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Hon. J. T. Bell's Speech.

~ The Hon. J. T. Bell, Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly ol Queensland, in
acoepting the giit on behall of the Univer-
sity, said : Your Excellency, Mr. Kidston,
your Grace, ladies ‘and gentlemen,—It I
may, belore uttering the few sentences I
propose to do, I would like to mention a
personal matter with regard to his Bx-
cellency's observations, and tuat is 1o
express the consternation I felt at the
announcement which his Excellency made,
¢ghat, in his opinion, all the speeches that
are delivered here this afternoon should
be of such a character that they mright
be perused with pleasure ‘and instruction
by those who celebrate the jubilee of tbis
“tnstitution 50 vears hence..  May 1 sav,
your Excellency, that I find it sufficiently
dgificult to cope with my contemporarics
without ' trying to make in addition any
Jprovision for posterity, (Laughter.) I
listened to his Excellency’s address with
the greatest satisfaction. and cveryono
who heard it—all of us here—recarded it
as a fitting deliverance for such an oc-
casion as. this, and whether, now or five

- or ien vears- bence, or = .when
the . jubike of the  Universily is
being ~ celebrated, as it will  be |
celobrated,’ anyone wha' wanis to learn

authoritatively the mgain facls surround-

ing the university systems in the British
Empire, and more especially in Australia,

and particularly with regard to the in- |

auguration of this University, can turn
to the record oi his Excellency’s deliver-
ance, with the knowledge that they will
get all the information there. (Applause.)
1 at least—and so I am convinced does
overy one who has any acquaintance With
the facts—icel sympathy with the allusion
which his Excellency made during the
course of his remarks, to that body of
men who are known as the Queensland
University Extension Council, (Applause.)
1 do not know how Iar back their labours
began—it was certainly. more than 10
vears—but these men, Iree from any in-
stinet of seli-advertmsement, and prompted
only by motives that were unselfish, did
thoir very Yest in our small community

El'n':rve: yvears ugo, and year alter year, to
Jay the foundations of a University. (Ap-
plause.) And I am of opinion—although
these things are difficult to trace—that it
was the labours of these men, that Uni-
versity” Extension Council, their influence
upon the public, and upon the men in
public life, that actually prepared the way
[for this gathering that I see belore me,

‘and  caused the Crovernment of
the day to institut¢ the Uaiver-
sftv. (Hear, hear.) "Al honour to

these men, and 1 hope that their names
will be perpetuated in some way ~or
other. (Hear, hear.y I should like 1o
gay that in dedicaling this building  to
the purpose ol a University, thosc of us
who are Queensland botn and hred, not of
the first or even of the second generation
must feel some interest in the (ransfor-
mation that such an edifice undergoes. I
cant’' only hope  thal this building  will
ptn'i' its part as a University edifice’ as
well as it did as Government House,
(Applause.} = Ever since, I think, the
year 188k or 1862, this building  has
‘been the home of the representative of
‘Her Majesty or His Majesty in  this
%ﬂhﬁ. It has been the headquarters of
the social and political life of the State,
and It has through its various inbabi-
f2ats, performed its duty well. (Hear,
‘hear.) This builfing bas housed in the
past. men of the character that it will

equally adapt them to live in the
Wz in thu-mtu?:. in ifs new  sur-
| Let us think for o moment
¢ men who have made this.  house
~ beadquarters.  There was  Sir

sowen,  the first Governor ol
1, » man who originally—belore

and he was also for 5 time in the
aean, the fonian Tslands—was an
a fellow of his college, and

