Tht:- +Cﬂhmss n[ the imtmlnsmu Am
-::mtmn for the Advancement of Scicnes in
"-hunet to which a good deal of our space
‘has been  devoted during the past few
days, j¢ an event mpﬂhlr of being regarded
fmm severtl points of view, 1y has served
lin ‘the first placy to bring tagether the
‘acknow ledped leaders of many formg of jn-
vestigation, and at the sme time has af-
forded to men engaged 1n dilferent pir-
suits a eouvenient ommrtumt\ ol becoming

aciquainted with the general results  ob-
tained in each, and of perceiving earlier
hth.m nught utm-rmw be possible the ex-
istance of some common  ground between
studies which at first sight do not appear
fo be conmected with each other®  An
obvious danger to which scientific enquirers
are exposed is avoided when occasions opeur
for releasing them from the trammels of «
too narrow and too exclusive specialism.
But it may be doubted whether after all
such gatherings do. not fulfil® their most
valued function when thay  awaken the
numerous unscientihc members of the odu-
'eated, classes .o a perception of the intel- |
iectual gratifications, no less than of :h..j
possibly incaleulable valwe of the resulis
which science often vields to its votaries, |
This Jast named objeet s of speciul m- |
port.unn, fto o young couniry wihers atten. |
lion is necessarily devoted vory Ll!‘g’t"h'}
‘to utilitarian ]mrmm* and where imo- |
rance alike of =cience and of HLILTI'[HILl
methods of enquiry and of reasoning is :rm
doubt as excusable as it is widely prova-
llent. ITor the gencral enconragement of
'seience, or more properly speaking the en-
couragement of =cientiic methods of
thought, the stimulus of public ompion is
urgently required, and {his stim@lys the
meetings of, the Association for the Ad-
vancement of Saence may do much :.u
create.

The matter iz one of wital importance
to Australasm, because, as pointed out hy
the president, Professor Urme Masson,
Melbourne, the neglect. of science by any!
country must be fraught with evils of in-
caleulable gravity.  Some of these have |
already been realised in Australasin, where
the devotion of their time and Jabor to
apphed science, to the almost tota]l exelu-
xion-of pure science. is greatly militating
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cagninst the usefidness” of

rand otner centrez of learning,
| having the disastrous effect of driving to
| other hields some the most  brilliant
devotees of seientific ressarch the world
mas produced, The number of students
who bave owed fo Australesin their birth

our universities)
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or traimmineg. but have fonmnd too narrow
and restrided the SCOe which iL
aiters - tor  abilities which have never
been  surpassed., nnd in . somp  cases
never equelled. wounld furmish a lengthy
list,  .and L'.Lp departure  for other

'-'-I"Ih‘lﬁ*.-i I'J'f Lo }H'L"]"hf'tﬁ m‘ ..u_'-i“;:],l"l?|r ‘l..\'ll.l"l-
have due honor gave in their own country
represents o serious loss to this part of the
world. No donbt by going vlsewhere they
Tﬂf.i\'{":‘T.Eri;‘ far and wide tiw land tha: hes
reared them, aond belp to show that the
astoniching amount of talent praduced by
the scanty population of Austvalasin during !
the few deendes of its existence i= not)
limited to vocalists, instrnmentalists, nove-
lists, plavwrights, or the votaries of one or
pother biranch of athleticism, But {or this
ndvnrlim-mr-m_ we have an exeessive I“'i‘i'“
1o pay o the reputation we are liable (o
eim. a= a ecounlyy which eapnot afford to
kéen its oWwn zeninses or provide them swith
lacilities for the emplm ment of thewr skill.
Mill worse s the injury: we suffor when we
deprive ourselves  of the opportunity af.
forded by their presence of mlving scien-
tific problems peculiar to ourselves in
_modiml mrhmi.ml and other ficlds, There.
fore it is that we heartily rendorse Pro-
fessor Masson's plea that time and means
may be found in our universities for the
cultivation of what Ye colls vthose “inte
resting inutilities” which appertain to pure
sience. With greater atteption to this |
EE i:;.;lrpn:tt we might, as Professor r
gt essor Laby pointed out,
Pl the services of many eminent |
| phyxicists who have left our umversities to
advance thc;- cause of science in countries |
ndu:rn fcope and ehcouragement for
"Mﬁf research were rmirt!:r greater,

