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ANTARCTIC. |

AUSTRALASIAN EXPEDITION,

ADDRESS BY DR. MAWSON,
v SYDNEY, January 12,

“Preliminary arrangements are  being
made for the equipment and dispateh of
the Australesinn expedition to explore the
antarctic contiment between Cape Adare
cand Gauss Berg,” said Dr. Mawson, who is
to lead the expedition, in the course of an
address on Antarctica at the Science Con-
i:rmm tn—dni*. Professor Masson presided,
le believed that if this expedition were
snecessfully organized, and Dr. Mawson
placed at the head of i, one of two things
would happen. Either he would do some-
thing creditable to himeelf and Australia,
ur!he would leave his bones at the =outh
pole. : 2
_For 'many years, said Dr. Mawson, expe-
| aitions from Australin had been contem-
plated, bot had never realized Australian
support. { was noi, however, that the
ginnt of enterprise was lagking, The appa-
rent apathy was due to the unfamiliar con- |
ditions of Antarctica aud the absence until !
recently of reliable data relating thereto.
{°Uhe beaving of antarctic meteorology on!
Australinn weather was apparent to all.|
and the jong particuluy coast to be inves-
tigatesd by lf‘li.‘i expedition was suitable for |
& far south station. From a scientilic pong
of view there was no otber pur%_\ﬂf he

.

case, 'th'ufmw xplorer A
monktrate that he is well enfitled o

‘confidence and support In the prosecu-
‘tion of his important enterprise.
The objects of the expedition will -'.']
scientific and economie, It will make
no dash for the Pole, but will explore
the 2,400 miles of cosstiine between
Cape Adare and Gauss'Berg, the point
in Kaiser Wilhelm Land at which the
German expedition of 1901 wintered.
Its work is expected to fill in the gaps
between the achievements of the par-
ties led by Shackleton and Gauss. At
present all the coastline referred to 18
unexplored. The small portions marked ,_
on the map were sighted in the distance
by various expeditions and pavigators.
'These chartings are untrustworthy, as
no landing was ever made except by
Dumont d'Urville and his companions.

. In 1840 Wilkes mapped a cgqatoenl |

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S OPPORTUNITY |
Dre. Mawson's appaal [or c4U,000 1o equip
an Australinn expedition for antarctic ex-
ploration 15 not likely to full on deaf frun.'
Australians [:ridn themselves on their pa-
triotism, and here is a chance to demon-
strate it in & practical way, The spimt
cof adventure and conguest is. atill alive,
and Australia of the three great continents
that lic below the equator is to lead in
the mt4e-rr:‘r-isf.}‘;'r At is up to South tAustr-
lia to make a hy response, This ix
the homeland of the'leader (Dr. Maws=on),
and a golden opportunity 18 thus presented, |
not only to asssd in the proposed expedi-
tion, bat to show appreciation for his past
gervices in the cause of science. The Pre-
sident of the Rovual Geogrephical Society |
(Mr. A. W. Piper), when questioned on
Thursday, said—"I aghall shortly briog the
gubject of Dr. Mawson's proposged Austra-
han antarctic expedilion before the coun-
ci] of the society, whera I am sure the
geheme will recelve every encouragement, |
To my nund Australia owes s duty to her-
self as the nation of the Southern Hemis- |
phere to promote scientific antarctic ex- |
ploration. The results must be beneficial,
whether they include economic and com-
mercial fruits or not. I hope Dr. Mawson - |
will soon prove that the £40,000 required |
i8, as_he says, no insuperable obstacle.” with high mountains close to the coast,
The Ch:_n._m::ultur of the University (His but Ross afterwards sailed over the
Honor Sir Samuel Way, Bart.) spared a S
few moments out of a busy day to com- places where the mountains were Sup-
mend the pmjechl '_'Natum]]i.-_ ti;._-. Un;.— posed to be located! The land to be tra-
versity is vory much impressed,”” he said, L5
“and ‘will do all in ita ]inmr to faciitate | versed lies due south of Australls,
Dr.  Mawson in  bis  undertaking. Of which is the mnearest civilised country
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Mawzon i3 ¢ne of the zcientific statl, whoso ! - _ C
achievements have ghed Justre on the in-| the first spot touched will be ape
Hlli'it“l[iﬂm The coutiedl gm?]tt'dfhim Jeave ! Adare. Thence the explorers will jour-
of absence 4o accompany the former ex- o R : :
pedition, and intendd to follow the same ney westward, and establish bAsSes o
' ' intervals nntil Gauss Bay is reached,
the main base being in Adelie Land, al-
most directly south of Adelaide. From
these buses sledge and motor trips will *

course again on thig ocoasion.”
~ | . \b[l qll

be made inland; and by this means it is

/ hoped to thoroughly examine and sur-

T = === vey the whole region. It is caleunlated

- that the bases will be within the range

-
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antarciic which so much deserved gxamina-
uon. There was also o considerable pros-
| pect of an economiv return from whale and |
genl products and from guano and mineral
'.ﬂ:-alll:.h. The geographical position of this
land and the privileges of Australians in
taking advantuge of 1ts economic products
rendered tne collection and elaboration of
scientitic data therefrom obligalory upon
tthem. The Auwstralizfn contingent. which
accorupanied Sir ]i‘rntﬁ-'ﬂimx}tiumn on his
| recent eapedision shewed what conld be
done by Australians with no previous expe:
1ence of pr-!ur work. Now that they had
pained this experience it would be a pity for
Australia to lose advant:ge of it. |
I Dr. Mawson, continuiry, said—*“I spent
| the firet half of last yvear in lurope tli.scuu-'l
«ing the fubject with the leading polar ex-

