The rﬁintrnductinn of the amﬂnﬂing |

End mnmlidutjufr Education Bill in the
ammuh]y early in the present session
fords a welcome proof of the Interest
{ the Government in educational ques-
tlous and its desire to place the men-
fure ‘on the statute book without de-
ay.  Since Mr. Coneybeer explained
':l’.iq proposals to the House in Novem-
ser last legislators and the public gene-
'-‘111:.' have had the opportunity tn
ae-h*:h them carefully, and to decide
vhat ought to be done with them.
fheir minds on the. matter would pro-
Wbly have been made.up but for the
ificial enquiry now being prosecuted
elatively to higher edocation and the
irovision of means by whioh State
¢hool children may ultimately obtain
‘Iniversiuy training., [That investiga-

L touches upon the conduct of pri-
IHLI"S education and the preparation of
pupils for “highep” learning: and, if
its scope Is to be Still more widely
extended, as is proposed, it may throw
the whole of the slate system of edu-
cition info the “me Iting-pot,”” Twao
OF three years would conceivably be
occupled in accumulatine  evidence
dealing largely with personal questions
iand contlictine views regarding depart-
' mental management and rival methudq
Of teaching. 1If a royal commission is
thoroughbly to overhaul our educational
cstablishments withh the view of pre-
paring co-ordinated schemes of tech-

nica . and hizher mstruction, and to
correlate  the varlous, grades of
sclhiools, plausible reasons may

beé advanced for postponing  the
adoption  of fresh legislation
until the commission shall have issued
its report.  Yet no thoughtful person
would dare to predict that the Minister
would find it worth his while to hold
his Bill in suspense, or that there ds
the least likelihood in the near future
of any common - agreement being
reached by experts concerning the edn-
catlonal needs of the community,

In the eduecational fleld there is con-
stant unrest. Nothinze Is taken for
granted. Every theotry, moile,
atage of preparation: comes under re-
wview, and is searchingly criticised.
rchools are necessarily costly,
villue received from them is often ques- |
tioned. It Is unaatisfactory that in
South Australia the number of Indivi-
dunl puplls (52,929) in attendance at the
Stute schools last vear was 400 fewer
than in 1909, and that the dailly ave-
rage attendance (37.048) showed a de-
creage of 707, Complaints are some-
times mad by employers and others
that the instrnetion <iven does not
appear to be efficient, The reply of
teachers to this charge iz nsnally that
ithe currienlum I8  overcrowded, and
that the period of schonl life of the
children nnder thelir eare is too brief.
They claim, however, that the effect of
r'tha school work tells with most of
the puplls to o much greater degren
than formerly, and that failures are
jobservable only In the cases of children
L who attend irregularly, or who are
| 'eni:nlly dull.or constitutionally incom-
_DEtent. The object of the E{Iumtlnnl
Bm Is not to improve the quality. ol
tmchlng, but to proﬂde tenchers
_pl]pﬂi with fuller opportunities of
mparting and  recelving  valuable
wledge 'ilild Araining, and, inciden-
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36 years the *“compulsory'"

‘\neizhbours; but onr boys

‘assist the children to take their proper

\'teachers, besldes hindering their own
ymental and moral training,

'able excuse can be =iven for non-

~Ample provision 18 apparently made in

ic:tmﬂldﬂn‘fd A suflicient misfortune for

During the pAsE
age haa’
been 13 years, and the BN Proposes
to make it 14 years, 1In New South
Wales 14 years has been the law sinco
1882, and in Victoria it has been so
since 1905.  There is no ground for
Supposing that  South  Australisns
whose educatlon is limited to that
given by the State suffer any disad-
vantages compared with thelr eastern
and girls
should greatly benefit by remaining at
school another year, and being required
to pass through the fifth class. By
extending the schoolgoing age from 6
to 14, in place of from 7 to 13, the
lnw will lessen the anxieties of teach-
ers and enable them 1o aeccomplish
vastly more useful work. It will also

‘Emte nndemmngs

place as citizens and Industrialists.
The existing provision which permits
of a weekly attendance of four ﬂzl}’ﬂr
only is grossly abused. 1In the metro-|
politan area numbers of healthy chil-
dren may be seen playing in the streets |
Or open spaces during school hours. |
Although costly schools are open to.
them, and lessons are being given, they
can with impunity ° waste one day
weekly out of the five, and thus dislo-
cate and delny the tasks of the

