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Organised education, as we are beginning !
to understand , “is  of comparatively |
modern growth and is manifesting rapid
development, Ome need not be o patriarch
to remember when the commonplace idons
of to-day found mre expression and ob-|
tained still less frequent consideration.
Germs of the prinviples which have taken |
 deep oot and are producing excellent res|
sults may be recognied in the utterances |
of o few advanced thinkers, but there wus ||
no general disposition to redace them to
practice.  Schools were for the most part ||
independent of each cother in their operas
tions, as  were  schoolmasters in  thar
methods,  Concerted action was  almost
Eltltknu\'-‘Il. and the notion of a national
svatem had scarcely appeared above  the )
‘horizon.,  Among the scocol workers there ||
wns o good deal more of competition thiu |
of co-operation, and a complete sense of |
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what educition signifiecs as a factor in
sociul  lite  wnse  praclticadly nou-existent.
While the average standard ordinavily

ammed at was low its attainment was hin
dered by difficultics of many kinds, Ac-|
cordingly a training which wonld now be
regarded as elementary and inidequate was
deemed in most  cacea to he a sufficiant
equipment for life’s duties, and illitericy
was the rule rather than the exceptios.
The changed estimate, the higher stan-
dard, the improved methods. and generally
the enormons development that has taken
place, result from the concurrent action of |
several causes, some of them almost world- |
wide 1n their mange. We inay attribute to
the spread of demoerncy ‘the usbandon-
nient of the old idea that higher education
15 the exclusive prerogative of the rich,
|and the provision of mews by which its
advantages are thrown open to all
classes, To the increased facilities
tor niercourse and communication are
largely due ‘the stimulating effects
ol - association,- ~the  free exchanze
of wvigws, =and° the comparison - of|
mathods which aids in the selection of tho
fbest, Fducational congresses and con.
ferences have had an  irereasingly wides
range, and have made Jarge
to the science of the subject, the valva of
which * it wounld be diffienlt
Tate,

Preparations are being made for two
such conferences in the metropolis of the
BEmpire, and in both of them we arel
directly interested.’ The Tmperial Univer-
sitics' Congress of 1912 is heing arranged
for-by the University of London, and re-
cent. events indicate that it will probably
exercise a profound effect on the life of the
Empire. Its scope is go wide that it might
almost be termed international, for not
only will it include the British Dominions
and the English-speaking race, but a most
imporiant. Asiatic section wil] be repre-
gented. Few movements are more note-
worthy or pregmant with greater possibili-
ties than the extension of higher education
| among the Oriental peoples on Oriental |
lines. Sir Frederick Lugard’s schieme for
a University at Hongkong—much the most |
important of all Asiatic seaports—has
found favor throughout Chinu and Japan.
Shortly after the proposed wvisit of the
King and Queen to Indian next year had
been annommeed the political leader of the
great  Mabomedan community proposed
the foundation of a Mahomedan Univer
sity at Aligarh to commemorate the event,
These are striking illustrations of what is
going on everywhere. A new value is
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of education i# recognised as an
tssential  element  of  general  pro-|
gress. Contentment with a  mere|

smattering is a thing of the past, and the |
conviction gains strength continually that |
the greatest benefit to the race comes from
the topmost boughs of the tree of know-|
ledge. In Mis sketchy autobiography, en- |
titled “Random Recollections of Men' and
Events” Mr. 7. D. Rockeicller paye a
e Tistic: in not. only to higher
education, but to the highest—the depart-|

it of scientific rescarch. Other agencies, |
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uation, but this yiclds world-wide -ﬂﬂﬂujtﬁ
tages which promote the welfarg of the |

‘entire human race. By the wide of the|
plutocrat’s appraisement may be placed the |
‘democrat's ideal of aiding whoever has the
requisite brains to overcomg the handicap
of circumstances and. elimb the ladder to
ats highest mng. | ‘
. Within a few weeks an Imperial Con-

ference on Fducation will assemble in Lon-
don, at- which delegates are expected to
asseroble from India, the self-governing Do- h
minions, and the Crown colonies. The
‘Canadian Department of Edncation will be
yepresented.  The Directors of Education
from New South Wales and Western Aus-
tralia (Mr. Board and Mr. Jackson) are to
be prosent.  South Australia is to be re-
presented by the Rev, Bertrum an:'ker.
the founder of the Kindergirten esystem
here, and Alr, Kirkpatrnick, the Ageni-
General, Mr. Williams being unable to leaye
Adelnide at the time.  This gathering will
be a development of the conierence organ-/
jsod by the League of the Empire in 1007,
but will be held under the anspices of the
Imperial Government. Iis programme of |
subjects will necessarily be wide and im-
portant, if for no other reason than be- |
cause of the cxpansion which 15 con- |
stantly procecding.  In all progressive
nations this condition is to be witnessed,
and it is inereasingly apparent that in

both national and racial rivalry it wﬂl have
a4 profound if not a determining influence.

