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Throughout Polynesia, and in mi.qhbmm m:nu of the 9«:&!&.@.
pwunta often pmit their children to grow up in the hama of others
instead of rearing them themselves. In most of these societies, the
change in tmidmmy bacowe t’ho‘ bm; for a formal adoptive re-
lationship which alters the status of the child and links his
btoioqim Mly of orientation to ﬁut m!" his foster parents. rirth
5 (19363§39~595) 'h“l POW out Ithut the adoption customs of many
scattered islands and mm show certain general u&nuuritm.
in the tm thwthcadepmaum mmwkinmnofmotm

| chiw'q mm». There is also mimwh variation, not only in
. the &Qm.in of thnldmtivn process, hm; also in some of the motiva- ‘ ;
 tions and social !'umt!.m of the wm« Por mwu- in langaia
udoptma mm to Mumta the effects M’ dmm&c m!arm among
the Maori, to rw.wa clm to ),und xighm in other districtsy else-
where it mmuma the lim of th to ehtﬂm&nlhip This
papexr !.u an attmt o rmu m m of udopttm to the institu-
tional framework of a muty on the margin of Polynesia, that of
| Butariari-iakin i the northern Gilbert Islandg, The data to be
MMMWWSMM from the general statements of
' intmnu, but to a greater extent from complets or partial analysis
of foﬂm cases of fosterage on Makin. '
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Butaritari-Makin Society

Butaritari m anaru both ‘wal islands, the former being |
a true atoll--a partial ring of land enclosing a central lagoon.
Makin, which is upamaud l’t’eu the nwthwatum corner of Butaritari
by only two miles of opan sea, consists of a line of five small
inlets. The two ulandl are situated in a mone of heavy rainfall, .
but the natire of tha Aodl Limits the sconcmically ‘s;mﬂcmt erons
to breadfruit, eoconm some pandarus, and the atoll taro. | (Cryco-
Sperma Mums.a). The taro plant is grown in gardens deg down
to groundwater level and fertilised with humus. Bach garden is
divided into numerous beds cultivated by individuals or groups of
siblings. Some varieties of Cyrtosperma produce enormous corms,
0 which are a prestige item appropriate for presentation to the high
thief and at life-crisis 'mmu. | Fish constitute an important ‘
mtotthcm. mdwc%bywm both on the reef
and from cumu at sea.

mm:mm activities, mwwmmhm
mw:acof eapu, w;mmy wiwmhtm of
Mt:doomthnmum Momudhtviumm
Butaritari, the wmmx one, Butaritari Town, being the tradi-
tional residence of the high chief reigning over Doth dslands. dakin
has just two villages. Makin i s Kiebu. The people of Makin
and Butaritari constitute a single socisty, ome that differs con-

nsmwlymsummmwmammuxmoftm
atwqu’
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The traditional society o!_ the two islands was a highly strati.
fied one, the three principal status levels being those of the
chiefs, the aristocrats, and the commoners. Each status level was
associated with particular rights over land and its products. The great
majority of house sites, W“ orchards and taro gardens were
grouped into estates cultivated by commoner mbilineal descent i,
wrmqu‘ mmmmotarmmnmmam
founding sibling descendants who 'hnﬂ inhcritw a share of the
estate (specifically, a bed in m taro garden) from either parent.
‘Aulmwnmﬁmofuntmu mxammmmutmwmx
cultivation or by the maintenance of social relations with kinsnen
who hnﬂ the conditional rm of utilizing the hnd All native-born
commoners belonged to several rm, including some groups whose
estates were located in other villages or on the other uhnd.' The
members of the ramage who actually occupied the descent group's land,
and the in-marrying spouses of t.h.u persons, constituted a alm.’
which acted as a unit in the utilization of orchards and in consump-
tion activities.  The rules of postmarital residence were such that
only a portion of the membership of a ramage was eligible to settle
o its house site. Prom the individual's point of view, the ramages
mlwummlywmummmmmm
than the others, from which he might eventually disaffiliate.

 Most ramages cbtaining a certain size were divided into twe or
more sub-ramages, each with ita own particular land rights. These
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rights were created either by an informal division of the original
xwmmm,mwmmmamtmwwwme
:.a:mlm. mymmummmw mmtuduawmm b
ranages. mmmmmamaumtmxmm
.mwmmmwwmmmmmum»-
tmmwmmwmwm_wmwmmaum“
et | . | ey

‘ The mumum tm were W u! either of Lo qunu.-n
mwnmm mmmmmahmmm.mmmw
headnan of Makin Town. WMMMMMMWMW |
by wmiuml WMWO, and the mumerous Mﬂwm of the high
chiet, at mny rate, Anherited on ramage affiliations from thelr
m mwmmm-mum;ummmtmm
mm headsman founded aristocratic ramages in each generation.
W. and in the uMwmmmmm of the paramount.
chief's tribute they functioned as segments of the larger structures.
The atfiliation of individuals to both the commoner and the aristo-
eratie ramages vas sbilateral, but the latter groups vere wltimately
WﬂnMWlW&Mm;nMMMﬂﬁmmot

_ the term *mammw for the wore inclusive mu to which they
Mmaa. ’ b | E:

' mmwmuumwwxmsmmmm
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wmmmmumwmuozammwm The founding
‘mwnaam»mwmmmmmmmmmwm
mmmwmtmmmwmmwmwnm.wm
vide places rwvmvwmmmmwmu.mmwm
mmxmtma e mu mm; ‘The headman’s rm con-
mwmamé-mmw'mmmﬁxm and had greater
wmmchMwimuummtw'm-m
mnﬂwa‘!m. as has been mentioned, belonged to a diffevent
Mwmummmmzmmmammw”
muw nwwrmmmmmmmmmw
vmmhmm P '
mgrmum}lwuﬂmﬁmmauwwww
rm.mwmm. mmm, Aristocmatic rm.‘
‘mmymumwm mmaymwu
mwmm«mmwm.m-mmxmwmmm,
“WWM'W MWWMWM
‘mmmwmwmwummumaw
 vhere, usually at Butaritari Town. mmmxammnm-_]
%WWMMMMM'W&MW Linked
rmwmmumwm“m m::um-;
w 1ittle h‘mﬂ hospitality and mmum to their own
Vuwunmmwww”mmm.g. M
rmmmwymumummwhm.
 and hence to the total society, through their relationships with
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the m of their estates. Mqrmu arviving at Butaritari or
‘mmmmmmmmmmmaummm
MMM Wmmpma!mnWMWu
‘mmmmmtmmwmaunmmwm
m‘mmwwamu._mmmwwmzmw
another 4s now a thing of the past, but the attitude persists that
vammn do not have all the privileges of natives, the true “"people”
of the island, mwmmm,mmmmmum““
be provided with the necessities of 14te, mmmy by a chief
or a village headman.

mmmmmmwm mmwmm,wmt
‘ ttmmWMmhuhmmmmmmm
‘Wsmm mmmmmmmmwm
,mmmmmmmmumamummmrm
'MMMMMWWMMWM“.
, MW“:MMmMM“MMuW.
mmummmmmmmmmaw
m.mmnmnmmm The end of the succession
"m-mmmmwmummmummm |
.wm:mwmmwwmu.mxmm A Lands
vmmmmmmwmmmmmmmwm

