-Q\o{cxwlw &waa ‘M{LL)

H { x A
l’f_‘l'D'F,ESWR PETERSON AND MUSIC 1
1 REGISTRATION. .
e |
: To the Edilor. .
Sir—J{ Professor Petersop’s atyle and
methods of correspondence were as familiag |
Lo the majority of your readers as they are
1o the Vietorman public, it would be unne-
| cessary for me to reply to him, Conecerniayg
my letter in The Kegister of May 21, be
SaVs in vour issue of the 10th inst.:—~Mr, |
Mitchell's methods of aspersion are those |
with which Victoria has already made we |
familiar. One is to declare that [ on some
00GFIon or occas.ons made certain state-
ments and drew certain inferences, When |
1 reply that neither statement nor infe-
rence can be found in my words, the an-
swer 3¢ that if ‘I did not make that par-
{icular statetrent or draw that particolar
Inference, I meant it, and if | did not meun
I, T at deast thought it!”  All of which is
aqumte beside the mark. My letter contained
no “aspersion: ' let any  unbmased reader
judge for lumself, All thut follows in the
above quotation from s letter is equally
 devoxd of sigmificance in support of his case,
having not the remotest hearing upon any-
thing that 1 wrote, Jt serves the purpose,
 however, of indicating to the South Aus-
trilian public how Mr. Peterson, wherever
ne goes, is at vamance with the musical
. Trnfcﬂ*inn. Is b not sadly misunderstood ?
have read most of the correspondende
(the press which has passed between him |
and b's fellow-professionals i Virctona,
New Nouth Wales, and London, and have |
been struck with the strange unanimity of
misunderstanding of which he complans,
How is,it. | muse?
‘the mystery when I recall to mind the jury
that was composed of eleven Eughshmen !
and one Irishman (or was he a Scotch-
man?). The eleven were unanimous as to
the verdict., The remaining man took the
( apposite view.
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Hﬂ:u more obstinate men [ never saw in my
afe.” :
Mr. Peterson  continues:—l  never .
‘tmed to scenre for the Umversity’ any
exclusive mights in regard to the regstra-
| tion of music teachers,” What 1 have done
|in the matter—namely, to endeavour to
sceure that only reputable examinations
' and digplomas be recognised, from whatever
, part of the world they come—has been, L
‘I am glad to say, not atall in varnl> What
Lare the facts? Here he pretends he has
]mh‘ﬂmted that which he has persistently
attacked. At the first public meeting held |
lin Victoria fo discuss the .question of re-
| istration of music teachers, Mr. Peterson’s |
ottitude was one of undisgu sed hostihty to
1 the recognition of the knghsh examining
 bodies. During my recent visit to Victoria
‘1 wae informed upon un mpeachable autho-
'mity that this was the case, and that the
etatement was caorroborated by the Chair-
‘man of the meeting, At the representalive
Icﬂmmitlﬂ: meeting held for the purpose of
making suggestions on the subject to the
Recistration Board, Mr. Thomson (who is
Mr, Peterson’s licutenant) moved that no
| English diplomas be recognised by the Re-
aigtration Board,  This was subsequently
fdenied by Mesrs, Peterson and Thomson in
' lettera to The Musical News of London;
but authenticated vouchers for the state-
ment were sent to the editor of that jour-
nal. with the result that it was absolutely
verfied, and Mr. Peterson became the sub-
jeet. of caustic editorinl comment, Alter
this, the professor suddenly realized the
dignuty of his position, and withdrew from
the fray. Not Mr. Peterson at all, but the
whole committee of advice in Mclbourne,
commselled the Registration Board as to the
diplomas to be tively accepted or re-
jected; and I have been informed nothing
but opgostion upon any ung.uﬁ’lgn was of-
forod by him to all  Enoglish diplo-
‘max awarded in  Austealia. 1 can
weoll believe it!  Therefore, I repeat my
former statement that “Professor Peterson
for u long time (ried, but in vain, {o Fecurc
for his university exclusive rights in regard
to the ation of mugic teachers in |
‘Vietoria.,” Tf need should arse 1 am pre-
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Hut 1 seem to solve !

His version of it was “Ele- |

rowly éscaped being Tnvoivea:
trouble, ror neither the Assocated SHoara
nor Tronity College 15 a limited Nabilitv

company. Both bodies work for the public ) 3.000, whom
benefit as regards musiceal art and educa-

tion. conducting examinaticns

‘rienced and impartial outsiders.
|

Ly
_ They de-
serve, and will long receive, considerable
sapport in , Australasia, 1ne attacks
that from time to time have been made
upon them by Mr. Peterson have only
served to defeat his own ends.
who are desirous that the universities
scheme should succeed in this State would

at making it the best scheme within reach,
leaving rival institntions alone, there would
be some prospect of ultimate suceess,

I now denl with what appears ta e to
be an attempt to miglead your readers.
In wvour issue of May 13 Professor
Peterson® 15 reported  to  have wnnd
to  vour repregentative—"While the
Remstration Hoard has  fulmiled ts
duty 1n' recognising to some extent certain
high certificates of wvisiting examination
bodies, it has emphatically declared that
an additional examination in the art of
teaching must be undergone supplementary
to theze, and that while these examina-
tions are recognised now, the standards will
be raised in 1910 to that which it has accep.