Within what is now undersiood to be 1ia
legitimate scope :m:rvthms is incladed,

and the onward march is u‘mﬂ- as wall as
sure. Children of school-going age espe-
cally, but in a sense before and after that
pericd, are accounted the most valuable of
mational assets, of which it is the surcst
ecomomy to make the most and the best.
The hungry must be fed; the ill-clad
provided for; the physically t?’t"ftﬂ-i‘i'ﬂ,
whether in sight, heanng, dentition, or
other respects, specially treated; the duil
and feeble-minded helped by abpropriate
means; and all this either apart irom, m-_in_
addition to, the regular curmculum. ;‘L'*Et
farther, trusncy, is to be checked, families

in sparsely-populated localities are 10 ba
provided  for, and the crusade against |
jenorance or neglect s 1o be prose
cuted in 'every posSidle way. Human
aature © is  much = the  ssme  eVEryy |

{he result of expericnce in dealing with .:'t_
under  diverse conditions constitutes &
fund of knowledge winch may be trams-
muted into educational wisdom. t
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Rorsomo years wa have beon agking ours

r:lves the of the delizbtfully pic-|

Luresqae wcivgi:-n %ﬁuumvmjk Wwhich adorng !

the front of thet fine bulding onm North

terrace, the Adelaide Conservatorium - OfF |
Music, At first we were afraid that it was

omly a temporary glructure, but it has long
since assumed the hue aud goneral appear-

ance of permanency. We figured ‘out thal

when wirenetting was put around  at, )

would be a capital fowlhouse; but, of

course, there i3 no need of such a place au

vommection with Conservatoriums of Music.

' ght that when covered with

.sary to remove the whale of ihcwqhgi . e

‘ax soon as possible the
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51?1;;‘! it would muke an ideal blackiel |

lows' wurlie, but & wurlie in that posilion

would be inconvenient (gaa the classic music
atre of the Culture City. Corrobborees

‘and muosic wouldn’t mix very ucely. Some
eople mﬂt milﬁ'.'_%ﬂl_lthiku it fué' an l'ui""
ke ‘parch, if it were not so pal-

Eﬁlyga.ﬂ {ew  miserable sticks of timber
o

ped to the buldi 70 0& to render it’
i.r#:n eyesorn to North terrace and the pub-
lic. yway, it ia there for same purpose
pr other, no doabl—perhaps 1o encourige
ite ants, snd alko y from any

choleric over the sight
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'ﬂuru'win.:.{he_f s npt Wi
| dents, or with “Teachibe

| compluint levelled against condidates i s
].un‘!g._nf? : ' F‘;'-'-r-.;
and the chi eld o 'fi"":' it "1k in

r]iﬂ_h_ lliﬁtm- Hﬂ# : l“:—‘:l_'}-.ln_::r T “-'.:"I- - |
years of age to be exported to write witht
the tersemess of Kme .‘.fi;:;'.‘_‘__'-;.____: od w
haking and ambiruots goestions and
lied with materal

merk 1'.‘h}t]l| is HQE i e thun o ug
farmtigo of facts put togelbher In . Mokt 1
inbergtiﬁg, uninstrue T":’f

inh 'tn.'ﬂt-n'h:nt_.'_'-'ﬂofﬂﬂft lage, ol
' with ndther instinet for treatment, s
for the picturesque, nor Mistoncal pecs
tive? Surely it were betler il Gun
pors realized their responsibl;

State in thus selting a textbook wilioh will
he the sole historical dietdry of wmany
thousands of minds, and 1 hich 15 poaran-
tesd to destroy any buodd ".',._g.-"'!: e g i
further reading and refeanch n the won-
derful realms of - hisiory. = Fokter * Frases
said that we are viderly UnteEl s the,
{dumentals of history. SNEHSS
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- ADDITIONS TO THE UN
| BUILDING. NG ]
To-day Mr. W. B. Bland, whe sec
 contrict for the copstruction of a
to the main edifice of the University
oz, will begin work, and at the #péc
quest of the cou and . the arch
il\iem‘t:s,_ Woodz & Bagot) he will pu
the rm.mcirccd concrete flogr over the pre-| | .
sent single storey structure ficst, in the
hope that it will not be necessary o thr
the lower lecture rooms out of use durin
the first term. The contract is to add
storey to the northern part of the bloe
ior the purpoze of providing additional
library accommodation and lecture and
other rooms, and it will therefore be nes

single storey apartments before the ac
tions can be started. M.M%
gin the demolition of the roof to-dd

work will be fixed to carry the reinforesd
concrete which will act as a ceiling for
existing rooms and floor for the )
ments, and he hopes 'to have the -
this work ¢nm1[1ﬂir:tf:d by the third i
March, when the rooms on the ground ﬂ“ﬁ
will be required t'm;_,(l[yetur: purposes.
1= intended to use Sydney {reestone for

1
- |
-
L 4 ||
i

' oX walls, as the rest of the hllﬂdmlﬂal
[m:uﬂtructﬂl of that matevial.
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