: vnzmmmwm. MMWMawaf&c

land, mm.»zmmmwma.mwm
‘mmmm mmmwmm



significance of the clan by giving all ramage members equal access to the
,utm. m;wwmaammmmmmumm
. cocoanuts on many of the estates that different sections of the
owning ramage have to take weeckly or yearly turns using the forest
m.mmmmauunawmumsmam
mm:uwmm GMM m*mwm* mhww
mwmzaxm,wwmmmtwumuu
 eare in their 6ld age and who prefer to have their property pass
Mm.m&mmmmmm«ummmu
relatives. mmummummmmw
'*deenmum uammwummmw.
m'ummamumammm (mwm
ummmmmwmwmtamumww
‘M‘MW“MWMQ!‘MM MMMM“M’
Wmuymmmmmmu.mmum
'MWMMWM!:M“W“‘W
Mwu&mmuamﬂmmm mmy

mmumwmmumammmm These are

: mmmmwumumwm ubymmmmxy
'rmmmmummm mmm.ﬁmm
or other aristocrats sometimes adopted immigrant children in fulfillment
of their duty to care for needy strangers. '
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MWMWIW“*MM#WMM&‘&&W.
although without looing its original affiliations. Adopted childven
mmmvmumofmumofmmummm
ranage. mxaummxywmmuammum
qwraxatummbmmm or when the adoptors ave of
h&ghrmk. maawazmuwnmmuyrm-umum
.-MCMWWM‘NW"M hdnmntnt
mmmuammbmhudofthcrm andwul.m‘
uwmwm-nm”mmuwmmumzmm
mmm rank. mmmmwme p::ohibim. adopted and
mmm«-mmummm,mmamm or
huuwlrwianaw&mnmuu@hwm’lnnwm'
Mwmwtm WMMMW
mmmmm.umumwwm. ’

mmmwwmmmmummmm
_uawuumumwm«m'-m The
mwmmmuzumwmmmmwm
Wm&m,hmmmmwgm.mm.
muwm.hmwmmuaumutum
 hame. wmmummmmmwum
' hovever, fostarage clearly differs frea both the lineal grandparent-
WWMWMWW AW&M‘M
mumwmuhummuawmmmm
mwmm mmmummxmsmyto
wmwwmmmu. Instead, the foster-grandparents
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raceive Mttml. rights to a piece of real estate l'rbum child's
father or mother. mm«-mwmwmwwwzm
certain services for the child, mmmxmtwm,m
towwaﬁmmmuhmmmm. mmmﬂmwm
QWXMM'me..MWaMhMm
exchange of goods and services. xuWh.wrm.m,,-_
mmwm!mmzm‘mt&tmmmmamm
umrmmmmmmu. ,mmmmm

of the other Gilbert xm. MWQW of Butaritari-
mmmmwmmwymmawu.a.m
.,n,c.mtmn. The Maudes' article, mmmm.vtnha
um.ammmuvmmxoummmumm '
The Relation Between Fostor-Grandparent and Foster-Grandehild

pmxawonamumammwmmmmmm
wmm:mu.emmxmummm
 generation. mm' mmaww.mmmm
mmam.mmmmmm
'mmm&ammwmmw MMW
'mmmmtmm mwmotw

wmmummm oaenmmm
mtummmmrmamm M.MMM

ammwmuuuuymmmmmmmu
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 Howevex, mmmwutmalwm sometimes reveals a distant
‘ mmmmmmmmmm:namwmmuw
. meve significant tie of mwm
. %he fmmmua is most frequently the great-grandehild of
mm‘u -amw or the wow-wmdehud of a grandparent's
sibling, m sex of the connecting mlt'alk bq!.nw immaterial. I re-
WM two W of the fostering uf a mtugrmdpumnt': sibling's
mmtww and mtw where the two parties were
even more remotely related. The nearest of all classificatory grand-
children—-a brother's or nm'u,mw be adopted, but not
fostered, if only becwuse #iblings, as Jeint owners of property, could

o Mxy,m‘m tm'g&mtomm. The grandechild

- of one's spouse’s sibling may be fostered, although he will uswally

~ be adopted later. A few cases were recorded vhers the foster-
Mu was, gensalogically spesking, a “"great-grandchild" er “child"
‘ wmw-wmm mmmmmmmxy

b nwim, nmmmmmmuwmm

wwmnm.mmuwwmmwmm
mmumm ﬂau.dnu merm.o!auum
“W mmtummwmumwwmm
;nmmmtnmumwmm
mmmmumw the more likely were their
mmwuwumummmw (nm:tm 19689:33) .
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The high chiefs wobnblym'rmﬁmyoﬂ their own children, vhile
nsxmummwmm-mymywwm-mm,' |
daughters at home. 2 high chief's mmmwumwm
meubers of the arimtocratie rm. ‘uapmm:ly-w residing at
Butaritari Town. The children of a headman wers usually fostered by
the other aristocrats and free conmoners aif M- vﬂhw. These ranages
mmmmmmuwmwmunmumnmm
wtomo!lwrm,»m-urmnt jmmigrants. It never
Wmtmmwommwwahmwmm
level than their foster-grandchild, Mmtiy. people of the
m:wmm-am-nwmml
‘u.m-xwmumexmmmw MWW »
chief and his siblings do not do so even today. |
aamrmu:maummmmbuuump The
mwanmu«MMzmmwwu
‘.vmmumuwwumumam or be the collateral
mmﬂt-ummmmm.mmcwamm
 hesduan, rmﬁtmwmmmtmurmmw. D,
 the heir to the high ohieftainship, has been fostered by C. The
umqum 3’nmmiwuawtm'hmuun. A,
_mmn*nm-mac—wmmumumm Figure 2 shows
 an example of the second type of relationship. mmmm
of a ramage, E, had had a brether, ¥, vhose son's daughter, G, married
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mﬁlm‘hom a’um‘nm,:.mmﬁwn.aqu
of E. |
rwtmmunmwmwmmmmmmmm
mwmmmmmxmwmmmwmuvm
‘and artificial kinsmen to replace the matural ones left behind on
some other island. Most immigrants have foster-grandchildren, and '
mumwmmmmwwam ih;; An imsigrant
must generally foster a mon-relative, but the availability of affinal
' ucuwmmuammmmmmm-m.. For
im,am&mmmtwmm#m«am
WMWMMWW thhubmd'agran&&auqht&
anmmuw mt‘mm mwmurwm
Mm_=wwuwmhmmm&mmmla»m
on the estate of the matwral parents. This special form of fosterage
mwmmmmmmmamm. It

mmwmmnmmmmmmmmwm 4

mbymtmofthvmm
mmmww.mmmwuuumm:1~
!Wﬁ‘%wmm u«mmmww.
Wmmmwmwmm Since the foster-grandchild
ummammummmumu me :
mrnmmafm mmummufmnymuamm
wmuawammww. The commonest is te tob'a, *

mumw WMMW"WMMBW\‘".
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vmmm. "mmmup:maw* “To foster someons” is %
Libuna, "to mtunwwm.“wm "o nwm. Personal
fnm. mmmmm. mauMth&thnmmd
!mmmhtim

_ m-mjmiw of fostarage WMW mm of long-standing

"wWﬂ. MM&MW“WMW&WMM

studles. OmiNa Rustera was ealled back to Makin from Marskei by his
i Mﬂwm W‘l W'u-m_‘a son). VWhen the "sch®
later moved to Butaritari himself, he left his board heuss at Makin
Town in Ha Ruatara's hands. nmmzymmmummmm

' -~m~wmwmmm~mwmm Amumd

Na Kaibeia fostered his wife's sister‘'s dsughter's mfmn child
after the younger woman and her husband had 1ived in his house for
two years immedistely following their marrisge. People often foster
mmmmwmuwamw.uwmmmm |
mwmmsmmm mmhmmo!
_mmuwmwmemuymmmm&m
mmafwnmmuu&nmumtm.
| m::m«mm«tmmumounttwmmwm
' ummmuhﬂmhlp mmwmwxm.muuy
mmmmummwmmmmwmwm
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friends’ m&m In the Mul period, Ihipﬁ‘ officers md
MW mwmmmxmwmmnw |
 dards, have not lacked fer foster-grandparents for tholr children.
muzmxywummmwmwuamwu
mMmWWWWhﬂMWm. This may have been
the wmw mxmmmmmm t'.ehu!"s children,
‘ummmahtmummmmtmarmmwm
as fosterage gifts. Wmmmmmamqm'
mmm‘nmwmmmwmuwmm J
muwmmmmmmwnm. , el
‘ mmwmwmmnwmmmmoofxmm'
_'mmmmmwmmwmmumm. Unw

lmmu%mmm“mhm,mmwmiw

MMM§GMMMWWW. childless couples may rear
three or move, in addition to adopted ehildren. Repested fosterage
| MW“&&MWMWWWMm
,'W&WM&:MMM&MM. tthum“m

mwm«wmmummmuauhu
‘Mm, mmnmmmmummmuymum”
to one another, and, nowadays, may be unrelated to the foster-
 geandparents as well. lovever, ene man in the village of Biebu, with
1o legitimate ehildren of his own, has fostered four children of the
mmxyu«wmwmﬂwum&wmamwm

‘-mwmmxmm mm»:mmmuyamm
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 foster-grandehildren, a practice which will be discussed below.
| '_':Mamtmmwarﬂnimﬁwmmmmw'mmt
' between the fanilies concernsd, & fow are formally established only
after the foster-grandparents have hegun to take care of the child.
| ¥he wet murse of a baby vhose mother has insufficient milk adopts
mmtumuxumwwmusmymmt'nm).
'_mmiutm%mm Bven in the latter case, she is
'mwmmwmmwmm since parents are likely to
MWMWMM wammmmwm
'M.' mmm collateral mua.m, Mmmm maa.
mmmmmumuam.ammam.
,umwwmnmmuhommwh
 burded alive. The relationship was not formally created unless one
5 eemmmmummmum«mweb.sm.

