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looked upon as the pri

able-minded mun and woman, “The Univer-
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a'ii:%l of Australia have set a goo
a Unmve

ingiix the main that ‘not wealth but intel-
“lect must be the test for admission o a

_University.’

“Yes, I am fully aware of tho efforts that

arc being made m Western Australia, 1 |
thiye the pleasure of the acquaintance of

some of the men who gave evidence before

your Commission,

It I have ono regret,

which I allude to without any desire to pass
judgment orin any way to tell you gour busi-

‘ness (which

selves were. -

“You ask how I wouldl define tha opera-

tions of a University > The proper function
(ot a University is the first thing to be borne
“in mind.
‘of a University fo call together the best
minds that a community can provide, lo
ﬁ!_q_utsq_r them, go to speak, so that they may
‘investigate and make research, and having
‘become advanced students in particular linas
‘of work to scnd them out to guide others,
and through those with whom they come 1ito

you ought to know nak:h better
n any stranger), it 18 that yoavr Commis-
 was not given an opportunity of doing
hat we did in South Australia, namely, or
jiting the educational centres of Australia-
Your Commission would. I am sure, have |
‘been just as much astonished at the wonder- |
ful progress that was being made as we our- |

*.1.!

of the commeroial’!
Not. men alone |
105 are the fitsty requisite for supe-
We are pleased 10
ditics
Lyer | : | vilege ot |
wultiy. but rather as the right of every
* : d lead to |
ity in Western Australin by say:

!
: |

Shall we say that it 15 the duty !

contact encourage others’ in the Stato to°

learn those lessons they themselves
learned.”

What would you consider an ideal govern.
‘ment for a University?

© ¥I may perhaps be pardoned for expressing
‘& doubt as to whether the goverument which

have

“has been conceived for the Western Austra- |
lan University is going to be the best form |

Of government.  But before I attempt to
analyse it I must say that I am not uncon-
scious of the fact that the requircments ot
the State are hetter krown to Western Aus-
traliaus than to anyona who has only been
a resident of the State for, comparatively
(speaking, but a few hours. I have, how-
‘ever, had occasign to esamine the proposea
schemo of governmen: very closely, and
though somewhat radically: inclined ‘mysclf
on the question of University government, 1

caanot but feel that unless very great care

18 exercised in the choice of your first govern-
ment it may be found that the advantages
sthat are hoped to be derived from a demo-
cratised council may not be realised. The
proposed Western Australian system is a-dis-
tinet innovation in Australia. It does differ
- materially from the more recently estab-
' lished University of Prisbane, and what
strikes me most as the element to be spe-
i cinlly guarded against. is that the profes-
sorial representation will be in a very large
minornity on the council. While I am pre-
pared to say that the professorinl is not the
best and cannot be expected to be the best

Form of Government

Arom an administrative point of view, yvet it
15 the professorial board which must be
looked to to gmide a University.. I think
your constitution will be watched most
carefully by those who. like yourselves, are
' deeply interested in University advance-
(ment. But do let this be remembered:
- Though a professorial board may not be the

e
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{ best from a business side, frcm the educa-
: al standpoint they must always be:re-
+ i€d upon as the guides of policy... I have
“heard from prominent Uhiversity men that
there is a danger with a young State Univer-
sity, such as yours may be, of the political
element entering within its walls. 1t would
be much better for the Sate that it did not
attempt to create a University at all if any |
loophole permitted of political battles being
fought within its walls  The education of a
sauntry, especially tho University education
‘Of a country, i8 too big a thing to be asso-
‘€iated with any warfare that for weal or for
- Wop pe tp the ntmuu]rherﬂ of to-day. :
. My own system, which I rmust confess
| has not met with the spproval of many very
#cund and consciontious men in my own
{ State, though it has met with the approval
of P WLD&?@ of Syd
| o .., Ors  In o camu'u]th 18- this:
Five members of the council Ihnuldl:ul
| think, be elected from and be of tho |
siessorial side.  An additioval five or even
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cextainly Bo n woman. Thn 1 think
othh Honses of Parliament, whon meets
as o Parlisment; and nt‘t-:ﬁ&ﬁah‘ “thei _.I
peaker, should have the ri 'hﬁ&o;oh%n[mhti
]

their ranks from threo to five: mens  In our
own State the University 'ﬁ_'p'ﬂ'oﬁlil_'.ii:‘.l‘hldﬂj-‘
~agree that we should have five' such’ pariia-
mentary reproscntatives on the council, and
we propose  that threa members shalt  be
olectod  from the Assembly and two from'
wit Council. Then at the Federal Senate
elections u State might bo allowed to elect
three members amongst ifs sonators of the
council of the University in its midst. You
may bo told that theso seats will be made a'
present of to the newspapers. I am not
blind to the fact that amongst 1

