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Ax Ourpoor MIDWIFERY DEPARTMENT,
—A Medical School having been estab-
lished in Adelalde, it has become necessary
to see that the students shall be con-
vertedinto qualified practitionersinregular
form. In 3] of the world where
such whunll“ axlflt knowledge galned byt
actual co forms a necessary par
of thﬂp!:uuipmant of the medical nco-
phyte, qu it is obvlonsly essential
that the same rule should exist
here. Among the obligations Iim-
posed on the student is one that he
shall attend a certain number of mid-
wifery cases. In a small community like
thl:rft {s not easy to give effect to that
requirement, Studentis are comparatively
numerous—there are abont twenty-five of
them in all—confinements at which their
attendance is practicable are few, and the
problem is how to get over this dia-
crepancy. ve ood-naturedly tho
Senate of the U ?erﬁty has come to the
ald of the School, and has decided that
the minimum number of midwlfery cases
which the aspirant for a degree must
attend shall be reduced from twent

toten., 8o far s0 good, but there sti
remains the question as to where to find
the ten. Here the Governors of the
Hospital have opportunely stepped
in, and have resolved upon founding
sn outdoor midwifery department.
This is not to be, be it under-
atood, a Maternily Hospital —an in-
| stitution which is generally condemned
by the faculty, and evidently possesses
objectionable features which render its
establishment very undesirable All thatit
is propused to do is to arrange that. oat-
door cazes shall be found for the students
in sufficient numbers to enable them to
complete their qualification. At the
present time the cases dealt with in the
lying-in branch of the Deatitute Asylum
are undertaken by a traived midwife,
and it is not proposed to change this
arrangement. o some of the confine-
ments students are to be admitted, but
it is not intended that they shall inter-
 fere with the treatment. There is, how-
' ever, a considerable number of cases not
prought into the Lying-in Depart-
ment, but treated outside—cases of
poor women who are unable to
epgago medical ald, and who have
assigned to them by the Destitute autho-
rities midwives, who may or may not be
ccmpetent to perform the work entrusted
tothem. The proposalis that the charge of
these confinements shall be transferred
to the medical students, "~ At first
sight it might appear as If the scheme were
to substitnte for midwives, who if they
have had no proper training, have as
a ruole had considerable practice,
youtkful etudents withont experience
or special knowledge. This, however,
is not the case. It is only
students who are nearing the end of their
course, and who have been carefully
| driiled in the sclence vf midwifery under
' competent masters, who will be allowed
'to undertake the work., Not - only
8o, but a selection . will be made
from among these students, care belng
' taken not to confide the duty to any who
are not thought to be capable of perform-
ing it carefully and skilfully, or who have
been in recent contact with diseased
or dead bodles. Shounld the student
find it necessary to call in help his
first appeal will be to the Hospital
surgeons, and should further assistance
' be npecessary appeal will be made
to the Principal of 'the midwifery
branch of the Medical School. It is
claimed that the well-trained student,
thoroughly instructed in the theo-

retical part of his work, and schooled

' in the necessity for scrupulous cleanliness

in all matters of midwifery, will be a great |
improvement upon the self-taught and,
it may be, not very cleanly midwife.
Assuming that all the precautlons are
taken which were detailed in the course
of the diecussion at the Hospital Board
meeting on Friday, it seems to us that
the establishment of the proposed depart-
ment will be of real public benefit. It
will be economical, as no charge will be
made ; it will ensure the attendance at
the confinements of the very poor
of men who have undergone . a
ptrict course of study, and who
act under a smense of professional
responsibility ; and it will be manifestly
serviceable to the Medical School. We |
have never concealed our oplnion that
the school has been established too soon,
but being In existence it must be made as
efficient as our means and clroumstances

will permlt,
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N USICAL LEQTURE DY

~ _ PROFESSOR IVES.
‘Thbe ficat of Lha seciea of publio lactures on
“ Maosic" was deliverad by oasor Ives on
Thursday eveniog in the library of the Uaivar-
rity, there being @ large attendance prasent,
The lecturer, in opening his sudjeot, refarred
to the increased interest that had been evoked
of late in musical matters in this nulunj. and
stated that from timo to time he had been

to give a serics of leoturea such as he
had now entered upon, His deairs was to avoid