WMWWMWM:Wumbw
MMWNM;MWW the birth of the child.
nu,mWhﬂm_M-am'ammmmauu
‘concelved. Adeption, in contrast to fosterage, cccurs much later
in the child's life, since it is hased on a considevation of his
& fanily or descent group. The natursl parests can refuse a request
to foster their ¢hild enly on the grounds that it has already been
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wtud to inothar fuiljr. '.l'hay would othar:wiso be regarded as
shamefully . mauao and Maude 1931:223). Nmrtheleu children
iro not demanded at rlndm since m approach to non-kinsman or to '
impprapriata peuom would be worned by the community as being
motivated ‘ntir:eh' by greed for land, rather than by the approved
sentiments of kinship or respect for high vank, S |
When the baby is born, the foster-grandparent claimn xt by holding
it :!.n his (or her) arms. He often, but mt alwaya, names the child.
Exthor @& natural parent or a fowar-gtmdyumt may name a child
after his or one of his own kinsfolk, usually a father, mother, sister
ox.- bmthot. ‘ But only a futwwxmqmmt is permitted to nm E
bnby uftar hiuult. or to qiu M: & variant tm of Ma own nm |
(at. Mauda & Mauda 1931::39). Mt&mu the common concern of a
mr-i-d couple for t.hd.r new !eatwmandchud h amoum by bes«-
towing on it a compound 'nm fmdby mw part of rthq husband's
name to part 6: the wife's. Gemuly a m'n nm is g:lun ta a boy
and a woman's to a girl, but this pa.-ncti.eo is not an tnvurhbh nu.o. :
. ‘The toutwmdpucnu of & couple's first porn child take
part in the birth feast of jts mewbers of the wife's rmm. Mah
lasts unt.tl the stump M’ the baby's uhtucﬂ m& drepo off. Later
the fostering m&.mmmfammmmthMhm '
~ baby to a three-day celebration ‘held by the humw: ummx.
umxy the !wtw»wmdmuau and their %kin u‘ivo their own thru-aay
feast. If the foster-grandchild is m the ttmtwbwn. the parents
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‘wmmmumlymmm«(mtmwtmuumm)m
way of memy The RWWMWM bring M to this
mutmtwmmmmm mmaynxmmmmu
‘Whmmhﬁmmuwumhmmmllbkﬂtim ‘
mmmwmw-mmwm“umm
‘WWMMMWMMMWM mmwmmw»'
"_W.memmmmmmmww
immediately after the establishment of the relationship (Parkinson
;m:am._.mammmmmumummm~
uzmwmmmhm MMMWWMM&Q
m«mxmmwtmuuumtwmmwwmm An
mmmammumwmmwumbonmmuw
 vith the natural parents st his tize o help with housahold tasks.
ummymxum.mmmwmmmmmywm
it at the island dressing station for a perdcd of tima.

| mmwmmmmmwmwwudwmu
mmuuwm.mmunwammmazm
mmmmmmwmmum A{This
mmtum&wwmmmmmamm

‘wmmmmmmmm). mwmmumm

‘for a year ex lenger, on the grounds that the child, wmmm

' 'm,ummmumnumummmmm
WaWMMwW:&WM@WwMWW
mmmmmmwmummmumm. It is believed
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that a small ehild will fall 411 1f it is not permitted to choose its
own place of residence, The W wishes of the child are often
no more t:hm a pretext, since tha mmts are very reluc:tant to part
with their son or Gawa‘hw. nnd kcqumtly atteapt to pastpm the
transfer as long as peu:thla (Maude and Naude 1931:229)., The

mwu' nlum s especially qrut if either thcy, or the foster-
wmm mahmtw‘umthai'hnd :tfmz;t,:haiatarmum
of n.:;_s.er Mauvon on t}go side of propruty fails to win the parents’
~ eonsent mm twatiw. the fmtwmdpa:mu have to agree to
ahandon the child temporarily. Later they will send a femalemeuber

' w'm'maw fetch the mwmwm. or pexhaps to bring
mother and child badk togethar . '
_ The foster-grandchild's status in bis new household is pattarned
- after mtcfuwmmrtd uvmmuqumm That is,
the child should :mm and dacy his “grandparents,” but is treated
rather mevhytm Tn most cases, the proper attitudes
are facilitated by ﬁ’u fact that the W*#Wﬂtﬁ are past
mu-bmmmm mxm ‘tomes to live with them.
mmm thedr iMulm goes beyend that of natural grandparents,
Mmamwumwthtmmmmmwmm&.
_ momwmmmmmmwm students of Bilbertese
 custon. According to the m (19311231, fp, 14), “a Gilbertese
“WMMMM&MWMMM%W
true offspring. » The missienary, Father Sabatier (1939:75), notes
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that adopted children are often badly brought ups all their vhims
mfolmmamaumwmmmum,ammmm'
nmummtummmnmuam»m "henored”

Gsaxinesiid) or “cherished” (nabeaki)s the latter verb is not employed
'anwvmmm In practice, this means that the foster-
~"wmmmummmmmmuamosmmmmm
quwwtmm ummmmmm;«::
4 u&mwmmmwmmmwzm.mm

| elothing for the foster-grandehild rather than for thelr own children.
| he foster-grandchild is served firet, or at loast permitted first
i of dsblribie Soide. (36 kb dsmphed frem SoMmis tasks Vhat
jﬂmmmﬂm mummymcmmnam.
Mnmtmxvmm mmmmndua
m.mmmmmwumuym-mwm
parents’ fealings. A gensration ago, the foster-grandparents of the
high chief's children vithdrew theix vards from school because they

m:wmwummwmmmw

' amaﬁxummmm»wammuuuu
different houscholds. In one, where the foster-grandfather has a
,mmmxmmmmmmuumumz
m«mm mmmwyumummmuw
tioned. mm.mmmmuuumwm;
um«mm mmmmn.mwumw
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"‘wmuxmmawmamnmmmuwam
m—m mlny a period 9! scarcity, because they were afraid
mmd_mmummwmmmmmrmmm, While
parents w&mwmmt Whéy ave lecking for & particular kind of
.m*mmmwmm. Mwuwmwmlduwim
who will not eat what is set before him. mwmammum
‘hxmwmm'ummwmmwmmu.wmm
‘hin that thev, at least, are not hesitmnt sbout disciplining hin
ummm. mtawmm mm,mmlmrm
"mwmnmmwmwmmmu. Imwwdu
‘Moﬂ%k&ﬁnﬁmammw“mmmlm
:MWWM':MMWMMW
angling on the reef. The girl kicked the mother lightly in the ribs
mm W'mmwwmuw!MMmth'um
'o&mttm
mmxummanzmwmmu.m
WMWWMMMﬁW&MM&M
mmm MWMYWMMW:LM‘& ¥
,mmsumumcmmmuxmummmmmmm
mmm mwwwmwmmam
‘uw,wmmxuwmmm. mmm»m
mmwwmmmmmwmwmmmu»
mmmmammw MMWMW&.M
was ‘shsent from Butaritari Town, a growp of commoners revolted against
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pm.'Mmmmuumnxwmmt'nmqmm,m
muﬂmﬁt&mwm.mmm'mmmamm

by their foster-grandparents.