The Best Friends of Education

im Australia are responsible newspaper men
like the Fairfax family in Sydney, the Syme
family in Melbourne, Sir _Langdon Bonython
i south Australia, and everyone knows
throu %hﬂut Australin the undying interest of
Sir Winthrop Hackett, Then the represen-
tatives of big public hodies, such as the presi-
\ dent of the Chamber of Commerce, and of
Manufactures, and so on, and the president
of the Trades and Labour L‘mmciﬂ, might
alto be given a place on the hoard. The
Chancellor should be elected by the board for |
& longer period than the members them-
selves. The Chancellor mizht ‘bb elected for
six years, und the other members might re-
tire &t the rate of onc-half every three years.
The Director = of Edueation of the State
should always have a place on the board or
council. Then I would leave the manage-|
ment of the institution, not so much to the,
Registrar as to the Vice-Chancellor or the
Principai, who, in addition to being a man,
interested in education generally, would, in
a large measure, posseéss the saving grace of
COmImon seuse nu-:]p that essential in the man-
agement of all men and things—a knowledge
of every-day affairs. No, 1 do not think that
such a man need of necessity be a Univer-!
sity man, One of the big surprises I have
received as Chairman of the Commission has.
been my discovery, even in the Universities
of Australia of many particularly brilliant
professors who have themselves never taken
a professorial degree.”
How would ‘you describe the essentinls of
. a University site?
| *“That raises a question which has had to
be considered in every State of the Common.
wealth, or, rather, wherever a University
- has been established or mooted. I do not
know if you are troubled in Western Aus- !
tralin with that vexed question—the battle
of sites, as 1t i3 called. I do not, at any
rate, mean to discuss the claima of one spot

over another. There are, of course, some
|

[ Essentials of the Site |

. which, if neglected in the first instance, must
ultimately cause considerable expense and

l

| great imconvemience, besides hing “ri“}F the
progress of any University building, In my

| humble opinion, the great weakness of tho

Adelaide Universitv is that it was built in
the heart of the city on & very small block of |
land. Whatever else 1s done, I hope that in
Western Australia that mistake will not be
committed. I am concerned not so much
with the question of distance from the city
as I am with the environments of a Univer-
sity site. I have tried hard to have the Ade-
laide University removed to'a position four
miles out of town, but there were 'strong
reasons why the movement did not meet with
the support of the University pcople. The
prime reason was that alongside the Umver- |
sity is the river Torrens, and from time im-
memorial the University hife has been largely
dependent upon that sporting comradeship
which is nowhere so well developed as on a |
river. When considering the requirements
for Western Australin I should say that =
site of mothing less than from 80 ta 100 |
acres should be even looked at. No, this
s not a Jarge area for. the purppse.
Nowhere in Australin to-day do they find
they possess too much ground. Melbourne |
with.100 acres is feeling that it might soon
be able to do with still more accommoda-
tion. Sydney with its beautiful grounds is
in a somewhat similar position. Queensland,
in my opinion, made an unfortunate mis-
take in jumping to the conclusion that
that which“could be most casily equipped
was of necessity tho best, and so they took
the old Government Houso With about 14
ncres of land right in the city. Already
there is a feeling that it would be a mis-
take to retain that as the. permanent
habitat of the University, and we may
hear any day that a larger site has had
to be secured. Because a building has been
a Government or & Parliament ﬁnuau it is
no guarantee that the ultimate’ cost will
be less than would be the case in a new
building. After all . !