xeience, unwm experi

less instances o!- the meruiﬁz of the nm:-

into the other, and of the folly of attempt.
ing to set & limit to what is practical in
seience und what is not.  Some of the most
conspicuous additions to the medical know-
ledge of the past hundred years avere due
to the experimental work of biologists in
tho labormtories, brought into operation by
physicians and surgeons only when it had
already reached An advanced stage of de-
velopment.. It was the lhbars af schleiden
and Schwann which established the *eell
theory,” that in torn led Lo the discoveries
of Pasteur and  Lister, and Rontzen
wax  far  from thinking of surgery
or its requirements when in his modest
Inhoratory 2t Wurzhurg Lo undertond: his
research on the cathode rays of Bir Wil
hiam Crookes. Another example of the me-
dical application of scientific work s fur-
!niﬁhfrtl by the labors of the French and
1

Italians 1nvestigators of malara, nand by
their discovery that the several phases  of
Lagiee corresponded with those of the de-
' velopment and mudtiplication of o parasite
contained in the blood cells,  But it wou'd
need more gpace than ean be spared (o (x-
haust the facts which in every deparimeny
of human knowledge or human indvstry
Fmi;.:l'n‘. be cited to show the value
lHL‘ﬂl‘l."‘ll work undertaken in the intercsis aof
pure or anstract scionce and with no utili-
11{“ 1an ooject immediately in view, and to
| sustain the ]ﬂm urged by more than one
‘of the savants in Sydney for the enlarge-
ment of the scope of university training in
Australia, g0 Lbat & shall not be limited
merely to the exposition of existing know-
ledge.
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Two distinct * but, it may be, paraliel
movements are clearly * discermble n the
sducational world. There is an inercasing
disposition so to graduate the steps of the §
academic ladder as to facilitate the ascent’
of all who find a place upon it to the highest.
vungs, if they have the necessary capacity |
and determination to climb. At the sumej|
{ime a growing desive is manifested for the :
e=tablishment of greater uniformity in the
standards which represent the suecessive
otages that are reached, As an mmportant
and perhaps a guiding force, opéraling on
both these lines, a higher appreciation ok,
education is plainly visible in all classes of
“the community. In this vespect something
;:',]‘1]1I‘mlt‘hilt:1. 10 i I"ﬁ.ﬂ'ﬂlutriﬂﬂ il"l. '[}'H.hliﬂ
| thought hag taken place, A wide depar-
]tun- irom  former ideals one of its re-
“sults, The notion that o passable azquam-
tance with what were called the three R's!
‘was o sufficient oquipment for the averags
subject of primary cducation has lung
been abandoned. [t 18 true that no selfs
Jrespecting person will now quote with  ap-
proval Pope's famous line, Which was once |
regarded 48 o mere truism—"A little learn- |
ing 18 a dangerous thing.” The further ex-
| hortation, “Drink deep, or taste not,” 18]
admitted to be unsound advice, and in |
' direet contravention to the older maxim
that knn“]edgr is power, KFinality in this}
quest is 1m;m1hlu. for the h:nhc-.r the alta-
tude the widcr i the outlook, and it would
be the merest folly to urge that those who
'cannot attan the summit  should con-)
tentedly abide on the plain.: Education Imnt
to a'large extent been democratised, so o
| speak, and the process i= still going on. No
Jonger the exclusive heritage of those who
fare ‘born with the proverbial silver spoon/
i their mouths, education is the recog-
nised birthright of every child. Accidents
of birth have the effect of variously handi-
capping those who enter the race, but the
medifications of educationa]l systems have |
‘ns their general effect the lessening. it |
\not the removal, of inequalities, so that
', capacity and talent may bave a better
| ¢hance. Possibly an incidental offect has
/been an almurnml nt:mtlll.m to educnﬂtm on
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{ Hitherto the dﬂ-eloprnem. of luqhﬂ‘ ed

| proceeded generally according. to 30‘:!-1 ;d,ﬂ,l.