The fault
in such cases must be charged to negli-
zent parents or guardians, but the duty
of the State is eclear. TUnless Teason-

attendance, the children should be re-
quired to be present at all the lessons. !

the BIill for the applieation of the com-
pulsory principle mercifully, as well as
iustly. Sickness or poverty will be

a parent to labour vnder withont add-
ing to his burdens by prosecuting him
for the unavoidable absence of his

cumsatances, if their health and eduoen-
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Iqua]lfying in yarious branches of Know-

child from school. In exceptional ecir-

tional interests were properly safe-
guarded, it should be possible for chil-
dren to render temporary assistance In
the home, in the garden, or on the
farm. On the whole, however, the
publie will endorse the proposition that
wealth ean be produced in abundance
in South Australin withont child la-
bour, The most contentions clauses in
the Bl relate to the rights of private
schools; but the Minister is justified
in insisting on the principle that the
discipline of 'those Institutions and
their standards of teaching, with the
produects of their work, shall be equal
to those demanded of the State-sup-
ported schools. It svould be a grave |
misfortune if private Institutions be-
came popular because of the facilities
they afforded for allowing children fo
remain compamtively ignorant. = Part l

"J’II of the Bill introduces a notablt-_
departure in the direction of secondary
and technical edocation. Puplls who
have galned the fifth-class “primary™

cortificate will be offered the means of

ledge, and of training the brain and the
bands for service. Manual COUTSES
for boys will supply a bmnﬂi of adum—,
tion which in the past lmp beqm - neg-
lected, and girls will app tely

taught domestic economy.
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authority, with full power n'l.' control.”
This conclusion acecords with common-
gense, but the Minlster still shrinks
from putting the advice into practice.
Having proposed to assume the control
of the country Schools of hﬂm, he
ought, for the sake of giving complete-
ness and harmony to his scheme, to
include within it the School of Mines
anfl Indostries in Adelaide. The ex-
ception is obviously equally ﬂlognml
and unaccountable, '
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OUR EDUCATIOLAL SYSTEM.
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About unc-ﬂght.h of the total population
of the State is being instructed in the
public and provisional schools. At the
same time it is receiving impressions and
passing the greater part of five days a
week under influences that will prodoce
permanent effects. As these npomtmns
take place at the most plastic period in
the. formation of character, and extend
over a term of several years, nothing for-
ther is reqmrtd to imndicate their immense
importance in relation to the life of thal
community, Reference was recently made
in these columns to the generally encour
aging character of the latest report of the
Minister of Education, and the defails it
supplies amply sustain that favorable
Judgment, ‘In a matter of this kind it
is obvious that statistical records do mot
completely represent current  conditions.
They are furnished in sufficient measure, |
but, from its very nature, what is of the
most wital importance eludes tasulation. '.
One cannot schedule such things as apti-
tude for teaching, entbusiasm for a pr:-'
fession, consciousness of responsibility, in- |
terest .in using opportunities, and a sympa-
thetic spint; yet it is on these that spe-
cess depends far more than on materal.ap-

pliances and an up-to-date apparatus. The
personnel of the system counts for infi-
nitely more than the plant, essential
though that may be, and possibly trans.
forms what otherwise might ,degenm'
into merely mechanical routine by the infu-
sion of a living force. The only way to ob- .
tain a fairly correct estimate of thedeg'rl:e
of efficiency attained, regarded in this as-
pect, and subjected tuthmtest,nhr
means of impartial and experi cbservation.
The supervigion of the work ascertains its
value, and its results are embodied 1n the
inspectors® reports, which cover the entire
area. ~ These reports, as well as those of
thes Minister and the Director, are well
worthy of careful study by anyone who
would form a comprehensive opinion of the |
system as a whole. Through them it is pos
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motion, its effectiveness, and its dtﬂeda,‘
the forees that sustain it as a going con-
cern, tnd the eatisfactory character or
otherwise of its outpur. JIn addition to
the data which form an indispensable
basis for culculation, there is presented to
us a kind of educational landscape, with
its lights and shades. Cod

In examining the mass ol interesting

materia] thus compiled for pubﬁu informa-
‘tion one of the first mtprmum pruduuatl
|1a that of mdo:...'.['hm 18 d;uﬁncb :m-
dividuality in ‘the ispectors’ mmnm:n,a,
which do nut follow a sterectyped fb:tn,
‘and vary materially in mﬁ |
as stﬂe No onme is more ﬁhlyﬁ -
is room for rnirmmmt
who chmnh Iigh :dula and hm; he ap-
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