Fymuﬁ}m of ‘the work, there are many
investicators of avhom little is heard in
ﬂtﬂ.nrt]innr;.' way.  Students in university
:::t ml!mm u’!aasgn and tlu:.- :mﬁ?emm it
UXtension lestures may gain some inform-
lion from. them; but beyond an oceasional
| Mewspaper report the public  kmows
nothing of what is going on. Yet in
£eores of laboratories: and by hundreds
Who are exploring Iridden paths, new facts
and fresh applications of seientific truth
are being bronght to lizht. Progress is
txecorded all along the line when .the time
aurrives for anything like a collective o
POrt such as the Congress furnishes. It
is obviously to the general advantage thaz
'l!l"!h'ﬂ Wio are thus employed should océa-
sionally meet. - common ground if for no
other reason than that of inproving their
mutim] dcquaintance, and therehy perhaps
5-1;:nmhlimg their Comman é-nm.'r;:tinn.
"]I_wrn‘ 18 not, and there ecannot ey, i
seientifie  enquiry ‘either wpiformity  of
mf-tlhnd ar unanimity of judgment. : The
varous triacks to be followd appeal  dir-
ft‘.'r'r'nth'_ to diffcrent minds. and the seli.
Sime. paenomena may be diversely  intor.
pl‘f“ll_‘.{!. The one object hoin;: exacti-
tude in the attainment and ﬂh‘rm‘."huf'nn
of truth, direct intercourse and freo dis-
cussion suggest themselves as  inealuable
a1ds o jts achievement . The period which
can be devoted (o this purpose is of neces-
sty ExEmm:iy limited, but within the cam-
IRS§ of & single week those whe are like- |
lmndf*d may lind fime for comparing im-
pressions, plans, and ohservations. This
may he regarded as incidental, the main
foncern being with the addresses delivered,
papers read, and discussions upon thom:
but the resultiny benefits do not end even
there. By the division of the Congress into
Several sections & wider field iz covered :
than would be possible in the time without |
fuch an arrangement! and at ghe close of
the proceedings the material submitted wil] |
hf"" gathered up, carcfully edited, and puh-
'lu-':hut! in a cyclopedic volume for more !
Ie‘l.-:urr-ly consumption. This will be an ad-
dition to _Amttmlinn scientific literature of
o mean importance. '

One result ol the Congress, therefore, will
be a permanent record of current scientific
}hnughf in_ Australia  which will acquire |
increasing interest as time goes on. It will
necessarily be miscellaneous in charactor,
yut the answer to complaints on that score
18 1n the subjects themselves and not in
their selection or treatment, The scope is
g0 wide that no one can bhe an expert in

———

everything, and the scientific enquirer is !

'therefore liable to undervalue dﬂ'purtmﬂntﬂj

in which he is not directly interested. An
astronomer may perhaps feel himself above
paying attention to such matters as the
composition of bread or the relation of
chemistry to the exportation of frozen
meat, while theé latter subjects will pro-
bably eommend themselves to a wide eircle
as of superior practical importince *to
studies of the heavens. A geologist who
turns to an account of the Jenolin caves,
or the relation of certain ore-bodies to the
adjacent rocks, will possibly skip references
to Australian aborigines in the anthropo-
logical section, though this theme has per-
‘manent interest for students of human
nature and its history. Many Australians
will cagerly look for Dr. Mawson's paper |
on Antarctica, not only on account of his
experience in S Broest Shackleton's ex- |
| pedition and his connection with the Ade-
Iaide Unitersity, but also because of his
| forthcoming journey to the South Polar
regions. Those who consider that an Aus- !
tralian Assaciation should deal principally
with local affairs may be fairly well satie-
fied with the programme, which jncludes
references to many of our mest preasing
|problems. Primary industriés—mineral, pas-
| toral, and agricnltural—have their place.
The Australian physique, the combat with
ase, and the development of hygicne
der cousideration. Besides

under o on. B
d other foatures, the Congress wil
« special duty the arrangements for
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DR. MAWSON INTERVIIEVWED.
~ Syvdney, January 8.

Dr. Mawson, who arrived from .iduluiflc"
yesterday to attend the Science Congress,
' will probably lead his Antarctic expedition
south from Melbourne in about Novembor
| of this year, Its objects will be scientilie
and cecongmic. Itfwill make no dash for
the IPole, but explore the 2400 miles of|
cogstline between Cape Adare and Grauss|
Berg Point, in Kaiser Wilhelm Land, at
which the German expedition wintered
Its work is cxpected to fill in the gaps be- |
| tween the Shackleton and Grauss expedi-

tlons,
| “At the Science Congress,” said Dr. Maw- |
gon, “a commpttee 18 to be formed to help
con the expedition and to make all the
necessary arrangements  for the carrying
out of its scientitic work.. I am going to
| London at the end of the week to ehinch
arrangements on that side. The selection
of the ztaff is to be left in the hands ol
the committee., Professor David is not
going. The expedition will start from Mel
bourne, the point arrvived at being duc
| south ot 1t, and its main Antarctic base is
to be 1n Adele Land. There will be other
bases along the coastline and inland, and |
exploring trips will be made by sledge and |
motor. “The area to be covered wil be
within range (at night) of wireless tele
graphy from the ].’-Iuﬁ, New Zealdnd,’

