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Abstract

In Australia, responses to Aboriginal domestic violence are commonly
assumed to be most effective when they arise from, or are controlled
and implemented by, members of the Aboriginal population. This
assumption is treated as self-evident, because it is expected that
Aboriginal representatives, policy-makers and implementers have a
better understanding of the nature of Aboriginal domestic violence and
Aboriginal cultures, and that Aboriginal interventions would be more
acceptable to Aboriginal people. However, strategies based on these
assumptions are failing to deliver adequate prevention and protection to
Aboriginal victims, and Aboriginal domestic violence remains at high

levels in urban and remote, and more traditional and less traditional,

settings.

The continuation of high levels of domestic violence within Australia's
indigenous populations, and the inadequacy of institutional responses to
that violence, should be anathemas to Australia's liberal-democratic
states, based, even defined, as these states are on the principle of
universal rights extension. This thesis analyses how the concept of a
‘cultural right' is cutting across Australian states' commitment to
extending the principle of a universal right of physical safety to

Aboriginal victims of domestic violence.

At the level of bureaucratic policy-making, the doctrine of 'cultural

rights' marginalises challenges to the present policy emphasis on
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Aboriginalisation and control of domestic violence responses, even in
the face of Aboriginal response failure. This thesis focuses on the
interface of policy with a specific Aboriginal population. It seeks to
explore the extent of domestic violence policy success and failure
arising from this commitment to a 'cultural rights' approach to
Aboriginal well-being and domestic violence. This exploration extends
beyond programs specific to domestic violence, to an analysis of the
underlying, broader 'cultural rights' policy contexts within which
responses to Aboriginal domestic violence must occur, namely self-
determination, self-management, a politicised and localised Aboriginal

identity formation, and Aboriginal separatism.

The thesis examines the capacity of states, even those committed to
upholding and extending the right to physical safety into different
cultural contexts, to do so in the case of Aboriginal populations. For on
the group level, these populations commonly aspire to become

politically, structurally and locationally more removed from the sphere

of state control.



