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~ The Register to-day prints a memo-

rial from the Music Teachers’ Associn
tion to the University Council relating |

dissatisfaction existing in the profes:
sion on its account. The Associution,
which represents @ large proportion of
the music fteachers and numbers more
than one hundred members, requests--
“(a) That the minimum nnlnual fee pay-
able by students of the Conservatorium
‘| e raised to sixteen and a half guineas
| Tor one principal subject together with

there be but one grade of fees for all
students; and (b), that those members
of the Conservatorinm at.x[f whose ser-
viees durmn- term time are Eutreiy ut

the disposal of the Council shall at all
times be precluded from accepting out-

Australia, save in  such  very excep-
tional’ circnmstances as  the  Council
may erak gpecinl | permission, mxd
' that . thig  principle be  an  ex-
press  stipulation in all Tature éngage-
| ments with the said staff.”" Apart from
| the bearing of the suggested restrie-
tions upon competition with private
enterprise, the memorial revives the
larger question concerning the true
functions of the Conservatorinm. In
The Register of September 3 Professor
Peterson (Ormond Chair of Musie, Uni-
versity of Melbourne) dealt in an illn-
minating smanner with the subject of
Universitics and Musiedboth historically |
and practically; and the substance of
his argument was that higher educa-
tion in. mnsi¢ should be confrolled by
Universities under conditions similar
to those prevailing in connection yrith
other branches of eulture,  Nowhere in|
his article did the professor contem-
plate & University engaging in primary |
and secondary instroction—a mistake ¢
which,, committed through the Elder|

. e

to the Elder Conservatorium and the |

the usual secondary subjects, and that

side professlonal engagements in South |

| serviutorium

Conservatorinm, the Register pointed] |
~out in the beginning. Our recent visitor
noted In passing that the original
nieaning of “Conservatorium’ was hos-
pital, That word conveya the ides of,
nursing, but the Adelaide Universit

extended in music to Inclode “nursery!™
Mr. Bryceson Treharne, [n g latter pub-

ception to Professor Poeterson's exclu-
slon of elementary trainiog from the

has woll tlre donbiful distinetion ofd
having lad the definition facetlously | 1+

lished in The Register, has taken ex o

| Conservatorium sphere, and has urged

ident properly grounded in the em;llmt
stages Justifies the Innovation, '
All Unlyeralty authorities rightly |n-
glst that quldntﬂa-taf' graduation In
| every course ghall show proficiency awl
fitness to recelve the higher cultore:

.

that the Impertance of having the stu. !

to qualified teachers,.and in this mat-
ter the time Is ripe for a moyvement not
alonedin music.

prise; but, owing to clrcumstances
which need not here be discussed, and
doubtless with the best gnd kindest In-
tentions, the fund has been partly
1diwr!ed, and outside teachers natu-
rally complain of a competition which

was never conteroplated by the bene-|

factor, and which is unnecessary and
in opposition to sound university prin-
ciples. While these conditions pre-
vail it Is only reagonable that the pri-

vate teachers shonld (daim such restrie- |

_tinns of the competition as are men-
tioned in the memorial. The patronage

contnined in the Music Teachers’ Asso-|

‘clation relative to University examina-
\tions is sufficiently valuable to ensure
(for the requests the fullest considera-
| tion; but it is obvious that, if the Con-
were limited to its troe
function, the matter of fees would be
no concern of the outside teachers—un-
less, indeed, it were to bring them to
the lowest point in order to encourage
students to pass through the secondary

A _ﬁnivgﬁim may control all preparatory.
| Instruction by offering’ gpécial facilities

The Elder Conserva- |
torium was founded on & bequest clear-.
i 1y intended to promote advanced musi-|
cal ealture and supply a training m-.'h.i-:.-h:T
{was beyond the scope of private euter-

stage.
' duce university fees, and not raise them
—t{o abolish them rather than that
higher education. should bear any
stigma of cast, |

As Ruskin has observed, a duty of,
the* community concerning intellectwall
art is to discover its talent, which 18
always limited in quantity, and is ever

 distributed In the most unlikely places
~among all classés, It follows that odu-

cational faecilities should be made as
free, as comprehensive, and as effective
a8 circumstances permit, Capacity '.l:n:.nT+
reach standards, not to pay hizh fees,

should be the qualification for admis- |
sion to the University or the {"uusurﬂ-
| torilum and any other branch 1w1rl~.!11r-'
On & proper university basis. Painful

experience has shown that examinms

tions as they are cunﬂucted are l'ar:
from satisfactory as a test of capacity.

