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REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF
EDUCATION. Vg ‘ 2

The following is an abatract of the re
pork
?éaghu Minister of Education for tho year
» Which was Inid yesterday on the table
of the House of Arsembly :—

BuiLpings.—Dariog the year mo school-
housee were built, bat a residence for the
teacher was completed at Gumerachas, and a
movable structure of canvas was pust up at
the Anna Creck Railway Camp, and at the
end of the year moved with the camp to
Warrina, The total ooet of the above, ex-
clusive of sites, was £i66 1s. The wooden
echool at Mcount Moelville was removed to
Coobowie, and the one at the Hundred of |
Hall was taken to Wakefield, Buildings
were purchated at Hacklin's Coroer, Point
Sturt, Spaldiog, and Undalys. The amount
expended doring the yesr from loan for
rchool buildioge, sites, furniture, &o., was
£1,5620 10s. 5d. Considerable improvements
were elfected to the echools at Grote-street,
East _'ﬂ.dnlmglu, Gawler, Hindmarsh,
Lefevre’s Peniosula, Port Adelaide, and
Stirling East. The coet of improvements and
repairs made doring 1838 to ninety-seven
sohools was £2,257 4s, 6d, Since the passing
of the Education Act of 1875 237 buildings
bave been erected. The total expenditure on
school buildings since the passing of the
precent Act smounts to £438,766 13s. 94., of
whioch £381,810 14s. 2d. was paid from loan
and £56,975 19s, 7d. from the vote for repairs
and improvementas.

SCHOOLS,—At the end of the year there
were 250 public and 286 provisional schools,
being an inorease on the total for 1887 of 2
and 17 reapactivul%.

ATTENDANCE.—The not number of children
instructed during 1888 —that is, not counting
more than once those who attended more
than one school—was 45,236, or 163 more
than duriog the preceding year, The averago
daily attendance was 28,329, being 101 leas
than in 1887—a decrease whioh is explained
by the falling-of in the atten-
dance in the copper-mining diatriots.
The aveizge monthly attendance was
39,086, or 872 less than Iin 1857, and the
average quarterly number of children who
actnally attended echool was 38.592. The
percentage of attendance to number under
instruction was 62'62 as ogainat 63 07 in 1887
and 6305 in 1886.

THE CoMmrULSORY CLAUSE.—The following
table shows the proportion of children who
complied with the requirements of the Eda-
cation Acts by attending thirty-five days in
the guarter, and also the proportion of ua- |

patialantary dages «—
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Qr. | Qr. | Qr. | Qr.

Ehudr?n {:Ihmmpulmrr |
age In attencance .. |95 427 2 792
Attﬁndmi thirty-five days ' 4?4 G ko
—peércentsge.. .. .. | 76'05 B4-40| 89°34/ 85569
Satisfactory reasons
given for not atlending
—PErCCRiAR0 = o o« | 1020 12 68| 835 1047
Cases of neglect — per i
CenbaRe T A .- 3468, 294 931 30

FreE IxstrucrioN.—The free certificates
granted in 1888 were 11,6560, or 731 less than
in 1887, The fees paid by the department
bave fallen from £3,280 19a, 104d. to £3,178 0s.
dd. The number of free children in schools
where the teachers are paid a fixed salary
bas fallen from 7,807 to 6,002, and the number
of fees reduced to 3d. per week was 48 in
1888, a8 against 113 in 18587,

TeACUERS,~Twenty-four teachera (9 males
and 15 females) passed tho certificate exami-
nation, and 12 male and 18 female students
left the Trainiog College in December. Of
these 22 patisfied the examinere—2 beiog
placed in thoe firet division, 7 in the eecond,
and 13 in the third—while 8 failed to pass.
Fivo did not complete the examination. Two
teachers completed their oxamination {or
certificates by passing In dictation and com-
poeition or writiog, One teacher took the
degree of Bachelor of Axts av the Adelaide
University. The followiog passed the Uni-
versity higher ?nhlm examinations :—Two in
mathematios (Part 1.), 5 in physics (Part L),
1in Gorman, 5 in organic chomistry, 1 in
biology and physiology, and 2 in geology.
At Kaster and Michaelmas . 830 pupil
teachers pretented themselves for examios
tion. There were 100 boys, of whom 72
passed, and 280 girle, of whom 163 passed.
At tho end of tho yeor there were 406 male
teachers and 529 female teachers of all classes
.making a tofal'of Y34, as agaiosf a total of
1,092 in 1887, consisting of 423 male and
609 female teachera.

Ix2PEOTION.—The Miniater gives asynopais
of the results of the examioations, bat, fol-
lowing our narunal custom, we substitute for
bis Mr, Hartley's briefer atatement, io which |
tho results of both puablic and provisional

schools are combloed :—
1837. 1883, Jncr.
General .. s BTO64 0080 3%

|

Reading .« { Expression .. 7200 7595 230
Epellln Dictaticn - 7193 7501 888
PelliDE < Transcriptionbk. 8373 B7(9 386
Writing Traosc:iption .. 8703 P08 83
T < T
ent ~n - Th )
Seasaon EAOYE AV DL R 491
a0 'I'.I' rll - e - : r ;
Eﬂlﬂlgl:l.lr i@ , we i - ETTT 71” E'H
Hhtﬂl’" - - L] - HH “'m '35
Composition o “aa i VO30 THYSS 913
Needlework oL'ez  03:2r 208

A further WI;;DII ison ﬂ;.l? be made by exa- |



mining the average percentages of all the |
schools, and here again it will be seen that
some progrees has been made. The statement

is as follows :— =S
Avrnmlrunmﬂgﬁﬁ Ty
. pe ner.
Public Schools .. - - 18376 TO43 288 |
Provislonal Sehools e .« 0861l 7117 208

BoArps o Apvice.—A Board of Advice
has been appointed for the District of
| Wasleys during the year. Qut of a total of

soventy-five Boards fifty-one have farnished
n::ﬁnrtl of their proceedings.