I have delaved my answer in order to
Whiliatn a copy of the latest circular ot
otlicial information issued by the 'L'eachers
and  Schools Registration Board of Vie-
tora: bul it containg no authomty ifor Mr,

(| Peterson's assertion that any exception i1s
made in favour of the Melbourne Univer-l

sty diploma. T then wrofe to the Regia
trar of the Education Oitice. Melbomme,
mawing cenatiries wpon this and other mat

16th mst., T beg to forward vou herewith
a <Py of the board's requirements for the

state that it is the only pamphlet 1ssued
by the board on the =ubject. On, reference
to scefion G 1t will be =een that. in addition
to the possession of a diploa =ach as
L.A.B., or the diplJoma of the Umversity
of Melbonrne, it is necessary for a candi-
date 10 pams an examingtion 1in the practi-
cal teaching of music before regrstration i
wmnted. . . . The boaril bas not yer.
determined the qualifications to be de-
manded after 1910.—Yours faithfully, M. tl.
{ Bottoms, remstrar.’” Thia letter afiords
proof that Mr., Peterson has msquoted
from the pamphlet referred to, and |
made it appear that the University |
diplomas were all-sufhicient for regstration.
The truth is that the following diplomas
are oll placed vpon an equal footing:—'I'ne
diploma of music of the Melhourne Univer-
sity; the diploma of the Melbourne Conser-
vatorium of Musie (econducted by Mr. Mar-

shall-Hall): the first-clnsz diploma of the!

‘Musical Society of Vietorin; the diploma ot
any Continental conservatorinm recognised

by the board: the dinlomn of lacentiate oil
the Associated Board of the H.AM. ana

the 1LCM., Londen; the diploma o
LiceiTiate of Trinity  College of Musie,
London; thediploma of Assowiate of Trimiy

In serious ¥

expe- |

1f those |

be content to quietly and consistently aim /|

music of the University of Melbourne. |

ters, The following answer is now to hand:.
—“Dear Sir—Referring to your letter of the,

registration of teachers of musie, and to|

CaEE

t,wuuld aslc him to hold a meeting he would
do so0. . Bnt, sad to say, 12 teachers of the
he zays
not be found, éven $ ]
| quest. He then wrote a third time,
piteously lamenting the falure of s
efforts. Townards the close of his recent
letter in The I

o ——

he intluences could
at this urgent re- |

ister Mr. Peterson wnites |
. concerning me—"This gentleman, who says
that he hus ‘carefully acquainted” himself

Cwith what he 15 pleased to call my ‘P‘C‘r‘“}'*'.'

chose to absent : |
meeting, called for tlre specinl purpose of
discussing with the delegates  from Mel-

Ibourne,” &c. This haphazard, randomn

statement is characteristiwe of its  author. |

'l lhaye only to reply that I did not
I**choose” to absent myseli, F
trar of the Umversity could have told lim
this, for I telephoned an 1.
Finally, Professor Pelerson “'sup ¥
that it was my pen which “indited that

preciows document” (reterring to the an-

nual report of the Music Teachers’ Asso-
cintion). Alas! there 1s foo much of “sup-
position”” .~ in  the professor's corres-
 pondence, 1 can  only hope that, |
| should  he wrte  again, he  wall

endeavour to restrain the wild flights of
hig faney and lkeep to factz. But let him
not condescend becanse | chance to bhe the
secretary of my association. My previoua

ted from the University Examination | letter, and this, have been written ena
Beard as its ideal.” In his letter, which jtarely '}'l“:_.“ my “".?" responsibility, and 1o
appeared on June 10, he supplemented [0y privite capacily, — AT

the foregoing statements by assor- E I am, Sir, &e..  E. 1l MITCHELL,
ting that “‘the standhrd for =such - LTy

teachers”  (secondary, i.e., highest, |

grade}! “will be that of the diplomma in)

EDUCATION.
~

To the Editor.