. technpicalities and to familiarise the sub-

jeot to his bearers, and also, with the

- aid of lady and gentlemen performers,
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give practical illustrations that would appeal
at opce to and intereat his audienca, The pro-
fessor then discoursed at some length upon
* Somoe English Songs and their Writers,” with
the object of showing that England had more
than held its own with other natioualities in
supplying vocal and instruomental musio
of |» refined ocharacter from & very
early period, He did nof olaim for
the earliest examples the arc and tecnanigua
which characterised the later compositions of
English writers, but he entirely refuted the
charge tbat the Epglish were not a musical
peop He said thia charge had been made

. by such a man as Napoleon the First; whe

declared that ** Epglish music is execcadle;

. they have only one good tune, *' Ye banka acd

braes,” which as it happened was not English,

' por Scotch, but was of French origin, Rosaini

described *The girl I laft behinu me,” as a
beauntiful Irish melody, whereas it was

purely Epglish, The professor denied that |

our literature, which was so rich in PJ-BH
wae poor in song. He said this was exploded
by the publication of a work by William
Chappell, entitled ** Popular Music of the Old
Times,” which showed that the English pos-
seegsed the fineat collection of national songs of
any country in the world, Hundreds of yeara
sgo Epgland was called *‘Merrie England”
because her children loved and attained such

roficiency in vocal and instrumental music,
geginin -with her scalds and minatrels,
The earliest known piece of mueic in existence
is by an Epglishman, a monk of Readliog
Abbey, and shows that even in 1225 the
musiciana of our conntry must have been pro-

- ficient in the art of part-writing, The pro-

fessor then referred to the minstrels, who were

_ more gifted at improvisation than at musical

notation ; the relicsa of secular music ante-
cedent to the sixteenth century, which were
written in the contrapuntal style in two, three,
and four parts ; and how music flourished with
the eister arts in the golden or Elizabethan age,
Vocal music was the great pastime of the
people, and guests were expected by the host
to be able to take part in a catch madigral or
some other form of vocad composition at sight,
Many good ballads belong to this period, when

. the madrvigals entitled ‘' The Trinmphs of
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Oriana ” were written at the time of Hooker
and Spenser, and ‘* The British Grenadier,”
““The Friars of Orders Grey,” ' The Bailift's
Daughterof Islington,” &¢., were good examples
of the ballada of the time, . The profeszor then
dealt with the English songs and their writers
of the seventeentn and erghteenth centuries,
and explained the extrd cultore that had been
dieplayed by thelater composers bothinthesenti-
ment, the melody, and the accompaniments of
the songs, and how political and national feel-
ing had been introduced into them as well as
the personal affection that Dibden displayed
for his brother in the well known ** Tom Bowl-
iog.” The origin of ‘' Rule Britannia” and
the Nalional Anthem was dealt with,
acd many other familiar and excellent speci-
mens of song writing, Sir Henry Bishop re-
ceived a high encomium from the lecturer for
his skilful and beautiful construction of such
sopgs as ** The pilgrim of love * and ** Could he
upbraid,” aad by way of illnstrating these and
other examples of the various composers the

rofessor had the assiztance of Mrs, T. H,

ones, Mrs, Ramsay, Mr., W. M, -Green,
and Mr. G, V. Wood, who rendered
in the most eatisfactory manner the following

rogramme of music :(—Part song, ** O, for a

usband,” harmonized by Profeszor Ivea (tra-

ditiopal); song, *‘The bailiff's daughter of

Isligton” (traditional); song, ** Down among
the dead mp&" L(g:djtjnml} ; song, ‘' Drink to
me only wi ine eyes” (traditional); part
soog, ‘' Early one morning,” harmonised b
Professor Ivea (traditional); *'Tom Bowling"”
(Dibden); ‘ Hearts of oak” (Dr. Borna?:
** Cherry ripe” (C, E, Horn); " The pilgrim
of love” (Bishop); “QCould he upbraid”
{Eul_:nlllp); ** Rocked in the cradle of the deep”
L ur% t) pl.&ll thginn:rihenmmmmiﬂ:h with
applause, Nirs, Jonea particularly
tffectivein * Could he upbraid,” and Mr, Wood,
who basa very rich voice of exceptional compass
and power, beiog encored for his able render-
ing of the last number on thelist. Mr, T, H,
Jooes was an able accompanist, The profeasor
announced that bhis next lesture, *' Uiassical
muaic ; ;R.h‘:mli. ic?” would be drliwr.-u i
Avgust we perceiva it will ba under
the plho:m of the Governor and Lty
Kintore. date of the thizd lecture has yes

——

e T . T s

l- l
i

-




