex-
rect she will ret to Fremantle early in
Apnl, 1912, There she will load with ccalld
She w1l ool remmin jdle, but will be em-|
 plovedintakingeystematicroundings, drede- |
irr:.', and other rscr-:r.nr:r:ph'rﬂ Irvey w.'_:r'l.*;-
on a zigrar course as far south as the ice
will permlt her to go.  She is p:ld"‘..i:-.-u:-1
Intly | well  fitted out for this work.'
No ship has ever been in those waters with
a better equipment. The Aurora, with,
scientific apparatus, supplied partly by the
Admiralty. and Iargely by the Prince of
}Tnn:w'g; who is Eni enihuosiast in oteano- |
graphiéal researeh. T epenj a day with the!
latter in Paris, apd be ppinfed: out that
‘ there is abeolntely nothiog known of the
| eeiontifia conditions bf the grealer part of
the Southern Ocean. and there isn scarcely |
n sounding yecord In reference lo iL |
Az that particelar part of the ecoastline
along which we intend to operate hasz not!
heen visited befors we are much in doubt|
as ta how our work will have to ba con-
docted. YWhen on the Nimrod we saw 50/
yriles of this pew land, but i* has not been |

{landed upon. and tha conditfons are vrob-|

I ahlr differsnt from those in the neighbonr
hood of M=Munrdo Sonnd. where the pre
vions expeditions have wintered.

—Sledze and Aeronlane—

‘“For sledging purposes I intend to -
strict myﬂ:-l? to dogs, as sledzing over sea
ice with ponies is not sale. Ave mo-
cured 50 dogs.from Greenland, some of the
best leamz available, which were selectad
for me by the Danith Government. For ex-
vloratory work and for depol laying. in the
event of d surfase being met with, [
bave chtained a_ combined aeroplane and
motor sledge. In ball an hour this can
he ennverted from a fiying machine to a
eledge, and vice ver=a. It is the heaviest,
but the best monoplane made, being con-
structed of nicke! steel, and it s the make
that scems most likely to be adopted by the
British military authonties. I have lefi in-
etructions for it to be =ent on to Ausiralia
at an early date, 80 that demonstralions
of its capabilities ean be given in the Com-
monwealth,. The demonsirations iwill b=
of value to our own defence officials, T
| have taken air trips myvself, but it would
be n=eless for me to take an appliance of
this kind if I were not prepaped at the|
eame time to escurs the services of a tho-|
roughly aualified awviator, Thia has beaen
done, and Tdent, H. E. Watkins of tha
Feeex Negiment, who has been fiving for
three vears, and in that time hax taken nni
3 paesengers, if in ebarge of the aere
nlane, which will earre a pa=senger in ad-
dition tn the driver and a eood deal of gear,
Lirul, Walking was desery :
hame YWhite aa ‘the safest flver in =~
land.” Mrs, Seott, the wife of Capl. Scott.
|12 an enthusinst in aviation, and zhe imhurd
me with' the idea of neing the acsranlane,
and aleo arrnesd for both Lient. Watkins
and his machine.

—Posats for Anstralians.—

““As I always intended, I have kepi prac
tieally the whole of the poaitions on the
stafl free for appointments to be made by
nomination by A special compomtice af the
Australasian Association for the Advanes
ment of Science. All thess are to be filled
by Australians, but I had to appaint five
specialists, viz, the aviator and a speemialist
in molor engines; Dr. Merlz, a champion
Swiss icoman, who has been spending six
weeks with the Prince u&}lmnm in the
Melditerranean, perfecting himsealj in dredg-
ing, wmounding., and other deenssa work:
Mr. Frank Wyld, an expert ol who
wWas a m f the
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ime of sailing in # ng the co-opera-
hn:m of Australians in the work, 1 am cof.!
vinced that this exploralion is going to be
of permanent advant to Australia, and
it will afford the world an ovporiunity
seoing. what Austtalians can do, The pro-
joet s woll founded and wall set out and
| T foel confident that the reaidents of the
Commonwealth will not allow it to lanzish
for want of funds when the conditions
have been explained to them, In London
I found the peaple moat enthofiastia, ml
high-minded project hax done '%ndi ta hning
Aurtralia prominently before the conntries
of Eurove, ! are hlq'lrﬁt nudlh_c.; (i.-:m—
onwealth in- a mew light, and ) B
freah iden to them that Ausirulia It ritons
al to investizate and elaim now L
Gy Denman, the new Governore

¥, | par-
), me some money for the ex-
vesition, and (hen went to the rﬂﬂﬁfnﬁ %
Fevomr with the rerlt that it voted £2.000

iy of the Aurora.”

towardd the purchase