A University Building
has some outside influence on University

work. Thero is, of course, a nobility in ar-
chitec time, | b
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e if o new building had
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fact the ﬂrqu'.-':&um: : In
'th'ﬂ' _f'lll-l_‘.ll'ﬂ,’, 'wi“ hl more ;'ﬁtﬁ-_- i
stru ~men than of the wealthy,
the University which is without prop
sporting facilities, especially of the aquatic
kind, is very likely to develop class o
tciousness. In a University there |
no caste, no plebeizn or aristocrat, by
. ocracy of inte

I};:u scen any of the local
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Have
talked o ot
"1 have heard of some ﬁf-"‘tliu’_'-""'"
vites, but because of my necessari h
survey of them I feel somewhat diffiden
in passing any remarks about them. T |
know, however, that you have one scheme|
for taking over Parliament House. If Il
wero sure I should wot be thought guilty
of pronouncing a judgment upon' immatur
consideration shuulgm certainly say—Ileave
that alone, I cannot conceive of what ad-|
vantage it could be. The locality counts
for little, for as goon as a University it g
established, wherever it may be, mean
will bé rapidly found for taking studer
to and fro, After all, supposing ]
ment House were utili #ndﬁl,; it
only a limited knowledge of the building
I am satisfied that in 20 years' time, when
the occasion arose for extengions, no sane
man would say—build another wing of the
ﬂmrﬁ; design; and you would have alwaysl
as the O A

Apex of Educational Institutions .

a place with a conglomeration rather than
a co-ordination of structure, ever a mon
ment to .your luck of architecture rather
than an incentive to the rest of the Sta
to give to architecture that pride of pls
which it so righly deserves Lo occupy.
cannot help thinking that in a very [t
time you would be sorry for havidy patched
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up this building instead of erecting a ni
one, I 2m also of the opinion tha
any area under 80 acres is absolutely!

suicidal. There is a mistaken impression,J
think, on the question of distance. 08
much ‘more importance than distance is the
question of ares, more especially when you
have that cssential to University life, resi-
dential colleges. A professor of Cambridee
told me in giving evidence before the Com-
mission that the greatest advantages pos-
sessed by the Melbourne and Sydney Efﬁ:
versities were their residentjal colleges. Un-
less it is desired to make the University &
University of Perth, rather than a Univer-
sity of Western Australia situated in Perth,
a home must be provided for the struggling
boy or girl whose parents are developir

tho country's resources out in the lone
bush or who are employed on the busy
mine. Those parents would hesitate hefore
they allowed their children togo awayinto
a crowded city =zt just that time in #heir
lives when parental affections and Fu o8
aro so necessary, unless they can feel that)
instead of their fledglings going into some
strange boarding-house they are simply be
ing- moved from one home to a residential
home from home. I may be biased on that
poent, but it will take a long time to cons
vince me that there is any utility in the
suggestion of Parliament Hounse. I was also
shown another site—namely in Subiaco, :
Here, again, I really dread haviug to pass
judgment on such a short acquaintance witl
the place. One must remember that as men
are subject to their environments eo Aare
communities and so are buildings. A Uni=
! versity in such and sueh a place would, be-

|

chance of bringing into Bxiat??“fé?’“"
 fluonce on the question of buildings as i
" would have if situated in some other piace,
Then, I had a lovely walk through your
' King's Park and along the river shores, a0
had poinied out to me a third '--'*5‘?.*1'-.#::-:.'3’.1".
namely, at Crawley Park. I have hitk ere,
not heard expressed an opinion. on i’ﬁ‘l‘“fl
. But

cause of its surroundings, have very littie
| 1

I know nothing about it, excepl wh
read in your papers from week to wees.

I must confess that if a Universily WEIE
erected there, I cannot conceive of & L
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situated and possessing imore deHEMMELE
roundings than at Crawley. = 201 S04
everything there. ero 18 room A
leges, room for sports, fo e g
professional residences, which Are G888 o J
main factors in a community of AULEHEEE,
a common-room where all might
meals at a cheap rate, In

acres, which woul ble,
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be room for the botamst, Ior EAPELIEEC
agriculture, for the veterinar ! AR Kt
$0 on. 1 am sure that if FOU BN S cip,
ter place than Crawley as a VAT o of

_you have something in Weste
which you may be as prou
your wonderful l&lﬂﬂ y

resources. There, tbo, you R8T
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