mmumuamwmmm:mtmmmm. It
hwmtummmuymmmmmfmmmmu
mvwwwtnmuwwmwmm
frips to other islands. But as lony 88 he and his parents live in the
same village he sees them almost every day and often ests with them.
"-vmumummmmmmmbmumm
wmmm:mmmumw A more nearly typical
,w,m.mmwmwmm,wa'mmwwt
sm'mwmamm'm;mﬂummwmxy
'Mmﬁmtumuummwmumm probably
"mmuum”mmunum*wmw:mm When
mmwmmnmmm'm.mmu
mmabwmatmmmmmmmnMuhuwzw
'mmmmmmm.mw wmmm
-Wh«mmmummwm When the boy fell
411 with a eough, wmmmmmwmmum
uumumwmmmm'-m Mumwm
mummumm,mm.munm-wmm
'unumtﬂ'm.wwqﬁnmmw.mbmm
wmmmwnmm.mmuuwmm
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| 'xnwwmmwm-vmamwummumwimmm
mzwmmmuntmm“mmmwmummm
the latter. meme.ﬂmmmwmofmmhmy
prmm, m&mmmmmmmwm which the
wmwmwmmnmummm”m
oummm 1931:230). It was assuned, on Butardtari and Makin,
thnt those who reared the ¢hild wore uuﬂieimuy compensated for
 thedr trouble by the land transferred as a fosterage gift, especially
'umwwmwxywmmwwwmw
'mmm.

| mmm“xmmmwume
uwm«uamummmmimuw
regard to the division of laber by age and sex, and to allow some
WQQWMM RMWMIL!«WM
ivumﬁmmmwnw'nﬁ&mmwmum
mmmmwm mwmmtw
wmninnw,mmmwumxmx.ummw.
mmmmmum The foster-grandparents take food
uumwmmmmmmmmwm
"wmmwmmunm ‘They also visit a fostor-
wmumuwmmmummm and again bring
tornal gifts of large tare corns and other food.

,' Presents of food axd alse brought to the exceptional foster-grand-
mxam“‘xmwmmmlwmmﬂl. T only
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"rmmwmmctthumuutmum It involved the
'vmmuuuﬂlmm,mmmwmxunmm
mmmmwmmmm mzmwmmm
mmlmMmeummw.mmmwmmnw
'mmw.mwmmuammwumw
uwuummmuawnmu:m |

: m mmtn retain jural authority ovex a fostered whild, since
-uw&umw:anm:mmwumm it is
WMWM«&M&*W&MMWN
”meummmmmmmwmmmmuznm
'mmummmmwwmmmmmmme

_mx A suitor for a girl's M sends his representatives to her

father, not to her foster-grandfathior, A youth asks his parents for
” “mnmwmm;mum o agress to marry ene they
nave selocted. mmmwmmb-m
'-mmmmemm.m,mmmmu»m

 before he 45 sent to high Scheol or to vork. One voman said that

"lf'mwmmummumumuammmm

' ‘mmmummmmmw' opinion

w ummmm.mmmww

’ mnuumummwumuammammmut

| or & village headnan. On the Gther extreme, a foster-grandfather
\mmm&wwmtmuwunnmmww ntm
MWMMW'W’“”MMM%&W-
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mmmumummmmm, ruthot
ﬂm\ a classificatory father, who threatens to break off relations
with a mw—wmna who mam on mtimm a disapproved
mm«zmmulmmmmmmam
| mwwmmmm xtmyuwiumam
'mw,wmmmmum MWMMamxumont
W,MWWWN“WWIM’- muom

tmmth-ir ru&t&mﬂmﬁh!&t&mmmmim of a curer

uwﬂtmmrmﬂna. ‘mmmmummm
m«mmmwmmw. During my stay on Makin, for
mu.mommanmemmmmofma..
coased son's foster-grandparents’ daughter's daughter-in-law. FPoster-
mhumunmmuw ummy
Wuuymmmm.nuamuwmm
'mnmwmmwtuuwnmw Many
mumotmuhmwmn-aumummmmmm-
.Mm,ummv&umua'mm.mwmm-,
‘mmmummm,mxm mrmmﬁu. Two unre-
wmmmmmmwwmmmuummg
mmmwmum One of these foster
wmulnn nay even live M a time with the natural parents of
the other. In these and other vays, fosterage relationshipe affect
‘mmtnth‘mmy nwm;vamuyamm.n\
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. %he Transfer of Property

Throughout the Gilbert Islands, the matural parents trsnsfer a
p&mofwwamomm‘mm-ﬂrmwnmdnm
return for supporting the child (mnode and Maude 1931:229-230) . In
the Gialeet of Nubiribari wnd Makin, Whe" Sirtinege ghth, whideh s
nanded over soon after the child moves into his mew heme, is called
te bag-go-urd, *mm;u!‘. since the leaves of this tree
 are used to wipe young children. It is normally provided by the
mmtmuhmuucmuﬁuwuhudumofmfoaw~
qnmm xzmmmwwwomm—wmm.

the gift is made by the father if they are residing mwmnm
wmmu thqv are mtdinv uxorilocally. mrws«m h.
mmy, either the foster-grandparent who is consanguinally re~
nmwmmm,wmmtumusomuya mmmuim
unmumwm:-hnemmﬂu«uyum-ww ‘
fostered his sibling's grandehild. It is often difficult to deternine
whether or not both husband and wife are to be considered as foster-
VM.anmmmwmmm
vhe may or may not inherit rights to its fosterage gift. In the eld
days, when sibling sets still cultivated their tare beds #e a unit,
.mwwmmm.mtmummqmm
together act as foster-grandparents. Scmetimes an entire ramage
reared the village headman's child and received proparty from him,
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The fosterage gift included a tare bed in all but two of the
twenty-one cases where the property transferred was recorded. Bvi-
dently ene o two beds are comsidered sufficient, since in twelve of
mummmmwwmimlm xthpabnbiothgt.an
th.mt.wmtuwaawmmmamumuwzmm
taro garden to his ehild's !ummlwm since this action
mammuxawmo:Murmmsmm At the present
tﬁn uumuxmmmmnm-mm.mm-am
mozzs.cmmm.mmuamnhmmwmua
restriction. Instead of giving the foster-grandparents a specific
bed, some parents allow them to utilise all the beds vhich the child
mmmu.nmmmmmumummm
dhild will be reared. | ‘
,mmwmumumnmmummnm
mmwm Howevar, th‘v!.umm'urm
«mmumpm.mwmmm to the foster-
mmmwmummm Murmltofminm
umwmuwma.mmmmhmnm
moMquomdﬂfwtwnm Consequently,
'mmmmmwmvumumexyum
foster-grandparents, but can only assign them the parents’ own weekly
or yearly turn to collect coootnuts therd. The practics of transferring
uummumumuuumummwvm.muy
descendants of recent high chiefs and headmen. The high chief's
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stevard, at Makin Tewn, was able to assign his "vear on a large in-
herited plet to his son's foster-grandmother because m,“ the
‘éhief's quarter-plots had been placed at his disposal. ALl foster-
qxumm are entitled to take an oceasional cocoanut, for food
or drink, from their foster-grandehild's lands. A cance may be
included in the eriginal fosterags gift, but it is mere likely to
be given to the foster-grandparents by the child himself vhen he is
grown vp. | e

e fosterage gift is wot spoken of as the "property” of the

zo-wmm (Ihw but as something left in their charge

’tg‘/ \ ri r)un«’ei

Do . The residusl owner is the foster-grandehild, since
the taro bed is “the source of his food," and the orchards i1l

produce copra vhich is *the price of the things he nesds.® I am not
mmmu&umzymmmmmwm |
mmmummmmuuummwma. It is custom-
arily seckened s part of the child's isheritance en the island of
Beru (Towmmend nd.s#12), and vas trested in the same vay, in soue

