her educat on 1§ receiving great
_ gn,--’fii};q._in-ﬂ_ilq:ge mﬁa!lutftn-"thu splen-
‘did liberality * of wealthy and patriotic
Citizens.  The same influsnce bas

profoundly felt in’ the United Kin :
' The Victoria University was  foun in
1880, and the London University was re
constituted in :
sity dates from 1900, Liverpcol Univer-
sity from 1903, the University of Wales
f{:nm 1803, Leeds University from 1904,
Sheflicld University from 1005, and the
two national unmlversities of Ireland frons
1908, To come nearer home, New Zea-
fand  has  her university and afliated
colleges 7 apd West Australin is at this
moment taking active steps for the estab-
h:-;hm-:_nt of her own State niversity, so
that it remains gt present doubtiul
whether Queensland or

to plnv{ :
o
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: the part of the most retiving of
this pleiad of Australasian Universities,
Hitherto the youth of Queensland has had
to go clsewhere for residential universitv
education. Forlunately for Queensland,
sie has had an acbive and mfluential coni-
mittee for university extension lectures,
the members of which have patriotically
performed good service to the State by
arranging for lectures that have helped
to procure from beyond this State . univer-
Sity certificates of competence by a con-
siderable number of the vouth  of this
couniry. 'This committee has fortunately
been able to do enough to - demonstrate
how much we need a  University of our
own, They are entitled to “the warm
thanks of the community for what they
have  done. I have  had an
opporiunity of - knowing from the
admirable lectures ol Professor
David, on the d4th'and 8th of this month,
how. interesting, instructive, and valuable
those lecfures  can'' be. ' I have said
enought Lo show youn that if Gueensland
did not now, without any further delay,
procecd. to found ‘her University, this, one
ol ihe greatest, most promising, ' and
wealthiest provinees in the Empire, would,
| as ar as education s concerned, occupy
& Very conspicuous and unenviable posi-
flon. among the great countries of  the
rw-::n:hl »especially would this bs theg case
vIn ‘rerxard 1o the  siSter  States  and
Dominions.
WHAT IS A UNIVERSITY ?

I have seen o university defined as a
place at which students from any quarler
of the wuniversn could be received.  to
stady, arrespective. of nationality. . What
we understand here by a university, and
wiat we aim at, is an institution where
any person can find the [allest and best
instruction of the day 1 any branch of
knowledge. 1t will be the head corner-
stone of the system ol education that has
heen Jegalised - in this State, a school
that will-be acceéssible to all, and will
afford equal  chances  and oppor-
tunities  to rich amd ' poor  alike,
without  relerence to seX or reli-
rious denomination. T know of no insti-
tution in modern social life that  ecquals
the university ian. @mving a iaic chance in
life  to tht voubh  that i& capable
an:l 15 able and willing to
work ; . although, for my oparct, I
can only regard schools oi all grades
as only preparatory for the studies that
have fto  be ineessantly wursusd alter one
| ceases to attend classes, il one does not
I resign oneself to. falling belrind : thus the
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1900.  Birmingham Unijver- |

West Australia is |

prinary school  prepares  for the
secondary  School, and that  schonl
leads to the university, which |

last furnishes the highest and best intel-
leetual egquipment for one's lifis work, an
cquipment of such character that it can
be obtained, and be certified to by the
university. and by that alone. | It sup-
plies to the bearer the hall mark of the
State that the man or woman that bears
it has had the best instruetion that the
counley can supply.

W TO BE TAUGHT IN THE
WHAT IS 10 R IVERSITY 2

{ You will find that the University Act
¥ faion. for 1ho "GRENBIIMIR 1 OF
e ecaiticas i witioh limtruction sl
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be  given : the preamble shows that = tho
'Etvirmy is: to’ provide :'m‘_ and
e ’

i pur-

practical education  in the
suits and professions of life
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economic life be greater than they .
or will be, in Queensland, having |

to the extraordinary multiplicity of .

resources. :Sum'hfm road @’“’”
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- acquaintance with those of them

=

‘dict  what faculties, what tuiticn,

| mate the students of every

are” therclore bebind, and that 'we  have
a hard task before us to overtake J'!;'“llu'i
other universitics ; but this mm‘be
done, and will he done. I dwell on tiris
hecause there should exist no misconcep-
tion as to the  scope of the Queensland
University, especially in regard to what
Is called the classica! side of instruction,
i contradistinction ta the scientific or
practical. We | rec ~..that the
literary records of the world have, in
the mauin, been successively comumitted fo
the languages of the Chaldeans, 1ilie
Greeks, the Romans, apd” the Anglo-
Saxons. If those languggés are dead,
their remains are so constantly brought
before us every hour of our lives that
shigt
are usually taught in what is called
the faculty of arts forms g
indispensable part of’ the education of
cvery accomplished or finished scholar,
and of most professional men or women.

