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CHEMICAL SOIENOE AND PRO-
DUUEIOH.

The address given by Professor Rennle
at the annual meeting of the Roysl
Soclety on Tuesday evenlng was a very |
valoable one. It was the production
of a man who has attained to
emjuence In his own profession, and
it was incidentally a wuseful con- |
tribution towards the solutlion of one
of the most important problems which we
have to solve. We use the term in-
cidentally because the Professor did
not clalm to be an authority on
matters of which he has 1o
special knowledge. What he had to say
was told ju a slmple and forcible style.
Nor was there anything to wound the
susceptibilities of that particularly sensi- |
tive class of producers who clalm to be
practical, but are mnot scientific. It
| eéems to us to be an interesting sign of
the times that the annual address by
the President of the Royal Society should
be on such a theme as *‘ the prcsent state
of some of those industries of these
| colonies in which chemical sclence Is more
or less involved.: We deprecate the idea
that ¢l knowlk 1ge is to be gauged simply
by its commercie! value ; but the opposite
error needs to be as cavefully guarded
' against, Tf knowledge is not to be made
use of in those justences to which it
applies. It is worse than wusecless. We
should hold up to ridicule the man who
expected to cure himself of a daungerous
disease by reading through a medical
treatize or getting the doctor to: recite
a prescription fo him, And we
cannot have much more respect for
those who act as though they believed
that sclentific knowledge was very good
for a member of the Royal Society, but of
little value to the producer in his daily
work, Truth compels us to say that this
feeling has been brought about in pe~t by
the dictatorial style too often adopted
by expetts, and their apparent want of
sympathy with those who are engaged in
the actual work of production, Truth
obliges us also to add that from such
defects Professor Rennie’s address was
absolutely free.

As regards the agricultural and pastoral
jnlerests there is no doubt that they
are not so flourishing as they ought
to be. For this various causes may
be assigned, aud it must not be gupposed
that any of them are wunderestimated
. because special attention is given to one
of them in particular., The Logislatare
may do something to encourage these
industries, just as it has already done
much to handicap them very severely.
Everybody will acknowledge that the
Industries apecially conmected with the
cultivation of the soil are the fonndation
of the prosperity of the colony. Wa may
advance to other Indust.ics, but it will be
a fatal mistake for us to suppose
that the former can be neglected
with impunlty. If wo are to
have an unnatoral system of fostering
tome industries, then it fs only reason-
able that apeoial pmﬂdnn should hﬁl

made for encouraging those nataral
Industrles to which we have referred,




Ly protection we Increase the cost

of production, and it is only falr
that we should offer the producer
speclel incentives to place him on a
level with the manufacturer. The form
which the encouragement shovld take isa
legitimate subject for discussion. A special
bonus for the successfrrl establishment of
new fndustries connected with the soll
might be of some sexrvice. But whatever
may be done in that direction, the
fact remalns that at present cvn
natural resources are not belng utilized
as thoy might be, and consequently our
production declines or has a tendency to
go back, 1t is needless to say that Pro-
fessor Rennie did not enter Into the
political and social aspects of the ques-
tion, These he left to others, His task
was the not less important one of indicat-

jng tho practlcal relatlon of chemical
science to these industries,

Though the producer has been severely
' handicapped by the action of the Legisla-
ture there Is no reason why he shovld
told his hands in despale, That
which has been done by a few
who had little or no specisl advantage
over others may be done by many, One
great secret of our want of progress is
tho feerful waste that goes on. To the
siudent of chemical sclence nothing is
common or unclean, Everything hassome
value, and bis business is to find out what
its special use 1s. By constantly taking
from the soil certain constituents without
makiog euy attempt to replace them we
impoverish it and render it less capable
of producing. Professor Rennie’s remarks
as to the waste of manure tbat might
be ultllized were very appropriate.
In the jssue Jn which they ap-
pe there “#ad;\publishcd -a, report of
t%a {ho Rosbwoithy ar;‘, fE B
the same subjcct was touched upon. The
complaint is not so much that the agricul-
turist does not expend money in the pur-
chese of costly artificiel manures as that
he does not make the most of the resources
actuslly within his reach. Into the
many other questions dealt with in the
| address we cannot enter at length.
Knowledge, thrift, and saving common
sense are necessary In every Induostry.-

ey are especlally necessary In

ose Induostrles in whlch we are
Il:rnught Into direct contact wlih
nature, and we fear it Is the absence
of them which explains the failure of
many attempts that have been made to
deve'p the resor-ces of the colony. To |
encourage colorial industry is a very
right and proper sentiment, but to en-
courage colonial shams is quite another
thing, There 1is too often an im-
patient desire to get results quickly,
which erds In failore, and =0
long as our agricultural and mining in-
dustries are conducted in the haphazard
fashion that is too common failure and not
success will be the rule,” It has been
(shown that our soll and climate are
specially adapted to some kinds of culii-
vation which have been tried oa
& small mscale, and with regacd
to tham the application of chemical
science is most useful, Wheat I8 a most
accommodating plant, and will thrive in a
great variety of soil and temperatuve, but
even wheat requires some consideration.
We know that we can grow the vine, but
we need to be more careful in selecting
the suitable kind of moil and iun
i ontidering the adaptation of our pro-