m.mmuw. mmmmo as conditional owners

'ofmmtr.mwammmummmm
«m«m.umm»mum«numm. once ocoupied

1n relation to the sbsent members of the ramage. They have full comtrol
mmmmuMMWMummmm
during his ¢hildhood and for fulfilling eertain other cbligatiens

aftervard, The property is not merged with any esdsting remege estate,
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_and is icherited subilineally, together with the duties attached to it,
‘wmmmuam\wuwmwmu. The donors
mmu-dMyuwmm.mmozmMy.mu
umummhmymmmummmumm
mmmwm-mwuwmwmmmm Gk
maturity. The land can presussbly be aliensted for the enild's bene-
gie. The only available exasple concerns a tavc bed which the re-
ciplents nmwm.umzmmmm,mmm
 he o1d men of Makin say that the parents can take back both
mmmummﬁuw&mamm'“
mwmmwmmmmmmum.m* m
wummumwrm.muw
qmmmsa&nmuwﬂtkmm at least part of the
tine, ¢ he finds his fostar-grandparents wicengenial. An occasional
mmummmmmb-mummwm.
mmmxmmm:mmw»mm In one case,
nmmmmmwmmmmam'
mmzmmmmmmwmmanumm
mmw-mummwmw The mother of the
-wummwmmmmummmo
himpelf, MWWMWWQ!!. It was resumed years
aftervard, but the foster-grandfather made no further claim to the




boy's taro beds. Should the foster-grandchild die before reashing
adulthood, the foster-grandparents’ “debt is paid® (s h'aga hasial,
mmmwmymumww They may replace the dead
wammwmamw MMWmoﬁum&mw«wﬂ
mwanwmm rarely WAM any of their foster~
| grmwmw property in traditional Butaritari-dakin society. As
amt&wmnmw.mhawmtytnymm.butm_'
receive wwty from your foster-grandchild.” An esxception should
wmmxmmmmmmw«mmmm,umm
age, have often adopted their foster-grandchildrem. Even the high
_mmmmmmwmmmuwwmm‘
mww&m mmamam. ma&amwmm
MMuumw*nmmm»mm dividing the

mnmmm. mmmuuznmmmum

mmmmwmcﬁummmmwm"mwwmmw
child, mmwuwmmmmmmw |
wmm mmmummmmmmm
ama&ymhmwm (e.9., & vife's sister's grandson), or to the
one vho cares for him in his old age. ‘

| ammmmumwrwwmmmm
Mmmwxmw mmwmmstwtwm
m&mmhwmmmwmmwmm
wu.m.mmmxm‘mmummmmmmu

or adopted children. The foster-grandchild may be left with only a small

S N
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portion of mm«w. People in this situation often mm
that their foster-grandparent intended to bequeath them his property,
mamgummm:mmmmym.mmr
‘mym.umxmwwmmnwnm. The foster-
grandehildren were guite likely to be deprived of their full shares
in the estate while the traditional system of land tonure was in
effoct. Under this system, a um'a brothers and sisters possessed
their tare beds as a unit until their deaths. If only ene of the
siblings had children, the latter attempted to explude the others’
foster-grandchildren from the estate by contimuing the fosterage
relationship. A natural child wsm the foster-grandchildren to
live in his house for perieds d?m and, in general, Whu
mmmmmumww mmwwmm
Mmummmmummmmmau-
mtm Wmumwm.mmmm
h&mwmmm mmmmwm.m:
Wmﬁmm.mmmmmxmmumm
~of his beds equal to the share of an adopted child.

Within the last genration, sems pecple with children of their
‘mmmumnwwmmmmm“nu.
mz«mmmmmummwmmun
natural c¢hild, Muymhmmmmmﬂ&. A
uwummwuummwmm
mM»amM,wmﬂWhmmm



31.

rather than as an inheritance in the strict sense. In other cases
foster-grandchildren have benefited from the widespread nuaum~
wmmotmmmumqwmmxmuw When
official records were first introduced, a number of rm elders
included the names of distant relatives and foster-grandchildren
among the co-owners of estates merely as proof of the existence of a
muwmtp Fenvr ﬂont&mmm of that t'.hno m any inten-
m»zmmmmm:m—wmm lands, but
'mmmmwgmmwrmmmmwm
Msting of their names in the reglstar. e
mmWh%thaMmmmmm
mimammmmywmwmmmu
mwm.mwwmw'
marriages, and through the influence of administraters, who tend to
favor uniformity mm:m. .mmmmlyaom
distinguish fosterage from adeption. The foster-grandchild reqularly
Mmamwm.muw from his adoptor,
‘mmwmum.mwmwwmmm
lamw{mbyﬁthuumwamum
‘mwmwmmwmammmmmmm
uawwmmmmmw If the adopting cowple is very
 rich they each give a plot to their "grandehild", although their real

 children receive semewhat larger shares (Maude and Maude 1931:231-232;

Townsend n.d.:#5, 7, l.l)'.- m elose connection between land rights
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‘»‘Mmhip emmmmmwmmmt. in the South, an

| nmad o mmmumm w thn Mt: g‘rwn oﬁbath his
trm md his mm-mmtu mﬁ is mtitm to W the sitting
'pxm of either in the eomminity meeting house (Maude and Maude 1931y
232), xn the traditional numswxmm soclety, the foaterw e

| mdmrm xam.d Mim m&r Wﬁ' nor !:Mr ranage mm..-
tions to their mwmmmm |

‘I'M M&M maumsm M’ Mﬂtm

W, aMwwmmmmmmmemy@mm
foster-grandparents when ho marries, since he either doss ot belong
“'.mmwmmmummm-m,wmmmmnm
”mmmmmmmurmwmmm |
mmmwhummm“am&mwwwmw
bymmuwtwu»wwm mmmmmwmpm
ummmummwmmw»ymhw.ammm
azmmmumwmuwuw awmuy
mmmmmmmm mumwmumum'
Amwmamwwmmmwwwm,mm '
‘wmmmywmm : , '

| .muammmmmmdﬁm;wmm.
grandparents, mmwwmnm Wymmm
mmmmm&vmuwmntxm mmuv-m
mmmuumwmmwum ammymwm
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birth to her first child in her foster-grandfather's house, instead
of in that of her pavents, if she has quarreled with her father, or
if her !MMMM:MMMMVM%“MWM

‘new husband. Other women take refuge with their foster-grandfathers

after loaving their husbands. A man is much less likely to feel
the need of escaping fram domination by his kinsfolk, but may live
with mmwmm for m‘rnmum‘rmm rela~
tionship when they retwrn to Mikin after a lony absence, for example.
The foster-grandparents’ sbligations, after the foster-
wamud'u Mm:n. uanMthmmm of
mmmmmt mmmmmwuwmmm
not release them from their moral responsibilities. “You care sbout
m«mm you have brought wm if he doesn’t care mbout you,”
mum. ~mm.mmm¢mum¢mm«mm~
mw&ﬂsm. : | | 1 |
‘ mww.m!&ww‘-m vammmw.u'
Mwmm mmmnamm vhose special wights to
MMﬂNMMWMWﬁMWde
mm-gmmua mnwwmmmamamww
mummmy«m lelwtmm.u
mmmuaNmm”. The total present of
mmmuummmmumusmm
mmmupmaamxmmm-amwm
The same procedure is followed when the primary foster-grandparents were



W

& group of a&hum.v mmxm Q#mmlw mmmm

b tmrwmmmmmththuwym“m
for excluding then from the ownarship of the fosterage git. |
mmmmmmummmmmg&Mmm
'mmm-m.mwm,muwuumwuwmw’
foster-grandehild, In theory, mmmmmmmm .
ummwmmmmmuwmﬂwm;
‘mwmmmwmxmmwmmamumm
mu&wmmm«mmmmmm xtmtmu

s mz,ammmm.m mmmmummm

mm'uwmwmmwmgsmuhmmm
Mammm%%m&mk«nmtmimw ,
her first-born baby, mmwmummw-mmm
Nei Tebou, mammumwmmm.ym ‘and soap for
mm MﬂWQMWMWoMuM. smo!m
gmmmmwumwmmmmummrmm.
and delivered by his wife. mmmmm'umam |
‘ummwmuwmmmmwmmm
ehildren from behaving generously em this occasion. The foster-
Wmmwumuwmnmm.
'gmmummumm wwmmummmy
xmwmwwmwmmwmm hewever,
-ﬁlmmwmmmxmmnﬁ%mﬂmu.;r
mumwquthMumM'wnum
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nhuwmmmﬁmnm; Such feasts are also given for
ona's foster-grandparents and foster-grandehildren. In mm,
foster-grandchildren bring tare, fish, and toddy molasses to their
foster-grandparents’ house whenewer #unmo!mhtm arrives
~ from another island. Later the visiter is invited to the foster
grandehild's house for a meal. '