A USTR J'LI.-I."L AEH THE

plorers and enquiring into all the details ANTARCTIC, - of the wircless telegraphie station At
requisite fop an antarctic expedition. This Sl sl | the Bluff. New Zealang. Dr. Mawson

i~ to be aimed at a scientific and econowmic, At a N ] 13 il
investiention of ithat  great lIﬂl‘IP]ﬂl‘l?d < _“m Science Congress In sSydney
mountainous coast Iving down south of Aus- | on Wednesday Dr. Douglag Mawson ox- |
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says that from a selentific point of view
no other part of the Antarctic deserves
g0 much attention, There is also a con-

1

i::‘li!.i:‘m js to set out in
L eumstanees,

in ~cientitie work which bave been discussed

with Capt. Scott, The dispatch of an Aus-|

trelian expedition will be an important epi-
sode in onr history, for it is an undertaking

which at least will stimulate the spint of
' maritime enterprise, whieh is an indispen- !

sable element of national greatness, Ii
ever in the history of Australasra an expe-

favourable c¢ii-
the foture well
must  be imme-
lont. So

and with
assured of Success, 1t
diatelv. No time i3 to "be
surely  as 1t Japses :
foreign _ nations  will step n
secure this most valuable portion of the

for the moment !
and |

expedition to Antarctica.
' the distinguighed young scientist’s on-

| thusiasm is Infectious, for the reception

accorded to his proposal strongly en-
courages the hope that the £40,000
| needed to cover the cost of the enter-

| prise will be raised in the Common-

wealth and New Zealand, and that a
company of daring explorers will start
southward before the end of the vear,

-

j The project i a natural ontecome of the

Apparentty, !

2Uata therefrom obligatory upon them. ',

siderable prospect of an economic r- |

turn from whale and seal products, and
from guano and mineral deposits. The
soographical position of this land and
the privileges of Australians taking
advantage of its produgts render the
collection and elaboration of scientific

This is the right spirit in which to re-
«ard the subject, and it remalns for pa-
triotic stewards of wealth generously

antarctic continent for themselves, aud {or
aver from the control of Australia, [ am
Tuvlly prepared, and preliminary arrange-
ments have been made, to get out from
Australia at the end of November next,|
The work will take 17 months—onc winter,
and two summers, or possibly two winters
and three sumnmers-——before, the realization

‘active participation of a few Austra-
Jians in the memorable Shackleton ex-
| pedition which located the South Mag-
‘netic Pole. As the petrologist of that
party Dr. Mawson won deserved fame |

and wlisely to foster an undertaking,
which will eertainly reflect honour upon
those associated with it. Australia’s re-
lations to the Antarctic require her
people to take a practical interest in the

fin 1814.

of one of the greatest scientific events in
the history of Australia, viz., the meeting
of the British Associntion for the Advance-
ment of Science to take place in Avstralia
The importance to Auvetralia of
being able to prescnt the results of such
an expedition at that meeting cannot be
overs=timated. Ve T
*“The large amouni of money required is
1 great barmer to.the enterprise. Tt will
mean & total sum of £40,000, This 18,

however, no insaperable obstacle; indeed. |

many wealthy Aunstraliang wonld not ‘feel

| the losk of the whole smount in smaHer

ra-

sums. 1t would not reguire the co-ope
ing

tion of many individuals to secore the

| of deods that'would build for themselves

clude humanity from the Antarctic acts

and exhibited In remarkable degree the '
peculiar qualifications essential to sus-
(cessfal research work in the Polar re-

gions. The severs privations and hard-
ships inseparable from long journevs
over vast fields of broken ie wore
cheerfully endured, because his mind

and imagination were fired with love

of adventure and an irrepressible desire
to probe mysteries previously unra-
vealed, Nature's stern resolve to ox-

future of Jands which, as the work of
exploration rapidly. proceeds, are Dbe-
coming more ecasily accessible to the
agencies of civilization. The Geographi-
val Societies of Australasin will pro-
bably lend the way towards the realiza-
tlon of a scheme which appeals alike to
scientists and all  public-epirited  eiti-
lzens. Australla would indeed have
cause for commendable pride if at the
meeting of the British Assoclation in
the Commonweaith in 1914, Dr. Maw-

/| an everlasting name, and prodoce books N8 A spur to men of the gtamp of Dr, son should be in a position to detail the

| full of stir and achievement of a new cra| Mawson to make  repeated and valuable accomplishments of an Ans-
fﬁffﬁﬁ.""ﬂ’n m.r-:-.:ﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁ i’&ﬁﬁ;’; detrmined  efforts lo  compel hor tralasian Antarctic expedition,
main content to allow distant countries to to yield up her stores of - — —

ach on their inherited preserves; can
pﬁumtmlia. remain heedlesa of tlde land of
great potentinhitios lying at our doors; ean
| onr pational gonscience remain uns in
| the face of achievemenis to be accom-

treasure. The true explorer I8 undec
the sway of a mighty impulse, which,
s it accords with the higher intuitions

| plished—achievements such as have ever of his soul, must bo obeyed. Some men
: -ﬁf;‘!;ﬂ,ﬂ, girders in the Coostitutions of “I ‘are a8 surely “raised up” to be geo-
| Protescor Maseon aid be hoped nothmg|  Taphers and scientists, as are others to
wauIn EeIa ModonaT o Bk ‘be eminent rulers and religious and
Na for “Awsiraliana [0 mmport what was! social benefactors, and it is tbe duty of

| to be a pecoliarly ! n!lw » expedition, | A discriminating public to facilitate the
Rl S LR N2 Bl performance of their missions. In this

of in-