a man with an c tion.
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-.;*"-- * in the future,. Its inhabitants have.
boem. mien  possessed of qualifications that
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" (Loud  ap-
one of the very [Tew
service of Great Bri-
tain, who have ever come south oi the
ling, who wera able to say .they Were
follows of All Souls, which" represents, it
I may put it so, to the Universivy,
the same distinction as the ~ Vicloria
Cross does in the inilitary field. (Hear,
hear.) When the proposal was put Lo
him that this building, which he occus
pied, should be converted into a Univers
sity, he was one of the most enthusius«
tic. advocates of the proposal  (Hear,
hear.) ' Lasoly, 1 come to the presents
inbabitant of the building, s Excellency
Sir  William MacGregor.  (Loud  aps
plause.) No happier instance <could bs
found of what u umiversity education <an
do to produce Empire builders and stern
men of the world than 1s to he found
in the person of his Excellency.  (Ap+
plause.) ‘I think, then, that of whatever
class the men may be who are coming
to labour within these walls in  tho
future, they have had forerunners of whom

plause.) He wnﬁ
men in the public:

they will have mo reason teo ha
ashamed.  (Hear, hear.) This bullding
has some distinct advantages from the
point of view of a university. The sola
object of' a university Is not to prepare
men to pass cxaminations. 1t has a
wider sphere than tbat. ‘There was =&
Lime—it lasted  through ages—when the

conceplion of a university was an instie
tution that turned out scholars | to-day,
I venture to’ sagy, it thas become recogs
nised that the duty and object ol
university is the production ol citizens,
(Hear, hear)) You will not producs
citizens werely by giving lectures  and
‘getiing them  periodically —to* answer
written questions in examivations. Im
university life, ‘one ‘of’ the chiel and
most valuable features is comradeship,
a common citizenship with the . other
members of the upiversity. (Hear, hear.)
This feeling of commradeship and esprit de
corps finds expression in athletic sports,
and when we look at the Brisbane River,

only a few vyards away, we find
that the university  students will
be well situnated with regard to  this

aspect of University life. A boat club al-
wavs is a prominent feature of the Uni<
versities of Great Britain, ard it i5S now
beginning to become & promiment  fea<
ture in Germany, where a river is  to
be found at all, You will find in cone
nection with athletics and more particus
larly aquatic athletics that the students
of this University will uphold - the repu-
tation of the British universities. (Hear,
hear.) I do not propose to speak at anmy
greater length. I amy convinced that with
the liberal and as far as we Can Aaee

anid  have

' look at a university from the

land University

=

at the pretent time, adequate provisions
made by the Minjstry of the day fop
the managencent of this University in the
future, vyou will see men attending it,
men  turned out by it that
will leave their marks upon the com-
munity. I repeat again that I  hope
thiat “the test of the success of(this
University is not going to be a literary
test. Let it be tested in that way,
too, but I am convinced that those who
! broader
standpoint feel confident that the Queenss
is not going to jurn
out only scholars, mwen who <¢an an«

- swer questions, but it is going to turn

out men of the world, It is going to
have a striking eflcet ultimately upon
the tone of our citizenship. (Hear, hear.y
I hope that not merely morals, but in
some degree, manners also, will be cul-
tivated in the university, and if this
comes aboul we Queenslanders, who in the
past although a mere handful of people,
have spent comparatively enormous sums
on our primary and secondary educas
tion, will have additional reason to he
proud when we sge. the ofiects of 1this
university being spread about the land,
(Hear, hear.) I thank your Excellency
for unveiling this fablet and dedicating
this building to the purposes ol the Uni-
versity, and T reioice that we have 2
man of vour character to perforn: the
ceremony. (Loud applause.)

10 partake ol ats beneficial
Mo was sure that although the univers,
sity would start, no douht, .
simall number of students, even amorgst
them the nation would reap not less 4

Willlam Windeyer, than he Who did
much for astromomy, Mr. H. C. Kussch,
ihieir lite  Government astronomer, - and
than he who was now an ornament to ﬁ:
bench, an honour to the university, to 1u&
State, ana to the whole Enrrmﬂﬂm1
Sir Samucl -Grifith.  (Applause.) * GG
tainly it would not be for want QI'EI“F’!T;.
of gwood material, that their X
rity would not Oourish,
ncy
- Queensland bR
hoys and girls, were aade, they Kne
it xight well, for there was many & ¥C
_when their  boys and gicls took PIHES
over the heads of their own. I'.iﬂ_i]',g Rl
Alust s in medieval times when' the BREY
versitics were started, foudalisoc, S
~made for isolation and all th
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~The Premicr read the following apolos

