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to jahesa mnaidemti-nna there are oti:-a; |
‘Whl:l:h will render this latest mark of Her
Majesty’s favour exceedingly popular. It

' 1s an honour conferred upon the colony as

well as upon the individual. This is true
indeed when anypublic man is singled out
for distinction.  In tha present mstance,
however, thehonourisofaspecial character,
and will be valued accordingly. It has
frequently happened that in the interval
between the departure of one Governor
and the arrival of his successor, as well as
during the temporary absence of -the Go-
vernor for the time being, that the govern- |
ment has been administered by the Chief |
or one of the Judges of the Supreme
Court, but the appointments have neces-
sarily been only temporary. It is much
more gratifying to our national pride to
know that one of our most distinguished
citizens has had the permanent honour
of being Lieutenant-Governor conferred
upon him, and that he will retain this
rank whether the Governor is present oz
absent from the colony.

It 1s to be regretted that the news did
not reach Adelside before His Honor's
departure foxr  Xurope, so that he
might have personally received the
congratulations of his fellow-colonists.
Although the Chief Justice cannot claim |
to be Australian born, he has solong been
identified with the colony that South
Australia specially claims him as one

- of her own sons. For many years he

has been in the widest meaning of

- the phrase one of our most representative |

men. In his varied official positions, axd |
in the exercise of his boundless hospi- |
tality, he has been brought into contact |
with eminent men from the other colonies
and from Europe, many of whom will learn
with pleasure of the distingnished honour
which has now been conferred upon
him. Although, judged by the English
standard, the Chief Justiceisstilla young
man, he has spent many years in the
public service ; and we echo the feelings
of our readers when we express
the hope that he may live for
many years to render further service %0

his adopted country, and to enjoy the
distinguished honours which, in his case,
may be looked upon as the legitimate
reward of conspicuous merit,
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Hi1s Hopnor Chlef Jastice Way has re

celved from the Urown the appointment of
Lleutenant-Governor of South Australla

In this colony the office is a new one,
though it has long exiated In New South
Walesand Victorla, Up to the year 18568
the practice In South Aunatralla was to en-
trust the provisional adminfstration of ths
government to the eenlor membez of
tho Executlve Councll. From that year
till 1870 the dutlet of Actlpgz Governor
wero discharged by the ofiizer command.
Ing her Majesaty's forces ; and slncs 1870
the Oblef Justice has always ad minlstered
the government in the eveat of the death
or removal of a Governor. The “dormant
commission”’ {szaned by the Colonlal Ofize
In 1877 appoints the Chlef Jastlce to ad-

~ minister the government In caze of the
 death, Incapaclty, removal, or departare

of the Governor, as well as of such porson -
(If any) who may bave been appolnted
Lieutenant Governor ; the oflice devoiviag

~ on the Senie# Judge shonld the Chlef
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avalloble., The only practical effect
of the new appointment will be

. that In addition to assaming the ad-

ministration of the government when
occaslon arlses the Chief Justice wlll be
sppointed Deputy-Governor, In virtue of
his office as Lieutenant-Governor when-
ever the Governor Is absent for a short
period from the seat of government or the
colony. At present, as there Is no Lleu-
tenani-Governor, the Governor has power
under the letters patent constituting his

. office to appolnt any person to be his

deputy during hils temporary absance.
His freedom of cholce on;':aar? to be un-
restricted In any way by the letters
patent, but as a matter of practice the
Deputy-Governor is usnally the Chief Jas-
tice, or, In his absence, the Senlor Judge.
It will be seen that the appolnt.
ment of the OChlef Juostice as Liea-
tenant - Governor Is strlctly of an
honorary character. It imposes no datles
whichthe ChlefJustlce does not alreadydis-
charge and would continue to dlscharge so
long as he holds the judiclal poaitfon.
Nor s It an office of profit. The
appolntment Is conferred on Ohlef Jastice
Way slmply with the object of honoring
bim, and regarded In this lizht it Is cor-
tainly & bigh distlnction. On no less
than three occazions the Ohlef Jastice has
declined honors proposed by the Crown.
Twice he bhas been offered a Kalght
Bachelorship, and once a Kuighthood
in the Order of St. Michael and
St. George. The dignity to which he
is now elevated ls, however, much greater
than that which would be secured by hls
addition to the ranks of colonial knights,

The cffice of Lleatenant Governor {s an
appointment which OChlef Justice Way

reason be mot |

e

holds direct from the Crown durlog plea-

sure, The duby of adminlsterlng! the

' government when the Governor Is absent
' henceforth belongs to the man, nof the
' position of Chlef Justice which he holds,

and it will contlnoe to vest In him after
' he retires from the bench., By tils
. appolntment the Crown marks in an ex-
| ceedlngly appropriate way 1ts sense of the
| value of the public services rendered bythe
| Chlef Justice during hiz exoceptionally

useful career, In making 1t there hay

. been a departure from precedent which
. tends to accentnate the nnusoal character
' of the honor conferred on him. Sle

Alfred Stephen did not recelve the Lion-
tenant-Governorship of New Soath Vales
untll he retired from the Chlef Justice-
ship after 32 years of service. Sir W, ¥,
Stawell was not appointed to the corre-
sponding position fn Victoria untll his re-
tirement fromthe Chief Justiceship after 29
years in that office, Chlef Jastice Way be-
comes the Lieutenant Governor of Sonth

' Australla while he is still in’active service,
' and after a judlclal career of only 15

years. It Is onderstood that he was

'ntrnngly recommended by the Go-
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vernor for the dlstlnctlon granted
by the Crown, and thore can
be no doubt  that his Exocsllency
suggeated a mode of officlal recogoition of
the valuable servlces rendered by Chlef
Justice Way, which, bealdes belog accept-
able to the reclplent, will be universally
approved. In advlsing the appointment
of a Lieutenant-Governor his Kxcellency
has also been animated by a deslre to pay
a compliment to the colony over which he
prerides, The creatlon of such an office
is a distinction for South Auatralia 1tsolf,
tendlog further to emphasise its rank
an a firat~class colony; while at the same
time the appointment of the Chlef Jastice
as the first Lleutenant-Governor Is an
honor opportanely conferred unpon an emi-
nent coloniat, who fally merlts this mark of
royal favor, There Is a growing feeling
against the bestowal of titles on public msi
in the colonles; as belng oub of bzimony
‘with the spirlt of our demooratic fnstita-
tlons, No such objection holds, however,
agalnst the appointment of the Chlef Jas-
tico to the oflice of Lieutenant Governor.
It glves him a far higher status than any
mere title would confer, and ab the same
{ime is a singularly fitting reward for his
many public sexvices. The distinction
bas been happlly chosen, and its recom.

mendation by the Governor does creditto |

his judgment, as the appolntment serves
the double purpose of Increasing the
colony's prestige and honoring the Chlef
Justice,