- Fortunately they need not be the ol

nlmmaﬂve, though they appear as such
.Mlsl:mllﬁ In the Uniteq States the
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U nh*c-mtt._vnnlhurl ties inspect sn:-ﬂum]nn'
schools, and where they are satistied
with the competency of thelr staff's and
¢ efliclency of thelr methods the in

| stitutions are registered. From thesc

students are admitted to | Uuiversity/
courses  without qualify Ing e:umlna-
tlon, on the certiticate of the head
masiors attesting uﬁnnl'mer and fit-
‘mess. Thé plan, which (according to!
Fmﬂnmbmﬂ'man] answens adwirably,
might well be adopted here in connec-

but they leave it to other institutions
to supply the preparation. From this
role music llhm:lld not be exempt. It
may be quite correct, a8 Professor
Petorson ind.lenten. that  soecon
munlgul e;lm':ﬂtlnn in Australia I8 “in a
qta ot the most hopeless palpmq. con-y
! m thus It mny~muﬂm Iy
obst i ‘1\“ ﬂlqum ﬂll'ﬂll;?' -',tl'ﬁ
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dary | those under ‘nﬁw of self

The modern tendency is to re-|

roasonablencss of the argument that

the regular Un!rerail;p' staff shonld J:Int;
accept outside protena!nnnl Cngage-
ments 18 too obvious to require n:*:lll:m:ﬂ‘:ll-'l
tion. Thelr leisure should e conse-
crated to research and Increased offi-
clency.  Still, the Council will he wim
when making any rule on the uuhjwt
—a8 has been fairly ﬂuggesteﬂ by thn
Music Teachers’ Association—to re-
serve fo itself the right to allow any’

Yof the Co nmn*ntnnum stafi whose "|

exception in the public interest. '

=
pl—— e g

'L‘Lé\ﬂ»t\lww &Lt} 0 «“"

| MUSIC TEACHERS' ASSO-
CIATION. |

THE CONSERVATORIUM STAFF,

REGISTRATION OF TEACHERS.

The September meeting of the Music
Teachers' Association was held at Wood- |
man's on Saturday night, Mr. C. J. Stevens |
presiding,  After much discussion it was
unanimougly decided to send the following
memorial to the Council of the University
of Adelaide:—By direction of the councid
of the South Austmlmu Music Teachers
 Association I respectiully ask your earnest
| consideration of certain requests whiach,
after prolonged debate, have been decided
upon. l}ur association is representative
of a very large proportion of the music|
teachers in this State, numbering, as it
now does, over onc¢ hundred members. |
We. feel confident that vour council, re-|
cognising our desire to suppori our oW
University in the matter of musical ex-
aminations, will sympathetically weizgh
these r:.qur:&-ta with a view to removing
such feelings of dissatisfaction as con-
tinue to exist in the profession. We there-
fore pray —(n} That the mininum  annual
fee payable by students of the Elder
Congervatorium be'raised’ to sixteen .
a half guineas for one prmﬂrml auh;u:-ct to-
gether with the usual secondary EI:‘J%
and that theve be but one gra o
for all students. (b) That tl1me

vices during term tlmﬂr are enti
at the disposal the T.Tmiﬂrﬂ‘-lt?
B'lml!l be : m:lntitded Img & n%.
outside professio engagem m
Australia save in such wr@l dxceptiuml air- |
mmamnm“ynurmuu may grant 1
cinl  permission; and, further, that
}iﬁnupln be an l:xprm 'nt:lm]itm:ﬂ 31_.11
utire engagemen |
| With reference i:n'(i] we feel murqd ﬂl&ﬁ ,
no loss to the University would |
tailed. while it would un e!hﬂtllhl‘l’ aﬁ'
vate the status of the Elder :
torinm, and, to a la.tgn extent, mﬂ; 13
from direct competition with the ity
‘of outside teachers. Moreover, such a st
would be in keeping with the obvious inten-
tion of the generous bemefactor, who, we |
have always belmrdd. desired to pmmuh
Iul:mr mumcn! cultum in thu State. As

tlon with colleges which are not Jn-i | j' on | b

ferior to any of thelr kind in the worll: .

and it cuut;l-ha extﬂuded to munle rela-)
tyely | |

the Con
to meet |
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