, The foster-grandparents' hospitality is, or was, move liberal
when their adult foster-grandchild was of high rank. The traditional
 history contains an account of the reception of the high chief,
Tesuoki , mmﬁom«mmm mewwwitha
-mmmmummnymtwmmm.amxm
'wmmwmm.mmmmmmutm
m-pammm;mwmmm The huge fish
mmmwnynummummumrueu
prevent it from swimming sway. The foster-grandparents were very
Wﬁmwmmmmmﬁmrw because
mm«mwmwmumwunrmx
3t 18 a strongly institutionalised practice for the foster-
,wmmmmmummmwmua.mu
‘his spouse, ttdﬁwmmmmam‘&um&mﬁm
'xcmmwmuuxmmummw.mm.
grandparents should visit him, but need not bring food. The fosterw
grandparents thus continue a custom they followad when their ward
fal1 411 in childhood. The foster-grandchild reeiprocates by visiting
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Sinoe the 1930's, itmbwmmymmmb—rm
to bring their adult m-mumxm a large Christmas gift of taro
mwmmmmmm.mammwm.mxm
%thum“mdumtww.‘mmmmmmy
practiced; at Christmastime in 1960 there were only two such de-
vummaxmammmmmmmm. One of them
'mzmmmmmummmmmammmwg.
mnmmmmmmuaaw The
'msmumgaumamuammmmm whose
m.mm.mmmwwm&:mmm'
sister's son, Ma Uskeake, mwmm.mm.. The taro pit
.Mmmm'ummummmwmmamm
ummamm mmmﬁ-ummuyhmm.
MWWMM&WMMW“W!&“W.M
. Kitina (i.e., "Kitchener"). m'l c¢hildren accordingly |
for the Ciwistmas present, one thizd of vhich was to be contributed
by each paix of eiblings. (ta Sormer tines, paired siblings, pre- \
mmynmmm.mmummmm“n
unit.) mmdmumﬁuﬂmmm
six corms and ten shillings. m*»mmmw
WMWNW.M.”MWWMM@M
mmm.wmmwﬂmwmmyw Since all
of Nei Tamra's ehildren were either dead or oo old to cultivate
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taro, the carms and MMWMMWMMM ehildren
and grandehildren, or by the cavetakers (conditional owners) of their
beds. mmmmumummmuum.m

1mu¢y«mwtu1mwmmm“mmmmt‘

' mrmmm NMMMWWymuaﬂ.

waumwm&mmm AWMgtnm
mxymwmmmwmmwmmukm«:
lmnhnmimm mxymmmumm then
consisting of food, m.mmﬂwm mndout
mmmmummm,-mmmm.nmm

gifts, perhaps after a lapse.
mu»um«mmmm«wwau

v‘ummwvmmmmmm«mum

mmxmy. Barly in this century, mm,mwwma-
Mummwmm.mmmmmmm
uwam..ummmmmml membexs of the
ramage that had reared her covered her hesd with a successien of
new cloths. The cloths were taken away, one after the other, by
other persons, who exclaimed, m-awv mmmu.
MWW“MMWM&MMM an inecie
mm«wmrmnw”mm‘umm
nmmm e

‘In everyday life, MWMMMMMQ:
mmuwmaww.m and often voluntarily assist the '
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.ymmlq AMW*WMMWWngiWMa
Wmmwmmnmmmﬁnam. The fostex-
wmud hmm ummmwmmmmrmems
wmm directly for any item, with the possible exception of
‘small imported ebjects considered to be desirable but unessential,
m:mtmummmmanauintlwmmndm '
methmummamu.
m_mwmm-mymthMV refuse any regquest
MMwW‘mwwmw.wmm'
will be forever in debt for the trousle they took in resring him,
. mum'mmwuutmwummmm' children,
,Wmnmm.amm‘m:mmmmum.
wwmw'm'mM'mmmmmm
'mtnmmmmumm
. mnmmnaummmmmmm.
MW%M?M':M mmrmdmmm
mmwmmumm-nm A foster-grandfather
m.mwm.mmwwwammm
,wmmmnummm*-w
A mthm'lmumwm. Sometimes a foster-
'wmmmmwm\mmwnﬂwmmm
initiative. mmm“mwmmmw
mwmummmm. Unless the foster-
 grandehild has another cance of his own, he receives a share of the
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cateh vhenever he asks fér it. As the residual owner of the cance,
mm,mrmewwvzmmmumna. but pays the caretaker
a rent called "the food of the canve." his portion is supposedly |
one-third of the catch, but often amounts to 1ess than that. Othey
durable goods, such a8 bicyeles and sewing uachinos, and also left
withzmmwmmwrw Mmbowbytm
un&duulmmnmthommw“am.mtmt
there is no charge for their use. S

A foster-grandchild may also be askad for less durable objects,
er for money, Ome man told me how he had asked his married foster-
wWMaMMMWMpMMMWMM.
The young woman was annoyed, but in the end gave her foster-
grandfather the mat. mwmmmmmmma-u
8 baby? uumuuwwmw The frequency and
size of the demands depend entirely on the will of the foster-
grandparent, although he ought mot to make them without a good reasen.
Neither should ho take goods without informing the amer, either in
mwummmmhma. e |

ammumunmmwmmmmwmw
m&yuxymwmmummwmamozm
mﬁt&u“uﬂn MM ntmmwmw
‘Mamw&mmmdmuﬁnhmm Nei Tebou's
household, which tontalned no adult male ‘,wm_a,mm'
Soster-grandsen to supply At with toddy and fish, and cccasionally with




taro, Another fester-grandson vus wnable to provide food regularly
mm&wmmmmuwmummwmm.
liuMwMu&m:. Some old men and women live
muyummauzmmmum.wmamwwu :
mmmmmmmumum mmmt.mm<'
mmwmxy:mlmunmdeummW
wwmmm-.zm : ; ‘ :

‘ nmnmr«wm

‘ me‘mmmammmrmm
Myummmnmmwmm*ammmw
’MMI”M”&N);‘MMWMMNIW.M
mmuymm.tnmmuw-&wmwm
mwmmmmmm mnmmmma
the fosterage gift. I was also told that one howored the memory of
mmmmwmmmmm-um. The second foster-
WmMyummm«m'mmm
mmmﬁwhmm xrmmmmum
‘uummmmmwmmmmum they
mwwwm&tmmnfnmumwum A
mwmmmmmummummym
wu.mm--m mmmmmmmm
m«umwmmmmuwmmu
'm,‘m-ammu;wwmmmmﬂum
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children, who are collectively considered as foster-grandparents
also. Mtﬂaxwmwlyanmtumaftuvmu
wmmam}bmm.mwwmma
uw. mmma.mm_wu.mmmmmn
mwmmmmxmwmmuwumm However,
mmumuwwmmzmmmun- '
crisis feasts and to contribute to his support. The descendants of
mwm-mwmuuyawamnwmxu
-m:wm—wmuao!m«um foster-grandchild. Case ,
histories of mm collected on m reveal ten m&utm-w.pu
mtmmmwmmm-mm.wmm
for three generations, and two that endured for fowr generaticns.
numumemumwmm»mm
that their actual inception has been forgotten.

