| The
University Diploma
of Commerce.
ADELAIDE IN THE LEAD.

In the matter of providing an aca-
demic course at the University, gradu-
ates of which are certified commercial
experts, the Adelaide University takes
the lead in Australin.  1or many long
years there has been an invidions dis-
tinction between “professional”  and
commerecinl classes, and the former have
heen accorded a certain pre-eminence,
owing to the academic course necessary
for their career, Now this 15 being
gradually done away with, and aspirants
for success 1 commercial life do the
conrse and abtain the diplomn.

In this' matter Adelnide leads Austra-
lia. The idea originated with the Senate
of the University, and in 1902 it was de-
cided by the academic authorities that =
University course should be arranged.
In the year named this decision was ecar-
ried out, It was originally intended
that the course should be one CAITVINg
no degrees, but as the result of negotia-
tions as between the Board of Commer-
cal Studies and the Senate and Couneil,
it was recently agreed that a degree
diploma should be conferred. and aradu-
ates have the right to wear the academie
~own.

The first exiumination was held in De-
cember last, and the degrees were con-
ferred with other University distine-
tions at commemoration. The Diploma
of Associate of Commerce conferred on
11 successful students at the recent com-
memoration, therefore, marks an IMpor-
tant recognition of the claims of com-
merce to a permancent place in the enr-
riculum of the hichest edueational in-
stitution in the State.

To the Adelaide Chamber of Commeree
helongs the honor of having materially
assisted in the initiation of the course.
and a vearly contribution is made to the
Uiniversity by that body for the purposes
of the course, The public spirit®ana
generosity of Mr., Joseph Fisher, wino
has furnished suflicient money for the
presentation annually to the most sue-
cessful student of the Fisher Gold Medal.
15 an added incentive to the students to
strive to excel

The subjects included in the course are
eitlenlated to cover every phase of com-
mercial life, and it is matter for sincere
congratulation that the University has
bheen able to secure the serviees of such
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highly  quahfied  gentlemen  to
charge of the various elasses,
Feonomics [ and IL wee in charge ot
Professor  NMitehell, whose name s o
sullicient guarantee of the quality of
the work undertaken,
Accountancy and

takae

: Business Practice
wre under the control of Mr. B, 1. Col-
vin, MLAL of Cambridge, who graduatad
dowrangeler in his vear, and whose record,
as probably the most successful coach

Australin: mavks him ont as pecualinrly

:|+T:l|}Tm| for the work he has undertaken.

The clusses in Commnereinl Daw first
met under the presidency of Professor
Salmond, whose gemus 12 stamped on
the comse now carried on under the
supervigion of Mr, P, E, Johnstome, B.A,
.., on precisely the same lines, and
with great sueeess,

tanking and Exchange as one subject

15 in the hands of My, 'Wm. Neill, a

gentleman with wide banking experience,
who brings to his work the temperament
and enthusinsm of a student, and a per-
fect fund of knowledge already acquired
as the result of practical experience.

Commereial Geographvy and Techno-
logy, under the ‘supervision of Mr. R. J.
M. Clueas, B.A., could not be in more
capable hands, In view of the admirable
arrangement of his lectures, and the un-
deniable quality of his material, the stu-
dents are always anxions to overlook
i slight tendency to pedagogism, whieh
is not characteristic of the other profes-
sors ond due in his case probably to his
specil training.

Witli such a capable staff of professors
and such a field to cover, it is not per-
hap= to be wondered at that the course
s rapidly growing in favor both with
the students and the publie, and the re-
cognition of its value in qualifving
young men for important public posi-
tions has already been exemplified in re-
cent appointments, notably in connee-
tion with the Tramway Trust.

Lhe elnsses meet in the evening, and
the seale of fees is so0 arranged as to be
within the reach of almost every one,
\s certificates are granted for each sul-
jeet, it is only necessary for those Foing
for the diploma to complete the whole
course. This can be done by fairly easy
{tages in five years, by those who are
prepared for the time being to sacrifies
engngements and devote themn-
selves seriously to worlk.

The photo reproduction herewith re-
present the associates, the central fi-
gure being that of Mr. J. R. Fowler.
M.A. (Chairman of the Board of Com-
mercial Studies), to whom the students
owe a deep debt of gratitude for the
whole-souled manner in which he has
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Sitting (loft to right): Mr. Frank Herman Menkens.

Second Row: Messrs, Carl Wilhelm Ludwig Muecke, George Ollver Roberts=on, J. R

Hoard of Commercial Studies), Wm. Frank Harrison, David Kirkman.

- Back Row: Messrs, Herbert Edward
Robt, Harold Cotton, Harold Clarke Thomas.

Annels, Clifford Samuel Bray, Albe
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striven to sadvanes their iht-ﬂ‘fﬂht.h, while
at the =:ume time [‘."iHL‘it"l"Til'lﬂ' the tradi-
tions of the University.

In wecordance with University regula-
tions the assocates will in future be
cowned at all University functions, and
ave entitled to use the letters AC.LULA.
They propose forming a Society of Com= |
INeres, mf_'lulwl“.-l'lip to e open l‘.il.ﬂ}' 10 ‘
thos¢ gmining the diplomn.  The whole
cours¢ is undeér the supervision of the
Board of Commercinl Studies. which is
constitnted as follows:—My, J. R. Fow-
lor. M.A. (Chairman), Mr., S. J. Jacobs,
JP2, (Viee-Chairman), Dr. W. Barlow,
LL.D. (Viee-Chancellor), Profesor Mit-
chell, PProfessor Jethro Brown, the Pre-
sident of the Chamber of Commerce, Mr,
ti. Fisher, Mr. W, Herbert Phillipps, M.
J. EoThomas, F.P.C.A., Mr. J. Shiels, Mr.

v. K. Thomas, Mr. J. Gordon, and the
ceturers,
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It is interesting to note that a di-
ploma in commerce has also been estah-
lished by ‘the Sydney University, and a
degree of hachelor of commerece in New

 Zealand.
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MEMEBRRES OF THE FIRST COMMERCIAL COURSE AT THE ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY.

k Fowler, M.A. (Chairman
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