VENING ScHO0LS,—During 1888 there were
twenty-nine eveniog schools open, or two
more than in the preceding year. The
:lzga?har instructed was 424, as againat 292 in

ADVAXOED S0HOOL FOR GIRLS.—During the
last quarter of the year the number of pupils
was 127, beiog an increase of thirty-four on t
the number attendiog during the correspond-
ing period of the previons year. The income
during the year, including the fees for the
holders of sixteen bursaries (£209 122.), was
£1,608 4s., and the expenditure was £1,233
92, 8d. . The cash profit was £155 23, 44.

SOHOLARSHIPS AND KExuiBiTIONS.—Sonth
Australian Scholarship—Messra, W. A. E.
Tucker, B A,, LL.B.,, and W, J. Walker,
B.A., are studying medicine at the Uni.
versity of Edinborgh., It appears from the
periodical reports that they are both doing
credit to the colony ; but, unfortunately, Mr.
Tucker has been obliged to apply for twelve
months’ leave of absence on account of ill.
health, The scholarship beld by Mr. J, W,
Leitch, B.A., expired on December 31, 1888,
It 1s with deep regrot that the death of a
~outh Australian scholar has to be recorded.
Dr. Sydpey Ernest Holder, after a University
carcer of unusual distinction, was drowned
in the Bay of Biscay on the sve of his de-
parture for the colony, and a life of brilliant
promise was thus cut short. On the recom-
mendation of the Council of the University
three University scholarships have been
awarded, Thers were thirty-one candidates
for tha six vacant public school exhibitions
and ten candidates for six burearics,

Fixaxce,—The net cost of the department,
exclusive of buildiogs, wae £77,910 16s. 84.,
as against £83,139 158, 9d. in 1857 and £78,909
18e. 9d. in 1886,  The amount of school fees
paid by parents was £24,101 2e, 2d., of which
eum £14,456 2e, 2d, was retaloed by teachere.
The same teachers received £3,178 0, 3d. from
thedepartment onaccountof freescholars. The
actual cost of the schools proper, inclading the
expenses of mansgement, inspection, Boards |
of Advice, Training College, payment for free
schelars, bocks, &c. (less fecs and gandry re-
pnfmanta}. and the.enforcement of com-
pulsory clanees, was in 1888, £89,327 17s,, or |
£2 980 14s. 6d. less thag in 1887, To this sum
wounld, however, have " been ‘added £750
bonuees to provislonal teachers, only that a
change had been made in the date of payment.

TECHNICAL EpvcATioN,—A distinot - and
satisfactory advance has been made during |
the year in this form of education, than which
none is more important for a new country,
wherein it is so desirable to increase the
number of producers and to develop the
natural resources. The Government School
of Mines and Joduoetriea has been successfally
cstablished, snd, by latest reports, has now
upon its etudents’ roll nearly 100 scholars, for
whom the course of study will be as follows:
—Firet Year—Mathematics, physics, chem-
istry, drawing and mndallfng applied me-
chanice. Second Ya&r—Hati:&mntim, me-
chanics, drawing. mineralogy, geology,
asenying. Third Year—Mining and motal-
largy in all branches. Two scholarshipes,
providing one year's free instruotion, are
cffered to the most deserviog students
in each year's course, 108 Are
also formed for teachlng architectural
drawing, bookbinding, cabinet-making, car-
pentry and joinery, carriage drafting,
domestic economy (includin cookery,
dresa designing, ontting, and. making),
electrle engineering, eleotro-metallurgy, en-
graving, fittiog and turning, lithography,
mARODYY ' &N ntone - dreesing, mnaviga-
ticp, painting and graining, pattern-making,
photography, plombing, steam and the
steam-epgine, surveying, and wood carving.
The sohool is under the management of a
competent and hardworking Council, consiat-
irg of six Government nominees, specially
gelected for their knowledge of or sympathy
with technical education, two members of the
University Counecil, two members of the
Board of Governors of the Public Library,
Mugeum, and Art Gallery, one member of the
Chamber of Manufactures, and one from the
Tredes and Labour Council. These gentle-
men, to whom the thanks of tho whole com- |
munity are due, have made the work of
organiziog the new institution a labour of
José, and bave devoted much wvalaable
"timo_ and  attention to' ocarrying = out
tho detalla; hence the success which has
attended their efforts. 1t bas been proposed
to extend the benefits of technical education
to some cf our larger country towns, and 1
em cndeavouring to devise means whereby |
this can be nmmglhhnﬂ by the eatablish-
ment of braoch Schools of Desigu affiliated :
with the Institutes, which would thua per- l
| form opne of their moat useful nnd legitimate | |
functione, Drawing has been made a com- | |
puleory subject in the State schools, and the
students in the Teachers’ Tnininﬁ Golieﬁe
are instructed in this subject by Mr. H. P.
Gill, Master of the School of Design, while
srrangements aroe being completed to provide
o epecially fitted and furnished room in the
(College for practical scientific teaching.
Thero can balittle donbt thas the good wor
thus fairly initiated will be productive of the

best resnlts in the near future.
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