The conflieting elaing Of two s6ts of foster-grandparents 6
mmmmmM'mmwmm'tMum
a later child instead. It is said that the claim of the husband's
| foster-grandparents should take precedsnce over that of the wife's,
but the actual crder is eften the reverse of the thecretical one.
Nor is there usually any difficulty when a new family makes a request
mmm:mmmmummm
another sibling or allow the relationship to lapse, although they
wu,w}pgnmmw. One informant
remasbered & case when the hereditary foster-grandparents arrived
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st the birth house to £ind another couple holding the baby, A
£ist fight was barely prevented by bystanders. BEventually both
amilies vave permitted to foster the child. Some aristocrats favor
mmuwm.ymmmcuf-m Silidven 26 Wit the Labvay
wmmmwmwwmmm»mmww-
wmﬁpwm. Mnxymswmnmm ‘

In the section dealing with the comtimuing dbligations of
fosterage, it was pointed out that the role of foster-grandpmrent
comes to be shared by all the children and grandehildren of the
‘thwumymwmwmmm In formes
tines, mmmmummmmmmmmmmu
WMWW,WMsWMmugMWaMA
ammmmmmmm‘qm. The body of
wwmwm was then even larger in succeeding genera-

: ummmmwMWantmmmw

‘e xxmeWMMt&MuW&M
mmmmwmwwumuummm

of mesbers themselves inherit membership aleny with their share of
the fosteraye gift. quuMaMtuh@mmn
tinet, though conditional, land rights, and acts as a corporation
mmw‘dwummmmwm
m.mwmmwwm x-m:wm. z“m..
MWmmmmwmmmww
mumm wmmm&mwnmmywxm'




hmme!mmmmuotubmmwmmim
than of larger groups. WMwmuwaum some of
the descendants of the original foster-grandparents can disinterest
themselves in subsequent foster-grandchildren without being deprived
‘of thedx shaws of the divided Seeterage gift.

Ocensionally an entire sutonomous ramage of aristocrats or free
comoners fontered the child or grandchild of the village headman.
V,mmu!wmme!thhtmmumtmxmuum-
'mmm.mmmm«'qumsam'wmu
seared hin, Hovever, the fosker-grandchild becané & “child of the
 1and" (ateein e pba) (i.e., of the ramage ostate), and all the
menbers of the descent group were respomsible for his welfars, just
‘a8 they all benefited from the headman's large fosterage gift. The
Muamnlmrmﬂmowmmwmm
foster-grandchild vitN food, clothing, and the other necessitiss of
life. MWWWMW,MW
tenants, who shared their communal dwelling, probably supplied most
M&M'QWWMN'@N’ﬁouﬂwmrw'llm.
After the multi-family house and, with it, the clan, were sbolished
by the colonial government, the older mesbers of the ramage Living
in the village took turns supporting the foster-grandchild in their
households.,

g With a decline of the rasge as a corporate growp, there has
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been a tendency for high ranking foster-grandehildren to become
‘szuwwpmm:umm. These have sometimes
assuned control over the pertion of the child's inheritsnce that
mmmmmmumwwm Awmwuhahly
Wmmmmmmebmmmmmomw
friendly relations with the adult foster-grandchild whose child
he will rear. mar.hnmldmthuwclmiwofmcﬂwr
m: of the descent growps frem the foster-relationship by re=~
ferring to their failure to fulfill some obligation, ror exanple,
one Kieby man clained that he had been the enly ene of his ramage to
maqmwwawuym-mwmwmmm
to Butaritari vith Ber Sather. Children of lesser ixportance have
‘Mmmwuwmmmww :.-nthar
 than of rawages and elans. 5

A new fosterage gife need mot be given in each generation of
a continuing relationship, mwmwmwummwm~
 farved in the third generation. oaly parsons actually engaged in
| WWMMWMWWMM Nowada s
-uﬂmtmmwmmumowmammwu
mwmmmww just as they might
Mammmmmwu case.

mmmmmmmmmmam
wmmmmmmwmmwmmm
ummmwusm mammmum
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mmdmmm%ummhwmm‘m
mmmi.mlk&mﬂ The mm Wo-wum&mw ﬂbu.mg.
and thedr descendants, may marry into the foster-grandparents’ -
roanfige \mimmmwm_mmmm.mmmmm {ef.
vmmmm;m.m).. it
o mmmmmmmmummmmm
second ganaration. The cbligations attached to the criginal '

| mmﬂumm.wmmmmw eonditienal
.‘mu«mmxymwmmmmmm mm—m-
mm»umwmmummummmuw
m mmw m&mwa«mmuamm |
grandparents. muymmmmmwmw'
»ammmmwmmmwmmmmmm
mmmmmmmmum.

. amwmm.mMmmwmmmn
:m,uumhmmﬂwmmmmm. If the
mmmmmmmwturum.wm
wmmmmv'mmommwmmwmzm-m
memmpmmmmmm*um
crisis fensts. xuwmmwummmwwm
his children. amummmntmm

. relatienship, mmxymwwa forbidden to have their

¢hildren reaved in a home of mnother faith (Sabatier 1939:75).
 Indefinits sentiments of Jinship frequently outlast the formal



e

relationship, These Seelings are rveflectod in a continuing “incest
prohibition between members of the two descent groups. They also
mm‘mmawoflwmmmmmm
MW‘Mymmmm x'mmmmn.
mummmmm mwhymmmuwtﬁ.-m ‘
m'uwmmwmwhmmu'smw.mmm
relationship mmuymummg m.nmum.m
mwm.mm,WﬂmMMMam
 Later Nei Betaske's pavents went to the island of Marakei, leaving
wmmmwmmmmdwmmtom
sponsored by him. mmmummmmm
nm%wmhtﬂl:ﬂwwn!iwﬁwww Her
ummmmum,‘mwmumwusw.
 second wife, mwmm in her.

mmmmammm

mmmmm WWWMMWYMM
wmwmummmmmm uimu-ummm
;mymmmmwmmmwmhdmm
mmmumw mmmmmumm;m
mmwtmmmuumaustmm which
wap either the donor ramage o, u-mwmmﬂmy%




a7,

'wmmwﬁaw'uw mmwmmiwmz
m:wmwmmmmﬁimmwimmwm
‘.mwmmcm rutwmmwiﬂ:unmmmm
_Waum xwwm;mmmwmamww
mmummmmzmmmmm ‘

| . he immigrants offered to foster a child of an aristocratic
r‘m, or of n commones WM did not share control of its
 estate with vo-resident aristocrats. The village headman's children
'mwuym*mmsmmwmmm
'mmm&mummm.mmxtwmwth“'
mmmwmmmmm mmmmumy
_MMMMMMM'M“MMMMMu

- Awelling. Mmmmmm»mum,mmm
‘mmmﬁwmmm Sometimes they were
mmnnmmmmwmwmmm

| 'rm.wwmmmm In other cases they and their

MMMWWMWWMM%&%W“A“
| M%ham&&m%m&ﬂ»iﬂmﬁmm
: umm'm“u. Mwmmmwmm
MWMWW“WMMM
"WMMM“WMNW The
«ummamww*mm. in part, balanced by the
mw.»mmuuww.thwwmm




mmmmmmmmuxmmym

estates, ermmwmmuwcmmwu
,mumm Hmdm m.mmmwm

relationship with thelr former swperiors into mvo! ordinary
fosterage, munlmmumwmwimw ehixdmn
in oach generation, Thev have even rmivad udditiml mo m as

fosterage $ifts.

