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C“PLATO, THE LITERARY ARYIST.”

| Professor H, Darnley Nawlor, M.A,, sad

that according to the opinion expressed by
Mr, Benson, he had no right to be there,
for he bad had the msiortune fo be
brought up I a clasacal school "and 1o
|lenrn Greek accents:: {Lavghter.)  Among
his - ideals of educationr wux one that af
sliould. teach svmpathy with  everything
that deserved sympathy. — He asked them
| to sympathize with his ‘poor ideals, and
|| the ideals of a nation to whom they owed

everything  they were to-day in literatuore,
in art, m seience. and in education.  (Ap-
plauze.) = All fus life he had beenw ateacher,
and nothing gave hin  greater pleasure
than to speak to or aith the ‘members of
his own profes<ion, = Therefore he wis de- l
“Phighted to addeess them that mworping, il f
M thongh his “Himless remarks”—(laughter)
—were upon MPlato, the hterary artist.”
f{he story was told of the ' [amous  Dr.
Jowett, with How much' authority he conld
‘Inot &1y, that on one octpgion  he " was
lunehing with an enemy of classical study.
The viands were choice and the wine goodl.
The master of fBalliol.grew confidential
and at last Durst out withsEF mustsay,“hut
for heaven's sake don't repeat it. that [J
sometimes think Plato a hh’. of n fool.’” That |

wis a dangerous heresy from the hps. of -
one 'who knew more nbout Plato thun any 1
man of his own generation.  He would

leave-the heresy to be dealt with by his col-

league, Professor Mitchell, But it was not

of Plato the metaphysician that he intend- |
od to spenk. What he propesad 10 deal !
with was his marvellous power ns o literary |
artist. Whatever the fate of Plato as a/
philosopher there could be no doubt that |
go - long a8  ltemiture existed men
would read - his  “Defente of ' No-
erates?  and  lis  descuption. of the
death scene as given  in  the Phaedo
{ with all its incomparable dignity and pa-!
thetic cloqnence.  Plato uever obiraded |
hiis own persanality jn his cliaracters,  So-

crates mehit be (his aponthpicce, but still
it was a Socrates who spoke, That was a
really great achievement in literature. Ie,
took the famous symposinm, or dinner
party, & work which had been oo long
nerlected by English readers. It was never
read in schools or universities for reasqns
| sohich might do hénote to English. prudery,
| but certainly not to their English \éudg-n
ment. 1f they omitted o few pages, wWhose
abeence was no loss, they had what seemed
o be one of the most vivid pictures of
Gireek life known to literature, After hav-
ing quoted extracts Professor *Naylor de-
monstrated how Plato displayed his gemus
for charaeterization, and concluded, s ad-
dress with a powerful word picture of the
death of Socrates.” . vl b o
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CONCLUDING SESSIONS.

. _ |
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS, I

- The Teachers’ Conference was resumeq
at the Trades Hall on Wednesday morn-
ing, with the President (Mr. W. H.
Cherry) in the chair, "
—Comments and Suggestions.—

In his olficial address the President said
he wanted to enquire into how they could
do the best work in their schools, The
teachers were an organized body of men‘
and women, working under the Government
in the cause of education, Their especinl |
work was primary education, but as the
majority of children attended no other,
school after leaving the State School 1t was
of importance that their work should be
dene in the best manner. He was thank-
ful the day had gone when failures in other

' callings could enter the ranks of the

teachers,  (Apnlause.) Tt was essential

‘that they shou d ascertain whether teachers
awere trained asthey should be. Bevond u.rgu-
the edu-

ment the State was responsible for 1
cation of its citizens, and the hArst step in

‘that direction was the training of the tea-

vchers,

_He did not suggest that South
Australia was not getting proper value for
the money it spent: the question was—Was |
it spending enough?

—Training a Teacher.—

. Looking at the system, a boy or girl -.i'_ha,'

hud passed the compuisory standard gerved

‘in a school. either as patd or unpaid mom- |

tor, where the head teacher had little time|
to devote to instructing him how to teach.
He had the chance to pick up mothods by
practising in the school, At ‘the end of
a vear, if successful in passing the en-
trance examination. he was admitted to the
Pupil Teachers' School, where he worked
with a view to passing the Junior and
Senior Examinati®ns of the University.
''he same work took some of the brightist
exhibition hoys at the best secondary
gchools three vears, The ombryo teacher
then returned to the school whence he
came for practical teaching for two years,
and at the same time he had to keepup his
studies by taking one or more special sub-
jeots with the object to quality 1or Univer-

sity examinations. He was responsible to
the head teacher for 30 or 40 children, and
the head teacher had to give him instruction
on two mornings cach week in  the prh:ga
ciples of teaching. If the repfris werd
satisfactory he then entered the University
for two vears, where he took up some of the
gubjects of the arts course. 1f he was clever
and a good student. he had at the end of
his term done a great deal toward secwnng
his B.A. degree, and then he became a
classilied teacher, and was appointed to a
school. where he was entrusted to instruct
70 children. During his University carecr
he attended some of the best schools to sec

Jessons given, and to give them himself, bat
the main object was ltterary.

—Something Wanted.—

-

That was the system now in ﬂlﬂuu,-ln&
it conldh noti ibe. denied L thaE
- —— T N O R _._...!mgm- Jor
NP b - PR L and was generally
TX AND SCHQGL a‘lnieﬁl!ter_thun the system it had s nersed .
. %t-. needed, hﬂwurfnlm‘t.‘in -;qnulema:i.tad
by n practising school with a r ‘
nl:.!frmpcged of»the best teachers obtainables
under whose guidance the student could
apply the principles he had lenm in the
lecture hall. (Applause) Still. that wis
sity (Dr. o mat| o) ch, IRt B ':-;-“J-'
l 1&‘:“““‘“‘ o I‘“‘ wou
* S “lﬁ ﬁ-tthq.fnnht intl;'.lt;- L pr
. He did not propose to LUK abOUL TUERES
 but rather to deal with ghe practical 8ic
b Qf HJ - '1\.:; [ I,r‘,"1\-"r' 'L".-?:I‘I. a{ﬁ-ﬂl.' I-ﬂr# ]
b - WO . ' r:'l‘._:. .:.l__.[|__: :[:r;r ‘FJT' l:_:"_ :‘F _Ln. i !
I ﬂ'?‘i'ﬂ' : "':"':.‘:‘_*-"'-"",‘::".'4-';;'.'1'“-,1—-.1-_-.'--- g wuse it v

i ol “

G b

. In addressing the assembled audience at
‘the concert held last night in connection
with the South Australian Public Teachers’
‘Confereuce, at the Conservatorium of Music,

ho ViceChancellor
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