'l‘he Etn.ta s:,'alnm of trear ﬂnd mmpulr
-Hury educition Is, lmpp‘l]y a fixed and
an immovable institution ln South Aus-
trithia. The morul and plurslr:ni welfare
#nd intellectual equipment of growing
boys and girls are objects of general
sollcitude, and rightly oecupy a plane
above the arena of political contests,
The inestimable value to a country of
citizens with well-ordered and well-
informed minds, and the dangers and
weaknesses which attend ignorance are
fully recognised. In England the mo-
tive which led the State slowly and re-
luctantly to undertake the duty of in-

gisting on the eduocation of all was
miinly economical,
wis seen to be & means by which other

people would be successful rvivals of

Primary ed umﬂanf

Koowledge waus acquifed sooner and.
more easily. It was observed, too, that|
in the struggle between nations, other |
things being equal, the best-instructed |

those who were not so well grounded.

the inhahitants of &
pountry industrially

' naturally poor
vigorouns, enter-

ful progress of Germany and the TUni-
| ted States in recant years is-attributable
“principally to widespread educational
efficiency. No other country could sp
fll afford as Australia to he negleckfnl
of the priceless benefits of an effective
8ystem of school training. With the
enormous responsibilities and the subtle
political and  social temptations

would constantly invite disaster., De-
moceratic ideals demand that to all
children shall be freely imparted the
Tundamentals of trne knowledge, and
that provision shall be made for even
the poorest youths and girls of capa-
city, diligence, and character, to enjoy
to the full the advantages of the best
University and other teaching.

ber has infroduced to the Assembly, em-
bodies valuable ideas suggested by ex-
|per1unce- of the operation of the exist-
ing Acts. Itisa consolidating measure,
and the added reforms are of a far-

reaching and eomprehensive nature, de-

signed considerably to improve the ak

construct substantial bridges betweon
the primary school and the highest seat
of learninz. Important advanees are

contemplated regunding compuolsory at-

1875 ehildren were Tequired to at
“not less than 70 days in ench h#lf-
year,” apd the period-of instruction was
MAxed at.from.-seven to- 13 years of age,
' The .icI: of 1891, which abolished fees,
‘8et out that the attendance must be
on 35 school days in each school quar-
ter. The late Mr. I‘rice in 1905 carried
throngh Parliament o Bill providing
that in thickly populated areas children
must atitend at least eight out of every
10 school gatherings weekly., This has
lhad the good effect of increasing the
average attendances, but it still permits
n Whole day to be snatehed from schoal-

| %, and many children of unapprecia-
mnm suffer accordingly, The
BIll Insists upon a full atten-

dance on each day when the school is
Pen, and authorizes the police to dis-
OVEr from children who may be in tha
*ts during school ‘hours why 'H:mJ'
are not at their Dooks, It lhunﬁg

.I. s

| In Scotland the parish school has made

prising, and opulent; and the' wonder-

which confront her people, an ill*edum—I
'ted and undiscipliped Commonwealth

The Education Eill, which Mr. Coney- .

tainments of the average ¢hild, and to

tendance at schooll Under the Act nE

!dtrtleﬁ than

ordinarily taught, and

In school lessons. These provisions, ad-
ministered with ~discretion, ought to
secure to boys and girls a much more
complete m
e majority now recelve,
Effectlvely applied, they will make the
work of teaching more satlsfactory and
pleasant, enhance the morale of the ris-
ing race,and place wholesome restraints
upon selfish or loode-living parents,
New safeguards are introduced to en-
sure that children attending all private
schools of every kind shall be properly
instructed. Such schools must obtain
certificates of efliciency, supply regular
reports to the Edueation Department,
and submit thelr rolls for inspection to
oflicinl visitors whenever called upon to
do so0. The term “provisional” is
abolished, and all schools in which
there iIs an average attendance of 10
and upward will mnk as ordinary pub-
lic schools. Parents of deaf, dumb,
blind, or mentally defective children
will be obliged to provide the sufferers

with suitable edueation, and to assist

financially in their training so far as
their means will allow.

h Important powers are conferred on

the Minister for the promotion of
higher education. ¥e may raise any
school to the position of a “higher pri-
mary school,” in which the course of
stndy In the advanced classes will con-
sist of a two years' course, and include
higher education in the various subjects
instruction in
elementary sciences, manual training,
and domestic subjects. He may also,
wherever 40 pupils are obtainable, es-
tablish “high schools,” at which the
course of study will embrace all
branches of a liberal education, includ-
ing foreign languages, sciences, manual
training (including workshop practice),
and domestic subjects. In these
“*higher” institutions appropriate tech-
nical or agricultural training may be
given, a4s may seem desirable. The
Minister may establish and
continnation classes in connection with
any publie school. * Technical schoois
will be provided, and on July 1 next
the Kdueation Department will assume
charge of the existing schools of mines
at Gawler, Kapunda, Moontn, Mount

Gambier, Petersburg, and Port Pirle.

Unfortunately for the logical complete-

o ——

falrs of high schools or technleal schools

ness of the Government scheme, the
Adelaide School of Mines and Indus-
tries is apparently fo continue an ano-
malous existence outside the control of
the Education Department, and pre-
vent in the mebropolitan district a co-
ordination of educational factors which
18 essential to true ecomomy, effective
management, and the best  achieve-
mentt  This mnaccountable incongruity
is obviously a flaw in an otherwise well-
concelved measure, and the Minister's
explanation of it will be awnited with
interest. Why the smaller institutions
in the country should be merged into
the Eduoeation Department when the
principal establishment in the city, and
adjoining, too, another school under the
department—is allowed to remmin free
from the department's control. is ul
curious puzzle. The Bill retains the
Boards of Adviee, and empowers tha
creation of school mmmitteea—hmf no-
minated and  linif elected—for singla
schools in outlying districts. The af-

yent them tl:ampmﬂmhl,r parﬂt:ipru.ﬂnn'

preparation for life's

mainthin

will be entrusted to councils of not

—

Parliament wil} tin
concern by all clsse
munity, <" ENE- AN

—Education Bd};\-.v
The Minister of Fduca - ';

finest efforts he has

inﬂvud the second rea

ill,  He spoke for & hﬂm,-:,,,
quarters, nnd. dealt. fully with th
subject. He urged the :
portan¢e. of greater attention |
to the highet education of the
Government: echeme  provided
primary schools lugh schools, cor
classes, and techmI kchools,
compulsory attendance was

the children baving lo_af
the school was open.  Hi
be established in varions
course of instruction nnuldh
that it would have & p '
on the industries 'of the cnmmhniz in
which the ﬁcnuul was situated ere
were mo high schools provision “dﬂi be
made for ean:nng the pupik nn for two
verrs in advanced studies. inuation
classes would be established lt night. Thﬁ ;
sooner attendance ‘at “technieal l!hnn '
made compulsory the better. Er-.,ﬂu-‘_
vernment did not proposs to fake ov
Adelaide School of Mines at present, but

it would assume control of the country
Schools of Mines. An ideal ; wonld
be o have a thoroughly q ' cal

man to be principal of th "a ﬁdﬂuﬂt Sehool
of Mines and supemntendent of ical
education. Private gchools were to be sub-
jected to departmental m!pectmn, and ;t—
L“'H’I"IIH"H at these would

the part of tho=e on the l'l.'lu Tl'nlﬂll
would be committed to the care of the
State Children’s Council.. ‘M. lbtd:lle lf.’r
journed the debate, | ;
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