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Tar Mgprosrt ScE0OL AND THE Go-
vERNMENT. — Lhe Government have finally
vefused to renew the grant which sustains
the Adelaide Medical School. The hopes
of those who desire to see South Aus-
tralia supplying and educating at least a
fair proportion of its own qualified medi-
cal practitioners must therefore be turned
in the direction of the speedy replacement
of the preseat Cabinet by men who have,
in this and other matters, at least some
little conception of the requirements of the
people’s welfare in sickness and in health,
and some sorbof conscience in keeping faith
with students who have begun the course
of study for the medical degree. The
transparent plea of poverty comes with a
particularly bad grace from a Ministry
which has notoriously squandered money
on things from which the community as a
whole has received no benefit, and which,
moreover, was in a posifion to announce,
only last week, that, at the present rate
of progress, the year’s income promises
to be a good deal in excess of its
Treasurer’s estimate. The state of the
public finances, we are afraid, 1s being made
use of in this instance as the stalking-horse
for' private grudges. In the meantime
the crisis in the history of the Medical
School must be dealt with somshow o
other, and 2 special meeting of the Uni-
versity Council is to be held on Friday for
the purpose of considering the unfavour-
able answer of the Government to the
forcible representations of the deputation
which waited upon the Minister of Educa-
tion a few weeks ago. The serious nature
of the position arises from the fact
that the lectures of the first fexm begin
next montk, and unless the students
who are continuing their courses for the
medical degree and diplomaa have the ad-
vantage of receiving lectures from a
certain number of specialists—one for
each subject of their course—they may
study a3 much as they please, but their
degrees, even if obtained, will not be
recognised by the General Council of the
Medical Association or by the Registration



Boards of any of the adjoining colonies. In
addition tothe Professorof Anatomy, whose
continuance in officeis fortunately secured
' through the munificence of Sir Thomas
Elder, there are no less than nime
specialist lecturers, who respectively take
up the subjects of physiology, medicine,
surgery, diseases of “'women and children,
the eyes, the ears, the nature of drugs,
and medicine asapplied to lunacy and the
law. 1t 1s impossible to combine these
subjects under the charge of two or three
lecturers, because the regulations of the
General Council provide that the majority
of themn must be taken up singly, each by




its own speuah% and it is an :Ldvanmge to.
have the services of medical men who
are in pra,ctlce and who keep cnmtantly
in touch with the special duties of their
profession.  The Council of the Univers
sity intend, as we announced several
weeks ago, o wmake an appeal to the

Ppublic spirit of the present lecturers, |
desiring them to co-oporate with the
object of preventing the complete col-
lapse of the Medical School. —This
means, of course, that these gentle-
men are to .be  asked to - lec:
ture ‘for little or nothing, and
nat only fo lecture, but also to undertake
the very considerable amount of prepara-
tion and eorganization which amost. of  the |
courses of lectures demand. There arein
all twenty-eight &ubjt.ut.:. in which stu-
<dents have to I)HES in order to. ffet their
degrées, and the fees are a.he&dy heavy.
It has only been by the exercise of very
rigid ' economy. and the keeping down
of salaries to the lowest limit that
the School. has been carvied to its
Ppreseat promising stage. Ye hope that
some, at least, of the lecturers will soe
cheir way clear £6 continuing their work |
until it has been decided by the con-
skituencies whether the colony is to remain
under the rule of men who wantonly dis-
comntenanco soms- of the most valuable
institutions that ﬂﬁl‘ltr]butﬁ to the educa~
tion and  the gcf‘lelal W e_’mre of the

people.
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ADELATDE MEDICAL SCHOOL.
The council of the University of Adelaide
{held a meeting on Friday afternoon to con-
sider the action of the Government in cutting
off the grant of £600 to the Medical School.
The outecome of the discussion was thas 2 com-
mittée was appointed to confer with {he
Minister of Kducation on Monday. The
meeting was then adjourned until Wednesday.




