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" In the report, which forms part of the

appendlx, we find the number of undez.
graduates In the varlous courzos s 122,
and of non:graduating students 167. Tals
is a alight advance upon the number of
undergraduates in the preceding calendar,

. which was 118, DBuab there ls a greab
. decline In the number of non.graduabing
. atudents, which In the earller year was
- 198, We are glad to notice an Increase

In those abttending the=B A. course
In the Facolty of Arts. The highest
fonctlon of & Unpiversity s to
glve a llterary eduocation. And thoogh 1t
would be absurd to quarrel with a aystem
which seeks to accommodate itself to the
practical professlons in an age of compe-
titlor, we may be permitted to repel
the tendency which fills the medlical and
law schools as the more paylog braunches
at the expense of the arts school. To
equlp a man with a professlon 1s nob

" the end and alm of a Unlversity

rightly understood. DBat there ls an
explanation of the evident mnpopularity
of the arts echool. IFortonately the
cause Is easlly removable, and we
commend 1t to the attention of the Vice-
chancellor and the Councll. DBy the
regulations Greek bara the way, A
stndent must pass In Greek fto matrica-

Jate, After matriculation he must com-
plete three years, aud pass the examlaa: |

tfon proper to each year. In the firab

year'’s examination he mast sablsfy the
examiners In each of five sabjechs,

whereof Greek is one. In the mecond
year be must pass ia each of four, Greek

being one. In the third year every can. .

dldate must satlsfy the examiners In
three or four subjeots, or In two, one
belog In honors, Now In the four
subjects specified classles and anclent
history are grouped as one, the other
three belpg mathematics, mental and
moral sclence, and modern languages,
Accordingly a candidate may drop Latln,

 Greek, snd anclent history at his final

examination If he takes wp the other
three, or If he takes up £wo, one belng in
honors. We would orge upon the Coan-
cll the advisability of Greek ceaslng to be
compuleory, We have no wlsh to lower
the standard of the arta course or detract

from the value of ita degrees. Nor do we
wish to banlsh Greek. Let It remaln by

~ all means, but let it be optional, with

German as an alternative. It 1s mon-
strons to deoy to a man who Ia a falr
Latin scholar, and well grounded in the
language and literatore of Germany, the

- opportunity of golng through the arts

course becanee of his Ignorance of Greek.
We guestion If, judged by an English
public zchool or Unlverslty standard, any
of our educaslonal Institatlons have ever
gent up to the Adelalde University a really
good Greek scholar, We guestion If the
Adelalde Uplverslty has ever turned oub
a olasslcal mcholar who was up to the
standard of scholarahlp required for a firat
In Mcderatlons. Bat be thls as {t may ;
all we ask Is that while a really good
Greek scholar shall still be able to tarn
his scholarship to account, there shall be
an opening for those who can offer, for
Instance, the langoage of Schiller and
Hegel as an alternative.

In advocating the reform we have
indicated we are In the best of com-

~ pany. At a meeting of the headmasters

of the publlc schools held at Oxford
in the closing days of last year, under
the presldency of Dr. Warre, the
headmaater of Harrow moved a resolation,
‘*that It wonld be a galn to edacatlon If
Greek were not a compulsory subjact at
Oxford and Cambrldge.” After adebate




the narrow msjorlty of two Ina field of
slxty headmasters. The supporters of
compulsory Greek may well say ** another
such victory and we are undone,” A
more revolationary project could scarcely
have been submltted In such a place and
In such a conference, Ingking at the
divislon llab It is evident that Greek
as a ocompulsory subjooct Is doomed,
and the success of the movement
s now a mere question of tlme, A
scheme sorpoited by such  classical
tcholars as the present headmagtars
of Rogby, Shrewsbury, Olifton, Marl-
borough, and Wellington, ls no vislonary
project; or wunworthy concesslon to
ruodern Impatienoce of study. Asa matter
of fact only 60 per cent, of the boys now
belng educated at the Engllsh publlc
gchools learn Greek, We should like to
know the percentage of boys at our
leadlng publlic echools who are under-
| golng that particular dlsclpline, We
. knould like to know why a boy who 18 not
' Intended for the law, medlclne, or =
sclentlfic vocation, should be deprived of
tbe huomanlelng Inflaence of the arts
course at this Unlveralty because he ls
unacqualnted with Greek. There Is a very
real benefit to be galned In the arts school,
but the benefit Is only for those who have
what we Imsglne after all Is a very mode-
rate knowledge of Greek,

The detalls of the snbjects for the
junior and senior publlc examiuatlons in
November are, as usual, set out, and the
text books specificd. These are the ex
aminations In _which achoolmasters,
parents, and young people are moab
Interested, and which create a standard
by which schools are judged. We are by
no means prepared to admit that it Is an
Infalllble criterion. But we think there
ls a way by which an ontslde examination

- may be made no bad test not only of
things taoght and learned, bat of
teachers and teachiog. The present
system has a bad slde to 1§, and that

. Is the encouragement to cramming
pure and simple. Sc long as text books

| are set 8o long will teachers be tempted to
geb those text booke Into boys’ heads
rather than real knowledge Into thelr
minds, There can be, and there ought to
be, no difficulty In setting examinatlon
papers on glven subjects which will be
equally falr to all whatever text-books
have been used. The fanction of the
University 1s to prescribe the subjects,
The headmasters of schiools may be safely
trusted to select thelr own text-books,
We are not disposed to do the profesaors
and examloers the Injustice to belleve
that they cannot falrly and judlelon="y
examlne boys and glrls from s<440] 1n
prescribed snbjects without 473, guldance
of text-books to fremy thelr questlons,
The Zase w teilly different from Unl-
versity examinations of Unlversity
undergraduates. There, natarally, ques-

tlons most be met In the authors
which have been read with the

of five hours the motlon was ﬁiﬁff -

professors In term. DBat when a boy |

comes up from school, for senlor or janlor,

the valoe of examlnatlon copsists In the |

opportunity of gauglng what the boy |

knows and how he has been tanght, not

how perfectly he has been drilled in par-

ticular textbooks. We notloe, by the way,
| that for the junlor the outlines of Eaglish
. history are speclfied without any text-
book, This is just the princlple we wish
to see applied to other subjects. It conld
be applied with perfect facllity to lan-
gusges and mathematics, and we believe
it would not only be more acceptable to
echoolmasters but would be a greater
stimolus to teachers and acholars allke
We bhave enumerated ocertaln changes
which we cannot help thinking wonld
Increase the usefalness of the University,
Ard 1t Is because we valae the work it has
doze and might do that we have pressed
‘there reforma. '




