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- Sir—in re to my letters on the above-
mlﬁr. I?Efwnn has altogether
departed from the question at issuc. The
‘| virtual object of my firat letter, in so far as it
'|referred to Mr. Newman, was to show that
‘I Mr. Newman's diction was not marked by
'{ that purity which one might reasonably expect
‘{ to ind in the writings of an author of books
on grammar and composition. And, by
| quotang verbatim & couple of faulty sentences
from Mr. Newman's brief ‘‘ Preface to No.
6,” 1 succeeded 1n my purpose. [ must coniess
that had Mr. Newman politely admitted his
fallability and requested my real name at that
stage with the object of securing my services
for correcting his bocks, I should have re-
vealed my 1dentity without hesitation. Since, |
however, he has adopted another course I
cannot at present help him to augment the
funds of the Children’s Hospital as he suggests, |
Under the circumstances 1t is very unfortu-
nate for Mr. Newman that he deigned to
notice myv criticisms, In neither of his two
latters does he advance, or even attempt to
advance, a single refutation of my arguments,
On the other hand, each of his epistles!
furnishes additional examples of that slipshod
style of expreasion whinE 80 1l becomes an
author. To prove the accuracy of this state-
ment I shall select a few of the said examples
from Mr. Newman's letters :—(1) Mr. Newman }
writes—'* Bewng & true educator, his half-an- |
eye dalected what was passed by myself and l
two other gentlemen.” This makes the
** half-an-hour” the ‘*‘true educator.” (2)
Mr. Newman tells us that ‘‘every one
admits the valus of Dr, Mitchell’s work at the
University, and by giving cancidates at the
next preliminaery examinstion an hour and a
half at composition the standard of Tnglish
composition in secondary schools will un-
doubtedly be raised.” Let us all earnestly
hope that it may be raised! Who intends
*g@wing” the hour and a half? Mr. Newman’s
sentence does not make this eclear. (3) Mr.
Newman’s assurance that *** Rusticus’ 13 too
well known to me (o call for any lengthy |
comment on bis last production, composed
agasn, 1 perceive, athis suburban retreat” might
have been expressed far more elegantly.
“ Rusticus” does not know Mr. Newman, nor
will he ““call” for any “‘lengthy comment.”
The *“‘again” is also badly chosen; *“also”
| would have suited the case far better; for my
*last produection” was only composed once
and never “again.” {4) ““Could he not have!
helped him?”—a question asked by Mr. New-
man—reminds me of another almost as
indefinite—** When did who chass whom
around the walls of what?’ once asked bv an
examiner. Thislast might easily be enxtended, |
but 1t 1s already quite long enough to serve my |

-

purpose. I am, Sir, &c.,
RUSTICUS.
] __Parkside, March 23.
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Sir Thomas Elder's munificent gift of
£20,000 to endow the Chair of Music at the
University at once places the musical course,
the existonce of which really hung on'the pecu-
nmiary rosults of the public examinations in
‘musiec, out of danger, and there need now be
no further anxiety as to whether the lectures
will be maintained. Musiecal folk are doubt-
less aware that during 1884, through the
efforts of some enthusiasts, a sufficient
sum was collected to maintain a Pro-
|fessor of Music for five years, and that|
in March, 1835, Professor Ives armved here|
and took up his duties at the University. All
|students, who then commenced the musical
course, did so under the distinet understand-
1ing that the lectures might cease altogether at
{the end of 1890. However, the fates were
|Iand to the followers of the * divine ar:,” for
the public examinations in music were in the
meantime established, and at the end of that |
time, the fees were sufficient (or, we believe,
nearly so) to mcet the salary of the Professor
of Music, At the present tim¢ the fees have
| increased so that at the Jast examination there
was o suificient sum . pay an additional
Examiner as weil, who was engaged in the
| person of Mr., W. H. Waule, Mus. Dbac,
R.C.0., of Sydney. Fr: 4 these two sources
—the interest on Sir The aus Klder's gift, and !
lthr_& fees from examir “ ons—the University
should now have about 2.,+ ) a year to spend
on music; aud the que't m will n: “nrally
arise, ““How co 11t be gp * soasto! cther
the best inte. ~ts £ the asv 12 Sout’ Aus-
tralia?”’ It may be s’ **ed here that th : : alavy
of the Professor of Music 18 £500 per araum, |
| but thasw' m Professor Lves was first en, aged
1t was arrahged that he should, 1 addition to
this, receive £150 a year as City Organist, and
be allowed to take six articled pupils, which
would bring his income up to nearly £1,000 a
year. Seeing that most of the other Univer-
sity Professors receive more than £500, and
that Prorescor Marshall Hall, of Melbourne,
bns £1,000, 1t seems that the University
| should now pay a salary sufficiont to always
command the entire services of a first-class
man. A salary of £500 a year 18 ecrtainly ot
fitting to offer the University Professor and,
head of the local profession when many in the |
ranks are earning more. If this were done
there would still be a considerable surplus,
which should undoubtedly be deveoted fto
improving the status of the public exami-
nations 1 music. A complete Board of
ab least two practical Xxaminers in adci-
Ition to Professor Ives ought to be engaged. |
| This would at once placs our University
‘certificates beyond the reach of all cavil.
' Tho need of a pianist of high standing, and a
|vi0}inist with a good acquaintance of  the
i technique of the principal orchestral instru-
ments, to assist as co-Examiners, has long been
felt by all connected with these examinations,
and, indeed, by none mora so than Professor
Ives himself. With the fands now at their
disposal the University could easily arrange
this, or indeed perhaps for a larger Board of
Eraminers, which would considerably onhance
the worth of our musical diplomas, and place |
their 1ntrinsic valua far beyond that of any
similar certificates granfed in the Australian
Colonies. The incresse of work that must|
necassarily follow such @ course might enable
the University authoritiea to reduce the present
fees for examinations, which are certainly in
some casesfelt to be ratherhigh. A reduction of
the present two guineas and one guinea to say |
one guines and half a guinea would be a very |
| considerable factor in aneveasing tiieir popu-
larity, especially in the ecountry distriets snd
| the other colonies. With regard to the uer-
sonnel of the Bua-r&.:‘iifﬁﬁxnmiuﬂmi there |
seems at tho present, fime an  excellont|
opportunity of securing a first-olass English
| musician at a comparatively small gest. Thoe
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Associated Boards of the Royal Collego and |
| Royal Academy of Music. Londoun, a combi- |
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