‘ mmmmluﬂm“kwiwmmwmum
trical exchange of values rather than on common descent, equally
-Moalmdrighu. mdm.utrwibiuty. The parties to the

exchange are the original WW ramage, or a sub-ramage

mm.a from them, and the MM# of their foster~grandchild'a

enters into the relationship as a link between ons of his parents
and his foster-grandparents. After he attains maturity, he himself
becomes one of the main perticipauts in the exchange. The fonter-
 grandparents’ principal contribution consists in supporting the
W'mmm.mmmmmw“u
lives elsevhere. mmmwwmmauwa.
which tends to become their absolute possession in the third genera-

“tdon. mmmmxmu_mm, consumption goods,

or the use of a cance from their fester-grandehild when he grows wp.
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WWWWmemttuwwm
mmuamqammumumw Even the large eontribu-
tions made by the foster-grandpavents to his life-crisis feasts
'mymmnmnwmmawm.unummhm
wwmmaumfmtimr.mwwym lion's
M¢almmuﬁm« Bummym-motnm
azmwmmmmmmmmmwm
Mwmme.wwmmmmmumn
being celebrated. mmmmmmmw
WWW%MMM.». It is possible that in the
‘wmmm.wm&mmm‘qwmmu
high rank after 1o had left their home, by entertaining him liberally
when he came to visit, and by ealling public attention to him on
important occasions. mmwota&mwmhm:an
m&mmmmmmu«m.mmmw
mmmm 18 redressed by the less tangible increments in
mmnumMmmmMm.
mmwummwmmmm
m«mmmmummmmam
ummmmuwwamm except that the
mmmmmmnymmtwumum
mmmmw In both relationships, the
muwmmy;ummummwwm’




mmxmwmmramjmmmrwhumm«w‘
wwmmmmmm Mbymmg!wm&amﬂd
age. The parent or mmmwmt mg'ht to come mlmmuy m'
‘mmwhmammum nnmm liﬁmm
mmwmwuﬂawmﬂyreMmhuMm
grandparents to rmlm M. as in Wm a umuu fenst
mmuwm ammam«immvmichtm
mmmrmu&.uamtnmmm-hdwﬁthm
MMWW“WWMQ}:WM mmmwa
child's natal and mw-mmm cooperate, both in dauy life
‘mmmum—mw,mmm!mnnww
mummum M.wwbymmu&y
’wmymmmmwmumtm«nmmmmm

; mmrm nmwuumaumwruu

, mwwmwwuwmamwumuu
atmmammy,uzmumwmmm o
nmmmmmmmwmdm some of which have
awﬂywm hmMywmyumMMyw1m
ummmwm mmat,hommuyplwm
‘WWWMMMMNM An affiliation with a
4MMM¢IM:MMMWW&MMW&1&«
vam,mxiymwmmm tum However, the rules of resi-
mwmummwamrmmmmm
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clan. Second, mumwumxmmm-amm .

xwwmwmwmmxmm Pven full
uMWWMyM&msmdmm&m and
uywmmwmm.mwmmmzmmwm
to achieve this cbjective. Half-siblings or cousins may openly
axpress their conflicts, MWIYWMRM”. Ramagos
Wwwwmmmmmmmmm
 founding, mmwmmmwmw&nw
wmﬁyww merMMy&Wmm
wuww.mmmmwwwwxy
mtm AWM'IMW:&W,Mmh.
mmwmmmmw. Por these reasons, a solidary
on consanguinity alone. Nor cam it be based solely on friendship or
political alleglance if it is to be considered as binding in this

. Posterage often develops from & personsl sttachment that trans-
mmmmuwmm«»m The
MWMMWMWOMGGM
muummmmmmmumwmzm
umaﬂmmw The vights of the child-givers and the
.WmumWMmmmmwm
Mm m-wwurmummm
behavier patterns, vhich rarely lead to sericus conflict. The
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approximate equivalent of the Gilbertese fosterage relation is found
in unilineal socisties, i sn individual's relationship to the lineage
m’f the parent from whom he does not derive his own M affiliation.
In a patvilineal society, this growp is m'm'u lineage; in a
~ matrilineal one, it is the father's (ef. Fortes 1953+ ). 1In an
awbilineal soviety, meammmmmmfuu*
m.mnw-wuummuummwwm
m,mmaammamrmkuawumum
extra-ranage relation, The children of aristocrats were preferred
umm-wumxm.pmymmuxmm,mmmu,
,mmwmwmﬂmm Some aristocrats,
'Mymzmamm,mmmwm‘
mummnmw«mm This land could be
wmmmm mmmmmm
MMMW mmmmmmwm
MWW“WM‘Ih MWMWWW
executive officer of the council. The erdinary foster-grandparents of
mw'nmmmmmmmm
mww.mmwmywmm |
gifts, but which also brought a considerable fraction of the village's
population into the civcle of the headmsn's fictive kimefolk. The
headman’s ramage also gave foster—grandchildren (sometines the same
m)%wmm-'mhmwmmuaumuth
tocrats’ subordinates. In those cases the donors yained followers
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'_wmmt mm Uoadben 4F b their beriat’ St B
'_vmmammmwmmummmmumm
f.m::mmammmwwwmtbnmm Mgrmmo
mwmmmmummmm.muuuw s
W uthe\mhmmftmiy mmmwmww

e mw wnde for stuble poumtm mmmmw. Inter-gtatus

mim mmmmwmmmummmumm
mmMMmme Buch mnwmam
emmaammmmmmmmwu. MW
wdbmwmmwwmwwmwumm
mmwmmwm r '

; m»ma»zwmmwammm
mem«mamwmmm Wumhmtm
as described by Leach (1961). MM&WWWWM
”mﬁwummmuzmmmamwmu.
mzmmmmwmmqummm
fyxm:mrmummmm mmwmmaﬁ _
lwmwmum MMMWMummw
m:&mam&mhamwwummum
w;.mmmmam«ummmmm
mum,mumwmmwuhMm The
mmwwmammmmmrmuww goods,
mmemwwmwmmwwm
mmwwmmtﬂwawmumm
Wmmwmmnwmrmmmmw




»umws‘wam MWNM. jmmwumm-m
mmmwmuwmmmm mmmww
m'awm'»ww mhqn. mm creates a kinghip
‘mmmuummmmmmwmmmm
to eguality of status. ' | ,
wmmmmmmuwAsumwmumnw'
. thesis. riﬂtiwmﬂupwtumiqnwtminmw“mtmim
mwmmmmmwwuymmmuamm
and sex, but that restrict an mwm mmim with most
Mﬂumw&%%huwdﬂmm. 3\1@%“
,-‘WMwmmmemmmmw.
‘munm«mmmi‘ |
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8.

&,

7

mmmmmn mxwzuanmmu'm and

WM’MMH&“"& mm

mmmmmumum.mm structure
are given in Goodenough u.m) and M (2962) .

“Ramage , * uumﬂmtwumwﬂw.
propesed by Pirth (1957:6), and has been adopted by Murdock
{1950:31). An slternative term, “"sept,” was

proposed by
. Davenport (1955:562). It has been employed by Ember (1959) for

Semoan descent groups resembling those of the Butaritari-dalkin
commonexs. Sahline am-m)mmmmamwm
mmwm* : .

The texm, cum is WMM for the at MIM
form of the ramsye hy W (1969:562) , tms).
Mm (m‘u)u ‘ :

unmmmmmummamm.

Glasse um.m—um describes a growp, which he calls a

. “aupsi-lineage,” consisting of ambilineal descent groups ococupy-

uﬁjunntwmmtmmmwmwarmu
:th!mm.wt'rﬂumudnnm Quasie

 lineages unite to form lineages, again provided that they ccoupy
adjacent or nearby territories. MMWM COOL -

mumummmm“mmma.
Sahlins (1958:140) applies the term, “ramage”, to the segmen-
tary groups of Polynesia, MMumeMty
mmmm«ww Sahlins regards
"gepoent lines” (my “ramages)) and “ramages” (my "guasi-lineages")
as characterizing different societies, but I am here describing

-mmuwmunmnm
Man's names are distinguished by the prefix N or by one of its

mmu.m.u.m The corresponding prefix for
fomales is Nei.
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10.

'M extensive mlmm aﬂ’ myths and um»humam narratives
-mmwmwxyzmmmmmmummmwm«:

Nx Kaiea IX. I was sble to read and copy the notebook «
mmummmmwmmwm.mmm
wmmmm : ‘

MMmummmmwwme
{i.e., persons vhose grandparents were siblings). It is also
thecretienlly prohibited between the descendants of a oommon
ancestor, no matter how remote, whe belong to different genera-
m.mmmmwammum
fiontory "parent” and "¢hild.” The majority of sexual relation-
mmmmmmwmmmmm v

',h&mtmmmmﬂm

MWMMMMYWWuWWW»

Allen Hoben.
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