ak l:he dnu of ﬁﬂ?’ wa ,'.
"thﬁ ani mm '-I '.- 5
tively illustrates the m
What is gomg on lnmng ;.
| pening also in pﬂ\i:lf
wonwealth, and when
| Western Mh#ht WQ
their own, Auﬂn.lu
| seats of Iﬁurm ﬁih}'
far and wide. Wﬁlt'
fh:.r the ageneies now q:;
- courngement of 'second
<clf of inestimable value, aj
Las not been limiled 10 ool
1t has ramified E:u':mwﬂy . I
primary system, rpisiug its » !17-‘“'11- . aNie
mating its wﬁrhm and ine -. - iy Rl
Cleney. Omne of the Eubjﬂﬂs abe BN § ‘1-’1-1;‘1‘-
Science Copgress was the in o108 "
universities on the cwrricula’ gi' !
unr it i& obvionsly mw:ltnble
influence must be continug work, Prm-.
fessor Camslaw, who in eeﬂ-"'thu 'lp
{ argued that the ummtqn m ‘l}.‘i.
some secunity for the previon t
those who extend their classrooms B '*--{
pointed out Lhat the mndlﬁohll’ﬂlﬂr
posed wonld affect the work of x #&
would not pursue their stodies ﬂr_ﬂ. wol-
| varsitvs T Henee iU Tollows that the ‘charas
ter of the last hnk in° the Edﬂﬂllﬂ'llrﬂ
chain will in srvat messure nuwrhnuwm
( that of the next, but extend al) the
]7 alang to the very beginning,  Nor is thi
the whole, Teaching universities do nuch
more than mould the character and dl.‘:*
‘velop the caphbilitios of fndividoalk §
gtheir nortals o procession of men and w
s men issues intothe world to take lﬂlﬁl L
positions of different kinds iny '.'Im activi-
ties of the community, It wasa percep-
ytion of Ttk Jorce thus ta be El‘ﬂ‘c‘.l'll
capplied Lt prompted’ the *hlu Ehﬂ
{ Rhodes in his' far-reaching und alu“tmn-
hlw plan for a tmﬂhmg Universitg , | 0 ’
l""{llll‘]: Alrica. Towards this object it i
seid that  £200,600 of the fonds hef—‘lu
in trust are to be devoted, and the !'em
will e made up to half a millmnh' i‘ﬁ
Julius Wernher and Mr. Otto Beit. Wit
«~imilar ideas in hi: mind, Sir Frec .,
Lagard, the Governor of Hmaﬁi 'h-'.:
Jformuiated his scheme fur a Iﬁll‘ﬂ'ﬂtl
-Lh at supremely important unt'l'ﬂ of Aﬁim
commerce, whenee will radiate “Western
{learning  throughout the Gl'iml
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cation in the several and often
separated parts of the Briti!h
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samilarity in some mmm
s resulted, the undesirables W
ﬂﬂﬁ = lf",

 comes all the greater as

linked up
Hence a pm}n-u
Congresz of the Umversltlﬁj -'
has been set on foot and has aln

are
scheme.

& meeting recently held at th
of London, which was attended OF
sentatives of nearly all tllt mversi
the United Kingdom. A
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them sent thar ¥ luo-thlﬂ!tuW’-.-
the meeting, which resolved IJ:H-'lf
liome committee of the Ehmreﬁ "I'I-E
to proceed so far as to ﬁxh
the date of the gathering, @
draft scheme of mbjeeht fﬁr
The time arraoged 18 June
and the sugwested topics HH‘ !
fonr  divisions—university
universities in ‘their relat
and undergraduates, unis
relutions to t-mdull ¢ 53

work, and universities n M"fh

cation, The hHeld 18 pﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂ}' v
Oversed  Universities ure
suggestions which will Ilfl'ﬂ‘l’ u
an agenda.  An avowed o
gathering is to fﬂdhtn (0 !
promote uniformity in hﬁ@“f
throughout the ]'}-'Tltﬂﬂ‘ T" ;

in the Commonwenlth is '

and an Impcml qui'l”
noble coneeption. Ik



