e e

> é—-—- / ey ¢ //";’e:f:
D farts Gy

Wuar are we to do with our young

lawyers, doctors, aud other professional
 men? Dr. Farr in hls recent address at i
| the Universlty commemoration polnted
out that the schools of law, madlolnla, and
| muelc have the largest number of students,

and the reazon he aseigned ls the fact that

these subjects have the greatest dlrect
 bearing on the students' futore llves. ln
the msjority of cases no doubta liberal
eduocation Is being mecured as the means
of obtalning a livellhood. The number
| of youths whose studles are dlrectly In.
fluenced by thls conslderation grows
rapldly. The Vice-Chancellor gave a few
statlatics showlog that whereas In 1874
there were only 6 undergraduates, and
geven years afterwards only 15, at the end
of another four years the number had
sprung to 95, and last year It was 110.
The fees meanwhile had leaped up from
£6 10s. to cover £3,300. While 1t 1s
thus evident that the advantages af-
forded by the Unliversity are belng ex-
tensively utilised, It lsalso clearly apparent
that there Is a marked advauce In the
number of persons who seek to enter a
professfonal life. The same fact may be
gathered from the annual reports of the
colleges and other estaplishments where a
superlor ;edtoation Is given. There s
ardent emulation among tutors, a willing-
ness on the part of parents to invesat
money In developing the talents of pro-
misiog children, and among the young
people all the stimulas that keon competl-
tlon can supply. Saccess In lower grades
will paturally prompt to entrance on those
hat are above, and there is thus every
. prospect cf the Ublversity classes being
| abtlll more largely reinforced. The Im.
portant questions relate to what will fol- |
low. When the edacatlonal course is com- |
pleted =o far as clrcumatances will permlt
what sbhall we do with all these profes-
slonal men, or rather, what wlll they do !
for themselvea? Can we find saltable
work and adequate remuneration for
them, or wlll their ranks be so over-
. crowded as to make their Jives a struggle
and to sunbstitate for a brilllant career
vexation and disappointment ?

In a recent artlcle in the London
| Spectator the outlook ot profesaional life is
. | discuseed In a very gloomy fashion, The
- writer, quoting from a German statlst,
alleges that In Germany there is not pro-
fessional work enouogh for one-third of the
young men who are wanting to engage in
it, and as a consequence elther the whole
mwust eufler most serlonsly from its sobdi-
vizion or a majorlty mast go without food,
It Is added that both Germany and
| America are overrun with half-starved
| profcssional men, and the fear is ex.
pressed that before long the position will
bo the same In the United Kingdom, If
the results predicted are not greatly
exaggerated we are cortaln to feel the
| effects of the altered conditlons, In the
| older countries one of the stock romedles
| for » plethora In any department of
industry is emigration, and hence
there Is for Ausiralla the choerless
proepect of others than artlsans having
to complaln that they are ralned by cheap
labor from forelgn countrles. One reason '
azelgned for the posltlon of professional
men is that the Increase of ‘remunerative |
work to be done by educated people
| bears no proportion to the Increase of |
.| thore who contend for ft. In soms |
directlons there fs no great expanslon of
| the work, In law for Instarice the modern
* tendency Is to eimplify what Is intricate,
| and such mattors as the tranafor of land
bave undergone conslderable changes,
On the other hand the rush for em ploy-
went increases, and Is probably only now
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{n the prellminary stage. It is sald to be | -
a patural conzequence of the lmproved
~ systems of primary education that alarger
nomber of applicants for the higher
branches are comlpg forward, The de-
velopment of abllity to engage In
professlonal pursolts has contloued to
increase, and therewith a desire to
make the most of It. The Spectator ob-
gerves a growing distaste not only for
mere manual labor, but for shop life, and
for what s regarded as monotonous
generally, The greater accumulation and
diffuslon of wealth bring a number of
young men iato the field who have small
fixed incomes, and who, regarding thelr
indlvidual gains as eupplementary, are
likely to force prices down. It ls also
" argued that owiog to the financlal changes
In the productlvencss of Inveated capltal
professional men find themselves obliged
to stay looger In haruecss than formerly,
It requlres a much larger fortune to yleld
a fixed and certaln return of say £5600 per
annum than was the case twenty-five
years ago. Hence, while the crowd push-
ing Into the field is larger, tho way is not
¢leared for it, To all this muost
be added the centralizlng effoct of
modern Induostry and rallway com-
municatlor, Doctors, lawyers, and others
in large towns absorb more and more the
llon's share, and the rural practitioner finds
himself left in the lorch. It s so easy to
run up to town in these days, and there
Ia such a convergence of talent there that
the client or patlent sees that 1t is more
to his intereat to visit than to be vlaited In
case of need. . Thus it is concluded that
the outloock of profeesional life Is ex-
tremely discouraging, for while the work
is belpg divided among a greater number
of persons there ls on the whole leas to be
done, and accordingly the prlzes offered |
are both fewer and less valuable.

To the general community this view of
the case may not be altogether nnpleasing,
Democracy hates large incomes, and can-
not see why toll of brains should be paid
for so much more highly than toll of hands,
Mapy people will frankly admit that
we can got on quite well enough even if
we have to do with fewer lawyers and |
doctors, and so may regard thelr diffical-
tles with tolerable equanimity. Then
there 1s another side to the question, The
dimipithed value of braln work 1s dlstinct
evidence that the capaclty for it is be-
coming more abundant, and thereln ls
cauze for geperal congratulation., The
larger the average of well Informed, able,
and clever people the better, even if they
are not all akle to earn a thonsand a year.
One fact, however, ought not to be loat
sight of, The openiogs for the exer-
clse of abllity are certainly increasing
in some depariments; and though no
statistics are poesible, it 1s nos
| opnlikely that on the whole they are
keeping pace with the supply. 1f law
and medicine are choked, the progress of
inventlons, the development of sanitary
, eclence, the expansion of great engl-
neering wundertskings, and the Im-
provement In eduecation itself, all present
opportunities which have multiplled enor-
mously, demanding the employment of
highly-tralned facultles. It wonld be
much to be regretted if soclal condltlons
should so alter as to discomrage higher
education, The profesrional classes con-
tribute Immensely to intellectual improve-
ment, They constantly ald In promoting
cultore and refinement, and serve the best
interests of the community in that way.
Their position In the soclal scale 1s com-
monly regarded as superlor ; but It 1s dae
in almost every instance to their own
diligence, and has been won by sheer hard
work, It s difficult to suggest an ade-
quate remedy for the danger cf over-
production that threatens, but abt least
there should be carefal conalderation of |
the prospect before the cholce of a profes-
tion is made. If that were always done
there would be fewer fallures, and a
greater degree of correspondence between
supply and demand,