....

es: KFrom Sir John Madden, Chan.
cellor of “the Univorsity of, - Melhourae,
dated 1st Dec n}b}f; **Regret Unable 1
attend dedication of University bu;
Professor Baldwin S T, presid
ilie Professorial Board, will
Meclbourne University on 10t
the registrar of the Melbolrne
sity, dated 7¢h  December s “p
Spencer regrets  inauility to )
Brisbane, owin L0 unce
transport arrangements

bourne carly next Wﬂﬁk."' Cale

ot o

Cruickshank, registrar ol the Universi ;'E
of  Tasmania : *“Chancellor Mﬂ%a

Vice-Chancellor ill § latter, however, ten-
ders singere congratulutions on ,Queens-
land's  long cherished  project  for
University mnearving  realisation, together
with warm thanks for the homour done
to this University by the invitation, in-
ahility to accept which he regrets ex-
ceedinely.”  Mr. Kidston invited Pro-
fessors  David  (Svdney) and Sliﬂigi,f
(Adelaide) to speak. I |
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Professor David's Speech.,
Professor David, who also received a
hedrty welcome, Sald it was a t hon-
our for him as a representative of the
clder sister amongst the universitics = of
Australia to bring a message o good-
iwlil to their youngest  unive 1111', the
University ol Queensluna,  (Hear, liear.)
It unaer happy auspices. that that
voung University was having that  grand
bsttidelamne, with such fite memories OI th!
nast, deoicaled to its wies, Thet had ia®
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th? present o represenfative ‘of @ 4lis
 Majesty o. gentleman of ripe scholar-
ship  and learning, one who had teen

throughout Mg whole lile, a5 Tic was new |
antl a8, be Jong  wouldi be, A Freat
puwer - for good, ané a  great power for
«11 that twas uplifting aud ennobling “in
“ha  British - Empire, Sie William
MacGrevor. (Lovd applauss.) They had
had the dedication ceremony performetl in
1he presence of a  representative of Jthe
Goverument, anid a  representative  who
had shown  thit. ke bad the  greatess
nossible  grip o of all that was needed 0
maoke 1 university  suchoas that | voumg |
universivy, a  people’s university, one,
(oo, wito had had with the utmost sic-
cerity, the eood and prﬂﬂlifﬂt‘}' of his

country at  leart—the  Premder, (Ap-
plause) The present Administration, with
sreal foresight, “had resolved 1o make
(he University not wersly a Univessity of
Brizbane, but o Uunlversity of Queens=
und.  and it seemed’ fo him, as oney
who had  studien  omversity matiers for
some vears in the past, that it wasan
act of great wisdom' on the part of
those who had controlled the inception

of the movement that, they had decided to
gssovinte there together the technicat col-
e and the universitys '{.\pplnusﬁ.}_ He
folt sute - that that ussociation  would
make for the good of both those in=
stitutéions,  which never shouia by i
quv way  divorced  from one - another,
.nd - between which there should © always

he @  [riendly intercourse, _;gud courtesy
and  confidence. Ho was delighted 10 hear
fron. Mr. Xiaston that'™t university

was 'to bo able to appeal fo the far-
{liest Loundaries of their: great ‘State, by
virtue o * the 60 splendid’ scholarships
which the - Government had  decided to
endow—(applause)—that would bring il}-
many of the hoys and girls who other-
wise. | from their remoteness or from:
want ol means, would have been tll!ﬂhl'_-'“

' | advantages.

with buta

reward than did the University ol Syte
nev  when it started avith & mere ";n.d",
ful, ‘but Svhich celebrated - its Jubilee
only in 1902, Amongst that first’
handial wis  mo less - & WABR,
than he who wag their ulmnmlqui. S""I
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