AU the same time, therefore, that this

university will provide the best tmition

in the classical languages of the past, |
woe cannot but see that times = have
Changed ; that, for example, .in no

country in Europe or America could the
Prime Minister now conduct official busi-

necessary gid |

ness . in Latin with the Kingeor Gover-
uor, as was the case in  England not
very long avo, No Prime Minister
could now electrily a drooping Parlia-
ment with a Latin quotation, as Pitt
did. So far as I know, the 1last Par-
liament in Europe to use Latin as its
language ceased to do so some  three
score ol years peo.  The classics have
come info disfavour owing in a targe
measure to the fact that they were over-
done, that time was wasted on utterly

valueless subtleties in learning  them.
They were associated. with too  much
book. and too little practical work,

Here we shall have a course of classics,
an arts faculty, equal to that of other
universities, but without unduly en-
croaching on other facultics of more
modern  development, dnd of more
direct. utility  in  the  evolution  of
modern economic life. It would, how-
CYer, be  unrcasonable to. ‘expect
that the University of Queensland could
be brought into the world full grown at
its birth, The University of Sydney be-
gan with four professors. I am informed
by the very distinguished gentléman who
is chancellor ol the university of Ade-
laide that the now great university of

that city entered on its career, in rented
premises, 34 years ago, with three chairs
—classics, mathematics, and nallural
science.  Now it has [aculties ol asis,
seience, law, medicine, electrical, mining.
Civil engincering, commerce, and music ;
and it has ranked, by letters patent, for
the Jast 28 years, with the old univer-
sitics of the United Kingdom. The Ade-
laido  University now has 11 profesSors |
and 26 lecturers. It supplies to us a
splendid example of courage, of energy,
antl of perSeverance, and that example we
mean fo follow. (Applause,) Our  laite)
start is not without some compensafion,
for mot only arc we able to profit from
the experiences of others, but, what is
equally © limportant, we can adapt our
university courses to the needs ol 1the
country unirammelled by the vested in-
terests and the threadbare traditions that
make it so dificult for old universities
to adapt themselves to the uxignnc{ﬂg
of modern educational | requirements,
If one thinks of Quecnsland as
was this day b0 years ago, and as
is  todlay, It can be Sscen that
would  be. a bold man that woukl

be required, and may be given, in the
Queensiand  university half a century
from now. The moral to be drawn frém
this is, 1o make astart on an elastic
plan that may admit of indefivite ex-
pansion, We require a  broad and gt.‘rqng:_‘-
l‘nunﬂal,lﬂ.-n ~able to carry a great edi-
fice, suffeient to provide the most com-.
p‘reﬁnnsivu”_ tuition, not o<nly in - what

is known, but also to facilitate and en-
courage original research and invention,

as set out in the Act. Even - will
not be forgotten, for it is an rlint
consideration in a non-residential univers
sity, to foster that feeling and regard
for & bountiful mother that should 4ni-
‘ ol great univer-
gity. . One thing is abundantly cled

that 0 we are determined  to
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peoplo of Queensland ; and , this dqnahf
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ociple fs accepted ¥
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* valuable arcas on their universitios -
i S, Y I
: y grants. In this - old-
est of our universities, m:smy*
le the way with wisdom and & !
!I:::d nm:_ito-dfbr New South Wales reaps
reward. - may safel assumed
that the 'r?"x:l.rli:nl.'l‘:m‘:a‘:‘l:?if m:_ﬁy b b
Queensland will be squally liberal asd
steing, But the different
in recent years profited
ary manner from the munificence of pri-
vate citizens, In 10 years the technical
schools, colleges, and ~universitics of the
United: States,  received in that wav
<23,000,000. Perhaps the largest amount
of such gilts in any one wvear was in
1903, when they. received £3,350,000. It
appears that in 1207 nearly £300,000 was
bequeathed 1o universities and colleges in
the United Kingdom. It has becomne a
common practice for private citizens to
found a university chair to bear the
hame of a - person  whose memory
it Is desired to preserve and to hopour.
Gthers that are not in a position to do
5o much as that have very frequently
establishod a  bursary or scholarship,
sowetimes sulliciently large to mamtain a
studend at the university, or to partiy do
50. The bursaries that produce the best
rosults are those that are given by open
competition. BDut others that are limited
to a specified name or locality, according
to the desire of the donors, are very
uscful. Some men of good will are not
sermittted by their means wo do mare than
to found a prize Yor profic}oncy in soms
branch taught in tho univer
sily, This  State  possesses an
CHOrmMous ,  area ; the productions
are varied in a very unusual degree: and
they are of enormous value present and
prospective ; and there can he no- reason
Lo suppose that Queenslanders are to be
less’ generous and patriotic towards their
university than our neigchbours have Neen
towards theirs. I shall be satisfied if we
have citizens bere as generous as Russell
in Syduey, ns Ormond in Melbourne, and
Elder and Hughes in Adclaide. [ think: |
that no more patriotic nor useful disposi-
Wa
start under the best auspices, for we have
belore us now a most gracious messare
of congratulation, and good wishes from
His Majesty tlhie King, whose life is de-
voted to the welfare of his subjects, and
there are with us to-day representatives
from the great universities of Sydney and
Adelaide. Each of these uriversitiss has
sent us a man ol world wide reputation.
I know well what I am saying when
I tell you that the names of Professors.
David and Stirling are as well known, |
and are as highly honoured, by the learned
wen and women of Europe and America
e —— SN )

in an extruordin-

as by the people of Australia. (Applause.)
It is a great honour to us to have such

representatives here to-day, ang
for their  presence we owe hearty
thanks to their respective universitics,

and I bid them a hearty and appreciative
welcome to Brishane, for | feel surp that
they and the ‘universities they represent
will always extend to us sympathy, good
advice, and av excellent cxample; and [
am certain that they will be delighted to-
see us heré-in o position to offer them
that healthful emulation that cannot but
be advantageous to all concirned. I now,
ladics and  gentlemen, fake the first prac-
tical step m? tl:l{: -inuuﬂing‘n{ the uiuti];
versity af and by complying with
the rgqunst, of the Hon. Willigm' '!?idﬂﬂt_‘_"’
Promicr of the State, to assent to the
Uniiversity Act of 1908 ; and I shall there-
after, in vour prescnce, deliver this copy
of the Act to the Hon. Joseph Thomas
Bell, who will receive it on alf of thg

e e i BUORE o b
let dedicate this building to the
of the Unil&‘ftr ol Queensland,
applause.), Py ALy
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