THE second eight oar race between crews
representing Australian Unlversities was
- rowed on Saturday on the Port River
over a course of two and a half miles.
From a variety of causes Sydney was nob
represented, and the issme was left to
the Universities of Adelalde and Mael-
bourne. The first race was rowed last

year on the Yarra, and it is understood

‘that an agreement was then arrived ab
that the next contest would be on the
Parramatta, and the third on the Port
River, In default Jof a Sydney crew
nothing was to be gained by the home
crew and that of our Immedlate
neighbors travelling to New South
Wales, and accordingly the venue
was changed to South Australian
waters. The Inter-University boat race
may now be regarded as one of the regalar
annual fixtores of the aquatic calendar,
and it Is to be hoped that it may before
long become the princlpal boat race of the
~ year. The Port River is a fine broad sheet
. of water for an eight-oar race, affording
unlimited room, with no great difficulties
in the way of steerin®, and every advan-
tage for following and witnessing a race,
The drawback is that in the summer
season, which owing to the length of the
days Is the most convenient for training,
high winds prevall and often ralse a sea
which milltates against rowing. We be-
lieve that, as a matter of fact, the water 1=
In the best condition from an oarsman’s

point of view In winter and early spring, '
but at that period of the year the days
are too short to allow time for rowing by

daylight after ordinary working hours,

On the occaslon of the three previous
elght-oar races both wind and water were !
the reverse of favorable, and a good deal |

of arxiety was felt leat Saturday’s race
should be marred by high wind and lumpy
water., The wind waz blowing down
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stream, but It was nothing more than
moderate, while it was ascertained that
the tide would not begin to ebb before
half-past b o'clock. It 18 a pretty well
recognized ruole that Important races
should be rowed with the tide, or at least
at slack water, and not agalnst a tide
which has begun to ebb before the boats
* have started. It was expected that the
~ two eights counld be got to the starting
- post and dispatched on their journey by a
quarter to 5 o’clock, in which case the
race would be over and the boats back In
theirboathouse before the tide begantoebb.
Under a misapprehension that the tide
would be running down before the boats
started a suggestion was made on the part
of the gentlemanin charge of the Melbourne
elght that the race should be rowed down
etream. Rowing men are agreed that It
Is far more difficult to row against an ebb
than on a tide, as form 1s Influenced quite
as much as labor Is Increased, But
enough has been said to show that in this
Instance the crews had no Interest In re-
versing the course, while to have done so
within an hour of the race, and with no
possibility of making public sach a depar-
tore from the advertised arrangement,
would have caused univer:al dissatisfac-
tlon, One effect would have been that
the crowds of people aszembled on the
wharfs and shores of the river to see the
finish wherelt was advertlsed to take place
would have seen nothing but the start,
However, as it turned out, with the ex-
~ ceptlon of a mnasty squall of raln
~ just before the race, matters woere
by no mears bad. The crews wers
dispatched to a capltal start In smooth
water, and onno part of the journey wup
encountered anything llke the weather
thelr predecessors in the three preceding
yearsmet with, and whatever elge may




have influenced the lssue of the race wind |
and tlde had no part or lot In 16, As
everybody knows the Adelaide Unlversity
boat won, Fortunately there was no occa-
sion for the Intervention of the umplre,
~ though at one perlod of the race a deter-
mined spurt on the part of the Melbonrne
crew, had it been accompanied simaul-
taneonsly byany contretempsin the leading
boat, might have resulted in a foul which
would have ended the race then and there,
and given It to the visitors, DBat, pre-
sumably, g0 old a general as the stroke of
the home crew knew what he could rlsk,
and he undoubtedly galned a half lengthby !
takIngthelr water at thatcritloaltime, The
race it eeems was never In doubt from the
first atroke, and the best crew undounbtedly
won. The form of the Adelalde crew, to
nse an expression of which we hear so
much from rowlng men, was superlor to
that of the losers In all those essentials-
requisite to get pace out of a racing boat.
For this theymust be In the maln Indebted
to the captain of their clab, whese quailfi-
cations as & rowlng mentor are second to
none, That they have nothing farther to
learn In the art of rowing, however, s an
idea which It may be taken for granted
nelther he nor his elght would cherlsh,
The visitors had the advantage of belng
coached by a gentleman whose ante-
cedents as an oarsman and as a rowing
aathority In Victorla must have I[napired
them with the mcst perfect confidence In

his judgment and capaclty. If they dld |
not exhiblt that correct rowing which we
have been accustomed to assoclate with
firat-class Victorlan crews, they won
goeneral reapect for keeplng up a gallant
ficht to the last under clrcumstances which
tend so often to make crews go to pleces:
It s claimed for rowing that above all
other athletic sports it exacts and calls
into play and strengthena the highest
qualities of character, and those which |
beat stand the test of the battle of life.
The disclpline which teaches a®man or
boy to hold his tongue, to ubay without l
. questloning, to keep hls eyes In the ;
~ boat, to satick to his oar without |
- flinching or shirking, to pull throogh |
the gtrlfe, working on manfully to i
the last, till he hears the cry ‘¢ Easy all,” |
for a goal he cannot see, s one which must
stamp the pursult that demands it asabove
all others, The great race which stands
at dthe head of all contests In the world
has on itz roll of fame names identified
with a life of labor, of self-sacrifice, of |
geli-denial in the mission field, the fever

hospltal, the beleagured fort, the haunts
of mlsery and poverty. And one and all,

whether a Selwyn, a Jacobson, or a Pole-

hampton, polnt to thelr Universlty elght

ad the school where they learned to deny

themselves, The best thing that can be

wished for those who represent their ani-

versities in this Intercolonial boat race s

that they may not only reprodace on the

river the form of the great maaters of the é
art of the older foundatlons, ‘but that |
'~ they may emulate thelr deeds in the more |

important battle of life.