months,

porarily been withdrawn from active
calls for comment,

10 unprecedented speed,

imself from the _ faculty

The Rems-

explanstion. |

‘Sir—That many teachers are being nvere
wrought 1s clear, inssmuch as 70 of them
have obtained leave of ubsence since the
beginning of the vear. Presumably break-
cdown of health ie the cause of this large
number of stroctors leaving the ranks
for periods extending from one to scveral
Many, if not the majority, of
these teachers are being paid full salarles.
Taxpayers will see thai our education svs-
tem . some respects resembles war; it
has to provide for many who have tem-.
Fer-
vice. The fact that se many salary roceiv-
ing titors have been incapacitated surely
To those who under-
stand the mechanism it 1s clear that the
education machinery is being run at hither-
with the result
that a considerable percentage of the wor-
kers have fallen off the platform, and the

State has to pay for their nurts,  Any
private  firm emploving many hands &'

'pumber of whom were constantly on the

for insolvency, quickly cast around
ascertain the cause and discover a
remedy.

15 esay to locate

sick list, would, unless they were striving ‘* 1
ol
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With rd to the teachers, it
cause of the trouble,

Thev are called upon to perform far too
mui;;\ after achool hours for remsons that

are by no means clear at

College of Musie, London (not ganed by
examination in {ne art of teaching). Mores
over—and this ix the .crux of the whole |
mattor—the holders of all diplomas abke,
niversity included, nre required to pass
“an examination satisfactory to the boavd
i e practica]l teachings of the brancu
of music propoved, or to praduce evidence
satisfnetory Lo the board of competency to
tesch.” Thus no exception whatever 1s
made in favour of the University dipitinas,
Thiﬂﬂf{'ﬂri‘ I quote from 1y eurler h-ttf_rti |
and repent:—""1he Question Miny VET™ peris
mmlz«'l-whn asked, What authomty has Pm!
fessor  Meterson for his assertiona¥ Pos
sibiy he mistakes that whiclh he desires for

existing facts, and vhe poblic may well re-I

pared to adduce a sheaf of further evidence | L.rve jidgment for further warrant.”
m =opport of this.. . . b In his interview  with vour e
"My, Peterwon | conbinVes:i—*'L - may - |a500r \jp, Peterson stated  that s the
‘mention, m{ad' b;_“fﬂ‘::!_fnm Ii::l:{‘t:ed lutll:? "‘.‘,ﬂ“lh of Iiis lotters to %]:111 _'lh:tit:lmn ﬁ;ﬂ!;
o ni a cerinln nintea pao. Ve en | o have their
.i'{‘t‘;-’-"é::‘: F::.:*.:;rm* widely putronized by a ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁ‘%ﬁh} 5 “The e o A0e jacts
oertain cluss of teachers, are not recognised " | ape that the: Musical Soctely of _\_'alit_ﬂrll‘
at all by the Registration Board of Vie- |leonvened o Targe public mecting, and il was
taria.” &u-af.hn{iqgiﬁ_ﬂm m“wi:?n to w%b: | '“‘ii -remlp;ﬂ.’;i I:g_li-_lnl,'lttlli %I -}ht;-iﬂl!: h’?’ “ﬁ
he refers, 1 add very properly so, too.'[notices about registration that nduced
ut E:?i; hle that .lf.i'-._'lfgtﬁr&n“:ﬂﬁﬂhn?' music teachors o apply, An instanco
T diveradit Trinit iﬁ"]""?"#‘}"“‘“{{-‘“"ﬁf "ﬂ'i'“ P!Tm ﬁ;‘ut;@;# i T ih Liumw of
o ‘meant,” or “at least thought,™ Mr. LR L L _gare
y u{ﬁlm ""thl?i_} s Jatter maierity of  mus n
: 1" - _::1,:.-_:‘_:' o y = o *i h‘:;, ‘I'ﬁtllhﬂ ;'. .
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present. In

other spheres of labour the workers look

forward to at least a short o
laxafion ere secking repose. Not so m
a teacher. however—especially one who |
half a -duﬁp m to instruct on
morrow.  His real day's
appear overdrawn. 1t is a fact

less, and this

riod of ol
Sl
work only then

may
neverending grind by lamp-

light iz the cavse of throwing up the

fponge

that a considerable section of ta
i e ﬁil:l_ h -rumn

svstom of primary education in the

it iy triviality, mere glint

of n spectacnlar showy thing than reo
drama. Tt pleases thﬂ'mﬂ?lﬂm ut
, in,nmunts; for mm N g.iﬁgru,i.& I]Iﬁ[?; v
Peuke can sgee his way clear to apply the
pruning kniie to the present course of in-
~srruction. instead of there being a reduc
tion of the number applying f
_ahsence for reasovs reforred to, an iner

will result. At all evenls suck
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by those who do not possess cast-
iron constitutions, There are inhications
aro being satisfied with what
others are vleased to designate “the best

[ -_'I'II
“They affirm, on the contrary. that a lot of
and plitter, more

real
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