Austrahan geological and zoological pro
blems aré expected to be solved, and Dr.
Mawson says it is possible that rich ore
deposits may be found., The problem of
| cobnection - between  Australia, = South!
Afriea, and South America, and Antarctica !
will be further investigated. ‘A good dea)’
of mew mapping work will be done, and
meteorological and other observations will,
stipplement those of the Scott expedition,

“What about this reporied Japanese ex. !
pedition?” Dr. Mawzon was asked.

“The ground was secured for us by Sit
Froest  Shackleton’s anneuncement in
. March,” spid Dr. Mawson. “It's a matter!
' of international etiquette not to get in
ahead in such cases; but we hear the Japa.
nese are on their way south. I am wonder-
ing whether they're contravening this intep |
national rule. It seems from reports that
their equipment is quite inadequate for a
| polar expedition. It may be that their 5b:
ject 18 really to exploit the seal oil and

elt industry of the south. There seems to!

a good deal to be made out of it. The
Japanese control already the herring and
seal oil mmdustry in Behring Strait. Secing
that Australinns have taken no interest in
i{be southemm industry, the Japanese may!
very likely be going down withont =ayving
much to find out about it. They ought to
be in Sydney goon, They leit Japan some
time ago.”

Dr, Iiiuwson*a cxpedition. wall probably
be in the south for two yewrs.

.

Antarctica regions as they are known Lo-
day, be had mliﬂﬂf paper per-

forated in sugc.dighm.hmch fresh dut?vtell;r
awas announced he ripped a section o "
yaper off the map with his atick, reveal-
g a new-found strip of sea or land, a8
- the case might be. coneluding his re-
view Dr. Mawson said—“A number of ex-
yu-ditiiuna wre nu:ﬁaﬁuﬁl to bt:rétw:mr:
ios, . “Tbike _Elmdmﬂm{“l] Scottish pational
vxpedition, under Dr. Druce, to prosccute
ucatographic work in the Sonthern Atlan.

tie, .and o mvﬁ_tﬂ_ the land between
e e e e Tt Fieioer, )]
nien on, 1 Jaeot, itzner,
the ion between Grabam’s Liand and
Coats Land; (3) a Japanese ¢ tion to
that south of the Facific n (this
wxpedition 1 said to have left Japan; but
slotuils of its intentions are shrouded in
mystery); (4) lately another expedition
“hus been reported as prepuring for work
upon the Jcy seas  between Alexander
Jsland nrd)gng Edwurd Land; (5) an
Australian  expedition to explore  the
antaretic continent belween U Adare
und Guuss " Though touched upo
bas early ns “only six or sev mmed{ :l
tions, he went on 1o say, ever came within

ioht of land until duripg the last 15/
;-:E}}rs. 3 It wes not mtﬁm that the'

antarctic winter bad been expericnced, and
the contribntors of various expeditions re-
ferred only to isolated spots of S.000 miles
of coastline. The passive condition of Aus-
tralian enterprise respecting the potentiali.
cies of the antarclic continent  was  roally
jl]ﬁm to lack of public knowledgt relating
Ahcreto, J :
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THE ANTARCTIC.

THE AUSTRALASIAN EXPEDIT10N.

’ ADDRESS BY DR. MAWSON,
. , Janpary Il.
When Dr. Mawson (Adelaide) at the
Science Congress to-day spoke of Captain
Scott's %'emt expeditioh there was a neat |
touch which appealed to the humor and - |
ltemt of everybody. ' He had omitted tc

say a word ut the famous exploits of
Shackleton. “Ob,’" said he, amid laughter,
suddenly recollecting
something very ally, “1 had forgotiten |
Elmcklt-tinn.’ ' tﬂé&cﬁ;g 1l hfh tull"ﬂ n.:c-'bﬁ ?
map a long sinp L ¢ ae o
-thﬂpwhil.r: wauste of puper. It showed at a
glance the famous dush to & &pol mearet
the South Pole than had ever been pre
viously attained. The chief -
ndd‘xém me at the ﬂ;‘mn -y Hmﬂ
Spoke O own expedition. He
;-ufuodu it clear t-ht].?; object is not to reach
the South Pole, but to explore in the in:
teresta of science the t Antarctic conti
f%ﬁnt between Cape Odare and Gnuberg
For many years expeditions from Australia
‘had been coutemplated, but never realised.
“Australian support bad, nevertheless,

time to time tly aided British e :
tion in Amﬂ'ﬂz .;ntareﬁm‘ : n
however, that the spirit of ente:

tuwrning back as if
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